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Parliamentary  Debates. 


ON  fJnirfday  the  7th  day  of  March,  the  fa-'  ^?^^^:-i!!|^ 
mous  bill,  intitled,  A  bill  to  prevent  the  m.^^^^^^\^ 
famous  frn5iice  of  ftock-johhbig^  was  read  the  ^le  Lords, 
third  time  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,-  and  Sir  John 
Rujhout^  who  had  been  one  of  the  chief  filpporters 
of  it,  both  in  the  former  felTion  and  in  this  laft,  was 
ordered  to  carry  it  up  to  the  houfe  of  Lords. 

This  bill  had  met  with  fo  much  oppofition  in 
the  preceding  fefTion,  that  it  was  dropped  for  ;hat 
time  -,  and  even  in  this  lad  feffion  it  met  with  a 
good  deal  of  oppofition  in  both  houfes  j  though  it  had 
been  a  little  altered  from  that  which  was  propofed  the 
preceding  feflion. 

On^hurfday  the  28  th  of  March ^  the  houfe  of 
Lords  went  into  a  committee  upon  the  faid  bill,  when 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  the  Lord  Harvey,  and  the 
Earl  of  Cholmondely  fpoke  againfl  the  bill ;  and  the 
Earl  oi  Strafford,  the  Lord  Hardwick,  the  Lord  Ba^ 
thurfi,  the  Earl  of  Hay,  and  the  Earl  of  Winchelfea^ 
fpoke  in  favour  of  it. 

The  arguments  chiefly  made  ufe  of  againfl:  thd  Argu- 
bill,  were,  '  That  the  grandeur  and  fl:rength  of  a  na-  ments  a* 
'  tion depended  upon  public  credit,  which  was  a  thing  S^|"^^  *  ^* 

*  of  a  very  ticklifli  nature,  and  did  not  always  depend 

*  upon  reafon,  but  upon  the  opinions  of  men;  and 

*  therefore  it  was  very  dangerous  to  make  any  inno- 

*  vations  with  refpe(5l  to  our  public  funds  ^  for  tho' 
^  one  man  might  have  a  good  opinion  of  the  inno- 

*  vation  propofed,  yet  he  could  not  tell  what  opinion 

*  others  might  have  of  it. 
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*  That  all  human  regulations,  all  human  afFairSj, 
were  fubje(5l  to  imperfe6lions  and  inconveniences, 
and  therefore  legiflators  had,  in  all  countries,  been 
forced  to  fuffer  fmall  inconveniences  for  the  fake  of 
greater  conveniences  ;  which  was  really  the  cafe 
then  before  them  ;  for  though  (lock-jobbing  was  an 
inconvenience,  yet  confidering  how  much  it  con- 
tributed to  the  ready  circulation  of  money,  and  to 
the  fupporting  the  credit  of  our  funds,  it  was  there- 
fore to  be  tolerated. 

*  That  the  credit  of  our  funds  depended  very  much 
upon  the  ready  accefs  that  people  had  at  all  times 
to  their  money,  and  that  this  ready  accefs  was 
chiefly  owing  to  the  practice  of  flock-jobbing  ;  by 
this  pradlice  it  was,  that  every  man  was  always 
fure  of  finding  a  purchafer  for  his  flock  whenever 
he  had  a  minci  to  fell,  and  by  this  only  it  was,  that 
there  was  always  a  certain  and  fixed  market-price 
upon  every  one  of  our  public  funds  ;  whereas, 
fliould  this  pradlice  be  intirely  deflroyed,  it  might 
foon  become  as  difficult  to  find  a  purchafer  for  flock, 
or  to  afcertain  the  price  of  it,  as  it  is  now  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  land  -,  and  the  concludingof  a  bargain  might 
become  as  tedious  in  the  one  cafe  as  it  is  now  in  the 
other, 

*  That  at  prefent  our  people  got  by  commifTion 
and  brokerage  from  foreigners  at  leaft  80,000  L 
■per  annum ^  which  would  be  intirely  lofl  to  the  na- 
tion, if  that  bill  fhould  pafs  into  a  law  *,  becaufe 
all  tranfaclions  of  that  nature,  even  in  our  own 
public  funds,  would  then  be  carried  on  upon  the 
exchange  of  Amjlerdajn  -,  and  it  was  well  known, 
that  when  any  branch  of  trade  is  divided,  and  turn- 
ed out  of  its  old  channel,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to 
bring  it  back  again  -,  and  therefore,  though  the 
bill  was  to  continue  but  for  three  years,  they  could 
not  agree  to  it,  becaufe  if  the  trade  of  buying  and 
felling  ;iny  of  our  publick  funds,  fhould  be  turned 
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oiitof  this  kingdom  for  three  years  only.  It  might 
not  be  in  our  power  to  bring  it  back  again. 

*  That  if  the  creditors  of  the  public  were  not  al- 
lowed as  free  and  uncontrouled  a  liberty  of  difpo- 
fing  of  their  properties  In  the  public  funds,  as  of 
any  other  part  of  their  property,  it  would  not  only 
prevent  people's  becoming  purchafersof  any  of  our 
prefent  funds,  but  it  would  prevent  people's  lend- 
ing their  money  to  the  government  upon  any  fu- 
ture emergency,  which  might  be  attended  with  the 
mod  f^tal  confequences. 

'  That  in  all  other  branches  of  trade,  diere  was 
a  free  liberty  allowed  to  every  perfon  that  had  a 
mind  to  infure  his  ilock  in  trade  :  That  the  felling 
of  (lock  for  time,  and  the  giving  of  money  for  the 
put  of  flock  (as  it  was  called  in  Ex  change- alley)  was 
nothing  elfe  but  a  way  of  infuring  the  principal 
money  which  a  man  had  in  the  public  funds  ;  and 
the  preventing  a  man  from  taking  that  method  of 
fecuring  his  property  in  the  funds,  v/ould  be-  a  ve- 
ry great  hardfhip  upon  all  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 
lick.     And, 

*  That  it  was  doing  an  injufllce  to  the  perfons 
concerned  in  the  public  funds ;  becaufe  it  w^as  a 
fubje(fling  them  to  conditions  and  reflraints  which 
they  were  not  fubjedled  to,  nor  could  pofTibly 
dream  of,  when  they  lent  their  money  to  the  pub- 
lic J  which  was  really,  in  effedl,  taking  fo  much 
of  their  property  from  them  ;  for  it  was  certain, 
that  every  fort  of  property  was  of  the  lefs  value, 
the  more  conditions  and  reflridions  it  was  fubjed- 
ed  to  :  Nor  could  any  argument,  in  favour  ot  tht 
bill,  be  drawn  from  that  law  which  had  been 
made  againfl  laying  wagers  about  public  affiirs  > 
becaufe  thofe  that  might  be  concerned  in  luch 
v/agers,  had  never  purchafed  from  the  public  a 
privilege  to  lay  any  fuch  •,  whereas  the  creditors  of 
the  public  had  in  fom»  manner  purchafed  a  privi- 
lege of  taking  any  method  they  thought  proper  for 
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*  making  the  mod  of  the  property  they  had  in  the 

*  public  funds.' 

On  the  other  hand,  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  in 
favour  of  the  bill,  were,  *  That  there  was  really  no 

*  difference  between  flock -jobbing  and  gaming  *,  or 
'  if  there  was  any,  it  confifled  in  this,  that  the  for- 
'  mer  was  much  more  fatal  in  its  confequences,  and 

*  much  more  deftru6tive  than  the  other  ;  for  that  if 
'  any  man  frequented  hazard-tables,  horfe-racing, 
'  cock-fighting,  or  any  other  fortof  publick  gaming, 

*  it  became  foon  know  in  the  world,  and  thereby 
^  every  man  was  advertifed  to  draw  his  effeds  out  of 

*  fuch  a  man's  hand,  and  not  to  give  him  any  trufl 

*  or  credit  ;  fo  that  if  fuch  men  came  to  be  ruined, 

*  they  generally  could  lofe  nothing  but  their  own 

*  eftates,  and  none  fuffered  by  their  folly  or  ill  con- 

*  duel,    but   themfelves  and    their  own  families  y 

*  wliereas  in  the  tranfadlions  in  Exchange- alleys  they 
^  might  be,  and  generally  were,  carried  on  in  the 

*  dark  ;  it  was  not  known  who  were  principally 

*  concerned  ;  by  which  means  a  man  might  game 
^  for  thoulands,   without   its  being  fo  much  as  fuf- 

*  peded  that  he  had  ever  ventured  a  farthing  in  that 

*  way  i  whereby  it  generally  happened,  that  not  only 

*  the  gamefler  himfelf  was  ruined,  but  many  other 
'  innocent  men,  concerned  with  him  in  anhonefl  and 

*  fairway  of  trade,  found  themfelves  undone,  when 

*  they  had  good  reafon  to  think  themfelves  abfolute- 

*  ]y  fecure. 

'  That  flock-jobbing  was  worfe  than  gaming,  in 

*  this  other  relpe(5irf  that  gaming  of  any  other  kind 

*  might  be  carried  on  upon  a  fair  and  equal  footing, 

*  but  it  was  impoHible  that  flock-jobbing  ever  could  ; 

*  for  there  would  always  be  fome  perfons  behind  the 
'  curtain,  who  mult  necefiarily  know  a  great  deal 

*  more  of  tlie  game  than  it  was  polTible  for  the  other 
'  adventurers  to  know  •,  by  which  means  they  always 
'  had  an  opportunity  of  cheating  their  fellow-game* 
'  flcrs  out  or  what  fums  of  inoncy  they  had  a  mind ; 

*'  and 
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*"  and  it  was  but  too  well  known,  that  men  had  often 

'  made  an  unjuft  ule  of  the  knowledge  they  had  in 

*  this  way.     And, 

*  That  by  the  means  of  this  infamous  practice  of 

*  flock -jobbing,    it  was  always  in  the  power  of  fome 

*  of  our  foreign  neighbours  to  lay  a  heavy  tax  upon 

*  this  nation,  and  to  draw  a  great  deal  of  money 

*  out  of  it,  whenever  they  thought  proper  ;  for,  as 

*  the  prices  of  all  our  public  funds  mull  always  de-' 

*  pend,  in  fome  meafure,  upon  the  circumflances  of 

*  foreign  affairs,  and  mud  vary,  according  as  thofe 

*  circumflances  vary,  it  would  always  be  in  the  power 

*  of  the  miniflers  of  fome  of  the  foreign  courts  of 

*  Europe^   by  means  of  their  correfpondence  here,  to 

*  raife  large  fums  of  money,   by  giving  out  a  little 

*  for  the  refufal  or  for  the  put,  of  fome  of  our  public 

*  funds. 

And  in  anfwer  to  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  a- 
gainfl   the  bill,  it  was  faid,  *  That  public  credit, 

*  'twas  true,  depended  upon  the  opinions  of  men, 

*  but  then  thofe  opinions  were  always  founded  upon 

*  reafon,  when  people  were  truly  informed,  and  had 

*  time  to  think  coolly  about  the  matter  •,  which  could 

*  not  well  happen,  as  long  as  the  game  of  flock- job- 

*  bing  was  allowed  ;  for  thoufands  of  lies  would  be 

*  daily  invented  to  deceive  the  weak  and  ignorant  *, 

*  and   men   would  always  run  headlong  into   the 

*  buying  or  felling,  or  dealing  in  puts  and  refu- 
'  fals,  not  according  to  the  real   intrinfic  value  of 

*  the  thing  to  be  bought  and  fold,  but  according 
'  to  their  opinion  of  the  price's  being  about  to  fall 
'  or  rife. 

'  That  the  credit  of  our  funds  did  not  depend 

*  upon  the  gaming  or  flock-jobbing  in  them,  but 

*  rather  fuffered  by   it,  as  appeared  evidently  Iroin 

*  this,  that  the  South-Sea  annuities,  in  which  there 

*  was  little  or  no  gaming,  had  always  bore  a  higher 

*  price  than  the  flock,  in  proportion  to  the  dividends 
^  made  upon  both  j  and  it  was  certain,  that  every 
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man,  who  w^s  not  endowed  with  fomething  of 
the  Ipirit  of  gaming,  would  put  a  greater  value 
upon  that  fecurity,  which  he  was  fure  of  felling  a- 
gain  for  what  it  coil  him,  than  upon  a  fecurity  by 
which  he  run  the  rifque  of  lofing  or  winning  a 
great  deal:  And  as  to  the  certainty  and  invari- 
ablenefs  of  the  price,  the  price  of  annuities  had  al- 
v/ays  been  more  certain  and  invariable,  than  the 
price  of  any  other  public  fund,  which  fhewed  that 
ilock-jobbing  rather  tended  towards  unfettiing, 
than  towards  fixing  the  price  of  any  of  our  public 
funds. 

'  That  the  facility  of  finding  a  purchafer  for  any- 
thing, depended  upon  people's  being  certain  as  to 
the  value,  as  to  the  right,  and  as  to  the  method  of 
conveying  of  the  thing  fo  to  be  fold  ;  and  to  this 
certainty,  with  refpc(5l  to  our  publick  funds,  it  was 
owing  that  the  proprietors  had  then  fo  ready  an 
accefs  to  their  money,  and  not  at  all  to  the  practice 
of  ftock-jobbing  ;  therefore,  as  this  certainty  could 
not  be  in  the  leaft  dimlnifhed  by  the  bill  then  be- 
fore them,  the  proprietors  of  the  public  funds  would 
without  doubt,  have  as  ready  accefs  to  their  mo- 
ney, after  thepafling  of  that  bill,  as  ever  they  had 
before. 

'  That  It  could  not  well  be  fuppofed  that  ever  our 
people  had  made  in  any  one  year  80,000/.  by 
brokerage  and  commilTion,  from  foreigners  deal- 
ing in  our  funds;  but  whatever  had  been  made  in 
that  way,  could  not  by  the  bill  be  dimlnifhed ; 
for  it  was  certain,  that  buying  and  felling,  in  the 
gaming  way,  could  not  be  carried  on  by  commif- 
fion,  there  could  be  no  commlfTion  or  brokerage 
paid  by  foreigners  to  our  people  here,  but  when  11 
transfer  was  actually  made  ;  and  when  a  transfer  is 
to  be  made,  fome  truftee  or  correfpondent  here 
muft  ftill  be  employed  ;  fo  that  nothing  but  the 
game  of  ftock-jobbing  could  be  carried  to  the  ex- 
change of  Amjlerdam  j  and  if  all  our  gamefters,  as 

^  well 
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*  well  as  tiie  game,  were  tranfported  thither,  it  would 

*  be  no  great  lofs  to  the  nation. 

*  That  it  was  to  be  hoped,  the  public  credit  of 
'  this  nation  depended  upon  a   much  more  ftable 

*  foundation  than  that  of  llock-jobbing  ;  and  it  was 

*  not  to  be  prefumed,  that  the  creditors  of  the  pub- 

*  lie  had  purchafed,  or  that  they  ever  intended,  by 

*  their  lending  money  to  the  government,  to  pur- 

*  chafe  a  privilege  of  fetting  up  a  gaming-table  in 

*  the  middle  of  the  c\iy  o^  London  \  and  to  pretend, 

*  that  the  prefcribing  a  certain  method,  by  which 

*  the  property  of  the  public  funds  was  to  be  transfer- 

*  red  from  one  to  another,  was  a  reftraint  put  upon 

*  the  Hberty  of  difpofing  of  fuch  funds,  or  that  it 

*  would  any  way  diminifli  the  value  of  them,  was 

*  the  fame  thing  as  to  pretend,  that  the  ftatute  of 

*  the  29th  of  Charles  II.   againft  fraudulent  convey- 

*  ances  of  land  eftates,    was  a  reftraint  put  upon  the 

*  liberty  of  difpofing  of  fuch  eftates ;  or  that  the  a6b 
'  for  regiftering  fuch  conveyances  within  the  county 
'  of  Middle/ex^  had  diminilhed   the  value  of   land 

*  within  that  county  •,  whereas  it  was  never  yet  ima- 

*  gined,  but  that  the  proprietors  of  land  eftates  had 

*  as  full  a  liberty  of  difpofing  of  fuch  eftates,  fince 
'  the  faid  a6b  of  the  29th  of  Charles  II.  had  pafled, 
'  as  ever  they  had  before  ;  and  it  was  well  known, 
'  that  the  ad  for  eftablifhing  a  regifter  within  the 

*  county  of  Middle/ex^    had    rather   increafed  than 

*  diminiflied  the  value  of  land  within  that  county. 

*  And, 

'  That  as  bargains  for  time  were  ftill  to  be  allow- 
'  ed,  the  public  creditors  might  thereby  infure  their 

*  principal  money  in  the  public  funds,  in  the  fame 
'  manner  as  they  had  done  before  ;  but  as  for  the 
'  pra£lice  of  giving  money  for  the  put  of  ftock,  if 

*  it  was  to  be  called  an  insurance,  it  was  a  very  odd 

*  fort  of  one  •,  for   by  that  method,  a  man  was  to 

*  infure  not  only  his  own  property  in  the  public  funds, 
'  but  in  fome  manner  the  whole  public   funds  of 

B  4  *  Eiigland 
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*  England ;  which  was  juft  the  fame  as  if  a  man, 
'  concerned  only  in  one  Ihip,  fliould  give  a  premium 
'  for  the  infurance  of  fuch  a  fum  of  money  upon  the 
^  fafe  return  of  all  the  fhips  belonging  to  Great-Bri- 
'  tain* 

Upon  reading  the  laft  claufe,  by  which  the  bill 
was  made  to  continue  three  years,  the  Lord  Be- 
laware  moved,  '  That  it  might  be  made  to  continue 

*  but  for  one  year,  and  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
^  ^fTion  of  Parliament/ 

Lord  Bathurft  was  againft  this  amendment,  be- 
caufe,  he  fiid,  '  Such  a  fiiortterm  might  very  proba- 
^  bly  encourage  the  ftock- jobbing  gamefbers  to  enter 
^  into  a  combination  for  raifmg  inconveniences  and 
^  evil  confequences  which  they  might  perhaps  be  a- 
"^  ble  to  (upport  and  keep  up  for  fo  Ihort  a  time  by 

*  fome  fraudulent  and  artful  management,  in  order 
'^  to  make  people  fick  of  the  bill,  and  thereby  pre- 
"  vent  its  being  continued  *,   whereas  if  it  was  made 

*  to  continue  for  three  years,  things  would  in  that 

*  time  take  their  natural  courfe  \  the  gameflers  could 
'  not  hope  to  keep  up  by  art  and  management  any 

*  fort  of  inconveniences,  but  thofe  which  rea}ly  pro- 

*  ceeued  from  the  nature  of  the  bill  •,  and  therefore 

*  in  order  to  know  the  natural  and  real  confequences 
'•  of  it,  it  was  neceffary  tQ  give  it  a  continuance  for 

*  at  Icail  (hree  years. ■ 

•The  Earl  of  Hay  fpoke  for  this  amendment,  an^ 
the  Earl  o^  Strafford  aqd  the  Earl  of  Poulet  againft 
it.  At  laft  the  queftion  was  put  -,  upon  which  there 
was  a  divifion,  but  it  was  carried  againft  the  amcncj- 
ment  propofed,  27  againft  16. 

EMonof     ^^^"^  ^^^^^  ^^^  beginning  of  this  fefTion,   the  Earl 

^cotttjb     of  Marchmont  moved,  ^  That  the  houfe  of  Lords 

Veers.       might  refolve  to  go  into  a  committee,  to  take  into 

their  confideration  the  ele6tion  of  the   16  Peers  to 

reprefent  the  peerage  of  Scotland  in  the  Parliament 

of 
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of  Great  Britain  -,'  and  upon  its  being  reprcfented, 
that  fome  irregularities  had  crept  in,  particularly 
as  to  the  method  of  claiming  the  right  of  Peerage, 
the  houfe  agreed  to  the  relolution  propofed  ;  and 
accordingly,  on  TVeduefday  the  6i:li  of  Marchy  their 
Lordfliips  went  into  the  faid  committee,  and  the 
faid  Earl  made  a  motion  to  this  effe6t,  '  That^none 
'  but  thofe  defcended  of  the  body  of  a  Peer  or  Peer- 

*  efs,  who  had  a6lually  enjoyed  the  title  fince  the 

*  year  1690,  fliould  be  admitted  to  vote  at  the  dec- 
'  tion  of  the  1 6  Peers  thereafter  to  be  chofen  for  re- 

*  prefenting  the  Peers  of  Scotland  \^  the  Parliament  of 
'  Great  Britain^  until  their  title  had  been  in  a  propef 
'  way  laid  before,  and  approved  of  by  that  houfe.' 

The  Lord  Hardwlck^  the  Duke  o^  Nevjcajlle^  the 
Earl  o(  Ilajy  and  the  Lord  Harvey,  fpoke  againft 
this  motion  ;  and  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  the  Earl 
pf  WincheJfea^  the  Duke  of  Montrofe,  and  the  Earl 
of  Chejler field  fpoke  for  it  ;  the  Earl  of  Scarborough^ 
and  the  Duke  o^Argyle  fpoke  for  putting  it  off,  which 
at  lafl  was  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  was  dropt. 

After  which,  the  Marquis  of  Tweedale  moved, 
'  That  for  the  future  the  faid  i6ScottiJh  Peers  fliould 

*  always  be  chofen  by  ballotting. '  This  motion  oc- 
^cafioncd  a  confiderable  debate,  in  which  the  Duke 
of  Argyle,  the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle,  and  the  Lord 
Talbot  were  the  principal  fpeakers  againft  the  motion  -, 
and  the  Marquis  of  TweedaUy  the  Lord  Bathurft, 
and  the  Lord  Carteret  were  the  principal  fpeakers  for 
it.  At  laft  the  queflion  being  put,  it  was  upon  a  di- 
vifion  carried  in  the  negative,  75  to  45. 

Upon  which  the  following  proteft  was  entered. 

Die  Mercurii,   6  Mar  til ,    1733. 


•T 


HE  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  the  houfe 
to  take  into  confideration  matters  relating  tp 

*  the 


10  Parliamentary     A.  i7;4,. 

'  the  eledion  of  the  Peers  of  that  part  of  Great  Bri- 
*•  tain  called  Scotland^ 

*  Moved  to  refolve,  that  no  Peer  who  hath  claim- 

*  ed,  or  fliall  claim  right  by  fuccefiion  to  any  Peer- 

*  age  o^  Scotland,  other  than  a  defcendant  of  a  body 
^  of  a  Peer,  or  a  Peerefs,  who  has  been  in  the  pof- 
^  fefliKi  of  the  Peerage  claimed,  fince  the  25th  of 
'  Jpril,  1690,  fhall  be  admitted  to  vote  at  any  e- 

*  leClion  of  a  Peer  or  Peers  to  fit  in  Parliament,  for 

*  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  until  his 

*  right  and  tide  be  claimed  and  determined  in  this 

*  houfe. 

*  After  debate, 

'  Ordered,  That  on  Mojiday  next  this  houfe  fliall 

*  be  put  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to 
*-  take  into  confideration  matters  relating  to  the  e* 

*  ledion  of  the  Peers  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain 

*  Cd\\Q(\  Scotland. 

*  Then  it  was  moved  to  refolve,   for  the  better 

*  fecuring  the  freedom  of  the  election  of  a  Peer  or 

*  Peers  to  lit  in  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain,   on 

*  the  part  of  Scotland,  that  the  eledion  fliould  be  by 

*  way  of  ballot. 

'  And  the  queilion  being  ftated  thereupon, 

*  After  farther  debate, 

*  The  queftion  was  put  upon  the  faid  motion,  and 
'  It  was  refolved  in  the  negative.' 

Bijfentient^ 
i.TJEcaufe  this  motion  tending  only  to  make  a 
Jt3  variation  in  the  manner  of  elecfling  the  Peers 
for  Scotland,  we  apprehend  it  was  intirely  agreeable 
to  the  intention  of  the  2  2d  article  of  the  union.  For, 
whatever  can  contribute  to  make  the  eleftion  more; 

free 
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free  and  independent,  the  more  it  anfvvers  the  dcfign 
of  that  article  :  And  we  muft  obfcrve,  that  this  houic 
has  been  fo  far  from  thinking  the  manner  of  election 
unalterable,  that  a  bill  pafTed  tliis  houfe,  by  whicii 
the  eledion  itfclf  was  intirely  abolifhed. 

2.  Becaufe  in  an  eledion  of  this  nature,  tjic  me- 
thod of  voting  by  ballot  appears  to  us  infinitely  pre- 
ferable, on  many  accounts.  For,  as  it  is  well  known, 
there  are  feveral  alliances  among  that  body  of  nobi- 
lity, many  of  the  Peers  may  be  put  under  great  dif- 
ficulties, their  alliances  drawing  them  one  way,  and 
their  opinion  and  inclination  another  way.  It  is  alfo 
pofTible,  that  by  penfions  from  the  crown,  or  by  ci- 
vil or  military  preferments,  fome  of  them  may  lye 
under  obligations  to  a  court,  and  be  reduced  to  the 
hard  necefTity  (under  the  power  of  an  arbitrary  mvii- 
Jier)  either  of  lofing  their  employments,  or  of  voting 
againft  their  neareft  relations,  and  their  own  opinion 
alfo.  We  apprehend,  that  no  eledlion  can  be  called 
perfe(flly  free,  where  any  number  of  the  eledlors  arc 
under  any  influence  whatfoever,  by  which  they  may- 
be biafTed  in  the  freedom  of  their  choice. 

3.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  that  this  houfe  is  in  a 
moll  eflential  manner  concerned  in  the  freedom  of 
this  eledion  ;  for  if  fixreen  new  members  are  to  be 
brought  in  every  new  Parliament,  under  any  undue 
influence,  it  may  tend  to  fubvert  the  independence 
of  this  houfe,  and,  of  confequence,  the  confliitution 
of  the  whole  kingdom.  By  means  of  fuch  an  elec- 
tion, an  ajuhitious  tnimfter  may  make  ufe  of  the 
power  of  the  crown,  at  one  time  to  deftroy  the  inte- 
red  of  the  crown,  at  another,  to  opprefs  the  liberty 
of  his  fellow. fubjeds,  and  by  different  turns  proteCl; 
himfelf  from  the  jufl:  refentment  of  both. 

4.  As  this  houfe  is  the  higheft  court  of  judicature, 
and  the  lad  refbrt  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  pro- 
perties 
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perties  of  the  fubjedls  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
we  conceive,  that  every  perfon  who  is  mafter  of  any 
property,  is  concerned  in  the  confequence  of  this  mo- 
tion ;  for  if  fixteen  of  thefe  members,  in  whofe  hands 
this  great  truft  is  veiled,  (hould  ever  be  thought  to 
be  in  the  nomination  of  a  minijler,  the  fubjeds  of  thefc 
kingdoms  may  have  great  reafon  to  dread  the  confe- 
quence of  fuch  an  unwarrantable  influence,  by  which 
their  liberties,  lives  and  properties  might  be  render- 
ed precarious. 


Boyle, 

Marchmont, 

Montjoy, 

Bedford, 

Bathurjl, 

Tweedale, 

Carteret, 

Marlborough, 

Northampton^ 

Weymouth, 

Winchelfea, 

Warrington^ 

Cohham, 

Bruce, 

Stair, 

Cbefterfield, 

Ker, 

Denbigh^ 

Montrofe, 

BerkfJjire, 

Gower, 

Coventry, 

Oxford  and  Mort, 

Briftoly 

Strafford, 

Willoughhy  de  Br. 

Foley, 

Cardigan, 

Clinton, 

Tadcafter, 

Bolton, 

Aylesfordy 

Litcbfeld. 

Heverfloam, 

Scattijh 
Peers, 


Motion  a-  On  Friday  the  i8th  oF  March ^  the  faid  houfc 
gainft  cor-  rcfolved  itfelf  again  into  a  committee  upon  this  affair, 
lE"'"w^^"  the  Duktr  of  Bedford  moved,  '  That  the 
'  giving  or  promifing  any  fum  of  money,  pjit,pen- 

*  fion,    or  oth.r  reward,    to  any  of  the  Peers   of 
'  North-Britain,  for  giving  his  vote  in  the  elec^)o^i  of 

*  the  16  Peers  to  rcprefent  rhem  in  the  Parliament,  of 

*  Great  Britain,  war.  a  high  infulc  upon  fhe  crown,  a 

*  great  indignity  to  the  Peerage,  and  a  breach  of  the 

*  privilege  of  that  houfe. 

The  chief  fpeakers  in  flavour  of  this  motion,  were 
the  Duke  of  Bedford,  the  Earl  of  Stair  the  Lord 
WiUciigbby  0*1  Brook,  the  Earl  o^  Chef  erf  eld,  the  Lord 
Bathurfi,  r.he  Lord  Carteret,  and  the  Earl  oiWincheU 

Jea ; 
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fea ;  and  the  chief  fpeakers  againft  the  motion  were, 
the  Duke  of  Ncwcajlle^  the  1  ord  Harvey^  the  E.arl- 
of  Cboh?iondele)\  the  Lord  Talbot^  the  Duke  of  Ar- 
gylj,  and  the  Earl  of  Poulet.  But  upon  a  divifioa 
the  queftlon  was  carried,  againll  the  motion,  73 
Not  contents^  to  43  contents^  ot  the  Lords  who  were 
then  in  the  houfe  j  and  of  proxies  there  were  26 
Not  contents^  and  17  contents-,  fo  that  in  all  there 
were  99  againft  agreeing  to  the  motion,  and  60  for 


agreeing. 


Thofe  who  fpoke  in  favour  of  the  motion,   fpoke 
in  fubflance  thus  : 

My  Lords ^ 
*  It  is  well  known,  that  by  the  conflitution  of  Speeches 

*  this  kingdom,  all  eledlions,  of  whatever  nature,  ^^^  ^^^" 

*  ought  to  be  made  with  the  utmoft  freedom:  \Ye"^°^^^"" 

*  have  many  laws,  both  ancient  and  modern,  for  e- 
'  ftablifhing  the  freedom  of  elections,  and  for  pre- 

*  venting  any  undue  influence  that  may  be  made,  ei- 

*  ther  by  money,  by  threats,  or  by  promifes,  upon 

*  the  eled:ors  :  The  very  nature  of  the  thing  requires 

*  it  fliould  be  fo ;  for  every  man  who  is  allowed  a: 

*  vote  at  any  eledlion,   is  by  law  prefum.ed  capa- 

*  ble  of  determining  within  himfelf,  who  is  the  mofl' 
'  proper  perfon  for  that  poft,  office  or  employment, 

*  to  which  he  is  to  ele^l  \  and  if  he  be  direfted  in  his 

*  voting,  either  by  money,  by  threats,  or  by  promi- 

*  fes,  it  is  he  who  directs  that  is  properly  the  eledor^ 

*  and  not  he  who  is  made  the  tool  upon  that  occa- 

*  fion  ;  by  which  means  that  eledlion,  which  by  law 

*  ought  to  be  made  by  a  great  number  of  perfons, 

*  may  come  to  be  directed,  and  confequently  made, 

*  by  one  fingle  man. 

'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  it  has  always  been  deem- 

*  ed  to  be  a  maxim  of  the  common  law  of  England^ 

*  Tlmt  ekolions  Jhall  be  regularly  and  freely  made^ 

*  without  any  interruption  'whatever  \  and  this  maxim 

^  has 
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*  has  been  confirmed  and  inforced  by  mod  of  the 

*  great  Kings  that  ever  reigned  in   this  kingdom. 

*  Under  our  glorious  King  Edward  the  fir  ft,  v;as  that 
'  ftatute  made,  which  is  called  the  firft  of  fVeftmin- 

*  fter  •,  and  by  the  5th  chapter  of  that  ftatute  it  is  ex- 

*  prefty  ordained,   That  no  ^^reat  man^  or  any  other 

*  perfon^  Jhall  by  force^  by  malice^  or  by  threats^  any 

*  way  difturb  the  freedom  of  eleBion  under  the  fain  of 

*  grievous  forfeiture  ;  which  is  a  law  that  is  ftijl  in 

*  force,  and  a  law  that  relates  to  all  eledions  made 

*  or  to  be  made  within  this  kingdom  ;  and  fo  care- 

*  ful  were  our  anceftors  of  preferving  this  freedom  of 

*  eledlion,    that  even  requefts  and  earneft  folicita- 
-    *  tions  were  in  fuch  cafes  deemed  unlawful,   as  may 

*  appear  from  that  ftatute  which  was  made  in  the  7th 

*  of  Henry  the  IVth,  and  from  the  14th  chapter  of 

*  the  ftatute  called  Artiadi  Cleri,  which  was  made  in 

*  the  reign  of  Edward  the  lid  :  For  it  was  moft  rea- 

*  fonably  by  them  concluded,  that  if  any  great  or 

*  powerful  man  was  but  allowed  to  requeft  or  folicic 

*  a  man  for  his  vote  at  any  eledlion,  that  requeft  or 

*  folicitation  would  have  the  fame  effedl  as  if  he  had 

*  a6lually  threatened  that  man,  or  made  promifes  to 

*  him  for  giving  his  vote  as  directed  *,  becaufe  every 

*  man  would  naturally  prefume,  that  if  he  complied 

*  witii  the  great  man's  requeft,  he  might  expedt  his 

*  favour  j  and  if  he  denied  his  requeft,  he  muft  ex- 

*  ped  his  malice. 

'  From  hence  it  Is  plain,  my  Lords,  that  by  the 

*  very  nature  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  by  the  com- 

*  mon  and  the  ftatute  law  of  this  kingdom,   it  is 
'  highly  criminal  in  any  great  man  to  requeft  or  fo- 

*  licit  votes  at  any  eledion,  but  it  muft  be  ftill  more 

*  highly  criminal  in  any  man,  adually  to  give  or  to 

*  promife  any  money  or  other  reward  upon  fuch  an 
^  occafion,   efpecially  in  any  thing  that  relates  to  a 

*  right  of  fitting  in  this  houfe  •,  and  what  appears  to 

*  be  the  undoubted  law  of  England  is  fo  far  from  be- 

*  ins 
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ing  derogated  from,  by  the  union  between  the  two 
nations,  that  it  is,  in  the  particular  cafe  now  before 
us,  exprefly  confirmed  by  that  a6l  which  was  made 
in  the  Parh anient  of  Scotland^  for  fetthng  the  man- 
ner of  electing  the  1 6  Peers ;  and  which  acSt  is  by 
the  Parliaments  of  both  nations  declared  to  be  as 
valid  as  if  the  fame  had  been  part  of  the  articles  of 
union. 

'  Since  then  it  appears,  that  the  refolution  now 
propofed  is  nothing  but  a  declaration  of  what  is 
now  the  law  of  Great  Britain,  I  can  fee  no  reafon 
for  our  not  complying  with  the  motion  which  the 
noble  Duke  has  been  pleafed  to  make  to  us  ;  but 
on  the  contrary,  I  fee  many  and  ftrong  reafons  for 
our  agreeing  to  it ;  for  it  will  certainly  enforce  the 
laws  now  in  being  *,  it  will  put  people  in  mind  that 
there  are  fuch  laws,  and  will  contribute  greatly  to- 
wards terrifying  thofe  who  may  hereafter  have  evil 
intentions,  from  being  guilty  of  thofe  praftices 
which  they  know  to  have  been  fo  lately  condemn- 
ed by  this  houfe  :  And  fuch  a  refolution  is  at  pre- 
fent  the  more  necelTary,  becaufe  of  the  great  com- 
plaints now  fo  generally  made  over  the  whole  na- 
tion, againft  fuch  pradices  :  Bribery  and  corruption 
in  elections  of  all  kinds  is  now  fo  univerfally  com- 
plained of,  that  it  is  become  highly  neceffary  for 
this  hoitfe  to  come  to  fome  vigorous  refolutions  a- 
gainft  it,  in  order  to  convince  the  world,  that  ic 
has  not  as  yet  got  within  thefe  walls:  It  has  al- 
ready, I  am  afraid,  got  too  firm  a  footing  in  fome 
other  parts  of  our  conftitution  ;  what  is  now  pro- 
pofed v/ill  not,  I  am  afraid,  be  a  fufficient  barrier, 
but  I  am  very  fure,  if  fomething  is  not  very  fpee- 
dily  done,  if  fome  efixrdlual  meafures  are  not  foon 
taken  againft  that  deadly  foe  to  our  conftitution,  I  * 
fay,  1  am  fure,  that  in  a  fhort  time  corruption  will 
become  fo  general,  that  no  man  will  be  afraid  lo 
corrupt,  no  man  will  be  afhamed  of  being  cor- 
rupted, 

'  Tho* 
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*  Tho'  it  cannot  be  affirmed,  my  Lords,  that  any 

*  undue  influence  has  yet  been  made  ufe  of  in  the 

*  election  of  the  1 6  Peers  for  Scotland ;  the'  it  can- 

*  not  be  fufpedled  that  any  fuch  influence  will  ever 

*  be  allowed  of,  much  lefs  approved  of  by  his  pre- 

*  fent  Majefty,  yet  no  man  can  tell  how  foon  fuch  a 
•^  thing  may  be  attempted  *,  and  the  circumflances  of 
'  many  of  the  Peers  of  that  nation  give  us  great  rea- 

*  fon  to  be  jealous  of  fuch  attempts :  It  mull  be  al- 

*  lowed,  that  there  are  many  of  them  who  have  the 
♦    *  misfortune  of  having  but  fmall  eilates  j  it  is  well 

'  known  that  many  of  them  have  commiflions  in  the 
'  army,  or  places  in  the  government  depending  up- 

*  on  tlie  plealure  of  the  crown  •,    and  it  mufl:  be 

*  granted  that  fome  of  them  cannot  well  fupport  the 

*  dignity  of  their  titles,  and  the  ancient  grandeur  of 

*  their  families,  without  fuch  commifTion  in  the  ar- 

*  my,  or  poft  in  the  governmeni; :  U  then  any  future 

*  ambitious  Prince  fhould  think  of  fecuring  by  il- 

*  legal  means  a  majority  in  this  houfe,  in  order  to 

*  deftroy  the  liberties  of  his  people  •,  or  if  any  wicked 

*  minifl:er  who  had  got  the  leading  of  a  v/eak  prince, 

*  fliould   think  of  getting  a    corrupt   majority  in 

*  this  houfe,  in  order  to  fecure  him  againfl  an  im- 
'  peachm'ent  from  the  other,  are  not  we  naturally  to 

*  conclude,  that  the  firfl:  attempt  of  fuch  a  King,  or 

*  fuch  a  miniflier,  would  be  to  fecure  the  1 6  Peers 

*  from  Scotland, 

'  In  fuch  a  cafe  a  court-lid,  or  rather  a  minifte- 

*  rial-lifl:,  would  certainly  be  lent  down,  and  every 

*  Peer  of  Scotland  that  did  not  vote  plumb  for  that 

*  lifl:,  would  be  under-hand  threatened  with  being 

*  turned  out  of  his  commifllon  in  the  army  or  navy, 

*  or  out  of  his  employment  under  the  government  5 

*  and  others  would  be  induced  to  vote  for  it  by  fecret 

*  promifes  of  preferment,  or  of  being  provided  for. 
'  The  noble  families  of  Scotland  are,  my  Lords,  as 

*  ancient,  and  have  always  behaved  with  as  much 

*  honour,  as  the  nobility  of  any  nation  under  the 

*  fuui 
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fun  •,  but  in  fuch  a  cafe,  how  hard  might  he  the 
fate  of  fome  of  the  reprefentativcs  of  the  noble  fa- 
milies of  that  kingdom  :    They  mud  ungratefully 
voce  againft  thofe  who  perhaps  procured  them  th'c: 
commiflions  or  the  polls  they  enjoy,   they  mult 
vote  for  thofe  whom  they  know  to  be  men  of  no 
worth  nor  honour,  men  whom  they  know  to  be 
meer  tools  of  power  \  or  otherwife  they  mud  ex- 
pedl  to  be  dripped  of  all  their  preferriients  under 
the  government,  and  thereby  rendered  incapable 
of  fupporting  themfelves  in  their  native  country 
as  noblemen,  perhaps  even  as  gentlemen.    This  is 
a    misfortune    which    certainly    may     happen  ; 
This,  my  Lords,  is  a  misfortune  which,  in  re- 
gard to   cur  country,    in   regard  to  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  this  houle,  in  regard  to  our  own  fa- 
milies, we  ought  to  provide  againd  \  and  we  can- 
not provide  againd  It  too  foon. 
'  I  fay,  my  I>ords,  that  it  is  a  misfortune,  which 
in  regard  even  to  our  own  families,  we  ought  to 
provide  againd  \  for  it  is  Well  known  that  there  is 
but  feldom  any  difference  between  the  royal  and 
the  miniderial  power  :  There   never  can  be  any 
difference  between  the  two,  but  when  there  is  a 
jud,  a  wife  and  ah  active  prince  upon  the  throne  ; 
for  when  there  is  an  ambitious  and  an  unjud  prince 
upon  the  throne,  his  miniders  v/ill  readily  fubmit, 
he  will  make  every  thing  fubmit  to  his  power,  if 
he  can  ♦,  and  when  a  weak  or  an  indolent  prince 
happens  to  be  upon  the  throne,  the  whole  royal 
power  will  always  be  lodged  in  the  miniders,  ge- 
nerally in  one  prime  miniderj  and  as  fuch  mini- 
ders always  endeavour  to  adl  in  an  arbitrary  way, 
they  never  will  employ   any  but  thofe  who  v/ill 
meanly  fubmit  to  be  their  tools  •,  all  others  they 
will  endeavour  to  opprefs  or  dedroy  :  It  is  certain 
that  men  of  great  families  and  fortunes,  v/lio  have 
any  fenfe  or  penetration,  will  never  fo  eafily  iub- 
VoL,  XIL  C  '  '  niiK 
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^  nlit  to  the  arbitrary  views  of  an  ambitious  Prince, 

*  nor  will  they  fo  eafily  fubmit  to  be  the  tools  of  an 

*  over-bearing  minifter^  as  fools  or  mean  upftarts  ^ 

*  and  therefore  no  fuch  Prince  or  prime  minifter  will 

*  ever  employ  any  of  them,  if  they  can  do  without : 

*  While  the  ancient  dignity  and  the  weight  of  this 

*  boufe  is  preferved,  the  ancient  and  the  great  fami- 

*  lies  of  the  kingdom  will  always  be  able  to  confine 

*  the  views  of  an  ambitious  prince^  and  to  force  him 

*  to  delegate  a  juft  proportion  of  his  power  to  them  ; 

*  and  they  will  always  be  in  a  condition  to  force 

*  themfelves  in  upon  a  prime  minifter,   not  as  his 

*  tools,  but  as  his  partners  in  power  :  But  if  it  fbould 

*  once  come  to  be  in  the  power  of  a  prince  or  mini- 
"  fter,  to  fecure  by  diihonourable  means,  a  majority 

*  in  this  houfe,  the  greateit  part  of  our  poilerity  will 

*  for  ever  be  excluded  from  all  fhare  in  the  govern- 

*  ment  of  their  country  •,  none  but  mean  tools  of 

*  power,    and  knavifh  upftarts  will  be  employed 
'^  in  the  adminiftration  ;  and  perhaps  even  our  next 

*  fuccelTors    may   fee   a  wicked  and   over-bearing 

*  prime  minifter  of  ftate  at  the  head  of  a  parcel 

*  of  fools  and  knaves,  carrying  things  in  this  houfe 

*  by  a  majority,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  ge- 

*  nerality  of  mankind  without  doors,  and  contrary 

*  to    the    opinion   of  every   honeft  man  of  fenfe 

*  within. 

'^  To  me,  my  Lords,  it  is  as  clear  as  any  demon- 

*  ftration,  that  an  utter  exclufion  of  all  the  nobility 

*  in  Great  Britain^  who  had  either  honour  or  good 

*  fenfe,  from  any  fliare  in  the  adminiftration,  would 
^  be  the  certain  confequence  of  the  court's  getting  it 

*  in  their  power  to  fecure,  by  corruption,  a  majority 

*  in  this  houfe ;  but  I  am  much  afraid  the  misfor- 

*  tune  v/ould  not  ftop  here  ;  I  am  afraid  that  fuch  a 
'  court  would  foon  begin  to  think  of  getting  rid  of 

*  every  fimily  in  the  nation  which  could  be  any  way 
^  troublefome  to  them  j  and  of  fuch  a  refolution,  my 

*  Lords^ 
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Lords,  Tupportcd  by  fuch  a  majority,  how  flital 
might  the  conrequences  be  to  every  one  of"  your 
Lordfhips  families,  v/hich  happened  unforti:narcly 
at  that  time  to  have  a  reprefentative  beloved  in  his 
country,  rind  efbccmed  for  his  great  honour  and  his 
good  fenfe  :  Of  fuch  confcqiiences  I  iiave  the  moil 
terrible  apprehenfions :  I  hope  no  fuch  cafe  v/iJl 
ever  happen  ;  but  I  muft  defire  your  Lcrufliips  to 
confider  how  great  an  influence  a  number  of  16 
fure  votes  might  have  upon  all  the  refoluiions  of 
this  houfe  :  Look  into  your  journals,  look  into 
the  hillories  of  this  nation,  and  you  will  fee  hov/ 
many  queftions  quedions  in  which  the  very  being 
of  our  conllitution  was  deeply  concerned,  have 
been  carried  againft  the  then  enemies  of  ourconfli- 
tution,  by  a  majority  of  a  much  fmaller  number, 
perhaps  by  a  majority  of  not  above  two  or  three. 
Can  we  then  be' too  jealous  of  the  method  of  eledl- 
ing  the  1 6  Peers  for  Scotlajid  ?  Can  we  refufe  or 
neglcifl  to  ufe  all  thofe  means  that  lie  in  our  pow- 
er for  preventing  their  being  ever  chofen  by  mini- 
fterial  influence  ?  Can  we  fuppofe  that  ail  thofe 
who  are  chofen  under  fuch  an  influence,  will  not 
vote  in  this  houfe  under  that  influence  by  which 
they  were  chofen  ? 

'  Cuflom,  my  Lords,  Is  of  a  mighty  prevalent 
nature  \  even  virtue  itfelf  owes  its  refpedt  in  a  great 
meafure  to  cuflom  ;  and  vice,  by  being  openly 
and  avowedly  pradlifed,  foon  comes  to  difguife  :c 
fl'lf,  and  afTume  the  habit  of  virtue  :  If  miniile- 
rlal  influence,  if  private  and  felfifli  viev/s,  (houki 
once  come  to  be  the  fole  diredors  in  voting  at  the 
eledlion  of  the  1 6  Peers  for  Scotland^  the  Practice 
would  foon  get  even  into  this  houfe  itfelf;  and  as 
inferiors  are  always  apt  to  imitate  their  fuperiors, 
it  would  from  thence  defcend  to  every  election  and 
to  every  affembly  in  Great  Britain  :  Corruptioa 
^  would  then  come  to  be  openly  and  generally  avow- 
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ed  *,  k  would  afTume  the  habit  of  virtue  ;  the  la- 
crificing  of  our  country,  the  facrificing  of  all  the 
ties  of  honour,  friendlhip  and  blood,  to  any  perfonal 
advantage  or  preferment,  would  be  called  prudence 
and  goodfenfe ;  and  every  contrary  behaviour  would 
be  called  madnefs  and  folly  :  Then  indeed,  if  there 
were  a  man  of  virtue  left  in  the  nation,  he  might 
have  reafon  to  cry  out,  with  the  celebrated  Romim 
patriot,  O  virtue  I  I  have  followed  thee  as  a  'realgood^ 
hut  now  I  find  thou  art  7iothing  hit  an  empy  name. 
It  was,  my  Lords,  the  general  corruption  he  found 
in  his  country,  that  led  that  great  man  into  fuch  an 
exprefTion  :  He  died  in  the  defence  of  liberty  and 
virtue  -,   and  with  him  expired  the  laft  remains  of 
the  liberty  and  virtue  ot  his  country  -,  for  virtue 
and  liberty  always  go  hand  in  hand  -,  wherever  one 
is,  there  likewife    is  the  other,   and  from  every 
country  they  take  their  flight  together. 
'  I  have  fiid,  my  Lords,  that  it  cannot  be  affirm- 
ed, that  any  undue  influence  has  as  yet  been  made 
ufe  of  in  the  eledicn  of  the  Peers  for  Scotland; 
but  yet  it  mufl:  be  granted,  that  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  late  Queen's  reign,  there  feems  to  be  a 
ftrong  fufpicion,  that  Ibme  extraordinary  influence 
was  then  made  ufe  of;  for  the  16  that  were  firft 
chofen  after  the  Union,  were  all  fuch  as  were  known 
to  have  a  true  zeal  and  affedion  for  the  revolution, 
and  for  the  prefent  eft:ab]jfl:iment :  Soon  after  there 
was  a  change  in  the  minifl:ry  here,  and  upon  that  a 
new  Parliament ;  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  there  was 
any  change  among  the  eledors  of  the  16  Peers 
for  Scotland,   they  neceffarily  continued  to  be  the 
fame  ;  and  yet  there  was  fuch  a  thorough  change 
among  the   16  reprefentatives  then  chofen,    that 
hardly  one  of  the  form.er  was  fent  up  *,  the  whole 
16  were  fuch  as  were  agreeable  to  the  nev/  minif- 
try,  and  fuch  as  went  into  all  the  new  meafurcs 
then  fet  on  foot.     Even  fome  noble  Lords  now  in 
;  this  houfe,  whofc  confummate  prudence  and  great 

'  qualifications 


A.  17.U-         DEBATES.  21 

qualification.^  were  then  well  known,  were  left  out 
in  that  Queen's  time,  the*  the  Peers  of  Scotlajid  have 
been  ever  fince  fo  juft  to  themfelves,  as  always  to 
chufe  them  for  their  rcprefentativcs  :    How  this 
fhould  happen,  without  feme  undue  influence  being 
then  made  ufe  of,  I  cannot  well  comprehend  •,  and 
if  what  is  now  prophefied  fhould  happen  ;  if  upon 
the  next  eledion  it  lliould  be  found,  that  fome  noble 
Lords  are  left  out,  whofe  families  as  well  as  them- 
felves, have  been  eminent  and  remarkable,  for  their 
zeal  for  the  prefent  happy  eflablifhment,  as  well  as 
for   the  revolution  upon  which  it  is  founded  :   If 
fuch,  I  fay,  fliould  be  left  out,  for  no  other  reafon 
that  can  pofilbly  be  guefTed  at,  but  that  they  hap- 
pen not  to  be  altogether  agreeable  to  the  minifters 
for  the  time  being,  I  fhall  think  it  fl-ill  more  unac- 
countable *,  becaufe  that,   in  the  latter  end  of  the 
late  Queen's  time,  there  feemea  to  be  a  contefl  be- 
tween thofe  that  were  friends,  and  thofe  that  were 
enemies  to  the  proteftant  fucceiTion,  and  in  fuch  a 
conteft  there  is  fome  ground  to  prefume,  that  the 
Peers  of  Scotland  would  naturally  divide  into  two 
parties,  and  that  the  moft  numerous  party  would 
chufe  that  1 6,  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  of  the  par- 
ty they  efpoufed  ;  but  now,  my  Lords,  where  there 
is  no  principle  either  in  religion  or  politics  to  dire(fl: 
ihcm,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  they  will  na- 
turally divide  into  two  oppofite  parties  ;  or  that  the 
majority  of  them  will  naturally  refolve  not  to  vote 
foi"  any  one  of  thofe,  who  now  happen  to  be  dif- 
agreeable  to   the  minifter,    notwithftanding  their 
having,   for  a  continued  courfe  of  fo  many  years, 
thought  fome  of  them  worthy  of  the  honour  of 
being  their  reprefentatives  in  this  houfe. 
'  li  this,  my  Lords,  fiiould  really  happen ;  if  fome 
of  thofe  Lords  now  in  this  houfe,  whole  zeal  and 
affcdbion  for  his  Majefly's  perfon  and  government 
are  well  known,   whofe  qualifications  and  natural 

'  endowments  are  univerfally   acknowledged,    and 
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<  who  have  performed  many  eminent  fervices  to  their 
'  country  •,  if  fuch,  I  fay,  fhould  be  left  out,  and 

*  others,  who  may  not  be  known  in  the  world,  cho- 
'  fen,  or  at  leaft,  pretended  to  be  chofen  in  theii* 

*  ro5m,  I  fhall  be  apt  to  fufpecl,  I  believe  the  whole 

*  nation  will  conclude,  thatfome  of  the  Scotlijb  Peers 

*  have  not  been  direcled  in  their  choice,  by  that 
^  which  ought  to  be  their  only  dire6tor  upon  fuch 
'  occafions  •,  and  if  fuch  a  thing  fhould  happen,  \t 

*  w^ill  be  incumbent  upon  this  houfe  to  inquire  how 

*  it  was  brought  about ;  for  we  ought  not  to  admit 
'  any  unv.'orihy  perfon's  being  brought  among  us, 

*  nor  ought  we  to  allow  of  any  perfon's  being  brought 
^  unworthily  or  unjuftly  into  this  houfe  ;  this  we' 
^  have  a  right  to  inquire  into,  as  may  appear  by 
"^  v/hat  happened  fo  lately  as  in  the  reign  of  the  late 

*  Queen  •,  and  our  own  records,  our  own  hiftories' 
""  may  fhew  us,  that  the  bringing,  or  endeavouring  to 
^  bring,  unworthy  perfons  into  this  houfe,  was  inqui- 
^  red  into,  and  had  like  to  have  proved  fatal  to  King 

*  Henry  IIL 

'  In  fuch  cafes,  my  Lords,  we  are  not  tyed  down; 

*  to  the  flricl  rules  of  law,  we  are  not  to  expe6V 
"  every  criminal  fi6l  to  be  proved  by  two  or  three' 

*  v/itnefTcs ;  this  is  what  neither  houfe  of  Parliament 
^  ever  thought  themfelves  tied  down  to  ;  it  is  from 
'  circumftances  as  well  as  proofs  that  we  are  to  de- 

*  termine,  and  if  fuch  circumftances  fhould  concur 

*  as  mufl:  convince  every  man  of  common  fenfe  in 
'^  the  kingdom,  I  am  fure  I  need  not  tell  your  Lord- 

*  fliips  what  you  are  to  do  j  but  as  the  preventing  of 

*  crimes  is  much  more  prudent  and  lefs  troublefome 
'  than  fhe  punifhing  of  them,  let  us  therefore  now 

*  endeavour  to  prevent  the  committing  of  any  fuch" 
^  crim.es^  hy  agreeing  to  the  refoUuion  propofed. 

'  The  other  houfe  of  Parliament  has  pafled  many^ 
*'  laws  for  piev^enting  the  influence  of  bribery  and 

*  corriipucn  m  the  election  of  anv  of  their  members. 

^  They 
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*  They  have  lately  got  palTed  a  fcvcre  law  agalnrt 
'  that  abominable  pradlice  ;  and  another  bill  for  pre- 

*  venting  any  undue  influence  upon  their  members, 

*  after  they  are  chofen,  has  fince  been  feveral  times 
'  brought  in,  and  as  often  pafTed  in  that  houfe,   but 

*  your  Lordfhips  have  not,  it  feems,  thought  fit  to 
'  give  it  your  concurrence  :  While  there  are  fuch 

*  complaints  againft  the  growth  of  corruption,  while 

*  the  other  houfe  are  ufing  fuch  precautions  againll 

*  it,  fhall  we  fit  (till  and  do  nothing  ?  There  are  but  a 

*  few  of  the  members  of  this  houfe,  there  are  none 
'  but  the  1 6  for  Scotland^  who  owe  their  feats  here 

*  to  an  eledlion  :  Let  us  then,  my  Lords,  take  all 
^  poffible  care,  that  they  lliall  always  be  chofen  by  an 
"^  honourable,  a  fair  and  a  free  eledtion  :  If  they 

*  fhould  ever  come  to  depend  upon  a  miniller  for 
'  their  feats  in  this  houfe,  confider,  my  Lords,  what 
^  an  influence  it  might  have  even  upon  their  way  of 

*  voting  while  they  are  here  :   How  terrible  mull:  ic 

*  be  for  any  Lord  of  this  houfe,  to  be  cxpofed  to  the 

*  danger  of  being  told  by  an  infolent  minifl:er,  you 

*  fhall  vote  fo  or  fo,  otherwife  you  fhall  be  no  longer 

*  a  Lord  of  Parliament.    This  is  what,  I  hope,  your 

*  Lordfliips  will  endeavour  to  prevent,  by  agreeing 

*  to  this  refolution,  or  any  other  more  efil'6lual  me- 
'  thod  that  may  hereafter  be  found  to  be  neceflary.* 

Thofe  who  were  the  fpeakers  againft  the  motion, 
fpoke  to  the  following  elfecl:. 

Aly  Lords, 
^  That  both  by  the  common  and  fl:atute  Law  of  Speeches 

*  this  kingdom,  all   elecStions  ought  to  be  free  and  ^gai"lt  the 

*  undifturbed,  is  what  will  not  be  denied  by  any 

*  Lord  in  this  houfe  ;  and  that  the  giving  of  money, 
^  or  the  making  ufe  of  any  threats  or  promifes,  in 
'  order  to  induce  any  of  the  eledlors  to  vote  accord- 

*  ing  to  diredion,  is  a  crime  of  a  very  high  nature, 
■^  is  v/hat  will  be  as  little  controverted  j  but  this  is  fo 

C  4  *  far 
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•  far  from  being  an  argument  for  the  refolution  pro- 
^  pofed,  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  is  a  very  ftrong  ar- 
^  gument  againft  it ;  for  wherever  the  law  is  plain 
^  and  clear,  there  is  no  occafion  for  a  refolution  of 
^  this  houfe,  either  to  inforce  it,  or  to  put  people  in 

mind  of  it :  Upon  the  contrary,  our  coming  to 
^  iuch  a  refolution,  might  probably  make  people 
'  doubt  of  what  they  before  thought  evident,  becaufe 
^  our  refolution  would  not  make  that  to  be  law, 
'  which  was  not  fo  before,  and  fome  people  would 
^  naturally  conclude,  that  the  law  in  that  refpedt  was 
^  not  clear  and  evident ;  otherwife  this  houfe  would 
^  have  had  no  occafion  for  coming  to  any  fuch  refo- 
'^  lution.  In  the  prefent  cafe  indeed,  the  law  is  fo 
^  clear  and  evident,  that  no  man  of  common  fenfe 

can  doubt  of  it,  and  therefore,  our  coming  to  fuch 
'  a  refolution,  will  not  probably  bring  the  law  in 
'  doubt  with  any  man  in  the  kingdom  ;  but  I  can- 
;  not  help  thinking,  that  it  would  be  a  very  odd  and 
I  a  very  extraordinary  refolution  5  I  mud  really 
'  think  that  we  may  with  as  much  propriety  refolve, 

•  Tha^  the  levying  of  war  againft  the  Kin^  is  an  aU  of 

•  bigh-fyeajbn  -,    and  how  fuch  a  refolution   would 

•  appear  upon  the  journals  of  this  houfe,  I  leave 

•  your  Lordfnips  to  judge. 

'  As  I  have  laid,  my  Lords,  it  muO;  be  acknow- 

'  icdged  by  all,  that  the  giving  of  money,  or  the 

inaking  uie  ot  threats  or  promifes,  in  order  to  cor- 

'  rnpt  or  over- awe  the  eledors  at  any  eledion,  is  coq- 

trary  to  law  ;  but  yet  I  cannot  admit,  that  the 

making  ufe  of  any  fort  of  foiicitations  is  contrary  to 

aw- J  -I  cannot  think  but  that  any  Lord  of  ^.-^Z- 

/./;;^  may  afic  another's  vote,  at  any  enfuing  election 

or  the  16  Peers  for  that  kingdom,  and  that  in  fa- 

your  of  his  friends  as  well  as  of  himfelf  -,  and  if  any 

Lord  of  that  country  fliculd  have  the  honour  to 

be  kxrctary  of  (late,  or  in  any  other  high  office 

under  the  crown,  I  cannot  comprehend  how  he  can 

be  thereby  e^cludc^^d  from  being  a  candidate  at  that 

^  eledion  1 
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«  eledlion  •,  a  candidate  he  certainly  mny  be,  and  as 

*  fuch,  he  may  ask  every  other  Lord  of  that  coun- 
'  try  for  his  vote  at  the  cnfuing  clcdion  •,  nay,  he 

*  may  not  only  ask  that  favour  for  himfelf,  but  he 
'  may  ask  it  for  others ;    his  being  in  an  office  under 

*  the  crown  does  not  fbrip  him  of  the  privilege  which 
'  every  other  Lord  enjoys ;  nor  docs  any  law  now 

*  in  being,  make  his  felicitations  more  criminal  than 

*  thofe  of  the  other  Lords  of  his  country. 

^  The  laws  now  in  being  for  prelerving  the  free- 
^  dom  of  ele.dlions,  are,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion, 
'  fully  fufficient  for  that  purpofe ;  and  whoever  thinks 

*  lb,  mud  conclude,  that  there  is  not  the  leaft  occa- 
*•  fion  for  the  refolution  now  propofed  :  But  granting 

*  that  they  were  not  fufficient,  would  our  coming  to 
*■  fuch  a  refolution  render  them  fo  ?  It  cannot  be  fo 
'  much  as  pretended,  that  a  refolution  of  this  houfc 
'  would  add  to  their  fufficiency,  or  that  it  would  con- 

*  tribute  in  the  leaft  towards  making  a  law  effedual 
*■  for  the  end  propofed,  if  it  was  before  found  to  be 
*■  inefFedual.     Thus,   my  Lords,  there  is  either  no 

*  occafion  for  our  coming  to  fuch  a  refolution,  or  it 
'  would  be  of  no  ufe  when  made  j  and  therefore  I 
'  cannot  think  it  confident  with  the  dignity  of  this 

*  houfe,  to  have  any  fuch  refolution  entered  upon  our 

*  journal.  If  the  laws  in  this  rc-fped  are  infufficient, 
'  let  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  amending  and  ftrength- 
'  ening  them  •,  but  do  not  let  us  take  up  our  time 

*  with  making  refolutions  which  all  the  world  muft 

*  fee  to  be  of  no  ufe. 

'  This,  my  Lords,    is  a  very  ftrong  argument  a- 

*  gainft  our  coming  to  the  refolution  propofed  ;  but 
^  there  is  ft  ill  a  much  ftronger  •,   for  it  would,  in  my 

*  opinion,   be  a  very  high  indignity  offered  to  his  pre- 

*  fent  Majefty's  government  •,  it  would  tend  to  make 
^  the  whole  world  fuppofe,  that  fome  very  heinous 

*  practices  had  been  lately  carrying  on  by  his  Majefty's 
^  minifters,  for  influencing  the  eledlions  of  the  16 
I  Peers  for  §mland  s  and  to  fuppofe  that  his  Majefty 
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is,  or  can  be  fo  unjuft,  as  to  countenance  fuch  prac- 
tices, or  that  he  can  be  fo  weak  as  not  to  difcover 
them,  if  any  fuch  were  carrying  on  by  his  minif- 
ters,  is  one  of  the  higheft  indignities  that  can  be 
offered  to  the  crown.  It  is  indeed  a  fuppofition, 
which  no  man  can  make,  who  is  in  the  leaft  ac- 
quainted with  his  iVIajefty'sjuftice,  penetration,  and 
watchfulnefs  for  the  good  of  his  people  •,  but  our . 
coming  now  to  fuch  a  refolution,  would  be  doing 
at  lealt  all  in  our  power,  to  raife  fuch  a  fufpicion 
in  the  nation  *,  and  among  the  vulgar  and  ignorant, 
or  in  the  remote  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions, 
it  might  have  a  fatal  effect. 
*  Befides  this,  my  Lords,  it  would  be  a  mofl:  hei- 
nous affront  offered  to  the  whole  Peerage  of  Scot- 
land ;  it  would  be  a  fuppofmg  that  the  majority  of 
them  are  diredled  in  their  way  of  voting  at  the 
eledion  of  their  1 6  reprefentatives,  by  corrupt  and 
mercenary  views :  This  would  be  a  conclufion  that 
every  man  without  doors  would  naturally  draw, 
when  he  heard  that  your  Lordfhips  had  come  to 
fuch  a  refolution  ;  no  man  would  imagine  that  fuch 
a  thing  could  have  happened  without  any  proof, 
without  any  foundation.  The  Peers  of  North- 
Britain^  my  Lords,  are  by  the  articles  of  Union, 
declared  to  be  Peers  of  Great  Britain  ;  they  are  to 
have  rank  and  precedence  before  all  Peers  of  Great 
Britain  of  the  like  order  and  degrees,  created  fined 
the  Union  ;  they  are  to  enjoy  all  privileges  as  fully 
as  the  Peers  of  England^  except  fitting  in  this' 
houfe,  and  upon  trials  of  Peers ;  and  why  they 
fhould  be  thus  diflinguifhed  by  a  particular  refolu- 
tion of  this  houfe,  1  cannot  comprehend.  They 
have,  it  is  true,  no  fnare  in  the  legiOature,  except 
in  that  of  voting  for  their  own  reprefentatives  in 
this  houfe  ;  but  is  there  any  colour  of  reafon  for 
fufpccling  them  of  corrupt  and  mercenary  views  in 
their  way  of  voting  for  their  own  reprefentatives, 
more  than  there  is  for  fufpeding  every  Lord  her6 

'  of 
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'  of  fuch  views  in  his  way  of  voting,    as  to  every 

*  qu eft  ion  that  arifcs  in  the  lioufc. 

'  As  for  any  fufpicions  that  may  be  entertained 

*  about  the  eledlion  of  the  16  Peers  for  Scotland^  in 

*  the '•latter  end  of  the  Queen's  reign,   they  may  be 

*  eafily  cleared  up  :  The  elc<5lion  at  diat  time  did  not 

*  proceed  from  mercenary  or  corrupt  views,  but 

*  from  views  of  a  more  malignant  tendency,  if  any 

*  fuch  can  be.  Ic  is  well  known,  that  many  of  the 
'  then  Peers  of  Scotland^  were  either  fecret  or  avow- 

*  ed  Jacobites :  Upon  that  fatal  change  of  the  mi- 

*  niftry  here,  they  all  conceived  great  hopes  ;   there- 

*  upon  many  declared  themfelves  openly,  who  had 
'  never  done  fo  before,  and  fome  of  the  nonjurors^ 

*  cams  in  and  qualified  themfelves,  in  order  to  fervc 

*  a  turn  at  that  time,  which  they  took  to  be  in  ta- 

*  vour  of  that  principle  they  had  always  carefled ; 
'  and  all   thefe  joining  with  the  Scotujh  Peers,   who 

*  were  then  actually  employed  in  the  adminiftration, 

*  carried  the  election  againfb  thofe  who  flood  firm 

*  to  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  and  to  the  pro- 

*  teftant  fucceflion,  as  eftablifhed  in  his  prefent  Ma- 
'  jefty's  family :  But,    thank  God,  their  reign  was* 

*  but  fhort ;  and  his  late  Majefty's  accefTion  put  an- 

*  end  to  all  their  views  of  doing  any  thing  in  a  par- 
'  liamentary  way  •,  by  this  the  new  election  was  eafily 

*  carried  in  favour  of  the  friends  to  the  prefent 
'  eftablifhrnentj  and  foon  after  moft  of  the  profefled 

*  Jacobites  in  Scotland^  joined  in  an  open  rebellion, 
^  by  which  they  forfeited  their  titles  as  well  as  their 
'  eflates  to  the  crown  -,  whereby  the  neck  of  that 
^  party  was  intirely  broke,  fo  that  they  have  never 
'  been  able  to  make  any  effort  at  an  eledlion  fince 
^  that  time. 

'  Now,   my  Lords,   as  to  thofc  prophecies  which 
'  have  been  made  to  us,  about  the  enfuing  election  of 

*  Peers  for  Scotland^  I  am  afraid  they  are  as  iil-found- 
^  ed  as  any  other  of  our  modern  prophecies,   and  I 

*  ihall  be  glad  to  find  them  as  talfe  i  for  I  have  fo 
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great  a  refped  for  the  fixteen  we  have  now  the 
happinefs  to  have  among  us,  that  I  could  wifh  they 
v/ere  all  in  for  life  *,  but  as  their  being  here  depends 
upon  a  free  election,  their  being  all  returned  again 
is  what  neither  they  nor  we  can  expedl ;  and  indeed 
if  it  (liould  happen,  it  would  give  me  a  (Irong 
reafon  to  fufpedl,  that  the  ele(ftion  had  not  been 
free :  It  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  every  cledion 
will  bring  fome  new  Lords  among  us,  and  for  them 
fome  of  the  former  muft  be  left  out :  Becaufe  a 
noble  Lord  is  firmly  attached  to  the  prefent  efta- 
blifhment,  becaufe  his  family  has  always  been  zea- 
lous for  revolution  principles,  is  that  a  reafon,  my 
Lords,  for  us  or  for  him  to  expe6l,  that  he  fhould 
always  be  returned  one  of  the  fixteen  to  reprefent 
the  Peers  of  Scotland  in  this  houfe :  No,  my  Lords, 
there  are  many  noble  Peers  in  Scotland^  and  all 
are,  I  hope,  firmly  attached  to  the  royal  family 
now  upon  the  throne,  though  fome  may  not  per- 
haps have  had  an  opportunity  of  fhewing  it  fo  fully 
to  the  world  as  others  may  :  In  fuch  a  cafe  it  is 
reafonable  to  expedt,  that  every  one  will  endea- 
vour to  have  his  turn  ;  and  where  there  is  a  free 
elcdion,  it  is  reafonable  to  exped  that  thofe 
Lords,  who  have  not  a  mind  to  (^  up  for  them- 
felves,  will  fometimes  oblige  one,  and  fometimes 
another. 

'  But  even  as  to  the  minifterial  parties  that  have 
been  talked  of,  it  is  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Peers  of  Scotland  will  naturally  divide  into  two 
parties,  for  and  againft  the  miniftry,  as  to  fuppofe, 
that  they  can  naturally  divide  themfelves  into  two 
parties,  for  and  againft  the  eftablifhment  :  For 
while  the  adminiftration,  while  the  minifters  for 
the  time  being,  purfue  no  meafures  but  what  are 
for  the  honour  of  their  King,  and  the  good  of  their 
country,  it  is  as  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  all 
thofe  who  think  fo  will  naturally  join  in  the  fup- 
porting  of  their  meafures,  as  it  is  to  fiippofe,  that 

*  they 
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thc7  would  natunilly  join  in  the  fupport  of  the 
prelent  eftablifliment,  were  it  poflible  to  bring  ic 
into  difpute  *,  and  were  I  a  Peer  of  Scotland^  and 
convinced  of  the  wifdom  and  uprightnefs  of  all  the 
meafures  purfued  by  the  miniflers  for  the  time  be- 
ing, I  fhould  be  as  loth  to  give  my  vote  for  re- 
turning a  Lord  to  this  houfe,  who,  I  knew,  or 
even  fufpeded  would  oppofe  the  miniftry  in  all 
their  meafures,  as  I  would  be  to  give  my  vote  for 
returning  to  this  houfe  a  Lord,  whom  I  knew  to 
be  really  difaffedled  to  his  MajeRy  and  his  family  : 
And  as  there  never  was  yet  in  any  country  a  fet  of 
minifters,  whofe  meafures  Avere  approved  by  all 
men,  therefore  I  fhall  always  expedl,  that  upon 
every  elc6lion  in  Scotla?2(U  the  Peers  will  naturally, 
and  without  any  fclfifli  or  corrupt  views,  divide 
themfelves  into  two  parties,  one  whereof  will  be 
compofed  of  thole  who  do  not  approve  of  tlie 
meafures  purfued  by  the  adminiftration,  and  the 
other  of  thofe  who  do  approve  of  them  -,  the  natu- 
ral confequence  of  which  will  be,  the  propofing  or 
concerting  of  two  lifts ;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  it  is  ve- 
ry natural  to  conclude,  that  one  of  the  lifts  will  al- 
ways be  returned  without  an  exception  :  For  this 
reafon,  my  Lords,  as  "^^tW  as  on  account  of  the 
natural  uncertainty  and  changeablenefs  of  a  free  e- 
ledion,  I  fhall  be  no  way  furprifed,  if  fome  of 
the  noble  Lords  now  in  this  houfe  be  not  rechofcii 
at  the  next  election  :  The  capacity  and  the  quali- 
fications of  the  noble  Lords,  we  have  now  the 
happinefs  to  have  from  that  country,  are  well 
known,  and  no  man  has  a  better  opinion  of  them 
than  I  have  -,  yet  I  make  no  doubt,  but  that  there 
are  other  Lords  in  Scctlaud  of  equal  capacity,  and 
equally  qualified  for  reprefenting  the  Peerage  of 
that  kingdom  in  this  houfe  ;  and  if  they  fliould 
fend  up  Ibmje  new  reprefenratives,  in  the  room  of 
fome  of  thofe  who  are  now  here,  I  fliall  be  very 
far  from  imputing  it  to  any  undue  influence  ^  on 
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^  the  contrary,  I  fhall  from  thence  conclude,  that 
^  the  election  has  been  abfoluteiy  free  and  uncon- 

*  trouled. 

'  As  to  the  contriving  and  making  laws  againft 

*  corruption,   the   other  houfe  of  Parliament,   my 

*  Lords,   has  very  good  reafon  for  fo  doing  :  It  has 

*  been  often  proved,    at  the  bar  of  that  houfe,   that 

*  bribery  and  corruption  has  been  pradifed  in  the 

*  molt  flagrant  manner,  at  the  eledion  of  fome  of 

*  thofe  who  have  been  returned  members  of  that 

*  houfe  -,   and  therefore  they  have  often  had  a  mod 

*  fubftantial  reafon  for  taking  the  alarm,    and  for 

*  providing  againft  that  mortal  foe  to  the  conftitu- 

*  tion  of  their  country,    who,  they  perceived,  had 

*  already  attacked  it  in  the  mod  tender  part :   But 

*  for  God's  fake,    my  Lords,  what  reafon  have  we 

*  for  this  alarm  ?    Has  it  ever  been  proved  at  the 

*  bar  of  this  houfe,   has  it  ever  yet  been  fo  much  as 

*  pretended  by  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  that  the  fix- 

*  teen  Peers  for  Scotland^  or  any  one  of  them,   was 
'  eledled  by  the  means  of  bribery  and  corruption,  or 

*  by  the  nieans  of  any  other  fort  of  undue  influence  ? 

*  Is  not  this  a  material  difference  between  this  houfe 

*  and  the  other  ?    Is  it  not  from  thence  clear,   that 

*  we  have  no  manner  of  reafon  for  contriving  any 
'  law  againfl  corruption  ?   And  much  lefs  have  we  a 

*  reafon  for  coming  to  any  fuch  refolution  as  is  now 

*  propofed.' 

To  this  it  was  replied,  by  thofe  who  fpoke  in  fa- 
vour of  rhe  motion,    in  fubftance  as  follows. 

*  I  find,  my  Lords,  it  is  admitted  of  all  fides^ 
that  the  giving  or  promifing  of  money,  or  other 
reward,  or  the  making  ule  of  any  fort  of  threaten- 
ings  orpromifes,  in  order  to  influence  the  e- 
lectlon  of  the  Peers  of  Scotlaf^d^  is  dire6lly  con- 
trary to  law,  and  therefore  it  is  needlefs  to  fay  any 
thing  farther, as  to  thrwC  point  j  but  as  to  foUcita- 

*  tions. 


A.  17;+.        DEBATES.  31 

tions,  or  afking  of  votes,  I  mull  beg  leave  to  ex- 
plain it  a  little.  I  fliall  agree  with  thofe  l.ordj 
who  have  Ipoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  quellion, 
that  every  Lord  of  that  country  may  be  a  candi- 
date, and  as  fuch  may  apply  to  the  other  Lord$ 
for  the  favour  of  their  votes  at  the  enfuing  electi- 
on -,  and  as  the  law  now  (lands  (though  1  wifh  it 
were  otherwife)  every  Lord  may  afk  the  fame  fa- 
vour for  thofe  of  his  friends,  who  may  likewife  be 
candidates ;  but  with  regard  to  miniilers  of  (late, 
and  thofe  in  high  offices  under  the  crown,  there  i$ 
a  great  difference  as  to  the  manner  of  application 
which  they  make  ufe  of,  in  order  to  obtain  the  fa- 
vour for  which  they  folicit ;  if  they  afl<:  the  favour 
in  an  humble  manner,  only  as  private  men,  and 
without  any  thing  of  the  minifterial  air,  either  for 
themfelves  or  their  friends,  they  do  not,  I  believe, 
offend  againfl  the  laws  now  in  being  •,  but  if  any 
thing  of  the  minider  appears  in  their  manner  of 
afking,  it  may  be  of  the  moft  fatal  confequence  to 
the  freedom  of  the  eledion. 
'  In  order  to  explain  what  I  m.ean,  I  (hall  take 
an  example  from  the  eledions  of  the  other  houfe  : 
Though  a  gentleman  be  a  commiffioner  of  the 
treafury,  or  of  the  admiralty,  he  may,  without 
doubt,  fet  up  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent  any  coun- 
ty, city  or  borough  in  Great  Britain  ;  he  may  afk 
the  eledors  for  the  favour  of  their  votes,  and 
wherever  he  has  a  natural  interefl,  he  may  make 
ufe  of  that  interefl  in  favour  of  his  friends  ;  but  if 
he  fhould  make  interefl:  either  lor  himfelf  or  his 
friends,  not  as  a  private  gentleman,  but  as  a  Lord 
of  the  treafury,  or  of  the  admiralty,  and  as  fuch 
fhould,  by  his  agents,  fend  his  commands  to  thofe 
who  depend,  or  may  expecl  to  depend  upon  the 
board  to  which  he  belongs,  with  diredlions  how  to 
vote,  or  for  whom  to  make  interefl:,  in  any  coun- 
ty, city  or  borough  in  Great  Britain^  fuch  a  me- 
thod of  application  would  hz  highly  criminal  ;  k 
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ought,  I  think,  to  be  deemed  high  treafon.  In 
like  manner,  my  Lords,  if  upon  an  approaching 
eledion  in  Scotland^  any  Lord  of  that  kingdom, 
who  happened  to  be  in  a  high  office  under  the 
crown,  ihould,  by  himfelf  or  his  agents,  fo  much 
as  infinuate,  that  the  King,  the  government,  the 
miniflry,  or  the  Hke,  expeded  that  any  Lord  of 
that  kingdom  would  vote  for  fuch  a  man,  or  fuch 
a  lift,  fuch  a  folicitation,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  might 
be  fital  to  the  freedom  of  that  ejedion,  and 
would  confequently  be  highly  criminal :  And  this 
diftindion  oughc  to  be  particularly  attended  to, 
when  we  talk  of  folicitations  in  any  eledion  what- 
ever, 

*  As  our  laws  now  ftand,   my  Lords,  we  ought 
to  be  particularly  watchful  in  this  refped  ;  and 
confidering  the  vaft  power  lodged  in  the  crown, 
confidering  the  many  favours  the  minlfters  of  the 
crown  have  to  beftov/,  I  am  afraid  our  utmoft 
watchfulnefs  would  fignify  nothing,   if  any  fuch 
attempts  fliould  ever  be  made  by  thofe  in  power. 
It  is  impoflible  to  prevent  the  minifters  of  the 
crown,  or  their  agents,  intermeddling  fome  way 
or  another,  almoil  in  every  eledion  in  Great  Bri- 
tain :  Let  them  make  their  application  in  the  moft 
humble  manner,  let  them  make  ufe  of  the  mod 
modcft  expreflions  that  can  be  thought  of,  thofe 
they  apply  to  will  depend  upon  their  favour,   if 
they  comply  with  their  requell ;  and  if  they  refufe 
to  comply,  they  may,  they  will  exped  their  ma- 
lice :  The  requeft  of  a  man  in  power,  tho'  made 
in  the  moft  humble  manner,  muft  always  necelTli- 
rily  imply  a  threat  if  denied,  a  promife  if  compli- 
'  ed  with  :  This  muft  neccdlirily  have  a  great  influ- 
'  ence  upon  all  eledions,   and  if  obedience  to  fuch 
'  requefts,    ftiould  once  be  found   to  be  the  only 
'  road  to  preferment,  either  in  church  or  ftate,  they 
'  will  foon  bjcome  fatal  ro  the  boafted  liberties  of 
^  this  nation. 
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*  It  was  for  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  that  I  lately, 
in  this  committee  gave  my  vote  for  having  all  fu- 
ture elections  of  the  fixtecn  Peers  for  Scotland  made 
by  ballotting.     It  was  for  this  reafon,  my  Lords, 
that  I  moft  heartily  concurred   in  agreeing  to  that 
bill,  which  in  the  late  King's  reign  was  pafTed  by 
this  houfe,  for  making  fo  many  hereditary  Peers 
for  Scotland^    and  for  limiting  the  power  of  the 
crown,  with  refpev5l  to  the  creating  of  any  new 
Peers  of  Great  Britain.     That  neceflary  bill  was 
thrown  out  in  the  other  houfe  ;    it  was  thrown  out 
(I  do  not  know  howj  by  the  afliftance  even  of  fome 
of  thofe  who  have  always  pretended  to  be  patrons 
of  liberty.     My  opinion  was  then,  my  opinion  is 
fo  flill,  that  it  was  the  bed  contrived  bill  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  this  country,  that 
was  ever  brought  into  either  houfe  of  Parliament ; 
and  I  mud  fay,  that  if  I  had  had  the  misfortune 
to  have  been  one  of  thofe  whooppofed  that  bill,  I 
fhould  from  that  moment  have  thrown  up  all  pre- 
tences to  my  being  a  lover  of  liberty  ;    I  fliould 
have  expelled  that  every  man  would  have  told  me, 
that  I  made  ufe  of  that  popular  pretence  only  as  a 
ftep  to  power,  but  that  he  faw  plainly  I  had  no  re- 
gard for  it,  when  it  came  in  competition  with  any 
of  my  own  little  private  views. 
*  Suppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  laws  now  in  being 
are  fully  fufficient  for  preferving  our  conftitution 
againft  the  baneful  effedls  of  corruption  ;  fuppofe 
that  they  want  no  addition  or  amendment ;  yet  is 
it  not  an  ufual  thing,  may  it  not  fometimes  be  a 
neceffary  thing  to  revive  fuch  laws  ?  Does  not  his 
Majefty  often  do  it  by  proclamation }  And  the  on- 
ly way  that  either  houfe  of  Parliament  can  revive 
any  law,  is  by  a  refolution.     Suppofe  again,  that 
the  laws  in  being  are  not  fufficient  to  preferve  us 
againfl:  all  manner  of  undue  influence  in  ele<5lions  ; 
■  we  all  know,  that  a  new  law  for  amending  and 
'  flrengthening  the  old,  is  not  fo  eafily  contrived. 
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nor  (o  eafily  paffed  ;  ic  requires  fome  time  to  con- 
fider  the  laws  in  being,  to  dilcover  their  defeds, 
to  find  out  the  methods  of  evading  them,  and  to 
contrive  proper  precautions  againft  fuch  evafions  i 
all  this  requires  time,  and  when  this  is  done,  we 
are  not  fure  that  the  other  houfe  will  join  with  us 
in  opinion,  we  are  not  fure  that  the  King  will  con- 
fent  to  what  both  houfes  have  agreed  to.  In  the 
mean  time,  is  ic  not  very  proper,  may  it  not  be 
abfolutely  neceffary  to  endeavour  to  put  fome  check 
to  the  growing  evil  ?  There  have,  'tis  true,  been 
many  laws  lately  palled  for  regulating  the  eledi- 
ons  in  the  other  houfe,  and  for  preventing  corrup- 
tion as  to  them  •,  but  has  there  ever  any  one  been 
paffed  in  the  Parliament  of  Greal  Britain^  for  re* 
gulating  the  elections  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  6"^^/- 
land?  Does  not  that  eledion  now  depend  only  up- 
on the  common  law,  and  upon  that  act  of  the  laft 
Scottijh  Parliament,  by  which  the  manner  of  eled- 
ing  thofe  Peers  was  regulated  ?  Suppofe  that  a6l  to 
be  fufiicjent  for  guarding,  af^^ainil  corruption,  yet  it 
is  now  fo  long  ago,  that  it  may  be,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  very  proper  to  revive  it :  But,  my 
I^ords,  it  is  plain  that  the  eleflion  of  thofe  fixteen 
Peers  is  not  fully  regulated,  nor  the  evils  of  cor-^ 
ruption  fufficienrly  guarded  againft,  either  by  the 
common  law,  or  by  that  ad  of  the  Scotttjh  Parlia- 
ment. The  very  committee  we  are  now  in,  ihews 
the  contrary  :  Your  Lordfliips  would  never  have 
agreed  to  the  going  into  this  comtnittee,  if  you  had 
thought  that  no  regulation  or  amendment  was  ne- 
cellary  :  We  are  all  fenfible  of  the  deficiency,  but 
we  have  not  yet,  it  feems,  fallen  upon  a  proper 
method  to  make  up  that  deficiency  ;  and  till  that 
can  be  done,  let  us  do  what  is  now  in  our  power  j 
let  us  agree  to  the  refokition  propofedv  It  will  at 
jeall  juilify  this  houfe  to  the  world  •,  if  ever  there 
was  any  undue  infiuence  made  ufe  of  at  that  ele^i- 
on,    if  there  fnali  be  any  fuch  at  the  next  eledtion, 
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it  will  fliew  that  the  majority  of  tliis  hoiifc  were  in- 
nocent ;  it  will  fhcw  that  we  endeavoured  to  pro- 
vide againll  it  as  foon  as  we  could. 
'  What  is  now  propofed,  is  fo  tar  from  being  an 
indignity  oficrcd  to  his  Majefly,  that  the  very  pre- 
tending that  it  is  lb,  or  that  his  Majelly  would 
take  it  as  fuch,  is  one  of  the  createit  indicrnities 
that  can  be  offered  to  him.  Can  it  be  thought 
that  this  houle  is  To  ihort- lighted  as  never  to  pro- 
vide againft  an  evil  till  it  has  fallen  upon  us  ?  The 
very  pretending  to  think  fo  of  this  houfe,  or  of  ei- 
ther houfe  of  Parliament,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
very  high  indignity  to  both  :  Can  it  be  thought 
that  his  Majefty  vv'ould  look  upon  any  provifion 
made  by  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  for  the  fifety 
of  our  conftitution,  as  an  indignity  offered  to 
him  ?  No,  my  Lords,  every  wife  King,  fuch 
as  his  Majefty  is,  mufV  be  heartily  engaged  in  the 
prefervation  of  our  conftitution,  becaufe  that  if 
any  wrong  be  done,  he  is  juftified  by  the  very  na- 
ture of  our  conftitution,  his  minifters  and  evil  coun- 
fellors  only  are  to  bear  the  blame.  This  indeed 
may  make  minifters,  and  certainly  will  make 
wicked  minifters  endeavour  to  overturn  our  confti- 
tution •,  but  a  Juft  and  a  v/ife  King  will  always  join  ' 
with  his  Parliament  in  preventing  the  bad  effe6ls  of 
evil  counfellors,  as  well  as  in  brinsing  them  to  con- 
dign  punifhment. 

*  Was  ir,  my  Lords,  ever  pretended  that  the  late 
King  looked  upon  the  Peerage  bill  I  have  now 
mentioned,  as  an  indignity  ofrered  to  him  ?  Might 
it  not  have  then  been  faid,  that  the  paffmg  of  iiich 
a  bill  vv'ould  have  made  the  v/orld  fuppofc,  that  his 
late  Majefty  had  made  fome  qnjuft  ufe  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  in  the  creation  of  Peers  r 
Might  not  this,  I  lay,  have  been  pretended  with 
as  much  juftice  as  to  pretend  now,  that  our  com- 
ing to  the  refolution  propofed  v-zill  make  the  v/orld 
believe,  that  hl'^,  prcleat  Maiefrv  ha^  countenanced, 
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or  at  lead  fijiTcred,  fome  wicked  practices  to  be 
made  life  of  in  the  election  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for 
Scotland  ?  Every  one  of  your  Lordfhips  muft  fee, 
that  there  was  then  as  much  ground  for  the  one 
pretence  as  there  is  now  for  the  other  :  Yet  fo  far 
was  his  late  Majefty  from  harbouring  any  thought 
that  an  indignity  was  thereby  offered  to  him,  that 
he  approved  of  the  bill  before  it  was  brought  into 
this  houfe.  He  not  only  approved  of  that  bill, 
my  Lords,  but  he  made  ufe  of  an  expreflion  which 
ought  never  to  be  forgot  •,  an  expreflion  which 
ought  to  be,  which  always  will  be  remembered, 
by  every  true  Briton  :  He  told  his  minifters. 
Gentlemen,  confider  what  may  he  wanting  for  the 
fecurity  of  your  conftitution  •,  for  whatever  may  he 
thought  neceffary  for  that  pirpofe,  I  am  ready  to 
conjent  to.  And  as  his  prefent  Majefty  inherits 
the  crown  of  his  father,  fo  I  know  he  inherits  all 
thofe  good  qualities  which  fhone  forth  with  fo 
much  luftre  in  him.  Therefore,  my  Lords,  we 
are  not  in  the  leaft  to  fufpedl,  that  his  prefent 
Majefty  will  look  upon  this  refolution,  or  any  re» 
folution  we  can  come  to,  for  preventing  fixteen 
miniftcrial  Peers  being  always  forced  in  upon  us 
from  Scotland,  as  an  indignity  offered  to  him. 
*  As  the  propoilcion  now  before  us,  cannot  be 
thought  to  be  an  indignity  offered  to  his  Majefty 's 
government,  fo  neither  can  it  be  thought  any  fort 
of  affront  to  the  Peerage  of  Scotland :  On  the  con- 
trary, every  man  of  honour,  as  all  the  Peers  of 
that  nation  are,  muft  take  it  as  a  piece  of  the  ut- 
moft  regard  that  can  be  (hewed  to  them  :  It  is  not 
eafily  to  be  prefumed,  that  any  of  the  prefent 
Peers  of  Scotland  can  be  biaffed  by  bribery,  by 
threats,  or  by  promifcs  j  but  neither  we,  nor  they, 
can  tell  what  fort  of  men  their  pofterity  may  be  ; 
nor  can  any  man  certainly  conclude,  that  every 
one  of  fuch  a  great  number  of  men,  will  have 
virtue  enough  to  withftand  the  great  temptations, 
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*  which  an  enterprifing  minifler,  fole  maftcr  of  the 
'  ear  of  his  mafter,   may  be  able  to  throw  in  their 

*  way,  and  therefore  all  that  is,  or  can  be  dcfign- 

*  ed  by  the  prefent  motion,  is,  to  prevent  them,  or 

*  their  poflerity,  from  being  led  into  temptation  \ 

*  and  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any  minifler,  to 
'  make  any  of  the  prefent  or  future  Peers  of  Scot- 

*  land  fuffer,  for  their  adhering  flridly  to  the  rules 
'  of  honour  and  virtue  :  The  pretence  for  this  affront 

*  is  built  upon  the  llmie  ilmdy  foundation  with  the 
'  former;  it  is  built  upon  the  fuppofition,  that  this 
'  houfe  can  never  think  of  providing  againfl  an  e- 

*  vil  till  it  has  adually  happened :  But  to  me,  my 
'  Lords,   it  is  ftill  fomething  more  extraordinary  to 

*  afk  in  this  cafe,  why  fhould  the  Peers  of  Scotland 

*  be  thus  particularly  diftinguifhed  from  the  other 

*  Peers  of  Great  Britain  ?  Is  it  pofTible  to  make  a 

*  queftion  of  this  ?    Does  not  every  man,    at  firfl 

*  fight,  fee  that  the  Peers  of  Scotland  are,  by  the 

*  very  nature  of  our  conftitution,  diftinguiflied  from 
'  the  other  Peers  of  G7'eat  Britain  ?  Is  there  any  o- 

*  ther  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  who  has  any  thing  to 

*  do  with  eledions  ?    I  muft  then  leave  it  to  your 

*  Lordfhips  to  confider,    how  odd  it  would  have 

*  looked,  to  have  propofed  fuch  a  refolution  in  ge- 

*  neral  terms :    If  it  had  been  propofed  in  general 

*  terms,  it  mufl  have  run  thus.  That  the  gi'ving   or 

*  promifing  any  fujn  of  money,  or  other  reward,  to  any 
'  Peer  0/ Great  Britain,  for  giving  his  vote  at  any  e- 
'  legion,,  was  an  high  infult, — ■ And   if  it  had 

*  been  propofed  in  fuch  terms,  would  not  every 
'  man,    who  knows  any  thing  of  our  conftitution, 

*  have  had  reafon  to  have  laughed  at  fuch  a  propo- 

*  fition? 

'  Without  doors,    my  Lords,  there  are  fufpicions 

*  that  fome  of  the  former  elections  of  Scottijh  Peers 

*  have  proceeded  from  undue  influence  :  We  of  this 

*  houfe  are,    and  have  been  perfonally  acquainted 

*  with  moft  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland^  we  know  their 
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'  honour  and  their  integrity,  and  therefore  we  con- 
'  elude,  that  there  is  no  ground  for  fuch  fufpicions  ; 

*  bu/t  thofe  who  have  not  had  the  honour  of  a  perfo- 
'  nal  acquaintance  with  them,  muft  judge  from  e- 
'  vents  ;  and  notwithftanding  what  a  noble  Lord  was 
'  pleafed  to  fay  about  the  eiedion  of  the  1 6  Peers 
^  for  Scotlaud^  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
'  Amic^  it  mull  appear  a  little  odd  to  thofe  who  are 
^  not  particularly  acquainted  v/ith  the  hiftory  of 
'  that  time  :  A  great  majority  of  the  Scottijh  Peers 
'  had  but  a  few  years  before  agreed  to  the  union,  by 

*  which  the  Proteftant  fucceffion   was  eftablifhed  in 

*  that  kingdom  :  and  to  fee  that  a  great  majority  of 
^  the  faine  men  (for  there  could  not  be  any  great 
'  change  by  death  in  that  time)  fliould  fo  foon  af- 
^  ter  join  rogedier   in  undermining  that  Proteflant 

fucccitio!-:,  mufl,  I  fay,  my  Lords,  appear  a  little 
extraordinary  to  ;.he  generality  of  mankind  :  They 
will  not  believe,  that  two  fuch  contrary  events 
could  proceed  from  the  fame  caufe,  and  therefore 
they  will  be  apt  to  conclude,  that  there  was  fome 
foul  play  in  one,  or  perhaps  in  both. 
'  To  pretend,  my  Lords,  that  a  whole  body  of 
men  will  naturally  intereft  themfelves,  fo  paiTionate- 
ly  and  fo  zealouily,  in  the  difpute  about  the  wif- 
doni  and  uprightnefs  of  the  meafures  of  any  mi- 
niiler  or  miniilers,  as  to  facrifice  thereto  all  tie^ 
of  blood,  all  ties  of  gratitude,  friendlhip,  and  ac- 
quaintance, is  really  fomething  very  new.  It  is 
well  knov/n,  that  fuch  a  fervent  zeal  never  takes 
place  but  in  the  time  of,  or  in  the  prelude  to  a  ci- 
vil war  ;  and  God  ibrbid  it  Ihould  ever  be  in  the 
power  of  any  niiniiter  to  involve  this  nation  in  fuch 
a  calamity,  for  the  fike  of  jufbifying  his  meafures  : 
Even  in  the  time  of  civil  wars,  it  has  often  hap- 
pened, that  private  and  perfonal  friendfliips  have 
lubfilted  to  the  very  laft,  between  public  enemies  : 
How  then  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  any  Lord  of 
Scotland  fliould,  at  the  next,  or  any   future  elec- 

^  tion. 
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■  tion,  naturally  agree  to  leave  out  of  his  lift  of  i6 
Peers,  foinc  Lords  who  are  his  near  relations,  his 
old  friends,  and  his  great  benefidors,  and  fill  up 
in  their  room  others,  who  are  no  way  related  to 
him,  with  whom  he  never  had  any  intimate  acquain- 
tance, from  whom  he  never  received  any  favour  : 
That  this,  my  Lords,  (liould  be  a  natural  effed:, 
or  that  itfliould  proceed  from  a  furious  zeal  for  or 
againil  the  meafures  of  the  adminiftration,  is  im- 
polTible  to  conceive  •,  and  therefore,  if  any  of  the 
noble  Lords  we  have  now  among  us,  whofe  zeal 
for  the  Lroteftant  fucceflion  cannot  be  doubted  of 
or  exceeded  ;  whom  I  know  to  be  related  to  many 
of  the  noble  families  in  Scotland  %  whom  I  know  to 
be  intimately  acquainted  with  many  of  the  prefent 
Peers  of  that  kingdom  ;  whom  I  know  to  have  done 
great  favours   to  many  of  them,  and  whofe  capa- 
city and  fcrvices  are  known  to  the  whole  world  % 
if  fuch,  I  lay,  fliould  at  the  enfuing  eleclion  be 
left  out,  and  others  choien  in  their  ftcad,  who  are 
related  tQ  few  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland^  who  are 
acquainted  with  few  of  them,  who  have  never  been 
benefactors  to  any  of  them,  and  whofe  capacity 
fhall  be  found  not  to  be  near  equal  to  the  capacity 
of  thofe  left  out  ;  I  fliajl  be  very  apt  to  conclude, 
I  am  afraid  the  generality  of  mankind  will  con- 
clude, that  this  was  not  the  eflecl  of  an  honourable 
and  \vtt  eleclion. 

'  I  fhall  admit,  my  Lords,  that  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  elcdion  of  the  members  of  the  o- 
ther  houfe,  has  been  often  proved  at  their  bar ;  I 
wifh  it  had  been  as  often  proved  as  it  has  beeii 
pra6tifed  i  I  fhall  admit  that  this  was  a  reafon, 
tho'  not  the  only  reafon  for  their  taking  the  alarm  : 
But,  my  Lords,  we  find  that  they  have  lately  ta- 
ken the  alarm,  and  have  done  what  they  could  tp 
prevent  a  practice  which  has  never  yet  been  pro- 
ved at  the  bar  of  that  houfe  :  So  fiir  as  I  can  re- 
member, it  v/as  never  yet  proved  at  the  bar  of 
D  4  '  that 
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that  houfe,  or  fo  much  as  alledgcd  in  the  houfe, 
that  any  particular  member,  after  he  was  chofen 
and  returned,  had  been  influenced  in  his  way  of 
voting  in  that  houfe,  by  bribss,  penfions,  threaten- 
ings,    or  promifes-,  and  yet  againft  this  pradtice 
they  have,  I  think,  mod  juftly  taken  the  alarm, 
and  have  feveral  times  fent  up  a  bill  to  this  houfe 
for  preventing  that  pradice  :    Therefore,    if  wc 
follow  the  example  of  the  other  houfe,  we  are  not 
always  to  wait  till  a  pernicious  pra6tice  has  been 
proved  at  our  bar.  In  private  life  a  man  maybe  long 
juftly  fufpeded  before  he  can  be  openly  accufed  of 
a  crime  •,  and  as  high  crimes  are  carried  on  in  the 
moft  fecret  manner,  they  are  lefs  liable  to  be  dif- 
covered,  and  may  therefore  be  carried  on  for  ma- 
ny years  before  fuch  a  proof  can  be  had,  as  may 
enable  either  the  public,  or  any  private  man,  to 
commence  a  profecution.     Shall  a  private  man  ne- 
gle6t  to  fecure  the  doors  and  windows  of  his  houfe, 
becaufe  no  thieves  had  ever  attempted  to  enter  ?  If 
he  does  fo,  my  Lords,    the  thieves  will  probably 
enter  j  and  after  they  are  entered,  he  may  perhaps 
find  it  a  very  difficult  matter  to  get  them  out  a- 
gain,  till  they  have  robbed  the  houfe  of  every  thing 
that  is  valuable.     In  like  manner,    are  we  to  ne- 
gledl  to  fecure  this  houfe  againft  corruption,    be- 
caufe we  cannot  as  yet  pofitively  fay  that  it  has  ever 
endeavoured  to  enter  ^  My  Lords,  if  we  don't  in 
time  fecure  all  the  avenues  to  this  houfe  againft 
fuch  a  cunning  betrayer,  it  will  be  impofTible  for 
us  to  keep  him  out.     And  if  he  once  enter,  it  will 
be  abfolutely  impoffible  for  us  to  turn  him  out,  till 
he  has  robbed  us  of  that  precious  jewel,  the  liberty 
of  our  country,  which  has  always  been,    and  aU 
ways  muft  be  left  in  the  keeping  of  the  two  houfes 
of  Parliament  -,  for  I  am  very  well  afllired,  that  Tt 
will  for  ever  be  impoftible  to  prove  at  the  bar  of 
'  this  houfe,  the  practice  of  corruption,  to  the  con- 

*  vidtion 
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*  vidion  of  thofe  who  have  got  their  feats  here  by 

*  the  means  of  corruption. 

*  Upon  hearing  this  new  fort  of  docftrine  broathcd 

*  in  this  houfc,  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  but  rciied  with 

*  deep  concern  upon  an  obfcrvation  made  upon  our 

*  country,  by  a  French  gentleman  who  was  taken 

*  with  the  Marfhal  Tallard,  at  the  battle  of  Hodjlet^ 

*  and  was  afterwards  feveral  years  aprifoner  in  Eiig-^ 

*  land.    When  he  returned  to  France^  he  was  giving 

*  an  account  of  his  obfervations  upon  England^   and 

*  among  the  reft  he  told  his  company.    That  the 

*  Englijh  had  a  thing  among  them  which  they  cal- 

*  led  a  nufance ;   that  is,  gentlemen,   fays  he,   any 

*  thing  that  is  oiFenfive  to  the  neighbours,   or  that 

*  may  probably  do  a  mifchief  to   the  paffengcrsj 

*  For  removing  of  things  of  this  nature,  the  Englijh 

*  have  very  good  laws  ;  but  fo  indolent,   fo  ncgh- 

*  gent  arc  thofe  people,  that  they  feldpm  or  never 

*  think  of  removing  a  nufance  till  it  has  done  feme 

*  notable  mifchief     An  example  of  this  kind  hap- 

*  pened  in  the  neighbourhood  where  I  was  quarter- 

*  ed  :  There  was  in  a  by-road  a  timber-bridge  upon 

*  a  very  deep  river  in  that  neighbourhood  j  and  foon 

*  after  I  arrived  there,  a  large  hole  happened  to  be 

*  broke  through  in  the  middle  of  that  bridge  ♦,    I 
'  palTed  that  way,  I  obferved  the  hoJe^  I  took  no- 

*  tice  of  it  to  all  the  gentlemen  in  the  country  •,  I 
'  repaffed  feveral  times  that  way,  ftill  the  hole  was 

*  there,  and  daily  grew  bigger  •,  it  continued  fo  for 

*  many  months :    The  laws  were  fufficitnt  for  re- 

*  moving  this  nufmce,  for  enforcing  the  reparation 

*  of  this  bridge,  but  no  man  would  be  at  the  pains 

*  to  put  them  in  execution :  At  laft  an  unfortunate 

*  gentleman,  of  fome  diftin^lion,  pafllng  that  way, 

*  in  a  dark  night,  his  horfe  ftumbled  into  this  hole, 

*  fell  through,    was   drowned,  and  the    gentleman 

*  himfelf  much  hurt.     Then  the  juftices  of  the  peace 

*  met,  and  immediate  orders  were  given  for  repair- 

*  ing  the  bridge  :    I  do  not  know  but  the  gentleman 

'  found 
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*  found  means  to  recover  the  value  of  his  horfe,  but 
'  no  man  could  make  reparation  to  him  for  the  pain 
'  he  endured.     This,   my  Lords,  was  the  French 

*  gentleman's  obfervation  upon  our  country,  and 
'  really  what  I  have  this  day  heard  from  fome  noble 
'  Lords,  who  oppofe  this  motion,  makes  me  begin 
'  to  think  it  was  juft.  But  let  us  confider,  my 
"^  Lords,  that  if  we  make  no  provifion  in  the  cafe 

*  now  before  us,  if  we  leave  this  hole  unmended, 

*  till  that  which  is  die  fupport  of  our  conftitution,  a 

*  free  ele6lion,   has  fallen  through,  it  will  be  im- 

*  pOiTible  to  prevent  our  conftitution's  falling  through 

*  at  the  fime  time  ;  and  both  muft  certainly  perilh 
^  in  that  naufeous  gulph  of  corruption. 

'  For  this  reafon,  my  Lords,  I  hope,  I  muft  beg, 
*^  that  a  negative  may  not  be  put  upon  the  refolution 

*  now  propofed  ;  if  a  negative  fhould  be  put  upon 

*  it,  if  it  fliould  be  even  but  delayed,  I  fliall  moft 
'  heartity  wifh  the  motion  had  never  been  made  *,  for 
'  it  will  be  a  foundation  for  fo  much  triumph  to  the 
'  dealers  in  corruption,   if  any  there  be  v  it  will  caft 

*  fuch   a   damp  upon  all  future    attempts   againft 

*  corruption,    that  I  am  afraid  the  pradice  will  foon 

*  come  to  be  barefaced  in  every  part  of  our  con- 
^  ilitution. 

Die  Lun(E^  1 8  Martii^   ^733* 

TH  E  order  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking 
into  coniideration  matters  relating  to  the 
cledion  of  the  Peers  of  that  part  of  Great  Brilain 
called  Scotland. 

It  was  moved  to  refolve.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  houfe,  That,  in  eledion  of  Peers  for  Scotland^ 
any  perfon  or  perfons  taking  upon  him  or  them,  to 
engage  the  votes  of  any  Peers  of  Scotland  by  threats, 
proniife  of  place  or  penfion,  or  any  reward  or  gra- 
tuity from  the  crown  whatfoever,  is  an  incroachment 

on 
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on  the  freedom  of  elcdions,  and  highly  injurious  to 
the  honour  of  tiie  Pecnige. 

And  a  queftion  being  dated  diereupon  : 

'  After  debate, 
It  was  moved  to  put  the  previous  queilion. 

After  farther  debate. 
The  previous  queftion  was  put.  Whether  the  Hiid 
ftated  queilion  fhall  be  now  put  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Contents  43  i    6       Not  Contents  737 

Proxies  17  J  Proxies  26  J 

Bijfcntient. 
i.T^Ecaufe  we  apprehend,    that   this  refolution, 

_|3  being  only  declaratory  of  undeniable  truths, 
ought  not  to  be  avoided  by  a  previous  queftion,  fince 
we  fear  the  leaving  it  undetermined,  may  tend  to 
encourage  practices  dangerous  to  our  conllitution  in 
general,  and  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe 
in  particular. 

2.  Becaufe  we  think  this  houfe  cannot  fhew  too 
(Irong  an  abhorrence  of  pradices,  which,  whether 
they  have  been  committed  or  not  in  former  elecTrions, 
are  yet  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  may  poflibly  be  attempted 
by  a  miniiter,  who  may  find  it  neceflary  to  try  all 
methods  to  fecure  a  majority  in  this  houfe,  either 
to  promote  his  future  ambitious  vie'Ws^  or  firem  his 
J)dji  criminal  condu5i. 


Suffolk, 

Gower, 

Ker, 

Marchmont, 

Winchelfea, 

Brtftoh 

Shaftshur)\ 

Bedford^ 

BoltOHy 

Chefterfield, 
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'  Chefterfeldj  Strafford^  Bruce^ 

Willoughhy  de  Br,  Bathurjly  Oxford  and  Mort, 

Tadcafier^  Coventry  ^  Craven^ 

Cardigan^  Berk/hire,  Northampton, 

Foley^  Tbanety  Griffin^ 

Litchfield,  Stair,  Marlborough^ 

iTweedale,  Aylesford,  Montrofe, 

Abingdon,  Cobham, 

Die  Mart  is,  26  Mar  tit,  17^4. 

Protefls     ^TT^H  E  houfe  was  moved,  that  the  feled  commit- 
relating  to    JL     tee  appointed  the  7th  inftant,  to  confider  of 
the  plan-  j^e  reprefcntation  of  the  commifTioners  for  trade  and 
lauons.     plantations,  relating  to  the  laws  made,  manufa^ures 
fet  up,  and  trade  carried  on,  in  any  of  his  Majefty's 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America^  which  may  have 
affeifbed  the  trade,  navigation  and  manufadlures  of 
this  kingdom,   be  impowered  to  inquire  of  the  pro- 
per methods  for  encouragement  and  fecurity  of  all 
trade  and  manufactures  in  the  faid  Plantations,  which 
no  way  interfere  with  the  trade  of  Great  Britain, 
and  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  the  trade  of  Great  Bri- 
tain^ and  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the  plantations 
themfelves. 

And  a  queftion  being  flated  thereupon. 

It  was  propofed  after  the  word  [Encourage^nent] 
to  leave  out  [and  Security.] 

Which  being  objected  to,    and  debate  thereupon, 
the  queftion  was  put,  Whether  the  words  ^and  Secu- 
rity] fhall  ftand  part  of  the  queftion  ? 
It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

Content  2  J?, 

Not  Content     52. 

Then 
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Then  it  was  propofed,  That  thefe  words,  at  the 
latter  end  of  the  motion,  viz,  (and  for  the  better  fi- 
ciirity  of  the  plantatio7is  themfelves)  be  left  out. 

And  the  fame  being  objected  to. 
The  queftion  was  put.   Whether  thofe  words  (hall 
ftand  part  of  the  queftion  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  negative. 

D'ljfentient, 

BEcaufe  we  apprehend.  That  if  the  fafety  of  the 
plantations  themfelves  is  not  thought  a  matter 
worthy  the  confideration  of  the  Parliament,  it  is  of 
little  confequence  to  confider  of  their  laws,  manufac- 
ture, or  trade. 

Bedfordy 

Bathurfty 

Berkfhirey 

Tweedaiey 

Abi7igdo7ty 

Coventryy 

Straffordy 

Then  the  queftion  wa5  put.  Whether  the  faid  com- 
mittee fhall  be  impowered  to  inquire  of  the  proper 
methods  for  the  encouragement  of  all  trade  and  ma- 
nufa6lures  of  the  plantations  in  Americay  which  no 
way  interfere  with  the  trade  of  Great Britainy  or  which 
may  be  of  ufe  to  Great  Britain  ? 

It  was  refolved  in  the  nesative; 


^adcaflery 
Litchfieldy 
^hanety 

Aylesfordy 

Gowery 

Stairy 

Carterety 
Wlnchelfea  and 
Nottinghamy 
Boltony 

Northmnpton, 
Montrofey 
Briftoly 
Marchmont, 

Bijfentient . 
I.  T" J Ecaufe  we  apprehend,   that  the  new  powers 

Xj  propofed  to  b^  given  to  the  committee,  were 
not  only  expedient,  but  abfolutely  neceflary,  fince 
(by  the  account  given  by  feveral  Lords  who  attended 

the 
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the  committee,  and  contradidred  by  none)  it  ap- 
peared to  the  hoLife,  that  from  the  informations 
of  merchants  of  undoubted  credit,  Jamaica,  Bar- 
hadoesy  and  the  Leeward  IJlands,  were  in  fo  defence- 
lefs  and  miferable  a  condition,  that  they  might  be 
taken  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  we  conceive,  that 
fuch  imminent  danger  of  fuch  valuable  poffeffions 
required  an  immediate  and  minute  examination, 
in  order  to  difcover  the  caufes  and  nature  of  the 
danger,  and  to  apply  proper  and  adequate  reme- 
dies. 

1.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  the  chief  reafon 
lirged  in  the  debate  againft  this  inquiry,  is  the 
ftrongeil  argument  imaginable  for  it,  viz.  That  it 
might  difcover  the  weaknefs  of  thefe  iflands  in  the 
prefent  critical  jun6lure  of  affairs,  and  invite  our 
enemies  to  invade  them  :  Whereas  we  think,  that 
this  critical  jun6lure  calls  upon  us,  to  put  ourpoffcf- 
fions  in  a  ftate  of  defence  and  fecurity  in  all  events  % 
and  fmce  we  cannot  fuppofe  that  their  prefent  de- 
fencelefs  condition  is  unknown  to  thofe  pov/ers  who 
are  the  moft  likely  to  take  the  advantage  of  it,  we 
apprehend  it  to  be  both  prudent  and  necefTary,  that 
thofe  powers  fliould  at  the  fame  time  know,  that 
the  care  and  attention  of  this  houfe  was  employed  in 
providing  for  their  fecurity.  We  conceive  likev/ife, 
that  fuch  an  argument  may  tend  to  debar  a  houfe 
of  Parliament  from  looking  into  any  of  our  af- 
fiairs,  either  foreign  or  domeftic  •,  if^  in  any  tranfic- 
tion  at  any  time  there  fliail  appear  to  have  been  a 
'^.veaky  treacherous^  or  negligent  management ,  the  direc- 
tors v/ill  never  fiiil  to  lay  hold  of  that  argument,  to 
ftop  any  parliamentary  inquiry  \  and  the  fear  of  dif- 
covering  a  national  weaknefs  may  be  urged  only  to 
prevent  the  detC(^:on  of  vnnifteriai  negligence^  or 
guilt. 

^,  Becaufe 
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3.  Becaufe  we  have  found  by  experience,  tluir  we 
can  never  be  too  attentive  to  the  prefervation  of  the 
poflefllons  and  dependencies  of  this  kingdom,  fince 
treaties  alone  will  not  bind  thofe  powers,  who  from 
the  proximity  of  their  filiations,  from  flivourablc  op- 
portunities, or  rather  inducements,  may  be  tempted 
to  attack  or  invade  them.  But  the  interpofuion  of  a 
Briti/h  Parliament  will  be  more  expeditious,  and  more 
effedlual,  than  the  occafional  expedients  of  flucluating 
and  variable  negotiations,  which,  in  former  times, 
have  been  often  more  adapted  to  the  prefent  nccefil- 
ties  of  the  minifler,  than  to  the  real  honour,  and  lad- 
ing fecLirity  of  the  nation. 

4.  Becaufe  we  apprehend,  the  debarring  this  houfc 
from  any  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  minifters  for 
the  time  paft,  or  from  giving  their  advice  in  matters 
of  great  concern  to  the  piiblick,  for  the  time  to  come^ 
tend  to  deftroy  the  very  being  of  this  houfe,  and, 
of  confequence,  the  whole  frame  of  our  conRitution  i 
And  how  melancholy  a  viev/  mull  it  be  to  all  his 
Majefty^s  fubjedts,  to  fee  the  private  property  of  fo 
many  particulars,  and  fo  advantageous  a  trade  to  the 
whole,  refufed  to  be  brought  under  the  infpeflion  of 
this  houfe,  and  yet  (as  far  as  it  appears  to  usj  totally 
neglected  by  the  adminiflration  }  And  we  are  the 
more  furprifed  to  find  this  backwardnefs,  with  regard 
ro  the  intereft  of  our  coloniesj  fince  weareperfuaded, 
that  the  balance  of  trade  at  prefent  is  againft  us  in 
mod  parts  of  the  world,  and  only  compenliited  in 
fome  degree  by  what  we  gain  by  our  IVeft-India 
trade  :  Neither  can  we  allow,  that  they  ought  to  be 
left  to  look  after  themfelves,  fince  they  have  a  right 
to  claim  even  more  than  the  protedion  of  their  mo- 
ther-country, by  the  great  wealth  they  annually  tranf- 
mit  to  itj  and  the  great  duties  they  pay  to  the  increafe 
of  the  public  funds,  and  the  civil  lid  •,  and  v/e  arc 
fully  convinced,  that  if  this  beneficial  trade  fliould 
once  be  lod,  it  will  be  irrecoverably  lod,  to  the  infi- 
nite. 
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nite  damage  of  this  kingdom.  For  tho'  the  iflands 
fhould  be  reftored  to  us  afterwards,  the  utenfils  and 
itock  of  negroes  being  carried  away,  it  would  take 
up  a  long  tract  of  time,  and  would  be  a  very  great 
cxpence  to  the  public,  to  re- inflate  them  in  their  pre- 
fent  condition  :  Wc  rather  think  it  impradlicable  to 
reftore  them,  tho'  we  can  by  no  means  fuppofe  it 
diHicult,  by  timely  precaution >  to  prevent  their  de- 
deftruclion.* 


Chellerfield, 

Stair, 

Berkjbire^ 

Tadcaftery 

Bedford, 

Bathurft, 

Coventry^ 

Northamptofty 

Litchfield^ 

*Thanety 

Strafford, 

^Tweedaky 

Carteret^ 

Bolton, 

Cower, 

Wincbelfea  and 

Montrofe, 

Marchmont, 

Nottingham,      Ahingdon^ 

Befides  the  fupply  voted  for  the  fea  fervice,  and 
that  for  the  army,  the  houfe  of  Commons  in  a 
committee  on  the  fupply  came,  on  Friday  the  15  th 
of  February,  to  feveral  refolutions,  which  were  on 
Monday  the  i8th  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe,   and  are  as  follow,   viz. 

Refolu-         That  there  fhould  be  granted  to  his  Majefly, 

tions  for 

thefupply.      p^j.  ^j^^  ordinary  of  the  navy,  /.      s.     d,  q. 

(including  half-pay  for  fea  offi- 
cersj  for  the  year  1734,  202,670  05  09  o 

Towards  the  fupport  of  the 
royal  hofpital  at  Greenwich,  for 
the  better  maintainance  of  the 
feamen  of  the  laid  hofpital,  worn 
out  and  become  decrepid  in  the 
fervice  of  their  country,  10,00©  00  o»  o 


For 
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For  defraying  fcveral  extraor- 
dinary expences  and  Tcrviccs  in- 
curred, and  not  provided  for  by 
Farliamenr,  48,126  04  00  { 

For  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea 
hofpital,  for  the  year  1734,  '^S-^^Sl  ^5    10  ^ 

For  reduced  officers  of  his 
Majefty's  land  forces,  and  ma- 
rines,  for  the  year  1734,  52,690   15   10  o 

For  paying  of  penfions  to  the 
widows  of  fuch  reduced  officers 
of  his  Majefty's  land  forces,  and 
marines,  as  died  upon  the  efla^ 
bliffiment  of  half-pay  in  Great 
Britain  (and  who  were  married 
to  them  before  the  25th  day  of 
December^  iyi6)  for  the  year 
1734,  3,586  00  00  o 

For  the  charge  of  the  office  of 
ordnance  for  land  fervice  for  the 
year  1734,    ^  ^      85,199   10  03  o 

For  defraying  the  extraordi- 
nary expence  of  the  office  of  ord- 
nance for  land  fervice,  not  pro- 
vided for  by  Parliament,  ]i,6t4  07  06  o 

For  making  good  the  defici- 
ency of  the  grants  for  the  fervice 
of  the  year  1733,  287,343  05  01  o 


In  all  716,287   14  03  ^• 

On  Monday,  the  ^.th  of  March,  the  faid  commit- 
tee came  to  a  refolution  with  refped:  to  the  navy 
debt,  which  was  next  day  reported,  and  agreed  to 
by  the  houfe,  and  is  as  follows^  laiz. 


Vol.  XIL  E  that 


P  A  R  L  I  A  M  E  N  T  A  R  Y  A.    1  7  5.|<. 

That  there  iliould  be  granted  /.     j.     d. 

to  his  Majffty  towards  paying  off 
the  debt  of  the  navy,  I520O5OOO  00  00 

And  on  IVednefday  the  6th  of  March^  the  l^iid 
committee  came  to  fome  other  refolutions,  which 
were  next  day  reported,  and  agreed  to  by  the  houfe, 
and  are  as  follow,  viz. 

That  there  fliould  be  granted  to  his  Majcily, 

Towards   the   repair   of  the  /.     j.     d,  q. 

collegiate  church  of  St.  Peter^ 
JVtftminJler^  ^,000  00  00  o 

Towards  making  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  general  fund,        48,516   14  06  -I 

Towards  the  maintainance  of 
the  Britijh  forts  and  fettle ments 
belonging  to  the  royal  African 
company  of  Engla?idy  on  the 
L0.\[\  o'i  Africa,  10,000  go  00  O 


In  all  62,516   14  06  ^ 

On  Moj:day  the  nth  day  of  March^  the  houfe  of 
G-^u^-mcns  (according  to  order)  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
commitLce  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider  farther  of 
v/ays  and  means  for  raifmg  the  fapply  granted  to  his 
Majcfty  ;  and  a  motion  was  made  as  follows,  viz, 
'  That  it  fnouid  be  reiiiived,  that  towards  raifing  the 
'  fupnly  granted  to  his  Ma  jelly,  there  fhould  be  iifued 
'  and  apphed  the  fcim  or  1,200,000/.  out  offuch  mo- 
*  nies  at.  had  arifen,  or  fliould  or  might  arife,  for  the 
'  fjrpiLiires,  exccffes,  or  overplus  monies,  commionly 
'  called  the  finking  fund.,'  which  morion  was  warmly 
oppofed  •,  but  after  a  debate,  tlie  fame  was  carried  in 
the  atnrrnative  :  Af  er  wliich  the  following  refolution 
p.ilTed  without  any  ("ppofition,  viz.  '  That  the  fum 
'  of  20,/;; 7 87.   I];,   ict/.  half- penny,    remaining  ia 

'  '  '  the- 
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*  the  receipt  of  his  Majefty's  Exchequer^  on  arrears 
'  of  former  land-taxes,   flioukl  be  applied  towards 

*  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majelly,  for  the 
'  fervice  of  the  year  1734.*  Both  which  refolutions 
being  next  day  reported  to  the  houfe,  were  agreed  to  -, 
and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in  purfuant  to 
the  firfl:,  and  an  in(lru6lion  was  ordered  for  the 
land-tax  bill  commictee,  to  receive  a  claufe  purfiianc 
to  the  fecond. 

On  JVednefchy  the  13th  of  March ^  upon  a 
motion  made  by  Philip  Gyhhon^  E(q-,  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  ferjeant  at  arms  attending  the  houfe 
f]:iould  go  with  the  mace  into  }Vefti}mJler-hall^  and 
into  the  court  of  requefts,  and  places  adjacent,  and 
fummon  the  members  there  to  attend  the  fervice  of 
the  houfe,  and  he  being  returned, 

Williajn  Bromley^  Elq*,  member  for /F'^ric'iry^,  flood 
up,  and  fpoke  as  follows,  viz. 

*  Mr.  Speaker,  The  call  of  the  houfe  being  ad-  Mr.  Bron 
'  journed  to  a  very  remote  day,  upon  a  general  opi-  ^o's  ^ 

*  nion  (which  I  hope  is  well  founded)  That  no  vote  'P^^^^^^" 

,         r  "-,.  -Ill  riTiT  r  mOtiOn  fc 

^  or  credit  will  be  propoied,  i  believe  we  can  Icarce  lepealing 

'  expedl  to  fee  a  fuller  houfe  than  this  day  produces,  thefcptei 

'  There  cannot  therefore  be  a  better  opportunity  ofi^^i^^ll^^^l- 

*  making  a  motion,  which,  I  apprehend  to  be  of 
'  fuch  a  national  concernment,  that  I  have  long 
'  wifhed  it  undertaken  by  fome  perfon,    better  able 

*  to  fupport  it  than  myfeif :  But  I  have  this  fatisfac- 
'  tion,  that  what  I  am  going  to  offer,  will  fo  far 
'  fpeak  irfelf,  as  may  fupply  any  defedls  in  my  man- 
'  ner  of  laying  it  before  you,  and  I  cannot  doubt  the 
'  concurrence  of  this  houfe,  when  it  comes  to  be 
'  maturely  confidered. 

'  I  believe  we  are  none  of  us  unapprifed  of  the 
'  diflike  the  people  in  general  have  always  had  to 

*  long  Parliaments  ;  a  diflike  juftly  founded,  on  rea- 
[  fon  and  experience  j    long  Parliaments  in  termer 

E  2  '    '  reigns 
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reigns  having  proved  the  unhappy  caufe  of  great 
calamities  to  this  nation,  and  having  been  at  all 
times  declared,  an  innovation  upon  our  conftitution. 
I  am  convinced  there  is  no  one  that  hears  me,  who 
does  not  believe,  the  people  thought  themfelves 
highly  aggrieved  by  the  feptennial  bill :  That  they 
even  looked  upon  it  as  a  dangerous  infringement 
of  their  liberties,  notwithflanding  the  caufe  alledg- 
ed  in  the  preamble  to  the  a6l,  which  feemed  at 
that  time  to  carry  fome  weight  with  it. 
'  That  caufe  being  happily  removed,  they  delire 
to  revert,  as  near  as  may  be,  to  their  ancient  con- 
llitution  ;  and  furely  there  can  never  be  a  more 
favourable  opportunity  to  effeduate  it  than  at  this 
junclure,  v/hen  his  Majefty,  to  the  great  joy  of 
the  kingdom,  has  been  gracioufly  pleaied  to  de- 
clare his  fatisfadion,  that  the  people  are  foon  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  chufmg  a  new  reprefenta- 
tive.  The  prefent  Parliament  draws  near  its  diffo- 
lution  :  What  can  it  do  more  for  its  own  honour  ? 
How  can  it  crown  its  many  meritorious  acls  better, 
than  by  redrefTing  a  grievance  a  fucceeding  Parlia- 
ment may  poflibly  have  its  reafons  for  not  entring 
into  ? 

-*  Frequent  Parliaments  were  early  declared  a  fun- 
damental part  of  our  conftitution.  In  the  4th  of 
Edw.  III.  an  adl  pafled  for  holding  thAn  once  a 
year,  or  oftner  if  there  fliould  be  occafion.  In  the 
36th  year  of  the  fame  reign  that  ftatute  was  con- 
firmed. In  that  Parliament  magna  chart  a  and 
chart  a  de  for  eft  a  were  confirmed,  and  feveral  new 
privileges  granted  to  the  flibjed.  Then  comes  the 
claufe  relating  to  Parliaments,  which  fufficiently 
fhcws  the  intention  and  original  inftitution  of  them 
was  for  the  redrefs  of  grievances  :  For  the  bill 
enadfs,  That  for  ihs  maintainance  of  the  f aid  arti- 
cles and  ftatutes  (that  is  the  privileges  beforemen- 
tioned)  and  for  redrefs  of  divers  viifchiefs  and  grie- 
vancesy  which  daily  happen^  a  new  Parliament  fhall 

*  he 
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*  he  held  once  every  year^  as  another  time  wa^  ordmn- 

*  ed.     The  i6rh  of  C^r.  II.  recites,  That  hy  the  an- 

*  c'lent  laws  and  jlatutes^  Parliaments  are  to  he  held 
'  very  often^  and  therefore  enadts,  That  the  fitting^ 
'  and  holding  of  Parliaments  Jljall  not  he  intermitted  or 

*  dijcontinued  for  more  than  three  years. 

'  In  the  early  days  when  this  prudent  care  W3«; 
'  taken  for  frequent  meeting  of  Parliaments,  the 
^  crown  was  poflefled  of  revenues,  which  made  ap- 

*  plications  to  the  people  for  money,  unlefs  upon 

*  extraordinary  emergencies,  unneceffary.     It  there- 

*  fore  plainly  appears,    That  redrefs  of  grievances^ 

*  making  faliitary  laws ^  for  the  good  of  the  community ^ 
'  and  preferving  the  Uherties  of  the  people y  hy  fupport- 
'  ing  a  due  halance  hetween  the  power  of  the  crown 
'  and  the  rights  of  the  fuhje^,  were  the  main  ends  of 
*'  calling  Parliaments,  The  power  of  calling  them 
'  being  the  undoubted  prerogative  of  the  crown,  it 
'  became  neceflary,  for  the  fafety  of  the  fubjed,  to 
'  oblige  the  crown  to  call  them  frequently,  I  muft 
■'  confefs,  Sir,  a  caution  of  this  kind  is  no  longer 

*  neceffary,  nor  can  it  ever  be,  fo  long  as  we  preferve 
'  to  ourfelves  the  power  of  granting  money  ;  the 
'  crown  revenues  being  funk,    or  wantonly  granted 

*  away,  the  annual  call  for  a  fupply  muft  necefllirily  ^ 

*  produce  an  annual  meeting  of  Parliament.  But 
'  give  me  leave  to  obferve,  the  grievance  now  com- 
'  plained  of,  is  of  a  very  different  nature :  It  is  not 

*  founded  on  difcontinuance  of  Parliaments,  but  on 
'  a  too  long  and  dangerous  continuance  of  one  and 
*•  the  fame  Parliament :  A  practice  unheard  of  in 
*•  former  times,  when  prorogations  were  not  known  : 
"  For  when  a  Parliament  was  annually  called  for 
'  the  redrefs  of  grievances,  as  foon  as  the  bufinefs  of 
'  the  felfion  vv.;s  over,  it  was  diiToived,  and  a  new 
^  one  called  tht  next  year  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  by 
'  which  means  the  country  had  a  proper  check  upon 
^  their  reprefentativcs  i  and  thofe  who  had  appeared 
-*■  CO  bw  too  much  under  the  influence  of  tlie  crown, 
:  E  o  ^  thoA" 
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thofe  who  were  too  much  attached  to  the  minhler, 
had  lefs  opportunity  of  injuring  their  country  *,  the 
people  had  it  more  frequently  in  their  power  to 
fhew  a  proper  rcfentment,  and  remedy  the  evil,  by 
fending  others  the  next  year  in  their  places. 
*  This  matter  feems  fully  explained  by  16  Car. II, 
which  does  not  only  prevent  difcontinuance  ot  Par- 
liaments, but  wifely  provides  againft  the  too  long  con^ 
tinuance  of  one  and  the  fame  Parliament^    by  enad:- 
ing  it  into  a  law,  That  a  new  Parliatrient  JImll  he 
called  once  in  three  years^  or  oftner  if  there  he  occa- 
Jlon.     The  bill  of  rights  in  the  fecond  feffion  of 
William  and  Mary^  among  many  other  privileges 
which  we  now  enjoy,   enads,  That  for  redrefs  of 
grievances,  amending,  ftrengthening  and  preferv- 
ing  laws.  Parliaments  ought  to  be  freqiiently  held  *, 
and  the  fixth  of  the  flime  reign,    explains  the  true 
meaning  of  the  claufe,   when  it  declares,   I'h  at  fre- 
quent and  new  Parliaments  tend  very  much  to  the 
happy  union  and  good  agreement  hetween  the  King  and 
the  people  \  it  confirms  the  16  Car,  II.  that  Par- 
liaments fhall  be  held  once  in  three  years  at  leaf!:, 
and  'adds,   "That  no  Parliament  jJoall  continue  more 
than  three  years  at  farthefl.      Between  that  and  the 
firft  of  the  late  King,    Icvcral   Parliaments  were 
held,    and  none  continued  longer  than  three  years  ; 
fome  held  only  for  one  felTion  ;   which  feems  to  be 
the  original  conditution,  and  beft  calculated  for  the 
good  of  the  nation.     That  year  the  feptennial  bill 
paft ;  the  repeal  of  which  1   ani  now  going   to 
move  j  but  believe  it  more  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
the  houfe,  that  the  ad  itfelf  Ihould  be  firft  read, 

\^A^  read.  ] 

*  The  preamble  to  the  bill,  which  is  the  founda- 
tion  of  ic,  v;ill,  1  think,  Sir,  admit  a  very  eafy 
anfv/er  j  as  to  the  firft  point.  That  triennial  Par- 
liaments have  proved  more  grievous^  hurtbcnfcme  and 

*  e^pen^ 
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*  expenfive,  than  they  'were  ever  knoian  before  that  la':^) 

*  pajly  i  readily  agree  :  But  Jet  us  confider  the  caule. 
The  lenglhening  the  term  occafwned  the  expence.  I 
fear  1  might  add,  the  Diultiplicity  of  plaee.i  enjoyed 
by  members  of  this  houfe,  may  be  too  jiillJy  al- 
ledged  another  caule.     But  I  would  willingly  con- 

'  fine  myfelf  to  the  particular  point,  how  far  tlic  term 
'  or  duration  ot  Parliaments  might  incrcafe  or  la^^ca 
*"  the  expLMicc,  might  add  to  or  diminifli  the  grie- 
'  vance  complained  of.     And  I  will  confider  it  only 

*  in  this  light,    by  fubmicting  it  to  every  gentleman 

*  that  hears  me,    whether  he  would  not  give  more 

*  for  an  annuity  of  three  years,  than  f)r  a  grant  de- 

*  terminable  at  the  end  of  one :  And  by  the  fame 

*  parity  of  reafoning,  whether  ftptenuial  l\irliament5i 
'  mufl:  not  prove  mor^  grievous,  burthenfome  and 
'  expenfive  than  triennial,    at  leafi  in  fuch  a  degree, 

*  as  an  annuity  for  feven  years  deferves  a  better  co:> 
^  fideration  than  one  for  three, 

'  But  fuppofing,  Sir,  I  fliould  be  out  in  this  point, 

*  which  I  can  never  give  up  without  due  conviction  ^ 
^  tiiis  argument  in  the  preamble  is,  1  hope,  intirely 
'  at  an  end.  The  acl  againfV  bribery  and  corrup- 
^  tion  (which  mud  ever  redound  to  die  honour  of 
'  this  Parliament)  v/ill  neceflariiy  remedy  this  evil. 

*  That  glorious  a6i:  will  prevent  corruption  in  ih^ 
^  eledors.      Nothing  but  frequent  new  Parliaments 

*  can  remedy  it  in  the  elected. 

'  The   other .  reafon   upon    \A\ic\\   that  act   v/as 

*  founded,   namely,    a  fufpicion,    that  defgns  were 

*  carrying  on  to  rep.ew  the  rebellion,    and  an  javafion 

*  from  abroad,  v/as,  in  my  lunTible  opinion,  the 
only  i'lilifidble  pretejice  for  en^icling  it  inco  a  law  ; 
and  might  pollibly  have  induced  Ibme  gentlemen 
of  very  great  honour  and  integrity,  to  give  their 
votes  for  the  bill  at  tliat  juncliire,  whole  afiillance, 
I  fiatter  myfelf,  I  iliall  now  have  in  repealing  it: 
For  thofe.    Sir,    v/ho  voted  for  it  from  that  view, 

JL  4.  '  could 
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*  could  never  intend  it  fhould  be  made  perpetual,  or 

*  that  it  Ihould  continue  longer  than  that  misfortune 

'  fubfifted. 

'  I  mud  beg  pardon  of  you.  Sir,  and  of  the  houfc, 
'  for  the  trouble  I  have  given  you.     The  nature  of 

*  the  motion  I  am  going  to  make  you,  has  unavoid- 
'  ably  drawn  me  into  a  length  as  difagreeable  to  my- 
'  felf,  as  it  muft  have  been  to  thofe  that  hear  me. 
'  Numberlefs  arguments  will  occur  to  every  gentle- 

*  man  in  favour  of  it  ♦,  I  will  therefore  conclude  with 
'  this  motion, 

'  Thai  leave  he  given  to  bring  in  a  hi  1  for  repealing 

*  the  feptennial  dcf^    and  for  the  more  frequent  meeting 

*  and  calling  Parliaments, 

'  In  this,  Sir,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  juflified,  as  it 
^  cannot  proceed  from  any  indiredt  or  private  views, 
'  but  from  a  real  convidcion,  that  the  happinefs  and 

*  fafety  of  this  nation  depends  upon  it  j  in  which 
^  I  am  fupported  by  the  common  voice  of  the  peo- 

*  pie,  and  have  it  particularly  recommended  to  me, 
^  by  a  great  majority  of  thofe  I  have  the  honour  to 
■   reprefent  in  Parliament,   as  well  as  from  my  neigh- 

*  bours  of  the  city  of  Coventry^  for  whofe  recommen- 

*  dation  I  fliall  always  have  a  due  regard,  though  I 
'  have  not  the  honour  to  reprefent  them.' 

Sir  John  St.  Adnn,  one  of  the  Knights  of  the 
fhire  for  Cornwally  ilood  up  next,  and  fpoke  as  fol- 
lows, viz. 

'  Mr,  Speaker, 
'  I1ie  hon.  gentlenian  who  made  you  this  mo- 

*  tion,  has  fupported  the  neceffity  of  it  by  fo  many 
'  Ifrong  and  forcible  arguments,  that  there  is  hardly 
*■  any  thing  new  to  be  offered.  I  am  very  fenfible 
^  therefore  of  the  difidvantages  I  muft  lie  under,  in 

*  attempting  to  fpeak  after  him  i  and  I  fhould  con- 
'  tent  myfelf  with  barely  feconding  him,  if  the  fub- 
"^'  ject  matter  of  this  debate  was  not  of  iuch  import. 

'  ance, 
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ance,  that  I  (hould  be  afhamed  to  return  to  my 
eled:ors,  without  endeavouring,  in  the  bcfl  manner 
I  am  able,  to  dechire  publicly  the  reafons  which 
induced  me  to  give  my  mofi  ready  alTent  to  th'^s 
quellion; 

'  'Tis  evident,  from  what  has  been  fiid,  that  the 
people  have  an  unqueftionable  right  to  frequent  new 
Parliaments  by  ancient  ufage  ;  and  that  this  ufage 
has  been  confirmed  by  feveral  laws,  which  have 
been  progrefiively  made  by  our  anceftors,  as  ofcen 
as  they  found  it  necefTary  to  infift  on  this  elTential 
privilege. 

*•  Parliaments  were  generally  annual,  but  never 
continued  longer  than  three  years,  'till  the  remark- 
able reign  of  Henry  VI I L He,  Sir,  was  a 

Prince  of  unruly  appetites,  and  of  an  arbitrary 
will :  He  was  impatient  of  every  rellniint ;  the  laws 
of  God  and  man  fell  equally  a  facrifice,  as  they 
flood  in  the  way  of  his  avarice,  or  difappointed  his 
ambition  :  He  therefore  introduced  long  Parlia- 
ments, becaufe  he  very  well  knew,  that  they  would 
become  the  proper  inftruments  of  both  •,  and  what 
a  flwifh  obedience  they  paid  to  all  his  meafures  is 
fufficiently  knov/n. 

'  If  we  come  to  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  firff, 
we  mud  acknowledge  him  to  be  a  Prince  of  a  con- 
trary temper  -,  he  had  certainly  an  innate  love  for 
religion  and  virtue,  and  of  confequence  for  the  li- 
berty of  his  country. But  here  lay  the  mif- 

fortune He  was  led  from  his  natural  difpo- 

fition  by  fycophants  and  flatterers  -,  they  advifed 
him  to  neglect  the  calling  of  frequent  new  Parlia- 
ments, and  therefore  by  not  taking  the  conflant 
fenfe  of  his  people  in  what  he  did,  he  was  worked 
up  into  fo  high,  a  notion  of  prerogative,  that  the 
Commons  (in  order  to  reilrain  it)  obtained  that 
independant  fatal  power,  which  at  iafl  unhappily 
brought  him  to  his  mod  tragical  end,  and  at  the 
lame  time  lubverti^d  the  wliole  conftitution.     And 

*  I  hop- 
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'  I  hope  we  fliall  learn  this  Jeflbn  from  It,  never  to 
'  compHment  the  crown  with  any  new  or  extrava- 
'  gant  powers,  nor  to  deny  the  people  thofe  rights, 

*  which  by  ancient  ufage  they  are  intitled  to  ;  but  to 

*  preferve  the  juft  and  equal    balance,  from  which 

*  they  will  both  derive  mutual  fecurity,  and  which, 
'  if  duly  obferved,  will  render  our  conftitution  the 
'  envy  and  admiration  of  all  the  world. 

*  King  Charles  the  fecond  naturally  took  a  furfeit 

*  of  Parliaments  in  his  father's  time,  and  was  there- 

*  fore  extremely  defirous  to  lay  them  afide.  But  this 

*  was  a  fcheme  impradicable.  However,  in  efFe6l 
•^  he  did  fo  :  For  he  obtained  a  Parliament,  which, 

*  by  its  long  duration,  like  an  army   of  veterans^ 

*  became  fo  exadtly  difcipUned  to  his  own  meafures, 
'  that  they  knew  no  other  command  but  from  that 

*  pcrfon  who  gave  them  their  pay. 

'  This  v/as  a  fafe  and  mofl:  ingenious  way  of  en- 
^  flaving  a  nation. It  was  very  well  known, 

*  that  arbitrary  power,  if  it  was  open  and  avowed, 

*  would  never  prevail  here. The  people  were 

'  therefore  amufed  vnth  the  fpecious  form  of  their 

*  ancient  conftitution  :  It  exifted,  indeed,  in  their 

*  fmcy  ;  but,  like  a  mere  phantom,  had  no  fub- 
'  ilance  nor  reality  in  it ;  for  the  power,  the  autho- 

*  rity,  the  dignity  of  Parliaments  were  wholly  loft. 

'  This  was  that  remarkable  Parliament  which 

'  fo  juftly  obtained  the  opprobious  name  of  the 
'  Pension  Parliament,  and  was  the  model 
'  from  which,  I  believe,  fome  later  Parliaments  have 
'  been  exa6lly  copied. 

*  At  the  time  of  the  revolution,  the  people  made 
^  a  frefti  claim  of  their  ancient  privileges  •,  and  as 
'  they  had  fo  lately  experienced  the  misfortune  of 

*  long  and  fervile  Parhaments,  it  was  then  declared, 
'  That  they  fhoiiki  be  held  frequently. But,  it 

*  feems,  their  full  meaning  was  not  underftood  by 
'  this  declaration  -,  and  therefore,  as  in  every  new 
^  fcrclement  the  intention  of  all  parties  fliould  be  fpe- 

*  cifically 
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cifically  manlfefted,  the  Parliament  never  ccafcd 
(Iruggling  with  the  crown,  till  the  triennial  law 
was  obtained  :  The  preamble  of  it,  which  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  has  recited,  is  extremely  full 
and  llrong,  and  in  the  body  of  the  bill  you  will 
find  the  word  declared  before  enabled,  by  which  I 
apprehend,  that  though  this  law  did  not  immedi- 
ately take  place  at  the  time  of  the  revolution,  it 
was  certainly  intended  as  declaratory  of  their  firft 
meaning,  and  therefore  (lands  a  part  of  that  ori- 
g;inal  contract  under   which  the  conftitution   was 

then  fettled. His  Majeily's  title  to  the  crown, 

is  prim.arily  derived  from  that  contract  •,  and  if, 
upon  a  review,  there  fliall  appear  to  be  any  devi- 
ations from  it,  we  ought  to  treat  them  as  fo  ma- 
ny injuries  done  to  that  title.  And  I  dare  lay, 
that  this  houfe,  which  has  gone  through  fo  long 
a  feries  of  fervices  to  his  Majefty,  will  at  Jaft  be 
willing  to  revert  to  thoie  original  fliated  meafurcs 
of  government,  to  renew  and  flrengthen  that 
title. 

^  But,  Sir,  I  think  the  manner  in  which  the  fep- 
te7inial  law  was  firft  introduced,  is  a  very  ftrong 

reafon  why  it  fliould  be  repealed. People,  in 

their  fears,  have  very  often  recourfe  to  defperate 
expedients,  which,  if  not  cancelled  in  feafon,  will 
themfelves  prove  flital  to  that  conftitution,  which 

they  were  meant  to  fecuve. Such  is  the  nature 

of  the  fepiennial  law  •,  it  w\as  intended  only  as  a 
prefervative  againlt  a  temporary  inconvenience  : 
The  inconvenience  is  removed,  but  the  mifchiev- 
cus  etteds  ftill  continue  •,  for  it  not  only  altered  the 
conftitution  of  Parliaments,  but  it  extended  that 
fame  Parliament  beyond  its  natural  duration  ♦,  and 
therefore  carries  this  moft  unjuft  implication  with 
it,  That  you  may  at  any  time  ufurp  the  moft  in- 
dubitable, the  moft  eftential  privilege  of  the  peo- 
ple.   I  mean  that  of  chuling  their  own  repre- 

[  kntatives.     .A  pruedent  of  fuch  a  dangerous  con- 

'   fequence 
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*  fequence,  of  fo  fatal  a  tendency,   that  I  think  it 

*  would  be  a  reproach  to  our  ilatute-book,  if  that 

*  law  was  any  longer  to  fubfift,  which  might  record 

*  it  to  poUerity. 

'  This  is  a  feafon  of  virtue   and   public   fpirit. 

*  Let  us  take  advantage  of  it,  to  repeal  thofe  laws 
'  which  infringe  on  our  liberties,  and  introduce  fuch 

*  as  may  reftore  the  vigour  of  our  ancient  conftitu- 
'  tion. 

*  Human  nature  is  fo  very  corrupt,  that  all  obli- 
'  gations  lofe  their  force,  unlefs  they  are  frequently 

'  renewed. Long  Parliaments  become  therefore 

'  independent  of  the  people,  and  when  they  do  fo, 

*  there  always  happens  a  mofl  dangerous  dependence 
'  elfewhere, 

'  It  has  of  late  been  denied,  that  the  people  have 

*  a  right  of  remonftrating  to  us. It  has  been 

^  called  an  unjuftifiable  controul  upon  the  freedom 

'  of  our  proceedings. But  then,   let  them  have 

\  more  frequent  opportunities  of  varying  the  choice 

*  of  their  reprefentatives,  that  they  may  difmifs  fuch 
'  as  have  unfaithfully  withdrawn  their  attention 
'  from  them, 

'  The  influencing  powers  of  the  crown  are  daily 
'  increafing,  and  it  is  highly  requifite  that  Parlia- 

*  ments  fhould  be  frequently  refponfible  to  their  con- 
'^  ftituents  ;  that  they  fliould  be  kept  under  the  con- 

*  ftant  awe  of  afting  contrary  to  their  interefls. 

'  Modern  hiilory,  I  believe,  will  inform  us,  that 
•^  fome  very  dangerous  attempts  upon  our  liberties 
'  have  been  difappointed.- —Not  fo  much  from 

*  the  virtue  of  many  in  this  houfe,  as  from  the  ap- 
^  prehcnfions  they  may  have  had  of  an  approaching 

*  clcdion. 

'  It  is  true,  there  is  a  proviHon  agpjnfl:  fuch  whofe 
^  places  vacate  their  feats  here,  but  this  is  no  guard 
*•  ?ig\.iin\}:  fecrei  penjwners  -^nd  place-holders.    Give  me 

*  leave  to  fay,  that  the  laws,  with  refped  to  them, 
^  are  very  ialufHcienr,  and  as  we.  were  not  allowed 

^  to 
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*  to  make  them  efledlual,  the  people  have  no  other 

*  remedy  but  a  new  eledion. 

*  I  think  that  long  Parliaments  are  a  great  hard- 
'  fhip  upon  thole  who  may  be  excluded  out  of  this 

*  houfe,  and  ought  reafonably  to  take  their  turn. — 

*  But  leven  years  is  the  purchafe  of  a  man's  life.  It 
«  is  equally  hard  upon  fuch  whofe  private  fortunes 

*  won't  admit  them  to  engage  in  fo  long  and  painful 

*  a  fervice. It  mud  be  fo  to  thofe  who  mean  no 

*  view  nor  advantage  by  it. 

*  I  think  too,  that  nothing  can  be  of  greater  ufe 

*  to  his  Majefty  than  frequent  new  Parliaments.  • • 

*  That  he  may  often  take  the  frefli  fenfe  of  the  na- 

*  tion,  and  not  be  partially  advifed.     For  his  mea- 

*  fures  will  always  have  a  greater  weight  both  at 
'  home  and  abroad,  the  more  generally  he  refers  him- 
'  felf  to  the  opinion  of  his  people. 

*  A  farther  mifchief  of  long  Parliaments  is,  that 

*  a  miniller  has  time  and  opportunities  of  getting  ac- 

*  quaintance  with  members,  of  praftifing  his  feveral 

*  arts  to  win  them  into  bis  fchemes. But  this 

'  muft  be  the  work  of  time.  ■ Corruption  is  of 

'  fo  bafe  a  nature,  that  at  firft  fight  it  is  extreme- 

*  ly  fhocking. Hardly  any  one  has  f.ibmitted 

'  to  it  all  at  once. His  difpofition  mufl:  be  pre- 

'  vioufly  underftood,    the  particular  bait   muft  be 

*  found  out  with  which  he  is  to  be  allured,  and  af- 

*  ter  all,  it  is  not  without  many  ftruggles  that  he 

*  furrenders  his  virtue. Indeed,  there  are  fome, 

*  who  will  at  once  plunge  themfelves  overhead  and 
'  ears  into  any  bafe  action,  but  the  generality  of  man- 

*  kind  are  of  a  more  cautious  nature,  and  will  pro- 

*  ceed  only  by  leifiirely  degrees. One  or  two  per- 

*  haps  have  deferred  their  colours  the  firft  campaign, 

*  fome  have  done  it  a  fecond. But  a  great  many, 

*  who  have  not  that  eager  difpofition  to  vice,  will 

*  wait  till  a  third. 

'  For  this   reafon,  fliort  Parliaments  have  been 

*  lefs  corrupt  than   long  ones  •,  they  are  oblerved, 

'  hkc 
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like  ftreams  of  water,  always  to  grow  more  imi. 
pure  the  greater  diftance  they  run  irom  the  foun- 
tain-head. 

'  1  am  aware,  it  may  be  f^id,  that  frequent  new 
Parliaments  will  produce  frequent  new  expences, 
but  I  think  quite  the  contrary  ;  I  am  really  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  will  be  a  proper  remedy  againft  the 
evil  of  bribery  at  eledlions,  efpecialiy  as  you  have 
provided  fo  whoicfome  a  law  to  co-operate  upon 
thefe  occafions. 

*  Bribery  at  eledlions,  whence  did  it  arife  ?  Not 
from  country  gentlemen,  for  they  are  fare  of  bet- 
ing chofen  v/ithout  it  *,  it  was,  Sir,  the  invention  of 
wicked  and  corrupt  minifcers,  who  have,  from 
time  to  time,  led  weak  Princes  into  fuch  deflrruc- 
tive  meafures,  that  they  did  not  dare  to  rely  upon 

the  natural  reprefentation  of  the  people. Long 

Parliaments,  Sir,  firft  introduced  bribery,  bcxauie 
tliey    were  worth  purchafmg  at   any  rate  ; 


Country  gentlemen,  who  have  only  their  private 
fortunes  to  rely  upon,  and  have  no  mercenary  ends 
to  ferve,  are  unable  to  oppofe  it,  efpecialiy  if  at 
any  time  the  public  treafure  fliall  be  unfaithfully 

fquandcred  away  to  corrupt  their  boroughs. 

Country  gentlemen,  indeed,  may  make  fome  weak 
efforts,  but  as  they  generally  prove  unfuccefsfjl, 
and  the  time  of  a  freili  flruggle  is  at  fo  great  a 
diilance,  they  at  lafr  grow  faint  in  the  difpute,  give 

up  their  country  for  loil,  and  retire  in  defpair. 

Defpair  naturally  produces  indolence,  and  thai  is 
the  proper  difpofition  for  Havery.  Minifters  of 
flate  underftand  this  very  well,  and  are  therefore 
unwilling  to  awaken  the  nation  out  of  its  lethargy, 

by  frequent  elections. They  know  that  the  fpi- 

rit  of  lil^erty,  like  every  other  virtue  of  the  mind, 
is  to  be  kept  aliye  only  by  conftant  adion,  that  in 
is  impofTible  tdinfl.ivc  this  nation,  while  it  is  per- 
petually upon  its  guard. Let  country  gentle- 
men then,  by  having  frequent  opportunities  ofex- 

*  crting 
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*  ertingthemfelves,  be  kept  warm  and  a(51ive  in  their 
'  contention  for  the  public  good  :  This  will  raiic 

*  that  zeal  and  indignation,  which  will  at  laft  get 
'  the  better  of  thofe  undue  influences,  by  which  the 
'  officers  of  the  crown,  though  iinknov/n  to  the  fj> 

*  veral  boroughs,  have  been  able  to  fupplant  coun- 

*  try  gentlemen  of  great  charaif  ers  and  fortune,  who 

*  live  in  their  neighbourhood. I  don't  fay  this 

'  upon  idle  fpecularion  only.  — -  —  1  live  in  a  country 

*  where  it  is  too  well  known,  and  ril  appeal  to  ma- 

*  ny  gentlemen  in  the  houfe,  to  more  out  of  it  (and 

*  who  are  fo  for  this  very  reafon)  for  the  truth  of 

*  my  aiTertion.  Sir,  it  is  a  fore  which  has  been  long 
'  eating  into  the  moil  vital  part  of  our  conftitution, 
'  and  I   hope   the  time  will  come   when  you  will 

*  probe  it  to  the  bottom. For  if  a  minifter  fhould 

'  ever  gain  a  corrupt  familiarity  with  our  boroughs, 

*  if  he  fliould  keep  a  regifter  of  them  in  his  clofet, 

*  and,  by  fending  down  his  treafury- mandates,  fhould 
'  procure  d.fpurious  reprefentative  of  the  people,  the 

*  offspring  of  his  corruption,  who  will  be  at  all  times 

*  ready  to  reconcile  and  juftify  the  moil  contradi(5lo- 

*  ry  meafures  of  his  adminiflraticn,  and  even  to  vote 

*  every  crude  indigeiled  dream  of  their  patron  into 
'  a  law  ',  if  the  maintainance  of  his  power  fhould  be- 
'  come  the  fole  object  of  their  attention,  and  they 

*  fhould  be  guilty  of  the  mofl  violent  breach  of  Par- 
'  liamentary  trull,  by  giving  the  King  a  difcretion- 

*  ary  liberty  of  taxing  the  people  without  limitation 
'  or  controul  ;  the  lafl  fatal  compliment  they  can 

*  pay  to  the  crown. — -  If  this  fnould  ever  be  the 

*  unhappy  circumftance  of  this  nation,  the  people 

*  indeed  may  complain  j  but  the  doors  of  that  place 
'  where  their  complaints  fhould  be  heard,  will  for 
'  ever  be  fhut  againft  them. 

*  The  power  of  the  crown  is  very  juftly  appre- 
^  hended  to  be  grov/ing  to  a  monflrous,  I  fiiould 
'  have  faid,  too  great  a  fize,  and  leveral  methods 

'  have 
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*  have  been  unfuccefsfuUy  propofed  for  reftraining  it 

*  within  its  proper  bounds. 

'  But  our  difeafe,    I  fear,   is  of  a  complicated  na-^ 

*  ture,  and  I  think  that  this  motion  is  wifely  in- 
'  tended  to  remove  the  firft  and  principal  diforder. 

' Give  the  people  their  ancient  right  of  fre- 

'  quent  new  eledions  ;  that  will  rellore  the  decayed 

*  authority  of  Parliaments,  and  will  put  our  confti- 
'  tution  into  a  natural  condition  of  working  out  her 

*  own  cure. 

*  Sir,  upon  the  whole,    I  am  of  opinion,  that  I 

*  can't  exprefs  a  greater  zeal  for  his  Majefby,  for  the 

*  liberties  of  the  people,  or  the  honour  and  dignity 
'  of  this  houfe,  than  by  feconding  the  motion  which 
'  the  honourable  gentleman  has  made  you.' 

Mr.  Cc;/-       ^ohn  Conduit^  Efq;   member  for  White  Church  in 

didt\        HampJIoire^  fpoke  next,  in  fubftance  as  follows,  vix, 

ii^cech.      c  gjj,^  ^g  J  iiappen  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the  two 

'  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  in  favour 

'  of  this  motion,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  follow  them  in 

*  every  thing  they  have  faid,  and  give  my  reafons 

*  for  not  thinking  the  arguments  they  have  made 

*  ufe  of  any  way  conclufive.     They  have  talked  a 

*  great  deal  of  our  ancient  conftitution,  and  feem,  f 

*  think,  mighty  defirous  of  reverting  to  it  i  but  if 
*•  gentlemen  will  confider  the  difadvantages,  as  well 

*  as  the  advantages,  which  attended  every  part  of 
'  our  old  confhi tution,  I  believe  they  will  not  be  io 

*  very  fond  of  returning  to  it.     I  fliall  agree  that 

*  there  were  fuch  old  ftatutes  as  have  been  mentioned, 

*  rehiing  to  the  frequent  holding  of  Parliaments  ; 

*  but  that  gentlemen  may  recoiled:  a  little  the  nature 

*  of  thofe  Parliaments,  and  the  rights  and  preroga- 

*  tives  which  the  crown  at  that  time  enjoyed,  or  ac 

*  leall  pretended  to,  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  read  fome 
'  cxtrads,  which  I  have  taken  from  one  of  our  mofl: 

*  judicious  writers,   about  parliamentary  alKiirs  ;    I 

'  mean 
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*  mean  the  fomous  Mr.  Frmie^  (hers  he  read  fome 
cxtraifls  from  his  writings,  ihewing  the  many  powers 
and  prerogatives  which  our  Kings  of  old  pretended 
to.)  '  Thus  wc  may  fee  that  the  Kings  of  Ryigland 
had  anciently  fuch  prerogatives,  as  v/ould  be  very 
inconfiftent  with  thofe  privileges  which  the  people 
of  this  nation  now  enjoy.  This  was  our  old  con- 
ftitution,  and  I  fhould  be  glad  to  know,  if  it  be 
to  this  form  of  government  that  gentleman  would 
now  have  us  to  return. 

'  The  honourable  gendeman  mentioned  next  the 
heavy  complaints  that  were  made  ngainft  King 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  his  fon  King  James  the  Se- 
cond, and  the  great  misfortunes  v/hich  both  thefe 
Princes  fell  into  by  not  giving  ear  to  thcfe  com- 
plaints :  But  I  mud  take  notice,  that  there  never 
was  a  complaint  againft  either  of  them  for  continu- 
ing the  fame  Parliament  too  long  \  all  the  com- 
plaints againft  both  were,  for  not  calling  or  hold- 
ing any  Parliament  for  feveral  years  together  ;  and 
this  it  was  that  brought  all  their  misfortunes  upon 
them.  And  as  to  the  long  Parliament  in  King  Charles 
the  fecond's  reign,  it  is  certain  that  there  was  a 
great  deal  more  reafon  to  complain  againft  their 
condudt  during  the  firft  years  of  their  fitting  than 
there  was  towards  the  latter  end  ;  fo  that  no  pare 
of  the  hiftory  of  either  of  thefe  three  reigns  can  af- 
ford fo  much  as  a  plaufible  argument  in  favour  of 
the  motion  now  made  to  us. 
'  It  has  been  alledged.  Sir,  that  the  crown  muft 
always  neceflarily  have  a  much  greater  influence 
upon  leptennial  Parliaments,  than  it  can  ever  have 
upon  thofe  which  are  chofcn  and  continued  only  for 
three  years :  But  it  is  my  opinion,  if  ever  the 
crown  ftiould  attempt,  if  ever  any  miniftry  fhould 
be  wicked  enough  to  endeavour  to  gain  a  corrupt 
influence  over  the  Parliament,  it  will  be  as  eafy  to 
gain  ifover  the  one  fort  of  Parliament  as  ov^t  the 
Vol.  XII.  F  '  other; 
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other  •,  for  if  ever  the  members  chofen  and  return- 
ed, or  the  majority  of  them,  Ihould  be  fuch  as 
will  (loop  to  corruption,  the  infcdlion  may  be  eafily 
fpread,  the  alkiring  baits  may  be  thrown  out  in 
feven  days  as  well  as  feven  years  •,  nor  do  1  think 
it  fuch  a  dlfncult  or  tedious  affair  to  find  out  who 
may  be  the  perfons  proper  to  be  wrought  on  ; 
that  is  a  knowledge  that  may  be  eafily  acquired  af- 
ter the  eledions  are  over,  and  before  it  may  be  ne- 
cefiary  for  the  Parliament  to  meet  :  Nay,  if  ever 
fueh  a  thing  fliould  happen  Cwhich  I  hope  never 
will j  I  am  convinced  it  would  be  much  more  eafy 
for  fuch  a  miniftry  to  manage  a  triennial  Parlia- 
ment, than  it  will  ever  be  to  manage  afeptennial  -, 
for  it  is  well  known  how  ftrongly  men  may  be 
wrought  on  by  hopes  and  promifes  -,  and  it  is  cer- 
tain, that  by  fuch  hopes  and  promifes  -,  fome  might 
be  kept  firmly  attached  to  a  court  and  miniilry  for 
two  or  three  years,  who  could  not  be  kept  fo  for 
four  or  five  *,  therefore  I  mufi:  conclude,  as  hopes 
and  promifes  are  more  eailly  given  than  penfions 
or  bribes,  it  would  be  more  eafy  for  the  miniilers 
to  keep  a  triennial  Parliament  depending  upon 
them,  than  to  keep  a  feptennial  in  any  fort  of  de- 
pendence :  And  as  to  pafl  times,  we  by  experience 
tind,  that  the  court  has  never  gained  much  by  long 
Parliaments  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  always 
found  that  the  party  againft  the  court  has  gradually 
increafed  in  number  by  the  long  continuance  of 
the  Parliament,  infomuch  that  from  a  fmall  mino- 
rity in  the  beginning,  they  have  often  come  up  to 
very  near  an  equality,  fometimes  to  a  majority  be- 
fore the  end  •,  lb  that  if  we  reafon  either  from  the 
nature  of  mankind  or  from  experience,  we  muft 
conclude,  that  the  liberties  of  the  people  are  bettcti 
fecured  by  ieptennial  than  they  can  ever  be^  by 
triennial  Parliaments. 

'  The  prefent  power  of  the  crown  has  been  fet  in 
the  moll  hideous  light,    and  the  number  of  places 

'     '         *  now 
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*  now  at  the  difpofal  of  the  crown,  has  been  reprc- 

*  Tented  as  of  the  mod  dangerous  confequence  to  the 
*•  independency  of  Parliament :  But  in  this  I   muft 

*  think  that  gentlemen  are  likewife  very  much  mi- 
'  ilaken :  I  muft  even  think  that  the  difpofal  of 
'  thofe  pofls  and  phices  which  are  neceflary  for  the 
'  fuj^port  of  our  government,  rather  weakens  the 
'  influence  and  interell  of  the  crown,   both  in  the 

*  ParHament  and  in  the  country  ;  becaufe  it  is  ccr« 
^  tain,  that  there  is  never  any  poft  or  place  to  be  dif- 

*  pofed  of,   for  which  there  are  not  three  or  four  can- 

*  didates  at  leaft  i    the  crown  can  give  it  but  to  one, 

*  and  by  giving  it  to  any  one  of  the  four,  the  other 
'  three  are  diflippointed  and  difobliged,   by  which 

*  the  crown  very  probably  raifes  up  three  enemies^ 

*  for  the  fake  of  fecuring  one  friend,  upon  whom 
'  no  very  great  dependance  can  perhaps  be  had  ; 
^  for  if  it  be  a  place   for  life,  the  perfon  who  goc 

*  it    becomes  then   independent   upon  the  crown, 

*  and  may  foon  come  to  be  difobhged  by  being  re- 
'  fufed  fome  fecond  favour.  This  every  man  who 
""  hears  me,  muft  by  his  own  experience  be  convinced 
^  of,  and  therefore  tho'  it  be  abfokitely  neceflary  for 
^  the  executive  part  of  our  government,  which  is 

*  lodged  in  the  crown,  to  have  the  difpofal  of  thofe 
^  pofts  and  places,   yet  it  cannot  from  thence  be  in- 

*  ferred,  that  the  power  of  the  crown  is  thereby 
^  gready  increafed. 

'  The  honourable  gentlemen  feemed  to  infinuate, 

^  that  the  principal  motive  for  pafTing  the  feptennial 

*  bill,  now  no  longer  fubfifted  *,  but  in  this  alfo  I 
'  muft  beg  leave  to  differ  from  them.  It  is  true,  one 

*  of  the  motives  for  pafting  that  bill  was,  the  great 

*  ferment  which  the  nation  was  then  in  ;  but  this  was 

*  not  the  principal   motive,  and  if  it  had  been  fo, 

*  that  motive  is  very  far  from  ceafing  to  fubfift  : 

*  Does  not  every  gentleman  know  what  a  fpirit  of 

*  difcontent,  nay,  I  may  fay  of  difaffecflion,  was 
^  artfi-illy  raifed  over  the  whole  nation  but  laft  year  ? 

F  2  *  Ana 
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*  And  can  any  gentleman  fay  that  that  fpirit  is  now 

*  totally  fubilded  ?   Or  can  any  gentleman  believe 

*  that  there  was  not  a  great  deal  of  the  fpirit  of  Ja- 
*.  cohitifm  at  the  bottom  of  thofe  difcontentSj  which 

*  were  then  without  any  ground  endeavoured  to  be 

*  raifed  ?  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  that  the  ferment  the 

*  nation  is  now  in,  and  the  ferment  it  was  in  when 
^  the  feptennial  bill  was  pafled  into  a  law,  proceed 

*  originally  from  the  fame  caufe,  therefore  1  mud 
'  take  the  motive  for  continuing  it,  to  be  now  much 
^  the  lame  with  that  which  was  then  for  enabling  it; 

*  and  as  the  motive  is  now  the  l^uiie,  I  hope  it  will 

*  prevail  with  this  houfe  not  to  repeal  a  law  from 

*  which  the  nation  has  received  fo  great  benefit. 

rA,7-  Sir  T:homas  RoVinfony  member  for  Morpeth  in 
Northiunherland,  *  Sir,  1  cannot  content  myfelf  v/ith 
'  barely  giving  a.  negative  to  this  propofition,  but 
^  muft  beg  your  indulgence  in  offering  a  fev/  reafons 
«  which  will  induce  me  to  bq  againft  it  •,  and  to  make 
'  two  or  three  obfervations  upon  what  has  fallen  from 

*  the  honourable  gentlemen  who  have  introduced  and 

*  fpoke  in  favour  of  it. 
'  In  my.  opinion.  Sir,  v/e  fliould  fix  the  duration 

'  of  Parliaments  to  a  fhorter  or  a  longer  period,  ac- 
~*  cording  as  it  will  promote  the  welfare  of  the  nation, 

*  and  fupport  and  ftrengthen  our  prefent  conllitu- 

*  tion  j  and  when  that  is  once  fixed,  the  confidera- 
^  tion,  whether  the  thing  be  popular  or  unpopular, 

*  or  whether  it  rnay  be  confonant  to  the  pra6lice  of 

*  our  ancefcors,  ought  not  to  influence  any  gentle-' 

*  man  in  giving  his  vote. 
Vlt  has  been  faid  by  the  honourable  gentleman 

*  who  fpoke  firft,  that  the  renewing  of  the  triennial 

*  bill  will  lelTen  the  expences  at  elections.  Sir,  I  think 
'  nothing  is  more  demonfLrable,  than  that  frequent 

*  ^eledAions  will  always  occafion  frequent  expences, and 

*  other  irregularities  too  notorious  not  to  lye  within 

*  the  compafs  of  every  man's  obfcrvation  j  and  that 

*  men's 
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'  men's  minds,    which  never  fail    to  be  inflamed 
'  in  a  conreft  between  two  parties,  will  always  pre- 

*  fcrve  thole  heats  in   view  of  a  quick  return  of 
'  eledling :  That  thefe  and  many  other  inconvenien- 

*  ces  can  be  fairly  charged  on  triennial  elections  is  ih- 

*  difputably  true  •,  and  if  feptennial  Parliaments  do 

*  not  intirely  remove  thefe  evils,  at  leaft  they  miti- 

*  gate  their  influence. 

*  Gendemen  have  urged,  that  expcnces  at  elec^ 

*  tions  are  voluntary ;  this  is  indeed  in  fome  liieafure 

*  true,  but,  by  this  alteration  of  the  law,  the  temp- 
^  tation  will  never  be  at  a  great  diftance  ;  the  op- 

*  portunity  for  corruption,    idienefs  and  debauche- 

*  ry,    will  happen  once  in  three  years,    inftead  of 

*  once  in  feven  *,  for  I  am  afraid  the  law  we  have 

*  lately  made,  which  the  honourable  gendeman  who 
'  made  the  motion  has  taken  notice  of,  cannot  yet 

*  have  produced  the  good  eff'ecl  we  expedted  from  it ; 

*  Reformations  of  iiny  kind  cannot  l?e  bi'ought  about 

*  on  a  fudden,   efpecially  in  things  of  thi:>  nature, 
^  where  the  lower  clafs  of  the  people  are  parties  con- 

*  cerned. 

*  Sir,  the  law  for  triennial  Parliaments  continued 
'  in  force  for  22  years :  In  that  time  many  inconve- 
^  niences  were  found  to  arife  from  it ;  and  it  \vas 
^  likewife  found  that  in  many  refpeds  it  did  not  an- 
^  fwer  the  end  for  which  it  was  made.  I  think  it 
^  lies  upon  thofe  gentlemen  who  are  advocates  tor 

*  this  propofition,  and  which  ought  to  be  the  foiin- 

*  dation  of  their  arguments  in  fupport  of  it,  to  iliew 

*  us  what  the  evils  are  which  are  attendant  upon  fep- 

*  tennial  Parliaments,  and  how  they  would  be   re<^ 

*  moved  by  the  alteration  propofed :    If  they  had 
'  done  this,  if  any  fuch  d\ing  could  be  done,  the  ar- 

*  gument  would  have  fome  weight  -,  biit  to  me  this 

*  appears  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  the  many  good  laws  that  have  pafled  in  f.i- 

*  vour  of  the  fubjed,    fliew  hov/  little  reafon  the 
•^  people  of  England'  have  to  be  dlipleafed  with  the 

F  ^  '  actions 
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actions  of  their  reprefentatives,  fince  the  feptennial 
a6t  took  place,  which  is  18  years  ago:  What  is 
done  within  every  man's  memory  cannot  be  liable 
to  any  mifreprefentation.  Hiftories  of  former  Par- 
liaments, or  of  pad  times,  may  be  partially  relat- 
ed, but  our  own  experience  cannot  deceive  us  ; 
and  I  appeal  to  thofe  who  now  hear  me,  whether 
we  have  yet  had  any  reafon  to  complain  of  the  con- 
du6l  of  feptennial  Parliaments. 
* .  And  bsfides.  Sir,  there  i's  no  mifchief  can  be 
done  to  the  fulJ2(fl  in  a  feptennial  Parliament, 
which  may  not  be  done  in  a  triennial ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  the  iliort  duration  of  a  triennial  will 
not  allow  fufficient  time  to  the  compleating  many 
good  undertakings,  which  may  be  accomplifhed 
by  a  feptennial ;  mifchief  being  of  its  own  nature 
of  quick  growth,  and  foon  brought  to  maturity  ; 
whereas,  fchemes  for  a  general  good  ripen  by  flow 
degrees,  and  require  a  length  of  time  in  rearing  up 
to  perfedion. 

*  Gentlemen  have  brought  arguments  in  fupport 
of  this  propofition  from  the  pra6lice  and  laws  of 
our  foreflithers,  and  deduce  the  expediency  of  the 
triennial  bill,  from  the  original  formation  of  our 
conltitution.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  comprehend 
what  is  meant  by  our  old  conftitution,  and  there- 
fore when  gentlemen  make  ufe  of  the  expreffion, 
cur  old  cGnJlituiion^  I  muft  look  upon  it  as  an  inde- 
finite term,  ^hich  can  admit  of  no  diredl  anfwer  : 
But  v^ould  they  fix  it  to  a  reign,  or  to  any  certain 
number  of  years,  I  could  undertake  to  fhew,  that, 
in  no  period  of  time  they  fliall  fix  on,  fince  the 
conqueft,  we  ever  had  fuch  a  one  as  we  fhould  be 
now  willing  to  fubmit  to,  and  re(l  fatisfied  with : 
I  know  of  no  fettled  conftitution  till  the  revolu- 
tion •,  it  is  from  that  happy  period  I  date  our 
having  any  at  all.  It  may  indeed  be  agreeable 
to  the  ancient  laws  of  the  realm,  that  there  fhould 
be  frequent  Parliaments^  that  is,  that  Parliaments 

*  fhould 
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fhould  be  frequently  holden  ;  but  from  whence  will 
gentlemen  prove,  that  it  has  been  eilablifht-cl  as  a 
fundamental  maxim  in  what  is  called  our  old  con- 
ftitution,  that  there  fhould  be  frequent  elcdions  -, 
fure  at  lead  I  am,  if  the  nature  of  our  conflitu- 
tion  required  that  there  fliould  be  fuch,  the  prac- 
tice  of  our  anceftors  has  not  always  correfponded 
with  it. 

'  It  would  be  a  tedious  task  to  fliew  in  what  man- 
ner Parliaments  have  been  called  and  holden,  and 
to  trace  out  all  the  variations  of  our  laws,  or  ra- 
ther practice,  in  this  refpcct,  fince  the  conquefl:  i 
200  years  after  which,  I  believe,  there  was  no  fuch 
thing  in  being  as  a  houfe  of  commons,  at  leaft,  if 
there  was  any  fuch  affcmbly,  they  met  but  very 
feldom  :  But  gentlem.en's  thoughts  will  prevent  me 
in  what  I  could  offer  on  this  head,  and  therefore  I 
fhall  not  enter  into  a  detail  of  paticuLirs,  v/ith 
which  many  others  may  be  much  better  acquaint- 
ed ;  only,  in  general,  I  will  venture  to  fiy,  thnt 
from  the  earlielt  records  of  time  to  the  revolution, 
the  crown  made  ufe  of  their  prerogative  fo  far  widi 
regard  to  Parliaments,  that  the  people  never  knew 
when  there  would  be  a  new  eleclion,  or  how  long 
the  power,  they  gave  their  reprefentatives  when 
eleded,  might  be  continued  to  them  :  If  we  look 
back  into  our  hiftory,  we  fhall  Bndy  in  fome  reigns. 
Parliaments  chofen  by  the  people^  and  diffoived 
by  the  crown,  before  they  were  fufi^ered  to  meet  ut 
all ;  in  other  reigns  a  ytry  Jorrg  intenniiTion  of 
Parliaments  *,  and  in  others  again  a  Parliament 
perhaps  in  being,  but  for  many  yeai-s  iticceflive- 
]y  not  once  fuffered  to  f/t,  Theie,,  Sir^  wer? 
real  grievances  :  And  in  this  reforming  age,  -^  1^ 
feem  to  be  as  i?neafy,  and  as  fond  of  taking  pre- 
cautions againfl  imaginary  dangers,  as  ever  our  an- 
ceftors wei-e  abou^  proyiding  agairsfl  thofe  tmt  mat 
leai. 

P  4.  '^  My 
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*  My  worthy  friend  and  contemporary  at  the  unl-** 
'  vcrfuy,  who  feconded  the  motion,  has  fhewn  the^ 
'  practice  of  leveral  of  our  former  Kings  in  this  par- 

*  ticular,  and  indeed  has  fpoken  in  favour  of  the 

*  motion,  with  fo  much  decency  and  weight,  that 

*  it  requires  one  much  better  fkilled  than  I  am  in 
'  our  Englijh  Hiftory  and  Parhamentary  proceed- 

*  ings,  to  do  the  fame  juftice  to  the  other  fide  of  the 

*  queftion  ;   but  he  has  quoted  two  reigns,   which 

*  will,  in  my  opinion,  both  turn  againfl  the  motion 

*  he  has  fo  handfomely  fupported.     Thefe,  Sir,  are 

*  the  reigns  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  and  King 
'  Charles  the  Second  •,  but  before  I  take  notice  of 

*  them,  give  me  leave  to  mention  another  reign,  I 

*  mean  that  of  Queen  Elizabeth^    which  both  the 

*  v/orthy  gentlemen  have  very  prudently  avoided 
'  mentioning  upcvn  this  occanon,  tho'  it  be  a  reign 

*  that  is  feldom  forgot  to  be  brought  upon  the  car- 
'  pet,  when  a  comparifon  is  to  be  made,  in  order 

*  to  depreciate  the  adions  and  meafures  of  the  pre- 

*  fent  times  :  In  the  long  reign  of  that  Queen,  a 

*  reign  which  Lifted  44  years,  there  were  in  all  but 

*  ten  Parliaments  chofen,  in  thefe  ten  Parliaments 

*  there  were  but  13  fefilons,  and,  except  the  laft, 
^  never  any  one  of  thefe   felTions  continued   many 

*  wrecks  together.  Befides,  Sir,  however  glorious 
^  the  reign  of  that  Princcfs  may  be  in  other  re- 
"  fpeciSf  yet  it  is  certain,  that  in  many  inftances 
""  flie  ufed  her  Parliaments  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  I 

*  hope,  we  Jliall  never  fee  Parliam.ents  treated  for  the 

*  fuiure. 

*  As  for  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  I 

*  little  expeded.  Sir,  that  reign  would  have  been  in- 
^  troduced  in  this  debate,  efpecialjy  by  thofe  who  are 

*  advocates   for  this  queftion  -,  for  furely  that  reign 

*  ought  to  be  buried  in  oblivion,  by  thofe  who  would 

*  plead  for  the  liberty  of  the   fubject,  and   are  for 

*  lefiening  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  >  becaufe,  in 

'  no 
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no  preceding  reign  was  the  lad:  ever  carried  higher, 
or  the  other  in    greater  danger  of  being  utterly 
iub verted  and  dellroyed.     Were  it   necefiary  for 
the  point  I  am  contending  for,  I  would  undertake 
to  prove,   that  as  long  as   he  had  any  power,   he 
was  daily  attempting,  by  his  prerogative,   to  have 
made  Parliaments  ufelefs  •,  and   therefore   I  fliall 
eafily  agree  with  the   honourable  gentleman,    that 
he  neglefced  calling  frequent  new  Farhaments  -,  but 
give  me  leave  farther  to  obferve,  that  during  that 
King's  reign,  no  Parliament  was  called,,  there  was 
not  lb  much  as  one  in  being  :  No  !  not  for  twelve 
years  together  -,  during  which  time  hiftory  does 
not  give  the  mod  favourable  account  of  him,  with 
refpecl  to  his  feveral  attempts  upon  the  liberties  of 
his  fubjed:s,  which  the  honourable  gentleman  has 
put  a  very  handfome  glofs  upon,    by  faying,  that 
thefe  attempts  were  made  by  the  advice  of  fyco* 
phants  and  flatterers :  Whoever  the  authors  were. 
Sir,  the  fads  are  true,  and  the  conlequcnces,   had 
they  nor  been  prevented,   muft  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  rights  of  the  People.     When  I  luve  faid 
this,   I  would  not  have  it  underftood  as  if  I  appro- 
ved of  the  fteps  afterwards  taken,   by  which  that 
unfortunate  Prince  was  brought  to  his  tragical  and 
untimely  end  *,  but  as  his  fate  ought  to  be  a  warn- 
ing to  all  future  Princes,  not  to  make  any  incroach- 
ments  upon  the  liberties  or  privileges  of  the  iiibjed, 
fo  it  ought  to  be  a  warning  to  all  thofe  that  are  true 
lovers  of  our  conftitution,  to  be  extremely  cautious 
of  introducing  any  new  regulations  or  unnecefliry 
amendments.     And  this.  Sir,  I  take  to  be  a  leffou 
much  more  proper  for  the  prefent  queftion  than 
that  which  my  honourable  friend  has  been  pleafed 
to  recommend  to  us  from  the  fate  of  that  Prince : 
fince  the  queilion  is  not  now  about  complimenting 
the  crown  with  any  new  or  extravagant  powers,  nor 
about  deaying  the  people  any  of  chofe  rights  whicii 

*  they  areiinuded  to  by  kw, 

*  I  was 
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*  I  was  equally  furprifed,    Sir,  to  hear  the  long 

*  Parliament  of  King  C^^r/<fj|the  Second  (which  con- 

*  tinued  1 7  years)  fo  much   as  mentioned  by  thofe 

*  who  are  for  fhortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments ; 
'  for,   in  my  opinion,  the  condu6b  of  that  Parlia- 

*  ment,  if  it  proves  any  thing,  ihews,  that  the  long 

*  duration  of  a  Parliament  does  not  necelTarily  make 

*  it  intirely  fubfervient  to  the  will  of  the  Prince, 
'  Tho*  that  Parliament  has  fince  been  treated  with 

*  great  indignity,  tho*  I  will  not  now  take  upon  me 
'  to  determine  whether  it  deferved  the  ufige  it  has 

*  met  with  from  fome  people  -,  yet  I  think  I  may 

*  fay,  that  a  majority  of  the  members  thereof,  efpe- 
'  cially  towards  the  end  of  it,  were  fteady  in  the  fup- 

*  port  of  the  liberties  of  the  people  -,  and  had  not 

*  they  made  a  noble  (land  againft  the  attempts  of  the 

*  crown  in  thofe  days,  we  flioiild  not  now  have  been 

*  debating  this  point, 

^  Thus,  Sir,  the  inflance  of  this  Parliament,  if  ic 

*  proves  any  thing,  I  fay,  proves  that  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  which  {-diX.  the  longeft  ever  any  did  in  Ej^g- 
'  land^  could  not  be   influenced  by  the  crown  to 

*  come  into  meafures  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of 

*  the  people  :  And  if  gentlemen  will  but  recoiled: 
^  the  annals  of  that  Parliament,  they  will  find  thas 

*  it  was  moi^e  fubfervient  to  the  court,  likit  lirii:,  le- 
^  cand  as?5d  third  years,  than  ic  w\^.s  the  fixth  or  fe» 

*  venth  ;  and  it  was  lefs  fo  the  eleventh  or  twelfth, 
^  than  it  was  in  the  ninth  or  tenth :  And  i  agree 
^  with  the  honourable  gentleman,  tha.t  the  farther  it 
•^  removed  from  its  original,  the  better  title  the  mem-- 

*  bers  acquired  to  tlie  denomkiationof  Veteran  troops^ 

*  which  he  has  been  pleafed  t0  compare  them  to  ^ 
'  but  this  title  they  merited  for  a  reafoii  very  diffe- 
"^  rent  from  what  l-^e  has  affigned  z  It  was  not  becauie 

*  they  knew  no  other  command  hut  from  the  peribn 

*  who  gave  them  their  pay,  but  it  was  becauie  they 
•*  became  every  day  more  and  more  obfervant  of 
^  ^.eirdoty,  more  watchful  over  the -liberties  of  their 

^  fello'^ 
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fellow  fubjeds,  and  lefs  tradable  to  the  meafures 
of  the  court,  infomuch  that  atlail,  by  their  perfc- 
vering;  in  an  honeft  oppofition  to  thofe  meal  arcs, 
they  forced  their  own  difiblution  ;  and  this  alwayii 
has  been,  and  always  mud  be  the  cafe  as  to  all  bo- 
dies of  the  Hime  men,  when  long  kept  together, 
and  attempted  to  be  feduced  by  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption ♦,  for  few  men  are  fo  intirely  debauched  and 
abandoned  to  fhame,  but  that  fooner  or  later  they 
will  be  actuated  by  the  love  of  virtue  and  public 
good,  which  will  at  lafb  make  them  ftubbornly  re- 
(ifl:  the  defigns  of  a  profligate  court  againfl:  the  li- 
berties of  their  country  :  And  this  was  certainly 
the  cafe  as  to  that  Parliament,  othcrwife  King 
Charles  would  not  fo  eafily  have  parted  with  a  Par- 
liament he  had  been  fo  lon^r  and  v/ith  fo  much  ex- 
pence  endeavouring  to  form  to  his  own  arbitrary 
views ;  therefore,  Sir,  if  any  argument  is  to  be 
drawn  from  this  long  parliament,  it  may  certainly 
be  made  ufe  of  as  the  ftrongeft  reafon  why  a  {<z]3- 
tennial  Parliament  lliould  be  preferred  to  a  tri- 
ennial. 

*  As  a  farther  proof.  Sir,  that  the  balance  of  power 
in  the  (late  is  demonftrably  more  in  flivour  of  the 
people,  in  a  Parliament  that  hath  its  duration  for 
feven  years,  than  in  one  chofen  every  third  year  ; 
and  that  the  crown  will  always  have  lefs  influence 
in  a  fe  ptennial  than  a  triennial  Parliament  •,  let 
us  but  recoiled  what  has  happened  ever  fince  the 
feptennial  law  took  place.  As  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  fpoke  Jail  has  already  obferved, 
does  not  experience  fhew  us  that  every  kflion  will 
increafe  an  oppofing  party  .?  Has  it  not  been  hi- 
therto always  found,  that  the  party  againft  the 
court  has  in  every  fifth  or  fixth  leflion  been  more 
in  number  than  it  was  the  fecond  or  third  ?  And  as 
no  flep  has  been  made  to  increafe  either  the  pre- 
rogative or  power  of  the  crown  ever  fince  fepten- 
nial Parliaments  have  had  a  being,  why  fliould  we: 


'  go 
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*  go  about  to  make  an  alteration  in  that  part  of  our 

*  conditution,  from  which  we  have  never  yet  felt  the 

*  leaft  irxonvenience  ?    Might  not  therefore  a  defire 

*  to  revert  back  to  the  pradlice  of  our  anceftors  m 

*  this  particular,  be  compared  to  a  man  in  his  full 
"  growth  and  ftrength,  defiring  to  return  back  to  his 
'  childhood! 

"  It  has  indeed  been  infinuated  by  both  the  ho- 

*  nourable  gentlemen,    who   have   fpoken   on   the 

*  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  that  undue  influence  has 

*  been  attempted  in  elections ;  that  money  has  been 

*  fent  down  from  the  treafury  to  gain  returns  from 

*  boroughs  in  the  country  ;  by  which  the  eledions 
*^  have  been  rendered  fo  expenfive  to  the  country 

*  gentlemen,  that  it  is  with  great  difficulty  they 

*  can  from  their  private  fortunes  fupport  fuch  ex- 

*  pence,  or  withfland  fuch  influence  ;  and  this  is 

*  indeed  the  principal  argument  I  have  yet  heard 
'  made  ufe  of  in  fupport  of  this  queftion :  Tho'  I 

*  am  no  way  privy  to,  nor  do  1  believe  that  any  fuch 

*  pradices  have  been  lately  attempted  5  yet,  Sir,  up- 
'  on  this  occafion,  I  will  for  argument's  fake  fup- 

*  pofe  it  to  be  true  •,  I  will  fuppofe  that  the  court 

*  does  intermeddle  in  eledtions,  and  that  fums  of 
^  money  have  been  fent  into  the  country  for  that  pur- 
*•  pofe  ;  bnt  how  this  comes  to  be  owing  to  fepten- 

*  nial  Parliaments  I  cannot  comprehend  :  Would  it 
'  not  be  as  much  in  the  power  of  the  court  to  inter- 

*  meddle  in  the  eledions  for  a  triennial,  as  in  thofe 

*  for  a  feptennial  Parliament  ?     And  if  a  country 

*  gentleman  can  fcarce  bear  up  againft  thefe  prac- 

*  tices,  when  he  has  fix  years  refpite  to  recover  of  the 

*  expences  and  trouble  he  may  have  been  put  to  by 

*  fuch  attempts  on  his  borough ;  for  God's  fake  \ 

*  how  will  it  ftand  with  him  when  the  battle  is  to  be 

*  fought  every  three  years  ?  Surely  he  will  be  then 
*■  ilnuch  lefs  able  to  bear  fuch  expences,  or  to  with^ 
*'  ftand  fuch  influence ;  and  thei-efore  if  the  Court 

*  ever  h^  endeavoured,  or  if  it  ever  fliould  endea- 
'  .  '  vour 
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*  vour  to  influence  eledions  by  the  force  of  money, 

*  that  influence  would  be  much  more  dangerous  in 

*  triennial  than  in  ieptennial  ele6i:ions  ;  from  whence 

*  I  mufl:  be  of  opinion,   if  this  quefl:ion  fhould  fuc- 

*  ceed,  it  might  in  time  more  effe6lually  efl:abli{h 
'  the  abfolute  power  of  the  crown,  and  defl:roy  the 

*  liberties  of  the  people,  than  any  other  method  thac 
'  could  be  thought  of. 

*  The  worthy  gentleman  who  made  the  motion 

*  has  told  us,  that  an  annuity  for  feven  years  is  more 
'  valuable  than  an  annuity  for  three,  and  from  thence 

*  he  feemed  to  infer,  that  a  feptennial  Parliament 

*  mull  be  more  expenfive  than  a  triennial,  in  the  fime 

*  proportion  as  an  annuity  for  feven  years,  deferves 

*  a  better  conflderation  than  arL  annuity  for  three  : 

*  But  he  does  not  confider  that  a  Parliament  for 

*  feven  years,  is  above  twice  the  duration  of  one  for 

*  three  ;    fo   that    if  triennial  Parliaments  were  to 

*  come  in  the  place  of  feptennial,  a  man  mult  be 

*  thrice  chofen,  before  he  can  continue  fo  long  in 

*  this  houfe  as  he  v/ould  do,  were  he  to  be  chofen  for 

*  feven  years  at  once  -,  and  it  is  certain,  that  the  ex- 

*  pences  or  the  purchafe  ("if  with  him  we  fuppofe 

*  fuch  purchafes)  of  three,  or  even  of  two  elections 

*  for  triennial  ParliamiCnts,   will  always  amount  to 

*  more  than  the  expences  or  the  purchafe  of  one 
'  eledlion  for  a  feptennial. 

'  If  then  the  expenfivenefs  of  eledions  be  one  of 

*  the  evils  attendant  upon  feptennial  Parliaments,    ic 

*  is  certain,   the  changing  of  them  into  triennial  will 

*  befo  fkrfrom  removing  that  evil,    that  it  will  ne- 

*  cefiarily  increafe  it.  And  I  believe  feme  gentk- 
'  men  will,   in  another  particular,  find  their  expedla- 

*  tions  as  little  anfwcred   by  the  prefent  motion :  I 

*  mean,  that  they  will  not  find  it  fo  popular  a  mo- 

*  tion  among  the  generality  of  eledors,  as  fome  oi 
'  them  may  imagine.  It  may  indeed  plcale  thofe 
'  of  the  populace  who  have  no  votes,  who  are  fond 

*  of  noife  and  buftle,  and  who  would  be  glad  of  any 

'  change, 
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change,  by  which  they  might  have  a  more  frequent 
chance  to  get  drunk  and  be  idle.  It  may  alfo 
be  agreeable  to  the  lower  and  meaner  fort  of  our 
electors,  who  have  heretofore  perhaps  too  often 
made  their  market  upon  fuch  occafions  ;  but  to  the 
honeft  fliop-keeper,  and  the  quiet  and  fiiir  trader, 
who  have  no  other  views  but  to  gain  a  comforta- 
ble fubfiftence,  by  carrying  on  their  refpedive 
trades,  and  to  the  better  kind  of  our  freeholders, 
and  to  the  gentry  in  general  *,  to  all  thofe  forts 
of  men,  in  fhort,  whofe  inclinations  we  ought  to 
have  the  chief  regard  to,  the  propofing  of  this  bill 
will  be  found,  I  believe,  not  to  be  a  very  proper 
way  of  paying  court. 

'  The  worthy  gentlemen.  Sir,  who  have  fpokcn 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion,  make  a  very  par- 
tial ufe  of  our  ancient  conititution,  when  they  plead 
for  a  fhorter  duration  of  Parliaments,  becaufe  in 
former  times,  inftances  may  be  found  of  frequent 
elections,  but  forget  at  the  fame  time  to  remind  us 
of  the  different  fituation  of  our  affairs,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Mufl:  not  proper  allowances 
be  made  for  the  feveral  changes  which  have  fince 
happened  in  our  conilitution,  and  the  different  re- 
lations we  now  bear  to  foreign  nations  I  For  with- 
out a  parity  of  circumilances,  gentlem>en  cannot 
reafonably  expedl  an  equality  of  confequences. 
'  Formerly  Parliaments  fat  but  ten,  fifteen,  or 
twenty  days,  and  difpatched  all  the  bufinefs  they 
had  before  them  in  that  time  ;  we  now  fit  four  or 
five  months,  and  find  fufficient  employment  •,  the 
reafon  of  this  difference  is  obvious ;  our  govern- 
ment has  fince  gone  through  fo  many  changes,  and 
the  riches  and  commerce  of  this  nation  have  fo 
much  increafed,  that  this  houfe  is  now  engaged  in  a 
much  larger  circle  of  bufinefs  *,  and  at  the  fame  time 
hath  afferted  a  1  ight  to  feveral  powers  in  the  ftate,. 
which,  'till  within  thefe  100  years,  the  crown  has 
often  contefted  :  May  not  gentlemen  as  well  infer,, 

^  becaufe 
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becaufc  fome  parliaments  in  former  times  have  fcit 
but  twenty  days,  that  we  ought  now  to  follow  their 
pradVice  in  this  particular,  as  to  plead  for  a  fliorter 
duration  of  Parliaments,  becaufe  there  may  be  found 
inftances  of  annual  eledlions  in  remote  ao;es. 
'  Would  gentlemen.  Sir,  who  fpeak  fo  favourably 
of  ancient  times,  have  our  Parliaments  broughc 
again  to  be  entirely  upon  the  flime  foot  they  were 
formerly  ?  Surely,  no !  As  the  law  now  ftands,  the 
crown  cannot  poflibly  prolong  a  Parliament  beyond 
feven  years,  and  as  the  affairs  of  the  public  are 
now  difpofed,  it  mud  neceilarily  meet  every  year. 
Formerly  the  crown  could  keep  a  Parliament  in 
being  without  any  limitation  of  time  for  their  difTo- 
lution,  and,  as  I  have  faid  before,  did  fometimes 
prevent  them,  tho'  eleded,  from  ever  meeting  ; 
nay,  at  other  times,  there  has  been  for  many  years 
together  a  total  intermlffion  of  Parliaments.  I 
therefore  really  think,  no  one  can  make  the  leall 
comparifon  on  this  head  •,  at  leaft  I  fuppofe  the 
worthy  gentlemen  would  not  be  willing  10  return 
to  the  pracfice  of  preceding  times  in  thefe  parti- 
culars. 

'  In  Ihort,  Sir,  I  think  the  feptennial  ad  as  well 
adapted  to  our  prefent  conftitution,  as  well  calcu- 
lated to  anfwer  the  purpofes  and  fecure  the  free- 
dom of  Parliaments,  as  any  regulation  that  can  be 
made  i  and  I  do  not  know  any  one  particular  in- 
(lance,  in  which  our  liberty  and  conftitution  have 
been  more  ftrengthened  and  improved  fince  the 
revolution,  than  by  thofe  laws  which  have  been 
made  relative  to  the  chufing,  fitting,  and  dura- 
tion of  Parliaments. 

'  Before  I  leave  this  Subjed,  I  muft  take  this  op- 
portunity to  return  my  thanks  to  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  called  for  the  reading  of  the  fep- 
tennial acl,  becaufe  the  preamble  puts  me  in  mind 
of  our  being  indebted  to  that  law,  for  the  preven- 
tion of  a  fecond  rebellion  :  I  am  convinced  it  was 

'  to 


8o  Parliamentary-        A.  1754,. 

to  that  feafonable  alteration,  we  then  owed  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  tranquillity,  and  perhaps  every 
thing  that  is  dear  to  us  ;  for  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple were  at  that  time  fo  exrafpsrated  and  inflamed, 
the  fpirit  of  Jacobitifm  was  got  to  fjch  a  height 
in  the  nation,  that  had  an  eledion  come  on,  after 
the  nril  Parliament  of  the  late  king  ought  to  have 
expired  by  the  triennial  ad,  it  is  not  hard  to  fay 
what  Lital  confequences  might  have  enfued.  But 
I  neither  mention  this  as  thinking  it  intirely  our 
prefenr  fituation,  or  to  draw  an  argument  from 
thence,  in  fupport  of  what  I  am  contending  for; 
However  I  muft  fay,  that  the  recolleeling  how 
much  we  owe  to  the  feptennial  a(5l,  m.akes  me  the 
more  unwilling  to  part  with  it.  It  is  like  friend - 
fhip  in  private  life,  where  we  have  once  eftablifned 
a  thorough  good  opinion  of  a  man,  and  have  re- 
ceived great  favours  from  him,  it  is  with  difficulty, 
it  is  with  great  concern  we  are  prevailed  on  to 
give  credit  to  any  thing  that  may  tend  to  his  dif- 
advantage. 

'  Many  inilances  mJght  be  brought.  Sir,  to  fliew 
the  inconveniences  that  Vv^ould  attend  the  fuccefs  of 
the  bill  now  propofed  to  us  \  but  as  I  have  already 
taken  up  much  more  of  your  time  than  I  at  firft 
intended,  I  fhaii  only  mention  one,  which  is,  the 
great  hinderance  it  might  be  in  the  difpatchof  our 
foreign  negotiations.  As  we  have  been  within 
doors  often  told  of  reports  without  doers,  1  muft 
take  the  liberty  to  mention  one,  which  we  have 
heard  both  within  and  without.  Have  we  not 
often  heard  witliout  doors,  have  not  we  been  told 
in  a  former  debate  in  this  houfe,  that  feveral  letters 
have  been  lately  fent  to  foreign  courts,  in  order  to 
difcourage  them  from  treating  with  us  at  this  cri- 
tical jundure,  by  affuring  them  that  the  next  en- 
fuing  Parliament  will  be  of  a  complexion  very  dif- 
ferent from  this  ?  I  cannot  in  the  leaft  fuppofe  that 
I  '  fuch 
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*  fuch  letters  were  either  written  or  concerted  by 
'  any  one  within  thefe  walls  •,   but  I  mufl  prefume, 

*  the  authors  are  by  this  time  convinced  of  their  cr- 

*  ror,  fince  1  find  lb  much   pains  has  lately  been 

*  taken,  and  fo  much  rhetoric  employed,  both  in 

*  weekly  and  other  papers,  to  perfuade  us  of  the  in- 
'  convenience  of  the  feptennial  a6t,  and  the  necefTity 
'  for  repealing  it  •,    from  whence  I  conclude,  that 

*  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  the  authors  of  fuch 

*  letters,  begin  now  to  fee  that  they  will  be  difap- 
'  pointed  in  their  expedations  ;  and  in  order  to 
'  make  amends  for  this  difappointment,  they  are  for 
'  repealing  the  feptennial  acft,  that  they  may  have  a 
'  frefli  opportunity  of  taking  another  trial  four  years 
'  hence.    But  be  this  as  it  will,  it  is  certain,  that  what 

*  I  have  juft  mentioned  may  be  pradifed,  and  will 

*  always  be  an  inconvenience  and  a  hinderance  in  the 

*  carrying  on  of  our  foreign  affairs,  towards  the  end 
'  of  a  feptennial  Parliament :  And  fhall  we  by  a 
'  new  law  give  an  opportunity  and  a  temptation  to 
'  the  enemies  of  the  government,  to  repeat  thofe  and 
'  fuch  like  pradlices  and  fuggeftions,  to  the  great 

prejudice  of  the  nation,  at  the  end  of  every  three 
years  ? 

'  Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  I  cannot  help  obferving, 
that  during  the  feven  years  I  have  fat  in  Parlia- 
ment, I  have  heard  many  queftions  introduced  into 
this  houfe,  which  have  very  much  furprifed  me. 
Among  others,  1  have  heard  a  propofition  made, 
which,  as  it  appeared  to  me,  would  have  made 
the  army  ufclefs  upon  any  emergency,  when  we 
might  have  had  the  greateft  occafion  for  their  fer- 
vice.  I  have  heard  another  queftion  about  making 
a  perpetual  lav/  to  regulate  an  annual  conftitution, 
which  would  indeed  have  had  a  quite  different  ef- 
fed  from  the  former  ;  for  in  procefs  of  time,  this 
laft  queftion,  had  it  fucceeded,  might  have  made 
the  army  our  fovereign  \  and  King,  Lords,  and 
Commons,  infignificanr:  And  the  propofition  now 
Vol.  XIL  G  '  before 
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before  us,  would,  in  my  opinion,  tend  to  weaken 
our  greateft  fecurity,  I  mean  the  landed  intereft  of 
the  kingdom,  by  giving  them  frequent  and  unne- 
ceOHry  temptations  to  extraordinary  expences,  and 
might  farther  introduce  new  calamities  and  confu- 
fions  into  this  nation.  What  other  queftion  can 
follov/  to  keep  rank  with  thofe,  I  cannot  divine  •, 
but  the  fpirit  of  reformation,  feems  to  be  now  fo 
very  much  the  fafliion,  I  do  not  doubt  but  fertile 
imaginations  will  always  find,  and  will  never  be 
at  a  lofs  for  popular  topics  to  introduce. 
'  No  (late,  Sir,  was  ever  fo  exadlly  framed  in  all 
its  parts,  as  not  to  make  new  laws  fometimes  ne- 
ceflluy  to  remedy  the  evils  which  time  and  cor- 
ruption may  bring  upon  it ;  and  for  this  reafon, 
every  flate  is  inveited  with  a  power  of  altering  or 
repealing  old  laws,  and  fubftituting  new  ones  in 
their  fbead,  where  thofe  exifbing  are  found  to  be 
deficient :  In  this  I  lliall  agree  with  the  honourable 
gentlemen  ;  but  give  me  leave  farther  to  obferve, 
that  this  power  may  be  made  ufe  of,  to  the  over- 
throw as  well  as  the  fupport  of  the  conflitution ; 
and  therefore  when  we  proceed  to  the  exercife  of 
this  part  of  the  legiflative  power,  efpecklly  in 
things  which  reUite  to  the  very  fundamentals  of 
our  conflitution,  the  worthy  gentlemen  will,  I  hope, 
agree  vmh  me,  that  we  ought  to  ufe  it  with  the 
greatefl  prudence  and  caution. 
*  At  prefcnt,  Sir,  I  think  our  conflitution  is  fo 
well  regulated  in  all  its  parts,  the  fcales  are  fo  juft- 
ly  poifcd,  as  not  to  want  any  new  modelling,  nor 
any  additional  weight  to  be  thrown  into  the  other 
fcale  :  We  mull  be  all  fo  fenfible  of  the  happinefs 
we  enjoy  under  our  conflitution,  as  now  eftablifh- 
ed,  that  our  chief  concern  aad  lludy,  ought  to  be 
how  to  preferve  it  in  the  happy  fituation  it  is  now 
in  ;  and  if  v/e  can  tranfmit  it  to  our  pofterity  in 
the  fame  luRre  and  perfcAion  we  now  clearly  per- 
ceive it  to  be  In,  our  fuccefTors  will  have  no  jufl 

*  reafon 
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*  reafon  to  accufe  the  prefent  generation,    of  having 

*  made  an  ill  ufc  of  that  great  trufl,  which  is  repo- 
'  fed  in  every  man  who  has  a  voice  in  this  place. 
'  All  changes,  tho'  never  fo  well  intended,  are  ha- 

*  zardous  *,  but  as  the  change  now  propofed  appears 
'  to  me,  I  think  it  would  certainly  have  a  quite  dif- 

*  ferent  effed  from  what  thefe  worthy  gentlemen 

*  expe6i:,  who  are  the  advocates  for  it :  I  am  per- 

*  fuaded,  that  inftead  of  amending  or  improving,  it 

*  would  weaken  the  conftitution  ;  and  therefore,  I 
'  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  my  country,  to  give  my  dif- 
'  fent  to  it,  in  this  public  manner.* 

Lord  Noel  Somerfet,     *  Sir,  Tho'  the  honourable  Lord  No- 

*  gentleman  who  made  this  motion,  and  the  honour-  ^^f^^^'*- 

*  able  gentleman  who  fcconded  it,  have  fupported  {beech. 

*  it  in  fo  (Irong  and  handfome  a  manner,  that  an  at- 

*  tempt  to  add  any  thing  to  what  they  have  faid, 

*  efpecially  in  one  fo  young  and  unexperienced  as  I 
'  am,  may  be  looked  on  as  prefumption  ;  yet  I  can- 

*  not  help  declaring  my  approbation  of  the  motion 
'  in  the  bed  and  mofh  public  mannner  I  am  able. 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  who  read  you  a  long 
'  extrad  out  of  m after  Pn;/;/<?,  feemed  rather,  in  my 
'  opinion.  Sir,  to  divert  than  inftrud  the  houfe ;  and 

*  tho*  I  could  not  join  with  gentlemen  in  their  rnirth 

*  upon  fo  ferious  a  debate,  yet  I  muft  own  I  cannot 

*  conceive  to  what  purpofe,  that  long  extrad  was 

*  read  to  us  upon  the  prefent  occafion :  Nor  can  I 

*  fee  what  the  queftion  now  before  us,  has  to  do  with 

*  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  either  as  now  en- 
'  joyed,  or  as  claimed  in  any  time  paft,     Becaufe 

*  gentlemen  have  mentioned  our  old  conftitution,  and 

*  have  taken  notice  of  a  particular  regulation,  with 

*  refpedl  to  the  holding  of  Parliaments,  which  was 

*  then  in  force,  and  which  they  defire  to  be  re-efta- 

*  bliflied  •,  is  it  from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  they 

*  defire  to  reftore,  in  all  parts  our  ancient  conftitu- 

*  tion,  as  it  ftood  at  any  period  of  time  ?  No,  Sir, 

G  2  '  when 
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*  when  we  talk  of  our  old  conftirution,  with  regard 

*  to  any  amendment  or  alteration  now  propofed,  we 
'  are  to  pick  out  thofe  cuftoms,  which  appear  to 

*  be  good,  and  which  ought  to  be  reftored  y  and  we 

*  are  to  rejedt  thofe  which  appear  to  have  been  bad. 
*  The  queflion  now  before  us,  Sir,  is  not  whether 

*  our  conftitution  be  now  in  the  general  better  regu- 

*  lated  than  it  ever  was  at  any  former  period.     The 

*  queftion  now  before  us  is  particular  •,  it  is,  whether 

*  our  conftitution,  withrefped  to  the  holding  of  Par- 

*  liaments,  was  ever  under  a  better  regulation  than 
'  it  is  at  prefent  ?   And  that  it  was  fo,  feems  to  me 

*  to  be  demonftrable  from  the  very  nature  and  defign 

*  of  Parliaments  *,    for  this  houfe  is   properly  the 

*  grand  inqueil  of  the  nation,  they  are  to  reprefent 

*  the  grievances  of  the  people  to  their  Sovereign  ; 

*  and  the  people  are  always  to  choofe  proper  repre- 

*  fentatives  for  that  purpofe ;  that  choice  ought  there- 

*  fore  to  be  annual,  becaufe  the  perfon  that  may  be 
'  a  proper  reprefentative  one  year,  may  before  the 

*  next,  or  at  leaft  very  foon  after,  be  concerned  in 

*  making  the  people  fuffer  thofe  very  grievances 
'  which  they  want  to  complain  of;  and  furely  fuch 

*  perfon  would  not  then  be  a  proper  reprefentative 

*  of  the  people,  nor  would  they  choofe  him  had 
'  they  it  in  their  power  to  make  a  new  and  a  free 

*  choice. 

*  This,  Sir,  was  our  old  conftitution,  with  refpedl 
'  to  the  holding  of  Parliaments  :  They  were,  or  at 

*  leaft  ought  to  have  been,  not  only  annually  held, 

*  bat  annually  chofen  :  It  is  well  known  that  proro- 

*  gations  are  but  of  a  late  date  •,  they  were  firft  in- 
'  troduced  to  favour  the  arbitrary  views  of  fome  of 

*  our  ambitious  Kings  -,  and  as  they  owed  their  ori- 

*  gin  to  fuch  a  corrupt  fountain,  I  am  perfuaded  we 

*  never  can  from  them  expe(5l  any  good.    Plowever, 
'  Sir,  the  queftion  now  before  us^  does  not  go  fo  far, 

*  nor  are  we  obliged  to  have  recourfe   to  remote 

*  ageS;    for  a  precedent  for  what  is  now  propofed  : 

'  When 
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*  When  we  now  talk  of  our  old  conftitiuion,  we  arc 
'  to  confider  it  as  it  was  fettled  and  reformed  at  the 

*  revolution,  and  at  that  time,  as  has  been  before 
'  obferved,  the  patrons  of  liberty  did  not  think  their 
*•  work  was  complete  without  having  the  point  fully 
'  and  clearly  fettled  ;  and  therefore  they  were  never 

*  at  reil  till  they  had  obtained  that  very  law  which 

*  is  now  defired  to  be  reftored :  For  this  reafon  I 

*  cannot  but  think  that  gentlemen  have  given  them- 

*  felves  a  very  unneceffary  trouble  in  explaining  to 

*  us  fo  particularly  the  hiftory  of  former  reigns,    or 

*  the  complaints  againft  former  Kings  ;  for  the  not 

*  holding  any  Parliament  at  all,  or  the  continuing 

*  the  fame  Parliament  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
^  is  in  effect  the  fame  ;  in  the  la(t  cafe,  as  well  as 

*  the  firft,  the  people  have  no  opportunity  of  having 
^  their  grievances  either  reprefented  or  redrefled,  be- 

*  caufe  after  a  number  of  years  the  members  may 

*  either  become  unacquainted  with,  and  regardlefs  of 
'  the  grievances  of  the  people,  or  they  may  them- 
'  felves  have  fo  great  a  hand  in  thofe  grievances,  that 
^  for  their  own  felfifh  ends  they  will  prevent  their 
'  being  redrelTed. 

*  It  has  been  faid.  Sir,  that  the  reftoring  of  this 
'  law  would  create  great  heats,  and  raife  dangerous 
'  contentions  in  the  nation.  If  it  were  a  new  law, 
^  a  law  which  v/e  never  had  any  experience  of,  this 
'  argument  might  have  fome  weight,  but  the  diredl 
'  contrary  of  this  is  known  to  be  true,  from  the  ex- 
'  perience  we  had  of  it,  while  it  was  allowed  to  con- 
'  tinue  in  force.  Befides,  Sir,  this  is  one  of  thofe 
'  arguments  that  prove  too  much  ;    for  it  is  as  good 

*  an  argument  for  us  to  continue  ourfclves  for  fevea 
'"  years  longer,  or  indeed  for  a  perpetual  Parliament, 
'  as  it  is  for  2l [eptennial :  And  it  is  an  argument  that 
'  has  in  all  countries  been  made  ufe  of,  for  fubvert- 
'  ing  the  liberties  of  the  people.     In  all  free  coun- 

*  tries  there  mufh  now  and  then  happen  fome  little 
'  feuds  and  divifions  among  the  people,  which  am- 

G  3  *  bitious 
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*  bitious  wicked  men  have  ufed  all  their  cunning  and 

*  all  their  eloquence  to  fet  in  the  mod  terrible  light, 
'  and  under  the  pretence  of  preventing  thofe  feuds 

*  and  divifions,  have,  in  moft  countries,  prevailed 

*  upon  the  people  to  give  up,  or  at  lead  to  allow 

*  themfelves  to  be  robbed  of  thofe  privileges  which 

*  were  their  only  defence  againft  tyranny  and  arbi- 

*  trary  power. 

'  Another  objedlion  againfl:  this  motion  is,  that  a 

*  feptennial  Parliament  is  neccffary,  for  eflablifhing 

*  and  confirming  our  credit  abroad.  If  this.  Sir, 
'  be  yet  to  do,  if  our  credit  abroad  remains  yet  to 
'  be  either  eftablilhed  or  confirmed,  I  will  fay  that 

*  we  have  lately  fpent  many  millions,  and  have 
'  made  many  treaties  to  very  little  purpofe.  Is  not 
'  this  likewife  an  argument,  for  fettling  the  duration 

*  of  our  Parliaments  at  a  much  longer  term  ?  For  if 

*  our  credit  abroad  were  any  way  ftrengthened  by  a 

*  Parliament  to  continue  for  feven  years,  would  it 
'  not  be  much  more  fo  by  a  Parliament  to  continue 
'  for  feven  times  feven  ?  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  -,  our 
'  foreign  neighbours  judge  better  of  the  condition 

*  and  circumftances  of  this  nation,  than  fome  of  our 

*  felves  feem  to  do  \  our  credit  among  them  depends 

*  upon  their  believing  that  there  is  an  union  and  mu- 
'  tual  confidence  between  the  King  and  his  people  ; 

*  and  is  there  any  thing  can  tend  more  towards  lef- 

*  fening  their  belief  in  this  refped,  than  their  hear- 

*  ing  that  the  King  does  not  incline  to  trufl  his  peo- 

*  pie  with  a  frequent  choice  of  their  own  reprefen- 

*  catives  ?    Will  not  every  man  from  thence  con- 

*  elude,  that  either  the  people  are  difaffedled,  or 
'  that  the  government  is  purluing  fuch  meafures  as 
^  they  think  may  not  be  agreeable  to  the  generaU- 

*  ty  of  the  people  ?    And  I  believe  it  will  be  al- 

*  lowed,  that  fuch  a  notion  would  not  contribute 

*  much  towards  eftablifhing  or  confirming  our  credit 

*  abroad. 

While 
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*  While  no  meafurcs  are  purfucd,  but  fLich  as  arc 
«  for  the  honour  and  intcrcfl:  of  the  nation,  it  is  cer- 

*  tain  that  a  Parliament,  fcnt  here  by  the  Irce  choice 
«  of  the  people  for  three  years,  or  even  but  tor  one, 
«  would  be  as  ready  to  confirm  thofe  meafurcs  as  a 

*  Parliament  fent  here  for  (even  years.      But  it  ever 

*  it  lliould  hereafter  happen  that  meafures,  even  de- 
'  ftruaive  to  the  nation,  flionld  be  purfued,  only  to 
<-  fave  and  fupport  a  falling  minifter,  or  by  way  of 

*  temporary  expedients  only,  to  put  off  the  evil  day 
'  during  his  time,  he  might  indeed  have  a  better 
'  chance  to  get  fuch  meafures  confirmed  or  approved 

of  by  the  members  of  ^feptenmal  Parliament,^  who 
had  fuch  a  long  term  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  fer- 
vile  compliance,  than  he  could  have  to  get  fuch 
meafures  confirmed  or  approved  o\  by  the  mem- 
'  bers  of  an  annual  or  triemiial  Parliament^    who 
'  muft  foon  return  to  the  people  for  their  approba- 
tion or  difapprobation  of  what  they  had  done : 
And  a  parliamentary  acquittal  would  be  ot  much 
more  confequence  in  the  firil  cafe  than  in  the  Lift  -, 
for  if  an  annual  or  triennial  Parliament  fliould  be 
'  fervile  enough  to  approve  of  meafures  contrary  to 
'  the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation,  the  people  would 
'  foon'^have  an  opportunity  of  doing  themfelves  ju- 
'  ftice  in  a  new  Parliament  •,    but  if  the  people  were 
'  to  have  no  fuch  opportunity  for  icvcn  years,  it  mighc 
'  then  be  out  of  their  power. 

'  It  has  likewife  been  flUd,  that  frequent  new  Par- 

*  liaments  would  produce  frequent  changes  in  our 
'  adminiftration,  fo  that  we  never  could  fteadily 
«  puriiie  any  meafure  foreign  or  domeftic.  As  to 
'  changes.  Sir,  in  our  adminiftration,  lUricnnial  ov 

*  annual  Parliaments  ftiould  produce  triennial  or  an- 
'  nual  minifters,  it  would  give  me  no  great  concern, 
'  and  I  dare  fay,  the  nation,  very  little  uneafineis  ; 
'  but  how  this  fliould  make  us  unfteady  or  unfettjed 

*  in  the  purfuitofour  public  meafures,  either  foreign 

*  or  domeftic,  I  cannot  indeed  conceive  v  tor  if  the 

Q  ^  '  meafures 
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*  meafares  were  apparently  for  the  good  of  the  pub- 
*■  lie,  the  new  miniflers  would  certainly,  for  their 

*  own  fafety  and  honour,  purfue  them  as  fteadily  as 

*  the  old  could  have  done  ;  and  if  the  old  had  en- 
'  tered  upon  any  meafures  inconfiflent  with  the  good 
'  of  the  nation,  1  think  the  change  of  miniflers  would 
'  be  a  lucky  change  for  the  nation,  becaufe  it  would 

*  put  a  flop  to  the  purfuit  of  fuch  meafures.    So  that 

*  if  there  were  nothing  elfe  could  be  laid  in  favour  of 

*  the  motion,  this  very  argument  that  has  been  made 

*  ufe  of  againfl  it,  would  be  fufficient  for  perfuading 

*  me  to  give  my  vote  for  it.* 

Mr.  Corn-  The  honourable  John  Ccn7':mllis,  Efq-,  member 

nval/is\^     for  Eye  in  Suffolk.     '  Sir,  I  have  indeed  heard  fome 

^p^'ccn.      i  mention  made  without  doors,  of  the  propofition 

'  now  under  our  confidcration  -,  but  I  never  expedl- 

*  ed  to  have  heard  it  n':oved  in  this  houfe,  efpeciai- 
^  jy  at  a  tim.e   when  the  circumftances  of  Europe 

*  ought  to  prevent  our  attempting  any  thing  that 

*  may  in  the  lead  tend  towards  weakening  our  con- 

*  Hitiition,  or  unfettling  the  meafures  of  his  Majefty's 

*  governm.ent.  As  for  my  own  part,  Sir,  the  que- 
'  ition  can  no  way  affe^fl  me  :  Let  it  be  agreed  to, 
'  or  let  it  be  rcjeded,  as  to  my  particular  circum- 

*  fiances  they  will  remain  the  fame  •,  but  as  we  are 

*  not  to  regard  cur  private  or  particular  interefl, 

*  but  that  of  the  whole  community,  in  every  quefli- 

*  on  that  arills  in  this  houfe,  I  therefore  think  I  am 

*  obliged,  not  only  to  give  my  vote  againfl  this  que- 

*  (lion,  but  to  give  my  reafon,  at  leafl  the  principal 

*  reafon,  which  induces  me  to  be  againfl  it :  And  it 

*  is  this,  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  motion  feems  cal- 

*  culated  for  no  other  end,  but  to  continue  that  fer- 

*  ment  and  that  fpirit  of  divifion  and  difaffc6lion, 
^  which  was  fo  artfully  raifed  in  the  nation  upon  a 

*  late  memorable  occafion,  and  which  has  already 
'•  almofl  fubfided,  and  mufl  intirely  fubfide,  as  foon 

*  as  the  people  fliall  have  come  to  their  right  fenfes, 

'  fo 
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*  fo  as  to  be  able  to  jadge  coolly  and  impartially 

*  about  that  afRiir  :  But  this  they  could  never  come 

*  to  do,  if  the  prefent  motion  fhould  fucceed  •,  the 

*  nation  would  be  kept  always  in  a  ferment,  the  di- 
^  vifions  about  one  eledion  would  no  fooner  be  over, 

*  than  thole  about  another  would  begin,  and  the  paf- 

*  fions  of  the  people  would  be  every  year  fcrewed  up 

*  by  fome  new  art,  in  order  to  fupport  or  render 

*  fuccefsful  the  ambitious  views  of  Tome  private  men ; 

*  this  would  of  courfe  very  much  weaken  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  government,  and  diminilh  his  influence  in  all 

*  foreign  negotiations ;  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  mod 

*  heartily  give  my  vote  againft  the  motion  now  made 


to  us.' 


Colonel  Bladen.  *  Sir,  I  cannot  give  my  afTent  Colonel 
to  the  queftion  now  in  your  hand.  The  repeal  o^Sladnrt 
the  feptennial  law  is  a  motion  I  cannot  in  my  con-  *P^^^ 
fcience  agree  to  ;  for  though  one  of  the  motives 
for  enabling  that  lav/,  does  not  at  prefent  exifl  in 
fuch  an  apparent  manner,  as  it  did  at  the  time  it 
was  enaded,  yet  it  cannot  be  faid,  that  even  that 
motive  has  now  intirely  ceafed  ;  I  wifh  with  all 
my  heart  it  could  be  juftly  faid,  that  there  is  not 
now  a  Jacobite  or  difaffe6led  perfon  in  the  nation  ; 
but  I  am  afraid  no  fuch  thing  can  be  juftly  faid 
for  many  years  to  come,  and  therefore  even  that  ' 
motive,  which  the  honourable  gentlemen,  who 
have  fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion, 
have  fiid  to  be  the  only  motive  for  enading  this 
law,  has  not  yet  entirely  ceafed  :  But,  Sir,  this 
was  not  the  fole  and  only  motive  for  enadling 
that  law  ;  if  gentlemen  had  given  attention  to  the 
preamble  of  that  law,  they  would  have  found  ma- 
ny other  reafons  mentioned  for  enacting  it,  which 
are  now  as  ftrong  for  continuing  it  as  they  were 
then  for  enwiding  it. 

'  It  has  been  faid,  Sir,  that  this  law  has  been  at- 
tended with  feveral  inconveniencies,  which  I  cannot 

'  fay 
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*  fay  I  was  ever  fenfible  of;    and  I  think  they  have  ' 

*  not  yet  been  made  fufficiently  appear  by  any  of 
'  the  gentlemen  who  have  fpoke  in  this  debate  ,  but 

*  granting  that  there  were  any  fuch,  is  this  a  time  to 

*  repeal  a  law  which  has  been  produdtive  of  fo  much 

*  good,  and  which  fo  much  llrengthens  his  Majefty's 

*  government,  only  becaufe  it  has  been  found  to  be 

*  attended  with  a  few  trifling  inconveniences  ?  I  can- 

*  not  think  that  the  gentlemen  who  talk  at  this  rate 

*  are  fo  ignorant  of  human  affairs,  as  they  now  pre- 

*  tend  to  be;    they  muft.  certainly  know,  that  all 

*  human  inftitutions  are  attended  with  inconvenien- 

*  ces,  and  all  that  the  wifeft  of  men  can  do,  is  to 

*  chufe  thofe  regulations  which  are  attended  with  the 

*  feweft  and  the  lead  dangerous  inconveniences,  and 
'  which  tend  moft  to   the  fecurity  and  the  happinefs 

*  of  their  native  country :  When  gentlemen  confider 

*  in  this  light  the  feptennial  law  which  now  exifts, 

*  and  the  triennial  law,  which  was  for  good  reafons 

*  repealed,  they  will,  I  believe,  at  all  times,  but 

*  efpecially  at  the  prefent,  give  the  preference  to  the 

*  former. 

'  Let  us.  Sir,  but  confider  the  prefent  fituation 

*  of  the  affairs  of  Europe :  Italy  fwallowed  up  by 
'  France  and  her  allies }  numerous  armies  on  the 

*  Rhine,  threatning  to  penetrate  into  the  very  bow- 
'  els  of  the  empire ;  our  old  allies,  the  Butch,  re- 
'  duced  to  the  low  ebb  of  begging  a  neutrality  from 

*  France,  for  their  barrier  in  Flanders :  In  fuch  a 
'  flate  of  foreign  affairs,  is  it  to  be  imagined,  that 

*  Great  Britain  can  remain  quiet,  or  indulge  herfelf 

*  in  a  flate  of  eafe  and  fecurity !  No  furely,  Sir,  we 
^  muft  concert  proper  meafures  to  prevent  the  ba- 
'  lance  of  power  in  Europe  from  being  quite  over- 

*  turned  :  We  muft  look  in  time  to  the  prefervatioa 
'  of  that  balance,  which  has  already  cofl  this  nation 

*  fo  much  blood  and  treafure  ;    and,  at  fuch  a  con- 

*  junflure,ought  we  to  repeal  that  law  which  ftrength- 
^  ens  his  Mvijefty's  hands,  which  gives  fteadinefs 

'  to 
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*  to  his  councils,  and  adds  weight  to  his  negotiati- 
'  ons  widi  foreign  powers  P  Or  (hall  wc  rubftitute  in 

*  its  place   a  law,  which  would  throw  the  nation, 

*  every   two  or  three  years,   into  fuch  di(lra6lions 
'  and  confufions  as   ele6lions   are  always   attended 

*  with? 

'  Would  not  this.  Sir,  be  giving  the  enemies  of 

*  his  Majefty's  government  at  home,  in  conjundiori 

*  with  his  enemies  abroad,  fo  many  opportunities  of 

*  diftreffnig  his  Majelly's  government,  of  throwing 

*  all  things  into  confufion,  and  perhaps  of  deflroy- 
'  ing  that  eftablifhment,  and  that  family  to  which 

*  we  owe  the  prefer vation  of  all  that  is  dear  to  us  ? 
'  God  forbid.  Sir,  that  this  houfe  fhould  be  fo  much 

*  wanting  in  that  duty  they  owe  to  his  Mujeity,  in 
'  that  duty  they  owe  to  their  country,  as  to  do  any 

*  thing  that  might  tend  to  the  diRreiTing  of  his  go- 
'  vernment,  or  to  the  difturbing  the  peace  and  quiet 

*  of  their  country.     I  hope  the  houfe  will  excufe  me 
'  for  taking  up  fo  much  of  their  time  :  I  could  fay  a 

*  great  deal  more  againft  the  motion  now  before  us, 

*  but  the  fubject  has  been  fo  much  exhaufled,  and 
^  every  argument  in  favour  of  it  fo  fully  anfwered  by 

*  my  worthy  friend  under  the  gallery,  who  fpokc 
'  early  in  this  debate,  that  I  think  I  need  not  now 

*  add  any  thing  farther,  but  fliall  moft  heartily  give 

*  my  vote  againll  it.' 

Watkin  JVilUams  Wynn^  Efq;    *  I  am  furprifed,  Mr.  V'il 
'  Sir,  to  hear  it  infinuated,  by  the  hon.  gentleman  ^^'^/'"  ^ 

*  who  fpoke  laft,  as  if  the  motion  now  before  us  ^'^y^'^'^ 
'  was  made  with  a  view  to  difbrefs  his  Majefty's  go-  "^^^^  ' 
'  vernment,  or  to  difturb  the  peace  of  the  nadon. 

'  Such  an  infinuation  is  really  not  treating  the  gen- 
'  tlemen,  who  have  fpoke  in  favour  of  this  motion, 

*  with  that  candour  which  one  gentleman  has  reafon 

*  to  exped:  from  another  in  this  houfe  ;  nor  indeed 

*  can  I  look  upon  it  as  any  compliment  made  to  his 

*  Majefty,  or  his  government:  It  is  not  to  be  doubc- 

'  ed 
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^  ed  but  that  his  Majefty,  in  all  the  meafureshe  pur- 

*  fues,   looks  a  little  farther  than  this  houfc  ;  it  is  not 

*  to  be  queftioned  but  that  his  Majefty  looks  for  the 

*  approbation  of  the  generality  of  his  people,  as  well 

*  as  the  majority  of  his  Parliament ;  and  while  his 

*  meafures  are  approved  of  by  the  generality  of  his 

*  people,   frequent  eledlions  cannot  furely  bring  any 

*  diftrefs  upon  his  government,  but  will  greatly 
^  ftrengthen  it,  by  fhewing  frequendy  to  his  Majefty, 

*  and  to  the  whole  world,  the  true  fenfe  of  the  gene- 

*  rality  of  the  people.     As  to  the  peace  of  the  na- 

*  tion,  we  know,  by  experience,  that  it  was  as  well 

*  preferved   by  triennial  Parliainents^   as  ever  it  was 

*  by  feptennial^  fo  that  the  agreeing  to  this  motion 

*  cannot  difturb  the  peace,   but  the  rejeding  it  may 

*  very  probably  have  fuch  an  efFed  -,  for  the  gene- 
'  rality  of  the  people  fo  earneftly  defire  to  have  tri" 
'  ennial  Parliaments  reftored  to  them,  that  the  refuf- 

*  ing  to  comply  with  their  defire  cannot  butincreafe 

*  the  number  of  the  difaffe61:ed,  which  may,  at  laft, 
^  throw  all  things  into  confufion,  and  may  perhaps 

*  deftroy  that  eltabliiliment,  to  which  we  owe  every 
'  thing  that  is  dear  to  us. 

'  I  fliall  readily  grant.  Sir,  that  ever  fmce  we  have 
^  had  feptennial  Parliaments^   our  elections  have  been 

*  generally  attended  with  diftratflions  and  confufions  -, 

*  but  I  cannot  allow  that  this  would  be  the  cafe,  if 
^  our  elections  were  annualy  or  even  triennial :  They 
^  would  then  be  carried  on  with  much  lefs  heat  and 

*  animofity  ;  for  every  man  knows,  that  the  diftur- 
""■  bances  about  elections  have  been  much  greater, 
"  fince  th^  feptennial  bill  took  place^  than  ever  they 
'■  were  before  ;  and  I  would  gladly  ask  gentlemen,  if 

*  before  that  time  it  was  ever  known,  that  the  ibli- 
^  citations  and  contentions  about  elections  began  two 

*  years  beforethechufingof  a  new  Parliament,  which 

*  is  known  to  be  the  cafe  at  prefent  over  the  whole 
^  kingdom,  and  which  always  mull  neceflarily  be 
^  the  t:afe,  it  being  natural  for  men  to  contend  with 

*  more 
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*  more  vigour  and  with  more  heat,  for  a  pofl  either 
'  of  honour  or  profit,  that  is  to  be  enjoyed  for  feven 
'  years,  than  for  one  that  is  to  be  enjoyed  but  for 

*  one,  or  for  three. 

'  Then,  Sir,   as    to  bribery   and  corruption   at 

*  eledions,  I  am  fure  it  has  very  much  incrcafed  fince 

*  the  feptennial  law  took  place.  It  is  a  natural  con- 
'  fequence  of  lengthening  the  time  of  a  Parliament's 

*  continuance  ;  a  confequence  fo  natural,  that  I  am 

*  furprifed  to  find  it  fo  much  miftaken  as  it  feems  to 

*  be,  by  fome  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken  upon  the 

*  other  fide  of  the  queflion.  It  is  certain.  Sir,  that 
'  bribery  will  never  be  made  ufe  of  at  any  eleclion, 

*  but  by  a  man  who  has  not  a  fufficient  natural  inte- 

*  reft  in  the  place  where  he  declares  himfelf  a  can- 

*  didate ;  and  by  fuch  we  may  expe(5l  it  will  always 

*  be  made  ufe  of,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  with  fafety, 
'  if  the  candidate  has  but  the  Jeaft  hopes  of  fucceed- 

*  ing  by  fuch  difhonourable    means ;   where  there 

*  happens  a  competition,  every  eledlor  has  a  natural 

*  bias  to  vote  for  one  man  rather  than  another,  and 
'  every   ele6lor  will  vote  according  to  his  natural 

*  bias,  if  he  is  not  bought  off:    Wlioever  endea* 

*  vours  to  buy  him  off,  muft  certainly  come  up  to  his 
'  price,   and  this  price  will  be  higher  or  lower,  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  ekdlor's  honour  and  circumftances, 
'  and  the  natural  bias  he  has  for  the  other  candi* 

*  date  :  A  great  many  men  may  be  perhaps  bought 
'  off  with  100  or  1000  guineas,  who,  if  half  that 

*  fum  were   offered,    would  fpurn  it  away  with  an 

*  honeft  difdain.     1   hope.  Sir,    there  are  a  great 

*  many  electors   in   this  kingdom,  whofe  honour, 

*  upon   fuch  occafions,   is  above  the  power  of  any 

*  fuch  corrupt  temptations,  but  that  there  are  like- 
'  wife  a  great  many  who  may  be  bought,  is  a  fadl, 

*  which,   I  believe,  no  gentleman  in  this  houfe  will 

*  difpute  \   and  in  this  view  let  us  examine  the  diffe- 

*  rence  between  triennial  md /epennial  Parlia7nents, 

"■  Give 
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*  Give  me  leave  then  to  fuppofe  two  gentlemen 

*  let  up  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  for  reprefenting 
•■  one  of  our  little  boroughs  in  Parliament  -,  one  of 

*  them  a  country  gentleman,  of  a  great  natural  in- 

*  tereft  in  the  place,  the  other  a  citizen  of  London^ 

*  or  a  place- man,  not  near  equal  to  him  in  intereft, 

*  but  depending  intirely  upon  the  money  he  is  able 

*  to  lay  out :  Suppofe  the  citizen,  or  place- man, 
'  com.es  to  a  calculation,  and  finds  that  it  will  cod 
'  him  at  lead  3000/.  to  buy  the  country  gentleman 

*  out  of  his  intereft  in  that  borough  ;  if  the  Parlia- 

*  ment  were   to  continue  but  for  three  years,    he 

*  would,  very  probably,  refolve  not  to  be  at  fuch 

*  an  expence,  and  fo  would  refrain  from  being  guil- 

*  ty  of  the  crime  of  corrupting  his  countrymen;  but 

*  when  the  Parliament  is  to  continue  for  feven  years, 

*  he  may  as  probably  refolve  to  be  at  that  charge  : 

*  Thus   by  corruption  he  may  get  a  feat  in  this 

*  houfe,  and  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  he  who  comes 

*  in  here  by  corruption,  will  not  walk  out  with  clean 

*  hands. 

*  Gentlemen  are  very  much  miftaken  if  they  ima* 

*  gine,  that  the  price  of  an  eledor  depends  upon 
'  the  duration  of  a  Parliament,  or  that  a  man  who 

*  fells  his  vote  for  100  guineas  at  an  election  of  a 

*  leptennial  Parliament,  would  fell  his  vote  for  the 

*  half  of  that  fum,  if  the  Parliament  to  be  chofen 

*  were  to  continue  only  for  three  years.     No,  Sir, 

*  there  are  very  few  of  this  fort  of  ele6tors,  who  think 

*  of  futurity  ;  the  prefent   offer  is  the  temptation, 

*  and    the  only  temptation   which   can   be  of  any 

*  weight  with  them  :    Befides,  they  cannot  depend 

*  upon  having  the  like  offer  made  them  at  the  next 
*■  eledlion  -,  and  50  guineas  ready  money,  with  an 
'  uncertain  hope  of  having  50  more  three  years 
'  hence,  is  not  furely  fo  great  a  price  as  100  guineas 

*  ready  down  :  The  natural  intereft  of  the  country 

*  gentlemen,    and  the  honour  of  the  eledlors,    are 

*  what  the  dealers  in  corruption  have  to  contend 

'  with. 
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with  and  againft  thefe  a  fmall  price  cannot  be  fo 
prevalent  as  one  a  little  higher  •,  fome  may,  per- 
haps, be  corrupted  by  a  fmall  price,  but  certainly 
the  higher  it  is  the  greater  will  the  numbers  be  that 
are  tempted  to  yield  to  it ;  and  as  a  man  may 
give  a  higher  price  at  the  eledion  for  a  feptenial 
Parliament,  than  he  can  do  at  one  for  an  annual  or 
triennial,  therefore  the  greater  the  numbers  will  be 
of  thofe  who  yield  to  his  temptation,  the  more  he 
may  depend  upon  corruption  -,  and  the  more  it  is 
to  be  depended  on,  the  more  general  and  the  more 
frequent  will  it  certainly  be.  From  hence  it  ap- 
pears evident,  that  the  increafe  of  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption is  as  natural  a  confequence  of  feptennial 
Parliaments,  as  any  one  thing  can  be  conceived  to 
bs  the  confequence  of  another. 
*  There  is  no  way,  Sir,  of  efFeflually  preventing 
of  corruption,  but  by  putting  it  out  of  the  power 
of  any  man  to  corrupt :  There  is  no  corrupting  any 
man  but  by  coming  up  to  his  price  ;  therefore 
the  only  way  of  pntting  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
man  to  corrupt,  is  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
any  man  to  come  up  to  the  price  of  any  number 
of  electors  •,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  making 
our  eledlions  frequent :  The  more  frequent  the  bet- 
ter. It  is  certain,  a  gentleman  who  enjoys  a  good 
penfion  for  feven  years,  is  more  able  to  give  a 
high  price  than  if  he  had  enjoyed  that  penfion  but 
for  one  year,  or  even  for  three  ;  and  he  will  more 
willingly  give  a  high  price,  when  he  is  thereby  to 
purchafe  the  continuance  of  that  penfion  for  {even 
years,  than  when  he  is  to  purchafe  it  only  for  one 
or  for  three  years.  This,  Sir,  is  fo  evident,  that 
I  am  aftonifhed  to  hear  it  controverted  within  thefe 
walls. 

'  If  our  Parliaments  were  annual,  it  would  be  im- 
poflible  for  place-men  or  penfioners  to  fave  as  much 
yearly  as  would  be  fufficient  to  bribe  country  gen- 
tlemen out  of  their  iniereft,  and  the  elc^ors  out  of 

^  their 
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*  their  hdnefty  ;  which  1  am  afraid  iS  a  praflice  now 

*  too  frequent  in  many  parts  of  this  kingdom  :  How 

*  can  it  otherwife  be  imagined  that  the  people  would 

*  choofe  perfons  they  never  faw,  perfons  they  per- 

*  haps  never  heard  of,  in  oppofition  to  gentlemen 

*  who  live   in  the  neighbout-hood,  gentlerhen  who 

*  give  them  daily  employment,  by  buying  in  their 

*  their  (hops  and  markets  all  the  manufadures  and 

*  provifions  they  have  ufe  for  in  their  families,  and 

*  gentlemen  whofe  anceftors  have,  perhaps,  often 
'  reprefented  that  very  place  in  Parliament,  with 

*  great  honour  and  univerfal  approbation  ?  I  remem  • 

*  ber.  Sir,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman  who  is  now 
'  dead,  and  therefore   I   may  name  him,    I  mean 

*  Mr.  Spencer  Cooper,  afterwards  one  of  the  judges  of 
'  the  Common  Pleas,  he  told  me  himfelf  that   he 

*  had  never  been  in  the  borough  he  reprefented  in 

*  Parliament,  nor  had  ever  feen  or  fpoke  with  any 

*  of  his  elc6J;ors  -,  and  I  believe  I  could,  without  much 

*  difficuki^,   name  fome  who  are  now  in  the  fame 

*  fituktion.     Can  fuch,    Sir,  be  called  the  reprefen- 

*  tatives  of  the  people,  or  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  they 

*  are  chofen  by  means  of  that  natural  intereft  by 

*  whichevery  man  ought  to  hold  his  feat  in  this  houfe? 
*  The  Parliament,  Sir,  is  the  great  council  of  the 

*  nation,  and  the  bufinefs  of  this  houfe  in  particular 

*  is,  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  the  grievances  of  the 

*  people,  to  inform  his  Majefty  if  any  of  his  mini- 

*  flers  or  officers  makes  an  ill  ufe  of  the  power  he 

*  delegates  to  them,  and  to  impeach  and  profecute 

*  fuch  evil   minifters.     Now    I   would  be  glad  to 

*  know  who  are  the  moil:  proper  reprefeniatives  for 

*  thefe  purpofes,  gentlemen  who  have  large  proper- 

*  tics  in  the  country,    who  are  independent  of  the 

*  minifters  and  officers  of  the  crown,  and  v/ho  by 

*  living  in  the  country  are  perfectly  acquainted  with 

*  the  circumflances  of, the  people;   or  gentlemen 

*  who  for  their  chief  fupport  depend  upon  the  mini- 

*  Hers  and  officers  of  the  crown,  who  know  nothing 

I  *  of 
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of  thofe  they  rcprefent,  and  are  not  only  ignorant 
of  their  true  interefts,  but  are  really  indifferent 
about  their  welfare.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  con- 
troverted, but  that  the  fir  ft  fort  of  gentlemen  are 
the  moft  proper  reprefentatives  of  the  people  ; 
and  if  fo,  annual  or  triennial  Parliaments  are  better 
than  feptennial,  becaufe  thece  is  a  greater  proba- 
bility of  their  being  chiefly  compofed  of  fuch  gen- ' 
tlemen. 

As  bribery  and  corruption,  therefore,  is  a  natu- 
ral confequence  of  long  Parliaments,  as  it  muft 
always  increafe  in  proportion  as  the  term  for  the 
Parliament's  continuance  is  prolonged,  I  am  per- 
fuaded  that  all  thofe  who  are  againft  bribery  and 
corruption  will  join  with  me  in  voting  for  the  re- 
ftitution  of  triennial  Parliaments.  It  is  not  the  ex 
pence  of  an  eledion  that  country  gentlemen  are  to 
be  afraid  of ;  the  moft  extravagcyit  entertainments 
that  a  ft  ranger  in  the  country  could  give,  would 
have  but  little  weight,  if  to  thefe  he  did  not  add 
downright  bribery  •,  and  even  thofe  bribes  muil: 
be  fo  high  as  to  over-balance  the  natural  intereft  of 
the  country  gentlemen,  as  well  as  the  honefty  of 
the  greateft  part  of  the  eledlors :  As  thefe  bribes 
cannot  be  made  fohigh  for  a  triennial  Parliament,  as 
they  may  be  for  a  feptennial,  they  cannot  be  fo  pre- 
valent among  the  electors  ;  and  therefore  a  gentle- 
man, who  depends  upon  nothing  but  his  natural 
intereft,  will  always  have  a  better  lay  for  reprc- 
fenting  his  country  in  a  triennial  Parliament,  than 
he  can  have  for  reprefenting  it  in  one  which  is  to 
continue  for  feven  years  j  for  which  reafon  I  can- 
not but  think,  that  for  every  gentleman  who  has  a 
mind  that  his  pofterity  fhall  depend  for  their  feats 
in  Parliament,  upon  the  natural  intereft  they  may 
have  in  dieir  refpedlive  countries,  and  not  upon 
the  frowns  or  the  favours  of  the  minifter  for  the 
time  being,  muft  neceflfarily  be  for  our  returning 
Vol,  XII,  H  !  w 


^S  Parliamentary       A.  i/^^." 

*  to  our  former  conftitution  In  this  refpedl.     This, 

*  Sir,  is,  in  my  opinion,  abfolutely  neceflary,   and 
'  it  muft  be  foon  done,  othervvife   country  gentle- 

*  men,  tired  out  with  contending  againft  thofc  who 

*  purchafe  their  eledlions,    perhaps  with  the  very 
'  money  which  the  country  gentlemen  are  obliged 

*  to  pay  out  of  their  eftates  in  public  duties  and  taxes, 
'  will  at  lad  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  fit  down  and 

*  bemoan  the  fate  of  their  country  j  but  their  com- 
*^  plaints  will  then  be  to  very  little  purpofe,  for  the 

*  doors  of  that  place,   where  the  groans  of  the  people 
^  ought  to  be  heard,  will  then  be  fhut  againft  them  ; 

*  we   may  depend  on  it   that  thofe,    who  obtain 

*  their  feats   in  this  houfe  by  minifterial  influence, 

*  will,  while  here,    be  direded  in  all  their  pro- 

*  ceedings  by  the  fame  fort  of  influence,  and  by  none 
^  other. 

'  To  conclude  ;  Sir,  I  am  very  certain  that  there 

*  is  nothing  would  be  more  agreeable   to  the  peo- 

*  pie   in  general  than  the   repeal    of    the   fepten- 

*  nian  law,  and   therefore   I,  as  one  of  the  repre- 

*  fentatives  of  the  people  chofen  without  bribery 

*  or  corruption,    and  as  one  who   has  nothing  to 

*  confider   but  the  intered   of   thofe  I    reprefent, 

*  fliall  moft  readily  give  my  vote  in  favour  of  the 

*  motion/ 

Mr.  At-  John  Willes^  Efq;     *  I  have  given  all  pofTible 

torney       c  attention  to  what  has  been  faid  by  gentlemen  on 

fpeeciV      *  ^^^^"^  ^^^^'^^  ^^  ^^^^^  queflion  ;  and    I    muft  confefs, 

*  Sir,    I  cannot  yet  fee  any  manner  of  reafon  for  a- 

*  greeing  to   the   motion.     Gentlemen    have  been 

*  pleafed  to  put  us  in  mind  of  our  ancient  conftitu- 

*  tion  •,  but  it  has  been  fo  often  varied  and  altered, 

*  that  it  will  be  found  very  difficult  to  fix  upon  a 

*  time  when  it  was  fuch  as  we  ou2:ht  or  would  de- 

*  fire  to  return  to  :  And  if  any  time  is  to  be  fixed 

*  on,  we  are  not   fui-cJy  to   take  the   time  when 

*  our 
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our  conftitiition  was  weak  and  in  its  infancy,  we 
are  certainly  to  choofe  that  time,  wlien  it  was  conie 
to  its  full  (Irength  and  vigour,  which,  in  my  opi. 
nion,  is  the  prefent  •,  but  as  gentlemen  have  men- 
tioned the  claim  of  rights,  let  us  examine  how  it 
flood  at  that  time  -,  for  I  am  perfuaded,  it  will  be 
agreed  to  by  every  gentleman  in  this  honfe,  that  af> 
ter  that  claim  was  fettled  and  confirmed,  our  con- 
(litutlon  was  more  vigorous  than  it  eVer  was  before 
that  time  •,  and  yet  even  in  our  claim  of  rights, 
there  is  no  mention  made  of  frequent  new  Parlia- 
ments :  It  is  indeed  faid,  that  for  redrefs  of  grie- 
vances, and  for  amending,  (Irengthening  and  prc- 
ferving  the  laws.  Parliaments  ought  to  be  held  fre- 
quently ;  but  it  is  not  fo  much  as  infinuated,  that 
every  one  of  thefe  Parliaments  ought  to  be  a  new 
Parliament  •,  and  as  to  the  frequency  of  Parliaments, 
I  am  fure  there  never  was  lets  reafon  for  complaint, 
than  fince  the  feptennial  bill  pafTed  -,  for  ever  fince 
that  time,  the  fefTions  have  been  regularly  held,  and 
all  of  them  have  been  allowed  to  fit  as  long  as  ic 
was  neceffary  or  proper  they  fhould. 
'  But,  Sir,  even  by  the  claim  of  rights,  our  con- 
(litutlon  was  not  fo  well  regulated  or  cftablillied  as 
it  is  at  prefent  :  It  was  ftill  left  in  the  power  of 
the  King  to  continue  a  Parliament  as  long  as  he 
pleafed,  and  this  certainly  might  have  become  a 
grievance  upon  the  people.  This  overfight  the 
whole  nation  v/cre  fenfible  of,  and  this  they  were 
willing  to  obviate  ;  but  in  all  fuch  cafes,  people 
generally  run  from  one  extreme  to  another :  the 
paffions  of  men  are  fomething  like  a  pendulum, 
if  they  are  raifed  too  high  on  one  fide,  they  always 
rife  too  high  on  the  other  •,  it  requires  time  before 
they  come  to  fettle  in  the  equilibrium  of  realon. 
This  was  the  very  cafe  with  refpcdl  to  the  triennial 
bill,  which  was  pafTed  in  the  reign  of  King  Jr"d- 
Ham  :  The  palTions  of  the  people  v/.j-re  railed  high 
againft  the  unlimited  prerogative  of  the  crown,  in 
Pi   2  '  conti' 
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continuing  a  Parliament  as  long  as  the  King  had 
a  mind  ;  this  the  enemies  of  the  government  took 
hold  of,  in  order  to  introduce  a  law,  by  which  the 
prerogative  was  in  this  refpecl  limited  too  much  •, 
for  it  is  well  known,  that  the  triennial  ad:  was  nei- 
ther introduced  or  promoted  by  the  patrons  of  li- 
berty, or  the  real  friends  to  that  King's  govern- 
ment; it  was  by  thofe  who  meant  to  diftrefs  the 
meafures  of  that  good  Prince,  to  whom  their  na- 
tive country,  nay  even  they  themfelves,  flood  {o 
much  indebted  :  They  at  laft  prevailed,  they,  got 
that  law  pafled,  which  after  a  long  experience  was 
found  to  be  of  dangerous  confequence  to  the  peace 
of  the  nation,  and  to  the  quiet  of  the  fubjedl ;  and 
therefore  the  feptennial  bill  was  agreed  to,  which 
is  a  mod  reafonable  mean  between  the  one  extreme 
of  leaving  the  prerogative  of  the  crown  in  this  re- 
fped:  unlimited,  and  the  other  extreme  of  limiting 
this  prerogative  too  m.uch,  by  laying  the  crown 
under  a  neceffity  of  calling  a  new  Parliament  once 
in  three  years,  whether  it  be  confident  with  the 
peace  and  fecurity  of  the  nation  or  not :  From 
whence,  Sir,  I  think  I  have  good  reafon  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  our  conftitution  is  now  in  its  utmoft 
perfedion.  I  was  indeed  glad  to  hear  encomiums 
bellowed  by  an  honourable  gentleman,  upon  the 
late  King  fFiliiam^  becaufe  fuch  feldom  come  from 
the  corner  of  the  houfe  where  he  fits  •,  but  if  that 
glorious  King  had  been  limited  to  feptennial  Par- 
liaments only,  and  not  to  triennial,  the  future  hap- 
pincfs  of  this  nation  would  have  been  better  fecur- 
ed,  and  more  firmly  ellablifhed  by  him  -,  he  would 
not  have  been  obliged  to  have  put  an  end  to  the 
war  fo  foon  as  he  did,  or  to  have  agreed  to  thofe 
treaties,  which  were  afterwards  fo  loudly  com- 
plained of;  the  continuance  of  the  war  but  for  a 
very  few  years,  might  have  reduced  the  power  of 
France  fo  low,  as  to  have  rendered  them  utterly  un- 
able to  have  made  a  conqucll  of  Si^ai?i:,  and  thereby 

*  the 
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the  heavy  war  which  enfucd,  and  which  cofb  "this 
nation  fo  much  blood  and  trcafiirc,  would  have 
been  effecHiually  prevented. 

*  Gentlemen  have  been  pleafcd,  Sir,  to  mention 
frequently  to  us  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
to  talk  of  its  being  grown  up  to  a  great  heiglit  -, 
but  can  any  gentleman  fay,  that  his  prefent  Ma- 
jirfty,  or  the  late  King  his  father,  ever  made  the 
Icait  attempt  to  the  prejudice  of  the  people's  rights, 
or  ever  endeavoured  to  extend  any  branch  of  the 
prerogative,  beyond  thofe  bounds  which  are  pre- 
fcribed  to  it  by  law ;  and  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
Hiy,  that  the  prerogative,  as  now  limited  and  efta- 
blifhed,  can  be  dangerous  *,  for  while  ourhappycon- 
ftitution  is  preferved,  it  is  certai^n  the  monarchial 
part  of  it  muft  be  endowed  with  fome  powers 
and  prerogatives  •,  it  muft  have  at  lead  thofe, 
which  are  necefHiry  to  fupport  itfelfagainft  faflion, 
and  to  preferve  that  influence,  which  it  ought  by 
law  to  have  in  the  government  of  this  kingdom. 
And  as  for  the  influence  which,  as  has  been  fuppofed^ 
the  crown  may  acquire  over  long  Parliaments,  ic 
has  already  had  a  very  proper  anfwer,  from  both 
the  gendemen  who  fpoke  firfl:  againft  this  motion^ 
for  it  was  very  certain,  that  the  long  Parliam-^nt  in 
King  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  which  has  .been 
called  the  penfionary  Parliament,  became  towards 
the  end,  fo  very  little  fubjed  to  this  influence  of 
the  crown,  that  they  did  all  they  could,  to  fecure 
the  liberties  of  the  people,  againft  the  fchemes 
which  were  then  forming  by  the  court,  and  became 
fo  ftrenuous  in  their  endeavours  this  way,  that  the 
King  was  at  lafl:  obliged  to  diflblve  them  :  This 
fhews,  that  the  length  of  a  Parliament  rather  di- 
miniflies  than  increafes  the  influence  of  the  crown  ; 
and  the  hiltory  of  every  parliament  fince  that  time 
confirms  this  obfervation. 

H  2  MVe 
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*  We  have  been  told,  that  we  always  ought  to 
have  a  dependence  on  thofe  we  reprefent,  and  that 
in  long  Parliaments,  this  dependence  may  probably 
be  thrown  off;  which  could  never  be  the  cafe,  if 
Parliaments  v/ere  annual.  That  we  have  all  a  de- 
pendence upon  the  people  for  ourele6lion,  is  what. 
Sir,  I  fliall  readily  grant  •,  but  after  we  are  chofen, 
and  have  taken  our  feats  in  this  houfe,  we  have  no 
longer  any  dependence  upon  our  eledlors,  at  lead, 
in  fo  far  as  regards  our  behaviour  here  :  Their 
whole  power  is  then  devolved  upon  us,  and  we  are 
in  every  queftion  that  comes  before  this  houfe,  to 
regard  only  the  public  good  in  genera],  and  to  de- 
termine according,  to  our  own  judgments :  If  we 
do  not,  if  we  are  to  depend  upon  our  reprefcnta- 
tives,  and  to  follow  blindly  the  inllruclions  they 
fend  us,  we  cannot  be  Hiid  to  a6l  freely,  nor  c^n 
fuch  Parliaments  be  called  free  Parliaments  :  Such 
a  dependence  would  be  a  mod  dangerous  depen- 
dence :  It  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  dange- 
rous, and  of  worfe  confequence,  than  a  dependence 
upon  the  crown  *,  for  in  a  dependence  on  the  crown, 
1  can  fee  no  danger,  as  long  as  the  inte^efl  of  the 
crown,  is  made  the  fame  with  that  of  the  people^ 
which  every  man  mud  allow  to  be  the  cafe  at  pre- 
fent  j  whereas  the  people  of  any  county,  city,  or 
borough,  are  very  liable  to  be  milled,  and  may 
often  be  induced  to  give  inftrudions  direclly  con- 
trary to  the  intereft  of  their  country. 
'  Bribery-  and  corruption,  Sir,  are  two  hideous 
vvords,  and  are  often  ftt  in  the  moil  terrible  light. 
I  have,  it  is  true,  as  terrible  an  idea  of  fuch  prac- 
tices as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  •,  but  I  cannot 
think  we  are  in  any  prefent  danger  from  fuch  :  Our 
conititution  is  fo  happily  formed,  that  it  is  almoll 
impoffible  to  overthrow  it  by  fuch  practices  •,  for 
before  fuch  a  thing  can  be  done,  the  generality  of 
rhe  people  muft  be  corrupted  ;  nay  they  mull  be 
fo  fur  corrupted,  as  to  be  ready  to  fell  themfelves 

'  for 


A.  1734.        DEBATES. 

*  for  a  Ihiall  price  ;  for  if  they  infirt  upon  a  high 

*  one,  there  cannot  be  a  purchafcr :  This  is  a  cafe, 
'  which  I  hope  never  will  happen,  but  if  ever  it 

*  fhoLild,  I  cannot  fee  how  our  conllitution  couHf'be 

*  more  fafe   with  a  triennial  than  with  a  feptennial 
'  Parliament;  for  I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  a  man  will 

*  fell  his  vote  either  in  Parliament,  or  at  ele6lions, 

*  for  1000  or  100  guineas,  he  will  fell  it  for  half 
'  that  fum,  when  he  finds  he  can  get  no  more: 

*  Whatever  is  once  brought  to  marker,  is  generally 

*  fold  for  the  market  price  ;  and  we  find  that  the 

*  more  frequently  a  thing  is  fold,  the  lower  it  falls  in 

*  its  price,  the  more  contemptible  it  becomes.    Peo- 

*  pie  ufually  fuppofe  that  corruption  is  only  of  one 
'  fort  •,  but  this,  Sir,  is  a  miftake,  it  appears  in  many 

*  fliapes  ;  a  man  may  be  bribed  wifhout  giving  him 

*  money  •,    and  even  members  of  this  houfe  may  be 
'  bribed  without  getting  any  place  or  preferme-nc 

*  from  the  government :  If  any  gentleman,  to  pleafe 

*  his  borough,  and  to  fecure  his  nexteledion,  ftiould 
'  ad:  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  it  is  as  down- 

*  right  bribery,  as  if  he  had  got  a  penfion,  a  place, 

*  or  preferment  from  the  court  ;  and  I  look  upon 

*  this  as  one  of  the  very  word  forts  of  cormption, 

'  Gentlemen  have  told  us,  that  feptennial  Parlia- 

*  ments  are  attended  with  many  inconveniences,  but 

*  they  have  not  been  fo  good,    as  to  fhew  us  any  of 

*  them,  at  lead,  in  fo  far  as  I  have  yet  heard  ;  we 

*  have  had  the  experience  of  fuch  Parliaments  for 

*  above  thefe  eighteen  years,  and  yet  I  do  not  find, 
^  that  they  have  pretended  to  fliew  any  one  incon-' 

*  venience  which  has  arifen  from  them  in  all   that 

*  time  ;  *  om  whence  I  muft  prelume,  that  it  is  not 
'  in  their  power  •,  and  I  believe  it  cannot  be  fliewn, 

*  that  fo  many  good  laws  have  paffed  in  any  fuch 
'  number  of  years,  as  have  been  paifed  fince  fepten- 

*  nial  Parliaments  took  place  :   I  am  fure  it  cannot  be 
'  fliewn,  that  any  one  law  has  been  palled  by  any 

*  ot  our  feptennial  Parliaments,  that  incroached  upon 

H  4  '  the 
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the  rights  of  the  people,  or  that  was  attended  with 
an  inconvenience,  or  was  looked  on  by  the  gene- 
rality of  the  people  as  a  grievance.  If  ever  there 
were  any  fuch,  I  muft  defire  that  the  gentlemen  of 
the  other  fide  of  the  queftion  would  point  them 
out  to  us. 

'  Bur,  Sir,  I  could  fliew  many  Inconveniences  that 
would  certainly  enfue  from  triennial  or  annual  Par- 
liaments :  The  whole  nation  would  be  kept  in  a 
continual  ferment :  The  feuds  and  divifions  which 
by  every  eledion  are  raifed  among  neighbours  in 
the  country,  would  be  continually  kept  up :  The 
country  gentlemen  would  be  intirely  ruined  by  the 
expence  of  frequent  ele6lions,  and  an  annual  at- 
tendunce  upon  this  houfe  with  multitudes  of  v/it- 
neffes,  about  thofe  that  might  be  contefted  ;  and  a 
vaft  encouragement  would  be  given  to  drunkennefs 
and,  id.lenefs  among  all  ranks  of  men  :  We  know, 
when  working  people  Live  been  habituated  but  for 
a  few  days  to  drunkennefs  and  idlenefs,  how  hard 
it  is  to  bring  them  back  to  their  labour  and  induilry ; 
from  whence  we  mull  conclude,  that  fuch  frequent 
eledions  would  be  a  great  prejudice  to  our  hufban- 
dry,  to  our  manufadures,  and  to  all  forts  of  im- 
provements 'y  for  the  drinking  and  feafting  about 
one  eledion,  would  hardly  be  over  when  that  for 
the  next  would  begin  :  All  thefe,  and  many  worfe, 
would  be  the  certain  coniequences  of  triennial  or 
annual  eledions  ;  whereas,  when  elections  return 
but  once  in  feven  years,  the  feuds  and  divifions 
among  neiglibours,  and  the  ferment  the  nation  is 
put  into,  have  time  to  fubfide  •,  the  labouring  peo- 
ple*1:iave  time  to  cool  and  return  to  thci:  labour  ; 
and  the  country  gentlemen  may  eafily  bear  the  ex- 
pence of  eledions,  becaufe  they  have  fix  years  to 
recruit,  and  to  lay  in  a  (lock  for  that  purpofe. 
,'  An  honourable  gentleman  fpoke  of  fcptennlal 
Parliaments  as  neceffary  to  fupport  falling  mini- 
ilers :  How  a  feptennial  can  be  more  proper  for  this 

'  purpofe 
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*■  purpofc  than  a  triennial,  I  cannot  really  coinprc- 

*  hend  •,  but  whatever  may  be  in  this,  I  am  furc  it 
*-  is  not  the  cafe  at  prefent  *,    for  I  have  been  of  hue 

*  in  as  many  counties  and  corporations  as  any  gentle - 

*  man,  1  believe,  in  this  houle  i  and  notwithftanding 

*  all  the  arts  that  have  been  pradifed,  and  all  the 

*  induftry  that  has  been  ufed  to  give  the  people  a 
'  bad  imprefllon  of  the  prefent   adminiflration,  I 

*  found  the  people  in  every  place  I  pafTed  dirough, 
'  generally  well  inclined  towards  it ;  and  the  preienc 

*  Parliament,  tho'  a  feptennial  one,  flands  fo  firmly^ 

*  in  the  efteem  and  afiedions  of  the  people,  that  I 

*  dare  fay,  we  fhall  fee  the  greateft  part  of  the  gen- 

*  tlemen  now  in  this  houfe  re-chofen. 

'  Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  as  no  gentleman  can,  I 

*  think,  fhew  me  any  inconvenience  attending  fep- 

*  tennial  Parliaments,  but  what  is  imaginary,  as  a 

*  great  many  dangerous  inconveniences  always  have 

*  attended,  and  always  muft  attend  triennial  Parlia- 

*  ments ;  and  as  I  am  convinced  that  the  nation  in 
'  general,  is  very  far  from  defiring  a  repeal  of  the 
'  feptennial  law,    I  am  intirely  againft  the  queition. 

'  Walter  Plim?ner^  Efq-,  '  I  own.  Sir,  I  am  not  Mr. /»/«»: 

'  a  little  aftoniflied  at  the  dodtrine  laid  down  by  the  ^''^^'-^ 

*  honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke  lafb :  ^P'^^*-^^^^ 
'  That  after  v/e  are  chofen,  we  are  to  give  no  at- 

'  tention  to  our   conftituents,  that  we    are  then  to 

*  throw  afide  all  dependence  upon  them,  is  a  dodrinc 

*  I  never  before  heard  in  this  houfe  •,    and  I  am  the 

*  more  furprifed  to  hear  it  come  from  that  learned 
*-  gendeman,  becaufe  fomeof  our  principal  law  books 
'  tell  us,  that  in  ancient  times,  this  houfe  has  often 
'  refufed  to  agree  to  propofitions  made  by  the  court, 
^  for  this  reafon  only,  that  they  could  not  agree  to 
'  any  fuch  new  propofition,  till  they  went  home  and 
'  confuked  with  their  conftituents.  For  my  own 
*•  part.  Sir,  I  fhall  always  give  the  greaieft  attention 
'  to  the  fcntiments  of  thofe  I  reprefcnt  j   I  fliall  al- 

*  ways 
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ways  have  a  great  regard  for  their  interefts,  and 
fnall  never  think  there  is  any  danger  in  having  a 
dependence  upon  them. 

*  The  learned  gentleman  afked  us,  if  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown  had  been  extended  beyond  its 
due  bounds  by  his  late  or  his  prefent  Majefty  ?  Sir, 
I  do  not  fay  it  has :  It  is  a  queftion  cannot  proper- 
ly be  anfwered,  nor  have  I  heard  any  fuch  thing 
fo  much  as  infinuated  in  this  debate :  But  I  wifh 
we  would  take  an  example  from  the  crown  in  one 
thing:  Wc  may  obferve  that  the  crown  never 
gives  a  place  or  employment  for  life,  or  for  a  long 
term  of  years,  except  fuch  as  cannot  be  otherwife 
difpofed  of ;  and  the  reafon  is  plain  :  Were  thefe 
places  given  for  life,  the  grantee  would  then  be  out 
of  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  confequently,  would 
not  have  fuch  a  dependence  on  the  crown,  as  thofe 
perfons  muft  have,  who  enjoy  their  places  during 
pleafure  only  :  In  this  the  crown  ads  wifely  ;  and  I 
wifh  we  would  follow  the  example :  When  I  fay  we, 
I  fpeak  of  the  gentlemen  prefent,  not  as  members 
of  this  houfe,  but  as  a  part  of  the  people  of  Great 
Britain:  It  would  certainly  be  the  height  of  wif- 
dom  in  the  people,  to  keep  thofe  they  truft  and 
employ  in  their  fervice,  as  much  in  their  power  as 
poflible  :  If  thofe  the  people  chofe  to  reprefent 
them  in  this  houfe,  where  to  continue  in  that  ftation 
only  during  the  pleafure  of  the  people,  the  repre- 
fentatives  wouki,  I  believe,  have  a  proper  regard 
for  the  interefts  of  the  people,  and  would  never 
think  of  throwing  off  all  dependence  upon  them. 
As  this  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  a  wife  ftep  in 
the  people,  therefore  I  mud  be  for  agreeing  to 
every  tiling  that  may  tend  this  way  •,  for  this  rea- 
fon, I  cannot  but  be  for  the  prefent  motion  •,  nay, 
if  annual  Par  iamenls  had  been  moved  for,  I  Ihould 
h.ivc  been  for  the  queftion. 


Another 


A.  i/H-         DEBATES.  107 

*  Another  gentleman  over  the  way,  mentioned  to 
us  the  prefent  fituation  of  Europe  •,  and  afl<cd  iis,  if 
we  were  to  fit  Hill,  and  take  no  part  ?  This,  Sir, 
is  a  qiiellion  that  might  be  anfwered,  if  they  would 
let  us  into  the  fee  ret  fo  hv^  as  to  know  what  is  the 
prefent  fituation  of  Europe^  with  refpcrCl  to  our- 
felves  -,  but  this  they  do  not  feem  inclined  to  do  : 
However,  without  fuch  an  infight,  I  think  I  may 
fay,  that  we  ought  to  mind  our  own  bufincis,  and 
take  proper  care  of  the  interefts  of  Great-Britain  \ 
but  that  we  are  not  to  enter  headlong  into  every 
German  quarrel  that  happens  beyond  fcas.  This 
may  be  a  very  proper  quellion,  and  probably  will 
come  to  be  a  quedion  in  the  firft  fefTion  of  the 
next  Parliament :  In  which  cafe,  I  hope  thofe  who 
have  it  in  their  power,  will  lay  every  thing  before 
this  houfe,  that  may  be  neceflliry  for  giving  a 
proper  anfwer  to  fuch  an  important  queftion  •,  but 
how  the  members  of  next  Parliament,  by  being 
chofen  for  feven  years,  fliould  have  in  the  very 
firft  fellion,  more  knowledge,  more  wifdom,  or 
more  integrity,  in  the  determining  of  this  queftion, 
than  if  they  had  been  chofen  only  for  three,  is 
what,  I  muft  confefs,  I  cannot  comprehend. 
'  The  learned  gentleman  was  fo  good  as  to  tell  us, 
that  we  had  all,  or  moll:  of  us,  by  our  behaviour 
in  this  Parliament,  eftablillied  our  charaders  fo 
firmly  among  the  people,  that  moft  of  us  will  be 
chofen  again  ;  if  fo,  it  is  to  be  hoped  we  will  be- 
have as  well  in  the  next,  and  then  as  many  of  us 
a^  are  alive,  may  expedl  to  be  chofen  a  third  time  -, 
and  if  we  behave  ill,  I  hope  no  gentleman  will 
fay  \vc  ought  to  continue  even  for  one  year,  much 
lefs  for  feven,  in  the  ftation  we  are  in,  whether  our 
reprefentatives  will  or  no.  .  This*,  Sir,  is  as  proper 
an  anfwer,  as  can  be  miade  to  the  principal  argu- 
ment urged  againft  frequent  elections  •,  which  was, 
that  they  would  diftrefs  his  Majcfty's  government, 
and  render  the  meafarcs  of  his  adminiilration  un- 

'  fteady 
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iteady  •,  for  if  the  fame  members  be  upon  a  new 
eledion  generally  returned,  as  long  as  they  behave 
well,  furely  even  an  annual  election  could  never 
djftrefs  his  Majefly's  government,  nor  render  his 
minifters  unfteady  in  the  meafures  they  purfue,  at 
lead  as  long  as  the  members  behave  well  in  Par- 
liament ;  and  I  hope  no  King  will,  I  am  fure  his 
Majefty  never  will,  and  I  hope  no  minifter  ever 
can  depend  upon  the  ill  behaviour  of  the  members 
of  Parliament,  for  the  fupport  of  his  government, 
or  for  the  fupport  of  the  meafures  he  purfues :  I 
fay,  I  hope  this  cafe  never  will  happen  ',  but  left 
it  fhould,  the  beft  way  to  guard  againft  it,  is,  to 
have  frequent  elections  *,  and  therefore  1  am  for  the 
queftion/ 

Sir  William  Lozvther,  *  There  is  one  reafon.  Sir, 
which  chiefly  prevails  with  me  to  be  againft  your 
queftion  :  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  principal  mo- 
tive for  introducing  feptennial  Parliaments  now  no 
longer  exifts ;  but  this  I  can  by  no  means  agree 
with,  becaufe  I  am  fure  the  number  of  Papifts  has 
greatly  increafed  even  fince  the  feptemtial  law  took 
place  :  And  as  a  true  regard  for  our  own  religion, 
has  in  the  fame  time  very  much  decreafed,  I  am 
afraid  the  Popijh  intereft  will  daily  gain  more  and 
more  upon  us  •,  and  the  tranfition  from  Popery  to 
Jaccbitifm  we  know  to  be  fhort  and  certain. 
'  Befides,  Sir,  there  has  lately  been  publifhed  in 
our  weekly  papers  an  eflliy  upon  parties  *,  who  is 
the  author  of  it  I  do  not  know,  but  I  have  read  ir, 
and  I  think  it  the  moft  jefuitical  performance  I  ever 
faw  :  It  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  wrote  with  no 
■  other  view  but  to  raife  difcontents  and  jealoufies, 
and  to  increafe  the  dififfeclion  to  his  Majefty 's  go- 
vernment ♦,  and  therefore  I  cannot  be  for  repealing 
a  Liw  which  greatly  ftrengthens  that  government 
againft  ail  fuch  attempts/ 

Charles 
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Charles  Chohnondeley^   Efq-,     *  I  do  'not  ftnnd  up,  Mr.  Choi- 

*  Sir,  to  enter  into  your  debate,  but  only  to  take  no-  ^ovdelrfs 

*  tice  of  what  was  laid  by  the  gentleman  who  fpoke  ^P^*^^^: 

*  laft.     I  do  not  know  whether  the  number  of  Fa- 

*  pfts  be  increafed  fincc  the  time  he  mentions,  or 

*  not ;  but  I  \\ould  ghidly  know  from  him,  which 

*  fide  in  the  elections  the  Paptjls  favour  moft  in  that 

*  part  of  the  country  where  he  Hves  ?  For  I  can  af- 
'  firm,  that  in  all  the  parts  of  England  which  I  know, 

*  they  generally  make  ufe  of  all  their  interefl:  in  fa- 
'  vour  of  thofe  candidates  who  are  recommended  by 

*  the  miniflers:  What  may  be  their  reafon  for  fuch 
'  an  odd  fort  of  conduct  I  cannot  pretend  to  deter- 

*  mine  ;  for  furely  they  do  not  imagine  that  theonly 

*  game  they  have  to  play  againft  his  Majefty's  go- 

*  vernment,  is  to  fupport  his  miniftcrs.' 

*  George  Heatbcote,  Elq;     '  I  was  very  much  in-      Mr. 

*  clined.  Sir,  to  give  my  vote  for  the  queftion  when  Hcathcote 

*  it  was  firft  moved  ;  but  I  am  now  more  firmly  of  ^'^  fpeech, 

*  that  opinion,  after  what  T  have  heard  from  the  two 

*  hon.  gentlemen  who  fpoke  laft  ;  for  if  Popery  has 
'  gained  fo  great  ground  in  this  nation,  fince  the  paf- 

*  fmg  of  the  feplemiial  law  -,  and  if  the  Papifts  be  in 

*  general  fuch  friends  to  our  minifters,  1  do  not 
'  know  but  that  in  next  Parliament  many  Papijls 
'  may  have  feats  in  this  houfe  ;  and  as  fome  of  our 

*  minifters  have  been  of  late  very  changeable  in  their 

*  politics,   I  do  not  know  but  they  may  take  it  in 

*  their  heads  to  change  their  religion  too  ;   therefore, 

*  for  fear  of  our  having  a  Popi/Ij  Parliament,  and  fome 
'  Popiflj  minifters,    I  am  for  repealing  the  feptenmal 

*  law,  in  order  to  prevent  their  having  time  to  do  a 
'  great  deal  of  mifchief.* 

Sir  John  Hynde  Cotton.     '  Sir,  as  to  all  the  parts  sir  John 

*  o^  England  I  know,  I  can  affirm  the  truth  of  what  HyndcCot- 
'  my  worthy  friend  by  me  has  faid.     The  Papijls  fo'^^^ 

*  are,   in  general,  making  ufe  of  all  their  intercft  in  ^F^^- 

'  favour 
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favour  of  thofe  candidates  who  arc  recommended 
by  the  miniflers  ;  and  an  hon.  gentleman  on  the 
floor,  who  I  believe  has  no  fmall  fhare  in  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftration,  knows  that  one  of  that  reli- 
gion, who  is  a  gentleman  of  one  of  the  bed  and 
mofb  ancient  families  in  the  county  o[  Norfolk,  and 
a  gentleman  of  one  of  the  belt  eflates  in  it,  is  now 
riding  about  the  country,  foliciting  votes  for  his 
friends  who  are  candidates  for  the  county  •,  or  for 
any  city  or  borough  within  the  county  ;  fo  that  if 
there  has  been  of  late  an  increafe  of  Popery,  it  can- 
not be  faid  that  the  intereft  of  the  minifters  is  there- 
by v/eakened  •,  but  as  to  his  Majefty's  government, 
I  dare  lay  that  it  cannot  be  much  (Irengthened  by 
the  addition  c^  fuch  friends. 
*  An  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  over  the  way, 
was  pleafed  to  afk  us,  Sir,  if  his  late  or  prefent 
Majefty  had  ever  made  any  attempt  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  rights  of  the  peoplCj  or  had  endeavour- 
ed to  extend  any  branch  of  the  prerogative  beyond 
its  legal  bounds  ^  To  this  queftion.  Sir,  I  fhall  not 
anfwer  one  wordj  becaufe  I  know  the  gentleman V 
,  office  ;  but  I  fhall  anfwer  another  queftion  afked 
by  ihe  fame  gentleman :  He  allied  us,  if  I  remem- 
ber right,  whether  any  law  was  ever  pafied  by  a 
feptennial  Parliament,  that  incroached  upon  the  li- 
berties of  the  people,  or  that  was  attended  with  an 
inconvenience,  or  was  looked  on  by  the  generality 
of  the  people  as  a  grievance  .'*  As  to  the  firft  part 
of  this  queftion,  I  muft  really.  Sir,  look  upon  the 
feptennial  law  itfelf,  as  foxne  fort  of  incroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people  -,  and  that  law,  I 
think,  was  pafied  by  a  Parliament  which  made  it- 
id^  feptennial :  But  farther.  Sir,  were  not  the  laws 
of  treafon,  as  to  trials,  altered  by  'X  feptennial  Par- 
liament^ or  at  leaft  one  which  made  itfelf  fo  ?  That 
law  which  had  remained  unaltered  in  all  the  con- 
tefts,  and  the  long  wars  that  happened  between  the 
lioufes  of  Tork  and  Lancafter,  was  altered  upon  a 
I  '  trifling 
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'  trifling  iiifurredion  in  fome  of  the  nortliern  parts 
'  of  this  kingdom  :  Formerly  every  man  was  to  be 
^  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  honed  neighbours,  within 

*  the  county   where  the  crimes  alledged  againft  him 

*  were  faid  to  have  been  committed  •,  but  a  fepten- 

*  nial  Parliament  ordered  him  to  be  carried  away  and 

*  tried  in  any  county  where  the  crown,  or  rather  the 

*  minifter,  could  find  a  jury  proper  for  their  pur- 

*  pofe  *,  and  where  the  prilbner  might  not  perhaps 

*  be  able  to  bring  any  witnefles  in  his  own  juftifica- 

*  tion,  it  might  at  lead  have  been  impofTible  for  him 

*  to  bring  any  without  a  great  expence.     And  yet 

*  farther,  Sir,  was  not  the  riot  ad  pafled  by  a  fep- 

*  tenntal  Parliamejit  •,  and  is  this  no  incroachmenc 

*  upon  the  rights  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  no  grievance, 

*  that  a  little  dirty  juitice  of  the  peace,  the  meanefl 

*  and  vileft  tool  a  minifter  can  make  iife  of,  a  tool 

*  who,  perhaps,  fubfifts  by  his  being  in  the  com- 

*  miiflion,  and  who  may  be  turned  out  of  that  fub- 

*  fiftence  whenever  the  minifter  pleafes  P  Is  this,  I 

*  fay,  no  grievance,  that  fuch  a  tool  ftiould  have  it 

*  in  his  power,  by  reading  a  proclamation,  to  put 

*  perhaps  twenty  or  thirty  of  the  beft  fubjeds  in 
'  England  to  immediate  death,  without  any  trial  or 

*  form  of  law  ?    This  law,  Sir,  and  fcverai  others 
'  I  could  name,  have  been  paffed  by  feptennial  Pwr- 

*  lia?nents ;  to  which,  becaufe  they  ftand  yet  unre- 

*  pealed,  I  fiiall  not  give  the  names  I  think  they 

*  deferve. 

*  But,  Sir,   to  afk  whether  any  laws  have  been 

*  pafled  by  feptennial  Parliaments^  which  have  been 

*  attended  with  inconveniences,  or  have  been  com- 

*  plained  of  as  a  grievance,  is  a  qceftion  I  am  fur- 

*  prifed  to  hear  come  from  a  gentleman  learned  in 

*  the  laws.     Was  not  the  flual  South-Sea  fcheme,  in 

*  the  year  1720,  eftablifhed  by  an  ad  of  :ifeptemiial 

*  Parlia?nent,  and  can   any  man  afk,  whether  that 

*  law  was  attended  with  any  inconvenience  ?  It  was, 

*  Sir,  the  moft  fcandalpus  ad  that  ever  was  pafled 

;  by 
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*  by  any  Parliament ;  if  tnennial  Parliaments  had 

*  then  been  in  being,  I  am  perfaaded  it  would  never 

*  have  pafied,  or  if  it  had,  I  am  very  fure  the  chief 

*  promoters  of  it  would  have  fuffered  a  very  diffe- 

*  rent  fate  from  what  they  did  ;   and  did  not  the 

*  fame  Parliament  pafs  fome  claufes  in  an  ad:  for  hin- 

*  dering  the  fpreading  of  the  plague,  that  were  look- 

*  ed  upon  by  the  generality  of  the  people  as  fo  great  a 

*  grievance,  and  were  fo  loudly  complained  of  by 

*  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  nation,  that  it  was  thought 

*  proper  to  repeal  them  in  the  very  next  feflion  of 

*  Parliament  ? 

*  To  the  glorious  catalogue  I  have  mentioned,  of 

*  laws  palTed  by  feptennial  Parlia?nents,   we  might 
'  have  added  the  late  excife  bill,  if  it  had  pafTed  into 

*  a  law,  but,  thank  God,  the  feptennial  Parliament 

*  was  near  expiring  before  that  famous  bill  was  in- 

*  troduced.    To  this  glorious  catalogue  I  could  add, 

*  Sir,  not  a  few  others ;   but  I  will  flop  here,  till  I 

*  have  heard  the  laws  I  have  mentioned,  juftified  by 
'  thofe  who  feem  to  be  fo  much  in  love  with  fepten- 

*  nial  Parliaments ;    and  if  they  can  juftify  all  that 

*  has  been  done  by  fuch  Parliaments,  I  now  promife 

*  moft  folemnly  to  be  of  their  opinion  ;  but  till  then 

*  I  hope  they  will  excufe  me  in  being  for  the  repeal 

*  of  a  law,  which,  in  my  opinion,  has  never  done 

*  any  good,  w^hich  has  produced  a  great  deal  of 

*  mifchief,  and  which,  I  am  much  afraid,  will  quite 

*  overturn  our  conftitution,  if  it  continues  for  any 
'  time  unrepealed.' 

Sir  John  Sir  John  Barnard.  *  I  am  a  good  deal  furprifed, 
Barnar^si  ^[^^  j-q  {^^d  that  none  of  tliofe  gentlemen,  who 
P<-ec  1.      4  ufually  have  a  great  fliare  in  our  debates,  feem  in- 

*  ciined  to  take  any  fliare  in  this :  1  hope  they  will 

*  allow  it  to  be  a  queftion  of  fome  confequence  to 

*  their  country  ;  and  if  it  fliould  be  carried  in  the 

*  affirmative,  fome  of  them  may  perhaps  find  it  a 

*  queftion  of  fome  confcqueiKC  to  thcmfelvcs.    I  will 

I  ^  venture 
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*  venture  to  fay,  that  I  have  not-heurd  a  queflion  bet- 

*  ter  llipported  on  one  fide,  and  lefs  faid  againd  it 

*  on  the  other,  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  ahead y 

*  fpoken,  fince  I  fat  in  Parliament  ;  and  now  I  ftand 

*  up,  not  that  I  think  any  thing  needful  to  be  ad- 

*  ded  to  what  has  been  faid  in  fupport  of  it,  but  that 
'  I  cannot  think  of  letting  a  quellion  go,  in  tlie  fuc- 
'  cefs  of  which  I  think  the  happinefs  of  my  country 
'  fo  deeply  concerned,  without  my  joining  with 
'  other  gentlemen  in  (liewing  all   the  regard   for  it 

*  that  lies  in  my  pov/cr. 

'  An  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  has  indeed  ad- 

*  vanced  a  do6lrine  which  I  think   altogether  new, 

*  That  we  are  to  have  no  farther  dependence  on  our 
'  eleclors,  after  we  have  taken  our  feats  in  this  houfe  j 
'  nay,  that  a  dependence  upon  them  would  be  m^ore 
'  dangerous  than  a  dependence  on  the  crown  :  This, 
^  Sir,  is  really,  in  my  opinion,  fomething  very  new  ; 
'  though  that  gentleman  may  perhaps  like  the  one 
'  better  than  the  other,  yet  I  Ihall  always  look  upon 
'  a  dependence  on  the  people  of  England^  or  even 
'  upon  thofe  I  reprefent,  to  be  lefs  dangerous  and 
^  more  honourable,  tlian  a  dependence  on  the  crown  ; 
^  and  I  value  myfelf  more  on  the  honour  I  have  had 
'  of  fitting  here  for  two  Parliaments,  as  one  of  the 
'  reprefentatives  of  the  people  of  Ertgland^  and  by 

■  the  free  and  uncorrupted  choice  of  thofe  I   repre- 

■  fent,  than  I  fliould  do  on  the  greatefl  honours  the 
'  crown  can  beftow.  Indeed  if  I  had  obtained  my 
'  feat  here  by  bribery,  or  by  the  illegal  and  corrupt 
'  influence  of  any  great  miniilcr,  I  fhould  look  upon 
'  it  in  a  very  different  light  -,  I  fhould  look  upon  it 

■  as  one  of  the  mofi  difgraceful  Nations  I  could  be 
in. 

'  It  has  been  afBrmed  by  fcvcral  gentlemen,  who 
'  have  fpoken  on  the  other  fide  of  tiie  queftion,  that 
'  the  longer  Parliaments  continued,  the  lefs  influence 

the  crown  had  upon  them  •,  and  for  a  proof  of  this 
'  they  have  inftanctd  the  long  Parliament  in  King 
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Charles  the  fecond's  reign.     The  fame  gentlemen 
have  likewife  aflerted,   that  triennial  Parliaments 
would  diftrefs  his  Majefty's  government:    How 
thefe  two  affertions  are  compatible,  I  leave  to  the 
gentlemen  themfelves  to  explain  *,  for  to  me  it  ap- 
pears impoflible  that  both  can  be  true  ;  becaufe  if 
the  crown  has  always  the  lefs  influence  in  a  Parlia- 
ment the  longer  it  continues,  furely  the  fhortening 
the  time  of  its  duration  cannot  diftrefs  any  King's 
government.     But  as  to  the  long  Parliament  in 
King  Charles's  time,  though  they  did  not  towards 
the  end  fhew  the  fame  fervile  compliance  that  they 
had  done  for  many  years  before,  yet  it  is  plain, 
that  the  crown  thought  that  Parliament  litter  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  court  at  that  time,  than  they 
■  could  exped  any  new  Parliament  chofen  by  the 
'  people  to  be  ;  otherwife,  as  the  King  had  it  in  his 

*  power,  he  would  certainly  have  difTolved  them 
'  much  fooner  :  And  if  that  long  Parliament  really 
'  deferved  the  name  ufually  given  to  it,  we  muil 
'  conclude,  that  their  non-compliance  at  lail  was  not 
'  owing  to  their  virtue,  or  a  want  of  inclination  to 
'  receive,  but  to  a  want  of  power  in  the  crown  to 

*  give.     The  people  were  not  then  accuftomed  to 

*  bear  fuch  heavy  burdens  as  they  do  at  prefent  *,  the 
'  revenues  of  the  crown  were  not  fo  large,  nor  the 

*  pofts  and  places  at  the  difpofiil  of  the  crown  fo  nu- 

*  merous  ^  there  was  not  fuch  a  numerous  ftanding 

*  arm.y  to  fupport  the  Parliament,  in  cafe  they  had 
'  gone  on  in  the  fame  fervile  method  :  And  as  the 

*  complaints  of  the  people  grew  loud  and  clamor- 
'  ous  ;  as  diere  was  little  to  be  got,  and  a  great  deal 
'  to  be  apprehended,  by  the  continuance  of  a  fervile 

*  compliance,  it  is  very  probable  that  thefe  were  the 

*  true  reafons  of  the  Parliament's  becoming  at  laft  fo 

*  reftive :  And  if  the  nation  was  now  in  the  fame 
'  itate  it  was  at  that  time,  1  fliould  not  be  half  ^o 

much  afraid  of  fei<tenmal  Parliaments  as  I  think  I 
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'  The  animofitlcs,  difputcs,   and  divifions  nboiit 

*  elcdions,  have  bc-cn  fee  in  the  moil  dreadful  light, 

*  and  have  been  reprefented  as  io  great  an  inconve- 
'  nience,  that  we  ought  to  run  the  rifque  of  having 
'  our  conftitution  overturned,  rather  than  fubmit  to 
'  it.     But,  Sir,  can  it  be  imagined  that  there  would 

*  be  the  lame  contention  for  a  feat  in  Parliament 
which  was  to  continue  but  for  one  year,  or  even 

*  for  three,  that  there  is  for  one  which  is  to  continue 
for  feven  :  The  example  of  the  city  of  London  plain- 
ly fhews  us  the  contrary  :  As  the  common  coun* 
cil  men,  and  a  great  many  other  officers  in  the  ci- 
ty are  cholen  annually,  I  have  had  occafion  to  b^ 
often  prefcnt  at  thefe  annual  elections,  and  never 
could  find  that  they  were  attended  with  any  great 
heats  and  animofuies,  or  v;ith  any  inconvenience  i 
for  after  the  eledion  is  over,  the  contending  par- 
ties go  home,  and  live  in  the  fame  friendlliip  they 
did  before  \  and  I  am  convinced  the  cafe  would  b;: 
the  very  llime  if  annual  eleclions  for  members  of 
this  houfe  were  rcftored  :  The  fame  man  might 
perhaps  be  connnued  and  re-chofen  every  year 
for  many  years  together,  probably  without  any 
difpute  or  oppofition,  but  his  being  liable  eve- 
ry year  to  be  turned  out,  would  be  a  conti- 
nual check  upon  his  behaviour,  and  v/ould  make 
him  ftudy  the  interelts  of  the  people,  inilead  of 
purfuing  only  fome  private  and  felfifh  views  of  his 
own. 

*  Even  as  eledtions  (land  at  prefent,  there  v/oliI  J  be 
no  fuch  contentions,  nor  any  fuch  heats  and  animc- 
fities  as  v/e  hear  of,  if  they  v/ere  intirely  left  to 

*  gentlemen  who  have  a  natural  interefl  in  the  place  : 

*  In  fuch  cafe,  if  a  carididatc  found  hi mfelf  defeated 

*  by  fair  means  only,  and  merely  by  the  f.iperior 
'  intereft  of  his  antagoniii,  it  would  not  raife  his  in- 
'  dignation,  it  wojid  Ovxafion  no  heats  or  animofi- 
'  ties,  he  would  wait  with  patience  for  a  new  opportu- 

1  a  *'njt/t 


Parliamentary  A.  1754. 
nity^  and  in  the  mean  time  would  endeavour  to 
recommend  himfelf  to  his  country  by  ads  of  hof- 
pitality  and  benevolence.  It  is  minifters  of  Hate 
intermeddling  in  eledions,  it  is  eleclion-brokers, 
and  fuch  dealers  in  corruption,  that  occafion  all 
the  heats  and  animofities  we  have ;  for  when  a 
gentleman  of  a  great  natural  interefl  fees  his  elec- 
tors obliged  by  power,  or  bribed  by  money,  to 
vote  againfl:  him,  perhaps  in  flivour  of  an  utter 
ftranger,  it  cannot  but  raife  his  indignation  •,  it 
may  indeed  juftly  raife  his  utmoll  fury  and  re- 
ven^e. 

^  It  is  certain.  Sir,  that  if  the  people  were  inti re- 
ly left  to  themfelves,  they  would,  without  much 
contention,  always  chufe  the  gentlemen  who,  by 
having  large  properties  of  their  own,  might  be 
reafonably  fuppofed  to  be  fuch  as  would  take  tlic 
beit  care  of  the  properties  of  their  fellow- fubjecls : 
But  if  the  people  fhould  ever  begin  to  fee  their  re- 
prefentatives  making  their  feats  in  Parliament  places 
of  profit,  and  bartering  their  votes  and  their  be- 
haviour in  Parliament  for  polls,  places  and  pen- 
fions,  the  people  will  foon  follow  the  example  of 
th.::ir  reprefentatives,  and  will  infift  upon  fliaring 
with  them  in  the  profits.  Thus,  by  degrees,  the 
minds  of  the  people  will  be  debauched,  they  will  be 
brought  to  think  that  the  felling  their  votes  ac 
eledions  is  no  crime  -,  the  reprefentatives  who  buy 
their  fears  mud  fell  their  votes,  and  at  laft  all  re- 
gard for  the  public  good  will  be  generally  laid 
afide  by  all  furcs  of  men.  The  only  effectual  me- 
tliod.  Sir,  of  preventing  this  fatal  eflcd,  is  to  re- 
ftore  annual  eledions  ;  for  then  it  would  be  im- 
polTible  even  for  the  treafury  itfelf  (if  ever  the  pub- 
lic money  fliould  come  to  be  fo  mifapplied)  to  if- 
fue  yearly,  fums  of  money  fufBcient  to  get  th^e 
better  of  the  natural  intcreil,  which  country  gen- 
tlemen always  have  in  the  places  where  they  and 
their  families  have  perhaps  for  many  generations 
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*  rcfided  i  Ihe  confcqiicncc  of  which  will  be,  that 
'  none  but  country  gentlemen,  and  thofc  who  have 

*  a  natural  intercft  in  the  place,  will  ever  appear  as 

*  candidates ;  and  thus  neither  the  morals  of  th^  peo- 

*  pie  will  be  debauched,  nor  their  properties  plunder- 

*  ed,  nor  their  liberties  deltroyed  by  thole  eledtion- 

*  brokers,  and  minifterial  agents,  or  their  candi- 
'  dates,  who  never  can  be  employed  or  fct  up  but  for 

*  fuch  bafe  purpofes. 

*  As  for  our  credit  abroad,  which,  it  is  pretended, 

*  feptenmal  Parlicvnents  very  much  contributed  to,  I 

*  think  it  is  evident  that  it  has  been  finking;  ever 

*  fince  the  feptenmal  law  took  place  -,  which  con- 
'  firms  what  was  juftly  obferved  by  an  honourable 
'  gentleman,  that  the  credit  of  the  nation  among 
*-  foreigners  does  not  depend  upon  the  Jength  or 
'  fhortnefs  of  our  Parliaments,  but  upon  that  cor- 

*  refpondence  or  confidence  which  ought  always  to 
'  be  kept  up  between  the  King  and  his  people.     I 

*  will  not  fay  that  this  decay  of  our  credit  abroad 

*  has  been  altogether  owing  to  the  feptenynal  law  % 

*  but  I  dare  fay,  if  our  Parliaments  had  not  been 

*  Jeptennidl^  they  would  probably  before  now  have 

*  inquired  into  the  condud  of  thofe  who  have  been 
'  the  caufes  of  this  decay;  and  whatever  reafons  the 

*  decay  of  our  credit  among  foreigners  may  have 
'  been  ov/ing  to,  it  is  now  come  to  fo  low  an  ebb, 
^  that  v/e  really  feem  to  have  almoft  none  to  lofe. 
'  This,  I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  feems  to  be  our  cafe  at 

*  prefent ;  and  as  I  think  nothing  can  fo  effedually 
'  reftorc  our  credit  abroad,  as  the  reftoring  our  ccn- 
'  ftitution  at  home,  I  fhaJl  therefore  give  my  vote 

*  for  the  queflion. 

Sir  William  Tonge.     '  I  can  affure  you.  Sir,  I  did  Sir  Will, 

*  not  fit  flill,  becaufe  I  thought  much  had  been  faid  ^W'f'* 

*  in  this  debate  upon  one  fide  of  the  queftion,  and  ^'^^^  ' 

*  nothing  upon  the  other,    but  becaufe  after  what 

*  had  been  offered  by  my  worthy  friend  under  the 
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gallery,  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  and  the 
honourable  and  learned  gentleman  who  fpoke 
fome  time  ago  againft  the  queftion,  I  thought  it 
might  be  looked  on  as  a  vanity  in  me  to  pre- 
tend to  add  any  thing  to  what  had  been  faid  : 
Indeed  I  am  ftill  of  the  fame  opinion,  and  (hould 
have  continued  in  my  refolution  of  not  giving  you 
any  trouble  this  day,  had  not  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman over  the  way  thrown  out  what  I  take  to 
be  a  very  uncandid  reflexion  upon  my  honourable 
and  learned  friend. 

*  My  learned  friend  happened  to  make  an  obfer- 
vation,  which  I  ilill  think  a  very  juft  one  ;  he 
fiid,  that  after  we  are  returned  and  have  taken 
our  feats  in  this  houfe,  we  ought  not  any  longer  to 
have  a  dependence  upon  thofe  we  reprefent.  This 
the  honourable  gentleman  laid  hold  of,  he  not  on- 
ly called  it  a  new  and  a  very  extraordinary  doc- 
trine ;  but  he  dropt  an  expreflion  fuch  as  I  think 
ought  not  to  be  made  ufe  of  in  this  houfe  :  As  to 
the  obfervation  made  by  my  learned  friend,  he 
certainly  meant,  and  I  believe  almoft  every  gen- 
tleman underftood  him,  that  after  we  have  taken 
our  feats  in  this  houfe,  we  ought,  every  one  of 
us,  to  look  upon  our  felves  as  one  of  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  the  whole  body  of  the  Commons  of 
England^  and  ought  not  to  have  any  particular 
bias  for  the  county,  city  or  borough  we  repre- 
fent. This,  Sir,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  do6lrine 
very  extraordinary,  or  altogether  new,  that  I  wifh 
every  gentleman  in  this  houfe  would  make  it  a 
{landing  rule  for  his  conduct  ;  for  1  cannot  help 
obferving,  that  there  are  fome  gentlemen  in  the 
houfe,  who  on  many  occafions  confine  their  thoughts 
too  much  to  the  particular  county,  city  or  borough 
they  reprefent ;  but  furely  they  muit  be  fenffble, 
that  many  things  may  happen  in  Parliament  which 
may  be  ior  the  intercft  of  the  nation  in  general, 
tho*  they  may  not  perhaps  quadrate  fo  exactly  with 
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the  particular  interefl:  of  London ^  Brylol,  Livcy- 
pool^  or  other  like  city  •,  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  the 
gentlemen  muft  furely  grant,  that  as  members  of 
this  houfe,  they  ought  to  drop  not  only  their  de- 
pendence upon,  but  even  their  concern  for  the 
particular  city  they  reprefent,  in  order  to  concur 
with  the  reft  of  the  members  of  this  houfe  in  what 
they  judge  to  be  for  the  general  intereft  of  the 
nation. 

*  This,  Sir,  I  thought  myfelf  obliged  to  fay  iri 
vindication  of  my  learned  friend ;  but  as  to  the 
queftion  itfejf  I  lliall  give  you  but  very  little  trouble; 
for  tho'  I  muft  do  the  gentlemen  v/ho  introduced 
this  motion  the  juftice  to  own,  that  they  did  it 
with  as  much  candour,  and  in  as  pretty  a  manner 
as  ever  I  heard  any  queftion  introduced  in  this 
houfe,  yet  all  the  arguments  they  made  ufe  of 
were  fo  fully  anfwered,  and  the  objections  againft 
their  motion  ftated  in  fo  clear  a  light,  by  the  two 
worthy  gentlemen  who  fpoke  firft  againft  their 
motion,  that  I  cannot  agree  to  it ;  and,  indeed, 
as  I  believe,  we  owe  the  happinefs  of  having 
the  prefent  royal  family  upon  the  throne,  and  the 
liberty  of  debating  any  queftion  in  this  houfe, 
chiefly  to  the  feptennial  law,  I  fhall  never  agree 
to  the  repeal  of  that  law,  without  feeing  much 
ftronger  reafons  for  it  than  any  I  have  hitherto 
heard  offered. 

'  One  of  the  great  inconveniences  faid  to  attend 
feptennial  Parliaments  is,  that  they  heighten  and  in- 
creafe  thofe  heats  and  animolities,  which  are  ufually 
raifed  among  the  people  about  the  time  of  elec- 
tions ;  but  this  I  cannot  agree  to,  becaufe  it  is  well 
known  that  thofe  heats  and  animofities  rofe  to  as 
great  a  height,  nay  to  a  much  greater  height,  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  triennial  Parliaments^  than, 
they  ever  did  fince  that  time  j  from  whence  we 
may  obfcrve,  that  the  violence  of  thofe  heats  and 
animofitieSj  does  not  depend  upon  the  quick  or  the 
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flow  returns  of  eleftions,  but  upon  the  temper  of 
the  people  at  the  time.  In  every  nation  there  arifes 
fometimes  a  general  ferment  among  the  people, 
fometimes  without  any  vifible  caufe,  and  often  from 
caufes  that  are  in  themfelves  unjufh :  In  this  nation, 
if  an  election  for  a  new  Parliament  fhould  come 
on  when  the  nation  is  in  any  fuch  ferment,  the 
heats  and  animofitiesof  that  time  would  certainly 
become  extremely  violent,  nay  fo  violent  as  to 
endanger  the  peace  of  the  kingdom ;  and  if  we  had 
annual  or  even  triennial  Parliaments^  no  fuch  fer- 
ment could  ever  happen  but  what  would  probably 
be  attended  with  an  eledion,  by  which  the  nation 
might  be  involved  in  fuch  freouent  diforders  and 
confufions,  as  might  at  lad  maxe  us  a  prey  for  fome 
foreign  enemy,  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  danger 
much  more  to  be  apprehended,  than  any  danger 
our  conilitution  can  be  in  from  having  our  Parlia- 
ments feptennial, 

'  Another  inconvenience  is,  th^t  feptennial  Parlia- 
7?ients  increafe  and  give  encouragement  to  bribery 
and  corruption.  That  there  is  bribery  and  corrup- 
tion, that  there  always  has  been,  bribery  and  cor- 
ruption, is  a  fad  I  fhall  not  difpute  :  But,  Sir,  that 
the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  that  vice  depends  upon 
the  frequent  or  the  rare  return  of  eleclions,  is  what 
I  cannot  agree  to ;  for  I  am  convinced  it  will  al- 
ways depend  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, and  the  humour  they  happen  to  be  in  at  the 
time.  Iwifli  bribery  and  corruption  ofall  kinds  could 
be  prevented  •,  but  the  evil  I  am  airaid  is  inevitable ; 
for  notwithllanding  the  many  exprefs  laws  againft 
it,  notwithllanding  the  fevere  law  made  but  a  lit- 
tle while  ago  for  preventing  it,  yet  we  find  that 
methods  have  been  contrived  for  evading  all  thofe 
laws,  either  by  giving  great  entertainments  and 
great  plenty  of  viduals,  or  by  fome  more  fecrec 
and  corrupt  praclices,  fo  that  the  only  way  to  pre- 
vent the  growth  of  this  cvij,   is  to  preferve  the 
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virtue  of  the  people  •,  iind  I  believe  the  bed  way  to 
prcicrve  the  virtue  of  the  people,  is  to  give  them 
lis  few  opportunities  as  pofTible  for  being  vicious  ; 
from  whence  I  muft  concluJe,  that  for  obviatiner 
this  inconvenience,  Jl'pteumal  Parliamenls  are  bi-tter 
than  triennial. 

*  If  fo  many  and  fo  great  inconveniences  have  been 
felt  all  over  the  nation  from  feptennial  Parliaments^ 
if  fo  great  complaints  have  been  made,  it  is  very 
ftrange.  Sir,  that  no  attempt  has  been  made,  ever 
fince  the  pafTing  of  that  law,  for  the  repeal  of  it  : 
But  the  time  now  chofen  for  making  that  attempt, 
fliews  plainly  with  what  view  it  is  made :  It  is 
now  the  laft  feffion  of  a  Parliament,  a  new  ele6lion 
muft  foon  come  on,  and  as  this  motion  has  an  ap- 
pearance of  popularity  among  the  meaner  fort  of 
eledors,  it  may  be  of  fervice  to  fome  gentlemen  at 
the  next  eledlion  :  And  as  to  the  contentions  about 
thefe  eledions  beginning  fo  early,  I  do  not  know 
by  vv^honi  they  were  begun,  but  I  believe  they 
have  been  fet  on  foot  on  purpofe  to  furnifh  gentle- 
men with  arguments  in  this  day's  debate  ;  and  an 
honourable  gentleman  has  accordingly  taken  hold 
of  it,  and  has  made  ufe  of  thofe  contentions  fo 
early  begun,  as  an  argument  againft  feptennial 
Parlia?nents, 

*  Another  honourable  gentleman  has  given  us  a 
glorious  catalogue,  as  he  was  pleafed  to  call  it,  of 
laws  paffed  by  feptennial  Parliaments  ;  but  I  think 
he  ought,  in  a  particular  manner  to  have  guarded 
againft  putting  the  riot  acl  into  that  catalogue,  for 
he  knows  it  v/as  founded  on  the  fame  motive 
with  the  feptennial :  it  was  ablolutely  neceffary  for 
the  iafety  of  the  government,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  fome  executions  in  Flect-JIreet,  in  confequence 
of  that  ad,  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  not  have  been 
polTible  to  have  prefer ved  the  peace  of  the  king- 
dom at  that  time  •,  and  I  mufl  fay,  that  it  is  fome- 
what  very  ftrange  to  hear  gentlemen  arguing  a- 
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*  gainft  contentions  and  riots  at  eIe6lions,  and  at  the 

*  lame  time  complaining  of  that  law  which  was  made 

*  for  the  preventing  of  riots  upon  any  occafion.     As 

*  to  the  law  for  regulating  trials  in  cafes  of  treafon, 

*  there  was  never  a  more  reafonable  law  pafled  in 

*  Parliameni :  Is  it  not  at  all  times  abfolutely  incon- 

*  fiftent  with  the  fafety  of  the  government-,  nay,  is 

*  it  not  in  itfelf  ridiculous,  that  rebels  and  traitors 

*  fhould  be  tried  by  a  jury  of  their  own  friends  and 

*  relations,  embarked  in  the  fame  wicked  defigns, 

*  and  as  much  difaffecled  to  the  government  as  the 

*  prifoners  at  the  bar  ?     Can  it  be  expelled  that  fuch 

*  a  jury  will  ever  find  the  prifoners  guilty  ?  and  there- 

*  fore  when  whole  counties  had  rebelled,  what  could 

*  have  been  more  reafonable  than  the  fending  the 

*  rebels  of  thofe  counties  to  be  tried  in  other  coun- 

*  ties,  where  an  honeft  and  a  difinterefted  jury  might 

*  be  found  ;  and  as  that  law  was  confined  to  the 

*  rebels  then  in  cuftody,  or  fuch  as  fliould  be  taken 

*  within  a  fhort  time  after,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear 

*  it  found  fault  with. 

'  We  have  been  told,   Sir,  that  the  nation  in  ge- 

'  neral  defires  the  repeal  of  the  feptennial  law^  and 

'  that  inftru^lions  have  been  fent  up  to  feveral  mem- 

'  bers  for  that  purpofe.     As  to  the  defires  of  the  na- 

*  tion  in  general,  it  is  a  fa6l  not  eafy  to  be  deter- 

*  mined  *,  I  do   not  know  but  the  mob,  I  mean 

*  fuch  as  have  no  bufinefs  with  eledions,  may  gene- 
'  rally  defire  the  repeal  of  this  law,  becaufe  they 
'  would  then  have  an  opportunity  of  getting  drunk, 
^  committing  riots,  and  living  idly,   much  ofrener 

*  than  they  have  at  prefent ;  but  as  to  all  thofe  who 

*  have  any  right  to  vote  it  ele6lions,  I  am  convinced 

*  the  generality  of  them  tl.fire  no  fuch  thing.     And 

*  as  tor  thofe  inftruclions  that  may  have  been  fjnc 

*  up  to  members,  no  man  is  ignorant  how  they  are 

*  ufually  obtained  :  I   faw  a  copy  of  one  of  them 

*  lately  in  one  of  our  evening  news-papers,  and  by 
^  theltiie  of  it  I  may  leave  any  gentleman  to  judge, 

'  what 
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what  fort  of  Perfons  they  were  who  fent  it,  or  ra- 
ther obtained  its  being  fent.  As  the  memory  of 
Km^lVilliam  will  always,  they  know,  be  reverenced 
in  England,  by  all  tliofe  who  are  attached  to  tlic 
true  interell  of  their  country,  thefe  indruc^tions 
take  particular  notice,  that  the  triennial  law  was 
palfe:!  in  the  reign  of  our  great  deliverer.  King 
PFilliam,  of  glorious  and  immortal  memory  :  But 
does  not  every  man,  who  has  read  the  hillory  of 
his  reign,  know,  that  that  law  was  promoted  by 
thofc  who  were  perhaps  friends  to  the  revolution, 
but  enemies  to  the  then  adminiftration,  co-operating 
with  thofe  who  were  cne;nies  to  both. 
'  In  fhort.  Sir,  tht fepenniallaw,  as  well  as  the 
riot  a6l,  paffed  for  the  fafety  and  ellablifhment  of 
the  prefent  government ;  and,  as  I  think  in  my 
confcience,  the  repeal  of  either  of  them  would  en- 
danger the  government,  I  am  therefore  heartily 
againft  your  queftion.' 

Sir  William  JVindbam.     '  Sir,  the  honourable  gen-  g-^.  7/7///, 
tleman  who  fpoke  lall: ,  in  vindicating,  as  he  called  ^m  Wynd- 
ir,  his  learned  friend,    threw  out  a  very  unfair  re-  hamS 
iiexion  upon  the  condud  of  a  worthy  gentleman  ^pe^^^^- 
under  the  gallery,  whofe  behaviour  in  Parliament, 
I  have  been  a  witnefs  of,   and  I  can  fay  without 
flattery,  it  has  been  as  even  and  as  honourable,  as 
the  behaviour  of  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  •,  and 
if  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks  otherwife,    I 
dare  fay  he  is  fingle  in  his  opinion  :  He  is,    I  be- 
lieve, the  only  man,  either  in  the  houfe  or  out  of  ir, 
who  thinks  fo  •,   I  wifli  the  behaviour  of  every  other 
gentleman,  I  will  not  fay  in  this,  but  in  former  Par- 
liaments,  had  been  as  unexceptionable*,   for  if  ic 
had,  I  am  very  fure  wefliould  have  had  no  occafion 
for  this  day's  debate. 

*  The  obfervation  made  by  the  learned  gentle- 
man, which  the  honourable  gentleman  took  up  fo 
much  time  to  explain,  was  without  exception  i  ic 
was  juft,  it  was  plain,  and  therefore  wanted  neither 

^  an 
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an  explanation  nor  a  vindication  ;  but,  Sir,  what 
the  worthy  gentleman  under  the  gallery,  and  others 
as  well  as  he,  took  notice  of,  was  an  expreflion 
that  fell  from  the  learned  gentleman,  I  dare  fay, 
without  defign  :  He  faid,  that  we  were  to  have  no 
dependence  upon  our  conftituents ;  he  went  farther, 
he  faid  it  was  a  dangerous  dependence  ;  nay,  he 
went  farther  dill,  and  faid,  it  was  more  dangerous 
than  a  dependence  on  the  crown  :  This  my  worthy 
friend  took  notice  of,  and  with  his  ufual  modefty, 
called  it  a  new  doctrine.  It  is,  Sir,  not  only  a 
new  do6lrine,  but  it  is  the  moft  monftrous,  the 
mod  flavifh  do6lrine  that  was  ever  heard,  and  fuch 
a  dcxSlrine,  as  I  hope  no  man  will  ever  dare  to  fup- 
port  within  thefe  walls  •,  I  am  perfuaded.  Sir,  the 
learned  gentleman  did  not  mean  what  the  words 
he  happened  to  make  ufe  of,  may  feem  to  import ; 
for  tho*  the  people  of  a  county,  city,  or  borough 
may  be  mifled,  and  may  be  induced  to  give  in- 
ftrudions,  which  are  contrary  to  the  true  intereft 
of  their  country,  yet  I  hope  he  will  allow,  that  in 
times  pad,  the  crown  has  been  oftner  mifled,  and 
confequently,  we  mud  conclude,  that  it  is  more 
apt  to  be  mifled  in  time  to  come,  than  we  can  fup- 
pofe  the  people  to  be. 

'  As  to  the  contefts  about  the  next  eledlion.  Sir, 
that  they  were  begun  a  long  while  ago,  is  a  certain 
fad  -,  but  who  the  beginners  were  may  not  be  fo 
certain,  or  at  lead,  not  fo  generally  known  •,  and 
the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad  feemed 
to  be  ignorant,  or  indeed,  rather  to  midake  who 
were  the  beginners  of  them  ;  but  if  he  pleafes  to 
look  about  him,  he  may  fee  one  not  far  didant 
from  him,  who,  by  his  agents,  was  the  fird  and 
the  principal  beginner  of  them,  in  mod  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  To  fee  them  begin  fo  foon,  is  no 
new  thing,  Sir  •,  it  is  a  dale  miniderial  artifice  ;  it 
has  been  practiled  ever  fince  feptenmal  Parliaments 
took  place,  and  will  be  pradifed  as  long  as  they 

'  continue: 
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*  continue  :  MInifters  of  ftate  know  well  how  iin- 
'  equal  the  contention  is  between  a  country  gcntle- 

*  man,  who  has  nothing  but  his  own  eilate  (greatly 

*  exhaufted  by  the  many  taxes  he  pays)  to  depend 
'  on,  and  minifterial  eled: ion- mongers,  fupplied  by 
'  gentlemen  in  office,  who  have  for  feven  years  been 
'  heaping  up  money  for  that  purpofe,   or  perhaps 

*  fupplied  even  by  the  public  treafure  ot  the  nation ; 

*  and  the  fooner  this  contention  begins,  the  greater 

*  difadvantage  the  country  gentlemen  labour  under, 

*  the  more  time  thofe  tools  of  corruption  have  to 

*  praclife  upon  the  electors,  and  to  difcover  where 
'  that  money  may  be  placed  to  the  bed  advantage, 
'  which  is  iiTued  for  corrupting  the  people,  and  over- 
'  turning  the  conftitution  :  From  hence  it  is  obvious 
'  who  have  been,  and  who  will  always  be  the  firft 
'  beginners  of  fuch  contentions. 

'  The  learned  gentleman  (as  well  as  fome  others, 
'  particularly  an  honourable  gentleman  under  the 
'  gallery,  who  fpoke  early  in  the  debate,  and  who  in- 
'  deed  faid  as  much,  and  in  as  handfome  a  manner 
'  as  can,  in  my  opinion,  be  laid  againft  the  queftion) 
'  has  told  us,  that  our  conftitution  has  been  often  va- 
'  ried  •,    and  that  there  was  no  time,  when  it  was 

*  fuch  as  we  ought,  or  would  defire,  to  return  to. 
'  Sir,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,    but  our  conftitution 

*  has  often  varied,  and  perhaps,  there  is  no  time  when 
'  it  was  without  a  fault  ;  but  I  will  affirm,  that  there 

*  is  no  time,    in  which  we  may  not  find  fome  good 

*  things  in  our  conftitution  :   There  are  now,  there 

*  have  been  in  every  century,  fome  good  lawa  exift- 
'  ing :  Let  us  preferve  thofe  that  are  good  i  if  any 
'  ot  them  have  been  aboliftied,  let  them  be  reftored, 

*  and  if  any  of  the  laws  now  in  being,  are  found  to 

*  be  attended  with  inconveniences,  let  them  be  re- 

*  pealed  :  This  is  what  is  now  defired,  this  is  what 

*  the  people  have  reafon  to  expedt  from  Parliament ; 

*  there  is  nothing  now  defired  but  what  the  people 

*  have  a  right  to  ;  they  have  now,  rhey  always  had 
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a  right  to  frequent  new  Parliaments ;  and  this  right 
was  eftablifhed  and  confirmed,  even  by  the  claim 
of  rights,  notwithftanding  what  the  learned  gentle- 
man has  faid  to  the  contrary.  At  the  time  of  the 
revolution,  nay  at  the  prefent  time,  at  all  times, 
the  word  Parliament,  in  the  common  way  of 
fpeaking,  comprehends  all  the  feffions  held  from 
one  election  to  another  :  That  this  is  the  common 
meaning  of  the  word,  I  appeal  to  every  gentleman 
in  this  houfe  ;  and  for  this  reafon,  thofe  patriots, 
who  drew  up  our  claim  of  rights,  could  not  ima* 
gine,  that  it  was  necelliiry  to  put  in  the  word  new : 
They  could  not  fo  much  as  dream,  that  the  two 
words,  frequent  Parliaments^  would  afterwards  be 
interpreted  to  mt'xn^  frequent  feffions  of  Parliament ; 
but  the  lawyers,  who  are  accufcomed  to  confound 
the  fenfe  of  the  plained  words,  immediately  found 
out,  that  a  felTion  of  Parliament  was  a  Parliament, 
and  that  therefore  the  v/ords  frequent  Parliaments^ 
'  meant  only  frequent  fejffwns :  This  quirk  the  lawyers 
found  out  immediately  after  the  revolution  ;  this 
quirk  the  courtiers  at  that  time  caught  hold  of; 
and  this  fet  the  people  anew,  upon  the  vindication 
of  their  rights,  which  they  obtained  by  the  triennial 
bill:  By  that  bill,  the  right  of  the  people  to  fre- 
quent new  Parliaments,  was  eitablifhed  in  fuch 
clear  terms,  as  not  to  be  mifunderftood  ;  and 
God  forgive  them  who  confented  to  the  giving  it 

*  I  am  extremely  furprifed,  Sir,  to  hear  it  faid, 
that  the  triennial  bill  v/as  introduced  by  the  enemies 
to  the  revolution.  I  will  not  fay  that  it  was  intro- 
duced by  the  courtiers  at  that  time :  We  feldom  fee 
fuch  bills  introduced  by  fuch  gendemen  *,  but  docs 
not  every  one  know,  that  it  was  my  lord  Somers 
who  was  the  chief  promoter  of  that  bill,  and  that 
mod  of  thofe  v/ho  fupportcd  him  in  it,  were  gen- 
tleman who  had  been  deeply  concerned  in  bringing 
i  ^  about 
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'  about  the  revolution  ?  It  is  true,  the  courtiers  oppo- 

*  fed  it,  and  even  King /FJ//f  jw  himfclf,  by  the  ad- 

*  vice  of  fome  wicked  miniilers,    refufed  to  pals  it 

*  the  firft  time  it  was  offered  -,  but  when  it  came 

*  back  again  to  him,  he  was  better  advifed  •,  and  if 

*  he  had  not  paffed  it,  he  had  not  done  what  he  ought 
'  to  do,  he  had  not  done  all  he  came  to  do,  nor  that 
*•  which,  when  he  came,  he  promifed  to  do,  which 

*  was  to  reftore  the  people  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
'  all  their  rights  and  privileges. 

'  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  triennial  hill  was  intro- 

*  duced  with  a  view  of  diftrefling  King  PFilliam's 
'  government,  is  really  cafting  a  refledion  upon  his 
'  government  *,  for  to  tell  us,  that  the  people's  claim- 

*  ing  thofe  rights,  which  he  came  to  edablifn,  was  a 

*  dirtrefTing  of  his  government,  is  to  tell  us,  that  his 
'  government  was  contrary  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
'  pie,  which  is  in   my  opinion,  a  very  high  re- 

*  fleclion,  and  fuch  a  one  as  the  gentlemen,  who  tell  us 
'  fo,  would  not  patiently  hear  caft  upon  that  reign 

*  by  others.     The  other  pretence,  that  triennial  Par- 

*  lia?nenti  were  the  caufe  of  his  putting  an  end  to 
^  the  war,  or  of  that  treaty  which  was  fo  much  com- 

*  plained  of,  is,  I  am  fure,  as  groundlefs ;  for  the 

*  fecond  war  v/as  begun  and  carried  on  with  great 
^  fuccefs,  under  the  iniiuence  of  triennial  Parliaments y 

*  till  the  balance  of  power  was  fully  reftored,  and 

*  fo  firmly  eftablifhed,  that  Fra7ice  has  never  fince 

*  endeavoured  to  make  the  lead  encroachment  upon 

*  any  of  her  neighbours  :   What  fome  late  meafures 

*  may  encourage  her  to  do  hereafter,  I  fhall  not  pre- 

*  tend  to  determine  •,  but  this  nation  has,   ever  fince 

*  that  time,  enjoyed  what  I  think  I  may  call  a  pro- 
*.  found  tranquility,  which,  if  the  triennial  law  had 
*.  remained  in  force,  we  fliould,  I  believe,  have  made 
'  a  much  better  ufe  of,  than  we  now  fecm  to  have 

*  done, 

*  The 
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*  The  learned  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  thefep- 
'  tennial  law,  is  a  proper  medium  between  the  un- 
'  limited  power  of  the  crown,   and  the  limiting  thac 

*  power  too  much  ;  but,   Sir,  before  he  had  fixed 

*  upon  this  as  a  medium,  he  fhould  firft  have  difco- 

*  vered  to  us  the  two  extremes.    I  will  readily  allow, 

*  that  an  unlimited  power  in  the  crown,  with  refpec^ 
'  to  the  continuing  of  Parliaments,   is  one  extreme  ; 

*  but  the  other,  I  cannot  really  find  out  ;  for  I  am 

*  very  far  from  thinking,    that  the  power  of  the 

*  crown  was  too  much  limited  by  the  triemiial  law, 
'  *  or  that  the  happinefs  of  the  nation  was  any  way  in- 

*  jured  by  it,    or  can  ever  be  injured  by  frequent  e- 

*  led  Ions.     As  to  the  power  of  the  crown,  it  is 

*  very  certain,  that  as  long  as  the  adminiftration  of 

*  public  afiairs,  is  agreeable  to  the  generality  of  the 

*  people,  v/ere  they  to  choofe  a  new  Parliament  every 
'  year,  they  would  choofe  fiich  reprefentatives  as  would 

*  moft  heartily  concur  in  every  thing  with  fuch  an 
'  adminiftration  ;  fo  that  even  an  amiual  Parlmne?it 

*  could  not  be  any  limitation  of  the  juft  power  of 

*  the  crown  ;    and  as  to  the  happinefs  of  the  nation, 
I       '  it  is  certain,  that  gentlemen  will  always  contend 

*  with  more  heat  and  animofity  about  being  members 
'  of  a  long  Parliament,  than  about  being  members 

*  of  a  fhort  one  •,  and  dierefore,  the  elections  for  a 
'  feptennial  Parlia?nent  muif  always  diilurb  the  peace, 
'  and  injure  the  happinefs  of  the  nation,  more  than 

*  the  eledions  for  an  amiual  or  t?'ie?mial  Parliament : 
'  Of  this  the  elections  in  the  city  of  Lo?ido7i,  men- 

*  tioned  by  my  worthy  friend,  are  an  evident  de- 

*  monflration. 

'  As  to  the  ele6lions  coming  on  when  the  nation 
'^  is  in  a  ferment,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  an  objection 
^  to  frequent  eledlions,  that  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  Sir, 
'  a  ftrong  argument  in  favour  of  them  i  becaufe  it 
^  is  one  of  the  chief  fupports  of  the  treedom  of  the 
'  nation.     It  is  plain,  that  the  people  feldom  or  ever 

*  were  in  a  ferment,  but  when  incroachmcnrs  were 

I  *  made 


A.  173+.  DEBATES.  129 

made  upon  their  rights  and  privileges  ;  and  wherl 
any  liich  are  made,  it  is  very  proper,  nay  it  ia 
even  necefiary,  that  the  people  Ihould  be  allowed 
to  proceed  to  a  new  election,  in  order  that  they 
may  choofe  fuch  reprefentatives,  as  will  do  them 
juftice,  by  punilhing  thofe  who  have  been  making 
encroachments  upon  them  ;  otherwife  one  of  thefe 
two  effeds  may  very  probably  enfue  :  Either  the 
ferment  will  break  out  into  an  open  infurre6lion,  or 
the  encroachment  that  has  been  made,  may  happen 
to  be  forgot  before  a  new  election  comes  on,  and 
then  the  invaders  of  the  people's  rights,  will  have 
a  much  better  lay  for  getting  fuch  a  new  Parlia- 
ment chofen,  as  will  not  only  free  them  from  all 
punifliment,  but  will  confirm  the  encroachments 
that  have  been  made,  and  encourage  the  making 
of  new.  Thus  the  rights  of  the  people  may  be 
nibbled  and  curtailed  by  piecemeal,  and  ambitious 
criminals  may  at  lad  get  themfelves  fo  firmly 
feated,  that  it  will  be  out  of  the  power  of  the 
people  to  itop  their  career,  or  to  avoid  the  chains 
wiiich  they  are  preparing. 

'  Now,  Sir,  to  return  to  the  pov/er  of  the  crow^n, 
which  the  learned  Gentleman  has  told  us  was  too 
much  limited  by  the  Iriennial law,  I  think  I  have 
made  it  plain,  that  the  juft  power  of  the  crown 
cannot  poflibly  be  limited  by  frequent  eledions, 
and  confequently  could  not  be  too  much  limited  by 
the  triennial  law  ;  but  by  long  Parliaments  the 
crown  may  be  enabled  to  afllime,  and  to  make  ufe 
of  an  unjull  power.  By  our  conftitution,  theonly 
legal  method  we  have  of  vindicating  our  rights 
and  privileges,  againfl  the  encroachments  of  ambi- 
tious minifters,  is  by  Parliament ;  the  only  way  we 
have  of  redlifying  a  weak  or  wicked  admini- 
ftration,  is  by  Parliiiment,  the  only  cff'edual 
way  we  have  of  bringing  high  and  powerful 
criminals  to  condign  punifliment,  is  by  Parlia- 
ment •,  but  if  ever  it  fhould  come  to  be  in  the 
power  of  the  adminiftration  to  have  a  majority  of 
Vol.  XII,  K  *  this 
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*  this  houfe  dependrng  upon  the  crown,  or  to  get  a 

*  majority  of  fuch  men  returned  as  the  reprefenta- 
'  tives  of  the  people,  the  Parliament  will  then  ftand 

*  us  in  no  ftead.     It  can  anfwer  none  of  thefe  great 
'  purpofes  *,  the  whole  nation  may  be  convinced  of 

*  the  v/eaknefs  or  the  wickednefs  of  thofe  in  the  ad- 
'  miniftration,  and  yet  it  may  be  out  of  the  nation's 

*  power,  in  a  legal  way,  to  get  the  fools  turned  out, 
'  or  the  knaves  hanged. 

'  This  misfortune,  Sir,  can  be  brought  upon  us 
'  by  nothing  but  by  bribery  and  corruption  -,  and 
'  therefore  there  is  nothing  we  ought  to  guard  more 
'  watchfully  againtl.     And  an  hon.  gentleman  who 

*  fpoke  fome  time  ago,  upon  the  Hime  fide  with  me,. 
'  has  fo  clearly  demonftrated,  that  the  ele6i:ions  for 
'  a  feptemiial  ParUaiiient  are  more'-Jiable  to  be  in- 
'  fiUenced  by  corruption  than  thofe  for  a  iriemiialy 
'  that  I  am  furprifed  his  Argument  fliould  be  miftak- 

*  en,  or  not  comprehended  :  But  it  feems  the  mod 
•'  certain  maxims,  the  plained  truths,  are  now  to  be 
'  controverted  or  denied.     It  has  been  laid  down  as 

*  a  maxim,  and  I  think  it  is  a  moft  infallible  maxim, 
'  tlmt  a  man  will  contend  with  more  heat  and  vigour 

*  for  a  pod,  either  of  honour  or  profit,  v/hich  he  is 

*  to  hold  for  a  long  term,  than  he  v/ill  do  for  one  he 
'  is  to  hold  for  a  diort  term  :  This  has  been  contro- 
'  verted.     It  has  been  laid  down  as  a  maxim,  and  I 

*  think  equally  infallible,  that  loo  guineas  is  a  more 

*  powerful  bribe  than  50  •,  this  has  been  denied.  Yec 

*  neverthelcfs  I  mud  beg  leave  topufh  this  argument 
^  a  little  farther. 

'  Let  us  fuppof^.  Sir,  a  gentlerr^an  at  the  head  of 

.'  the  adminiftration,  whofe  only  lafety  depends  upon 

'  corrupting  the  members  of  this  lioufe  :  This  may 

*■  now  be  only  a  fuppofition,   but  it  is  certainly  fuch 

*  a  one  as  may  happen  •,  and  if  ever  it  diould,  let 
^  us  fee  whether  fuch  a  minider  might  not  promife 

*  himfelfmore  fuccefs  m  d.  feptennial  than  he  could 

*  in  a  triennial  Parliament.  It  is  an  old  maxim, 
■  ^  that  every  man  has  his  price,  if  you  can  but  come 
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up  to  ir:  This,  I  hope,  docs  not  hold  true  of  every 
man,  but  I  am  afraid  it  too  generally  holds  true  ; 
and  that  of  a  great  many  it  may  hold  true,  is  what, 
I  believe,  was  never  doubted  of;  though  I  don'c 
know  but  it  may  now  likewife  be  denied.  EIow- 
ever,  let  us  fuppole  this  ditlrefTed  miniftcr  apply- 
ing to  one  of  thofe  men  who  has  a  price,  and  is  a 
member  of  this  houfe  :  In  order  to  engage  this 
menibcr  to  vote  as  he  fhall  diredl  him,  he  offers 
him  a  penfion  of  looo  /.  a  year  ;  if  it  be  but  a  tri- 
ennial  Parliament^  will  not  the  member  imme- 
diately confider  within  himfelf  ;  if  I  accept  of  this 
penfion,  and  vote  according  to  dircdion,  I  fliall 
lofe  my  charader  in  the  country,  I  fliall  lofe  my 
feat  in  parliament  the  next  ekdion,  and  my  pen- 
fion will  then  of  courfe  be  at  an  end  ;  fo  that  by 
turning  rogue  I  fliall  get  but  3000  /.  this  is  not 
worth  my  while  •,  and  fo  the  minifter  mufi:  either 
offer  him  perhaps  the  double  of  that  fum,  or  other- 
wife  he  will  probably  determine  againit  being  cor- 
rupted ;  but  if  the  Parliament  w^txtfeptenntal^  the 
fame  man  might  perhaps  fay  within  himfelf,  lam 
now  in  for  {^w^v^  years,  by  accepting  of  this  penfion 
I  fhall  have  at  leafb  7000  /.  this  will  {cx  me  above 
contempt,  and  if  I  am  turned  out  at  next  eledtion, 
I  do  not  value  it,  Fll  take  the  money  in  the  mean 
time.  Is  it  not  very  natural  to  fuppofe  all  this. 
Sir,  and  does  not  this  evidently  fliew,  that  a  wicked 
minifter  cannot  corrupt  ?i  triemiial  Parliament^  with 
the  fame  money  with  which  he  may  corrupt  2ifep' 
tennial. 

*  Again,  fuppofe  this  minifter  applies  to  a  gentle- 
man who  has  purchafed,  and  thereby  made  him- 
felf member  for  a  borough,  at  die  rate  of  perhaps 
1500/.  befides  travelling  charges,  and  other  little 
expeiices:  Suppofe  the  minifter  offers  him  a  pen- 
fion of  500  /.  a  year  to  engage  his  vote,  will  not 
he  naturally  confider,  if  it  be  a  triennial  Parlia- 
ment ^  that  if  he  cannot  get  a  hiizher  penfion  he  will 
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loie  rnoney  by  being  a  member  ;  and  fiirely  if  he 
be  a  right  burgefs,  he  will  refolve  not  to  fell  at  all, 
rather  than  fell  his  commodity  for  lefs  than  it  coft: 
him  ;  and  if  he  finds  he  cannot  fell  at  all,  he  will 
probably  give  over  {landing  a  candidate  again  upon 
fuch  a  footing  ;  by  which  not  only  he,  but  many 
others,  will  be  induced  to  give  over  dealing  in 
corrupting  the  eledors  at  the  next  eledion  :  But 
in  cafe  it  be  a  feptennial  Parliament,  will  he  not 
then  probably  accept  of  the  500  /.  penfion,  if  he  be 
one  of  thofe  men  that  has  a  price  ?  Becaufe  he  con- 
cludes, that  for  1 500  /.  he  may  always  fecure  his 
eledion,  and  every  Parliament  will  put  near  2000/. 
in  his  pocket,  befides  reimburfmg  him  all  his 
charges.  After  viewing  the  prefent  queftion  in 
this  light,  is  it  poffible.  Sir,  not  to  conclude,  that 
feptennial  Parliaments,  as  well  as  the  eledlions  for 
fuch,  muft  always  be  much  m.ore  liable  to  be  in- 
fluenced by  corruption  than  triennial,  or  the  elec- 
tions for  triennial, 

*  For  my  own  part,  Sir,  I  have  been  often  chofen, 
I  have  fat  in  Parliament  above  thefe  twenty  years, 
and  I  can  fay  with  truth,  that  neither  at  my  elec- 
tion, nor  after  my  return,  no  man  ever  dared 
to  attempt  to  let  me  know  what  is  meant  by  bri- 
bery and  corruption  ;  but  I  am  forry  to  hear  the 
impofiibility  ofpreventing  it  mentioned,  and  men* 
tioned  too.  Sir,  within  thefe  walls.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  lad,  told  us  the  evil  of  corrup- 
tion was  inevitable :  If  I  were  fo  unhappy  as  to 
think  fo,  I  fliould  look  upon  my  country  to  be  in 
the  mofl  melancholy  firuation.  Perhaps  it  may 
be  the  way  of  thinking  among  thofe  he  keeps  com- 
pany with  J  but  I  thank  God  I  have  a  better  opi- 
nion of  my  countrymen  •,  and  fince  it  appears  to 
be  a  way  of  thinking  among  fome  gentlemen,  it  is 
high  time  for  us  to  contrive  fome  method  of  put- 
ting it  out  of  their  power  to  corrupt  the  virtue  of 
the  people  j  for  we  may  depend  upon  this  as  a 

*  certain 
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*■  certain  maxim,   that  thofe  who  think  they  cannot 

*  gain  tlie  afFc6lions  of  the  people,  will  endeavour  to 

*  piirchafe  their  proftitution  •,  and  the  bed  way  to 
'  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  their  endeavours,  is  to  raife 
'  the  price  fo  high,  as  to  put  it  out  of  the  power  of 
'  any  man,  or  of  any  fet  of  men  to  come  up  to  it. 

*  If  a  Parliament  is  to  be  purchafed,  if  ele(5lions  are 
'  to  be  purchafed,  it  is  manifeft  the  corrupting  of 

*  triennial  muft,  upon  the  whole,  coft  a  great  deal 

*  more  than  the  corrupting  of  feptennial  ek^ions  or 

*  Parliamefils,     Therefore,  in  order  to  put  it  out  of 

*  the  power  of  any  man,  or  of  any  admin iftration, 

*  to  purchafe  the  proftitution  of  a  Parliament,  or  of 

*  the  people,  let  us  return  to  triennial  Parliaments ; 
'  and  if  that  will  not  do,  let  us  return  to  annual 

*  elefiions^  which,  I  am  very  certain,  would  render 

*  the  pradlice  of  corruption  impoflible.     This,  Sir, 

*  is  now  the  more  necefTary,  becaufe  of  the  many 

*  newpofts  and  places  of  profit  which  the  crown  has 

*  at  its  difpofal,  and  the  great  civil  lift  fettled  upon 

*  his  prefent  Majefty,  and  which  will  probably  be 

*  continued  to  his  fucceffors  :  This,  I  fay,  urges  the 
'  necefTity  for  frequent  new  Parliaments,  becaufe  the 

*  crown  has  it  now  more  in  their  power  than  for- 
'  merly,  to  feduce  the  people,  or  the  reprefentatives 

*  of  the  people,  in  cafe  any  future  adminiftration 
'  fhould  find  it  necelTary,  for  their  own  fafety,  to 

*  do  fo. 

'  That  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  corruption  aC 

*  eledions,  or  in  Parliament,  muft  always  depend 
'  upon  the  increafe  or  decreafe  of  virtue  among  the 

*  people,  I  fiiall  readily  grant ;  but  it  is  as  certain, 

*  that  the  virtue  of  almoft  every  particular  man  de- 
<  pends  upon  the  temptations  that  are  thrown  in  his 

*  way  •,    and  according  to  the  quantity  of  virtue  he 

*  has,  the  quantity  of  temptation  muft  be  raifed, 
'  fo  as  at  Lift  to  make  it  an  over-balance  for  his 
'  virtue.  Suppofe  then.  Sir,  that  the  generality  of  the 
'  clw^dors  in  England  have  virtue  enough  to  with- 
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'  (land  a  temptation  of  five  guineas  each,  but  not 

*  virtue  enough  to  withltand  a  temptation  of  ten 
'  guineas  one  v/ith  another  ;  is  it  not  then  much  more 

*  probable,  that  the  gentlemen  who  deal  in  corrup- 
'  tion  may  be  able  to  raife  as  much  money,  once 
'  every  feven  years,  as  will  be  fufficient  to  give  ten 

*  guineas  each,   one  with  another,  to  the  generality 

*  of  the  electors,  than  that  they  will  be  able  to  raife 

*  fuch  a  fum  once  in  every  three  years  ?  And  is  It 
'  not  from  thence  certain,    that  the  virtue  of  the 

*  people  in  general,  is  In  greater  danger  of  being  de- 

*  ftroyed  by  feptennial  than  by  triennial  Parliaments  ? 
'  To  fuppofe.  Sir,  that  every  man's  vote  at  an  elec- 
tion, is  like  a  commodity  which  mull  be  fold  at 
the  market-price,   is  really  to  fuppofe,  th:it  no  man 
has  any  virtue  at  all  ;  for  I  will  aver,  that  when 
once  a  man  refoh'es  to  fell  his  vote  at  any  rate,  he 
has  then  no  virtue  left,  which  I  hope  is:  not  the  cafe 
of  many  of  our  eledors,  and  therefore  the  only 
thing  we  are  to  apprehend  is,    left  fo  a  high  a  price 
fliould  be  offered  as  miay  tempt  thouf:uu1s  to  fell, 
who  had  never  before  any  thoughts   of  carrying 
fuch  a  commodity  to  market.     This,    Sir,  is  the 
fatal  event  v/e  are  to  dread,  and  it  is  much  more 
to  be  dreaded  from  feptenmal  than  from  triennial 
Parliaments.     If  we  have  therefore  any  dcfire  to 
preferve  the  virtue  of  our  people  ;  if  we  have  any 
defire  to  preferve  our  conftitution  •,  if  v/e  have  any 
defire  to  preferve  our  liberties,  our  properties,  and 
every  thing  tliat  can  be  dear  to  a  free  people,  we 
ought  to  rcftore  the  triennial  law  \  and  if  that  be 
found  to  be  infignilicant,    v/e  ought  to  abolifli  pro- 
rogations,   and  return  to  annual  elections. 

'  The  learned  gentleman  fpoke  of  the  prerogative 
of  the  crown,  and  asked  us^  if  it  had  lately  been 
extended  beyond  thofe  bounds  prefcribed  to  it  by 
law.  Sir,  I  will  not  fay  that  there  has  been  lately 
any  attempts  to  extend  it  beyond  the  bounds  pre- 
fcribed by  law  y  but  I  will  fay,  that  thofe  bounds 
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have  been  of  late  To  vaftly  enlarge],  that  there 
feems  to  bv-  no  great  occafion  for  any  fuch  attempt. 
What  are  the  many  penal  laws  made  within  thcfe 
forty  years,  but  fo  many  cxtenfions  of  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  and  as  many  diminutions  of 
the  iib'jrty  of  the  fubjcd  ?  And  whatever  the  ne- 
celFiry  was  that  brought  us  into  the  enabling  of  fuch 
laws,  it  was  a  fatal  neccfilty  ;  it  has  greatly  added 
to  the  power  of  the  crown,  and  particular  care 
ought  to  be  taken  not  to  throw  any  more  weigfit 
into  that  fcale.  Perhaps  the  enabling  of  feveral  of 
thofe  penal  laws  might  have  been  avoided  ;  I  am 
perfuaded  the  enacting  of  riie  law,  relating  to  trials 
for  treafon,  not  only  might,  but  ought  to  have 
been  avoided  ;  for  though  it  was  but  a  temporary 
law,  it  was  a  dangerous  precedent  ;  and  the  rebel- 
lion was  far  from  being  fo  general  in  any  county, 
as  not  to  leave  a  fufficient  number  of  faithful  fub- 
je6ls,  for  trying  thofe  who  had  committed  acfls  of 
treafon  within  the  county. 

'  In  former  times,  the  crown  had  a  large  eftatc  of 
its  own  •,  an  eflate  fuflicient  for  fupporting  the  digr 
nity  of  the  crown;  and  as  we  had  no  Handing  ar- 
mies, nor  any  great  fleets  to  provide  for,  the  crown 
did  not  want  frequent  fupplies  ;  fo  tliat  they  were 
not  under  any  necefllty  of  calling  frequent  Parlia- 
ments ',  and  as  Parliaments  were  always  trouble- 
fome,  often  dangerous  to  minifters,  therefore  they 
avoided  the  calling  of  any  fuch,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  :  But  thou2;h  the  crown  did  not  then  want  fre- 
quent  fupplies,  the  people  frequently  wanted  a  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  which  could  not  be  obtained 
but  by  Parliament  •,  therefore  the  only  complaint 
then  was,  that  the  crown  either  did  not  call  any 
Parliament  at  all,  or  did  not  allow  them  to  fit 
long  enough  :  This  was  the  only  complaint,  and 
to  remedy  this,  it  was  thought  fufficient  to  pro- 
vide for  having  frequent  Parliaments  i  every  one  of 
'  which,  'twas  prefumed,  was  always  to  be  a  new 
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Parliament ;  for  'tis  well  known,  that  the  method 
of  prorogation  was  of  old  very  rarely  made  ufe  of, 
and  was  firil  introduced  by  thofe  who  were  at- 
tempting to  make  incroachments  upon  the  rights 
of  the  people. 

'  But  now.  Sir,  the  cafe  is  altered ;  the  crown, 
either  by  ill  managem.ent,  or  by  prodigality  and 
profufenefs  to  its  favourites,  has  fpent  or  granted 
away  all  that  eftate  •,  and  the  public  expence  is  fo 
much  enlarged,  that  the  crown  mufl  have  annual 
fupplies,  and  is  therefore  under  a  neceflity  of  having 
the  Parliament  meet  every  year  ,  but  as  new 
elections  are  always  dangerous,  as  well  as  trouble- 
fom,e  to  minifters  of  ftate,  they  are  for  having 
them  as  feldom  as  po0ible  •,  fo  that  the  complaint 
is  not  now  for  want  of  frequent  meetings  or  feffions 
of  Parliament,  but  againft  having  the  fame  Par- 
liament continued  too  loong.  This  is  the  grievance 
now  complained  of ;  this  is  what  the  people  defire  ; 
this  is  what  they  have  a  right  to  have  redreffed. 
The  members  of  Parliament  may,  fur  one  year,  be 
looked  on  as  the  real  and  true  reprefentatives  of 
the  people ;  but  when  a  minifler  has  {hven  years  to 
pradtife  upon  them,  and  to  feel  their  pulfe,  they 
may  be  induced  to  forget  whofe  reprefentatives  they 
are  •,  they  may  throw  off  al!  dependence  upon  their 
eledlors,  and  may  become  dependents  upon  the 
crown,  or  rather  upon  the  minifter  fpr  the  time  be- 
ing, which  the  learned  gendeman  has  moft  in- 
genuoufly  confeffed  to  us,  he  thinks  Icfs  dangerous 
than  a  dependence  upon  his  cledors, 
*  We  have  been  told,  Sir,  in  this  houfe,  that  no 
faith  is  to  be  given  to  prophefies,  therefore  I  fhall 
not  pretend  to  prophecy  ;  but  I  may  fuppofe  a 
cafe,  which,  though  it  has  not  yet  happened,  may 
poffibly  happen.  Let  us  then  fuppofe.  Sir,  a  man 
abandoned  to  all  notions  of  virtue  or  honour,  of 
no  great  family,  and  of  but  a  mean  fortune,  raifed 
to  be  chief  mijiifter  of  ftate,  by  the  concurrence 
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of  many  whimfical  events  *,  afraid  or  unwilling  to 
trufb  any  but  creatures  of  his  own  making,  and 
mod  of  them  equally  abandoned  to  all  notions  of 
virtue  or  honour  •,  ignorant  of  the  true  interefl:  of  his 
country,  and  confulting  nothing  but  that  of  enrich- 
ing  and  aggrandizing  himfelf  and  his  favourites  ; 
in  foreign  affairs,  truftingnone  but  fuch  whofe  edu- 
cation makes  it  impollible  for  them  to  have  fuch 
knowledge  or  fuch  qualifications,  as  can  either  be 
of  fervice  to  their  country,  or  give  any  weight  or 
credit  to  their  negotiations  :  Let  us  fuppofe  the 
true  interefl  of  the  nation,  by  fuch  means,  neglected 
or  mifundcrftood,  her  honour  and  credit  loft,  her 
trade  infulted,  her  merchants  plundered,  and  her 
failors  mAirdered  ;  and  all  thefe  things  over-looked, 
only  for  fear  his  adminiftration  fhould  be  en- 
dangered :  Suppofe  him,  next,  pofTeiTed  of  great 
wealth,  the  plunder  of  the  nation,  with  a  Parlia- 
ment of  his  own  choofing,  moft  of  their  feats  pur- 
chafed,  and  their  votes  bought  at  the  expence  of 
the  public  treafure  :  In  fuch  a  Parliament,  let  us 
fuppofe  attempts  made  to  inquire  into  his  condu6t, 
or  to  relieve  the  nation  from  the  diftrefs  he  has 
brought  upon  it  ;  and  when  lights  proper  for  at- 
taining thofe  ends  are  called  for,  not  perhaps  for 
the  information  of  the  particular  gentlemen  who 
call  for  them,  but  becaufe  nothing  can  be  done  in 
a  parliamentary  way,  till  thefe  things  be  in  a  pro- 
per way  laid  before  Parliament  ;  fuppofe  thefe 
lights  refufed,  thefe  reafonable  requefts  rejeded  by 
a  corrupt  majority  of  his  creatures,  whom  he  re- 
tains in  daily  pay,  or  engages  in  his  particular  inte- 
reft,  by  granting  them  thofe  pofts  and  places, 
which  ought  never  to  be  given  to  any  but  for  the 
good  of  the  public:  Upon  this  fcandalous  vi6lory, 
let  us  fuppofe  this  chief  minifter  pluming  himfelf 
in  defiances,  becaufe  he  finds  he  has  got  a  Parlia- 
ment, like  a  packed  jury,  ready  to  acquit  him  at 
all  adventures ;  Let  us  farther  fuppofe  him  arrived 
I  *  to 
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*  to  that  degree  of  infolence  and  arrogance,  as  to  do- 
'  mineer  over  [all  the   men  of  ancient  families,  all 

*  the  men  of  fenfe,  figure,  or  fortune  in  the  nation  ; 
'  and  as  he  has  no  virtue  of  his  own,  ridiculing  i'c 
^  in  odiers,  and  endeavouring  to  deflroy  or  corrupt - 

*  it  in  all. 

'  I  am  ftill  not  prophefying,  Sir,  I  am  only  fup- 

*  pofing  ;  and  the  cafe  1  am  going  to  fuppofe  I  hope 

*  never  will  happen ;  but  with  fuch  a  minifter  and 

*  fuch  a  Parliament,    let  us  fuppofe  a  P!rince  upon 

*  the  throne,  either  for  want  of  true  information,  or 

*  for  fome  other  reafon,  ignorant  and  unacquainted 
'  with  the  inclinations  and  the  intereft  of  his  people, 

*  weak,  and  hurried  away  by  unbounded  ambition 
'  and  infatiable  avarice  :  This  cafe,  Sir,  has  never 
'  yet  happened  in  this  nation  •,  I  hope,  I  fay,  it  vv^ill 
'  never  exift  •,  but  as  it  is  pofTible  it  may,  could  there 

*  any  greater  curfe  happen  to  a  nation,  than  fuch  a 
'  Prince  on  the  throne,  advifed,  and  folely  advifed, 

*  by  fuch  a  minifter,  and  that  minift:er  fjpported  by 

*  fuch  a  Parliament.     The  nature  of  mankind  can- 

*  not  be  altered  by  hum.an  laws,   the  exiftence  of 

*  fuch  a  Prince,  or  fuch  a  minifter,  we  cannot  pre- 

*  vent  by  act  of  Parliament,  but  the  exiftence  of  fuch 

*  a  Parliament  1  think  we  may  ;  and  as  fuch  a  Par- 
'  liament  is  much  more  likely  to  exift,  and  may  do 

*  more  mifchief  wKilo  the feplemnallaw  remains  in 

*  force,  than  if  it  were  repealed,  therefore  I  am  moft 
'  lieartily  for  the  repeal  of  it/ 

Mr.  Pe/~  '  Hemy  Pelhaniy  Efq;    *  The  honourable  gende- 

hafn\        '  man  who  fpokc  laft,  as  he  always  guards  what  he 

ipcech.      <  |:^y3^   ^j^j  fpeaks  with  fo  much  decency,    that  no 

'  notice  can  be  taken  of  it  in  a  parliamentary  way, 

'  fo  in  the  laft  fuppofitions  he  was  pleafed  to  make, 

*  ne  obferved  fo  much  caution,  that  no  obfcrvations 
'  can  be  made  on  any  thing  he  faid,  as  being  contra- 
*•  ry  to  the  orders  of  tliis  houle  •,  yet  whatever  fup- 
'  poficions  lie  may  pleafe  to  make  with  refped-  to 

'  minifters* 
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'  miniftcrs,  I  think  he  ought  not  to  proceed  any 
^  higher,  and  therefore  I  wi(h  he  hud  fpared  the  lafl  : 
'  However,  Sir,  as  thefe  fwippolitions,  and  indeed 
^  every  other  fuppofirion  I  have  heard,  are  all 
'  imaginary,  I  fliall  take  no  farther  notice  of  them  : 
'  I'hey  were  certainly  foreign  to  the  queftion  in  de- 
'  bate,  and  had,  1  think,  been  better  let  alone. 
'  As  to  the  contentions  about  elections,   I  fhall  not 

*  pretend.  Sir,  to  determine  by  whom  they  were 

*  begun,  but  I  think,  I  can  eafrly  account  for  their 
'  having  been  begun  at  the  time  they  were,  and  that 

*  in  a  method  very  different  from  that  laid  down  by 
*'  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lalt :  It  is 
'  well  known  what  a  fpirit,  if  not  of  di(atfe6lion,  I 
'  am  fure  I  may  fiy  of  diftra'dlion,  was  artfully  raifed 
'  during  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament,  in  moil  parts  of 
^  this  nation,  by  the  mifrepre fen tation  of  an  affair 
'  before  it  was  well  underfrood,  and  which,  when  it 
'  canie  to  be  explained,  could  no  way  bear  the  mean- 
'•  ing  they  put  upon  it :  This-  was  thought  a  proper 
^  opportunity,  by  thofe  who  raifed  that  fpirir,  to 
'•  work,  upon  the  paffions  of  the  people,  in  order  to 
^  gain  their  favour,  and  to  engage  their  votes, 
'-  neither  of  which  they  knew  they  had  any  chance  for 
•'  in  any  other  way  ;    and  this,  Sir,  I  really  believe, 

••  was  the  reafon  why  the  contentions  about  eledrons 
"  began  fo  early  in  moPr  parrs  of  the  kingdom  ;  fo 
'-  that  if  the  gentleman  meant  my  honourable  friend 

•  by  me,    he  was  very  much  miilaken  *,    but  if  he 

■  look  another  v/ay,  and  that  within  his  view,  he  may 

■  find  out  the  firft,  the  chief  beginner  of  all  thefe 

•  difturbances. 

'  As  to  the  queftion  itfclf.   Sir,   as  I  did  not  in- 
tend  to  have  troubled  you  in  this  debate,    and  as 

•  the  queftion  has  been  already  fo  fully,  and  fo 
'  handlbmely  oppofed  by  the  honourable  gentleman 

under  the  gallery,    and   by  feveral  orhers,    I  lliall 
only  fay  in  general ^  that  as  I  am  not  fenfible  of 

'  any 
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*  any  inconvenience  that  attends  feptennial  Parlia^ 

*  ments^  but  what  would,  in  a  much  greater  degree* 

*  attend  triennial ;   and  as  we  know  from  experience, 

*  that  too  frequent  elections  keep  the  nation  in  a 

*  continual  ferment,    and  always  mult  expofe  us  to 

*  the  many  evils  that  enfue  from  fadlion  and  fe- 

*  dition,  therefore  I  fhall  give  my  vote  againfl  the 

*  queftion. 

Mr.'P«/-  William  Pulteney^   Efq;     *  I  intended,  from  the 

teneys       «  beginning  Sir,   to  have  fpoke  in  this  debate  ,  but 

fpeech.      (,  j^3  J  now  fpeak  fo  late  in  it,    I  can  have  but  little 

*  new  to  offer,  the  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken  be- 

*  fore  me,   having  almoft  intirely  exhaufted  the  ar- 

*  gument ;   and  I  am  fure,   if  thofe  who  have  heard 

*  the  debate  are  to  be  determined,    as  1  hope  they 

*  will,  by  what  has  been  offered  for  and  againft  the 

*  queftion,    it  will  hardly  bear  a  divifion.     How- 

*  ever,   as  I  voted  for  this  bill  on  a  former  occafion, 

*  and  as  the  principal,   and  indeed  the  only  motive, 
'  which  made  me  do  fo,  now  no  longer  fubfifts,   I 

*  think   myfelf  obliged   thus  publicly    to  declare, 

*  that  1  am  now  as  zealous  to  have  it  'repealed,   as 

*  I  then  was  to  have  it  enadled.     When  a  country, 

*  or  the  government  of  a  country,    is  in  any  im- 

*  minent  danger,  it  often  happens,  that  people  think 
'  regulations  neceiTary,  which,   when  the  danger  is 

*  over,   appear  to  be  attended  with  as  pernicious 

*  confequences,  as  that  very    danger   which    they 

*  were  made  to  prevent ;   and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  furely 

*  every  honed   man    muft  be   as   fond  of  having 

*  them  abolifhed,   as  ever  he  was  of  having  them 

*  eftabliflied. 

'  The  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke  laft,  though  he 

*  let  drop  fome  exprcITions,    with  relation  to  that 
'  contention    already     begun    about    our    enfuing 

*  eleclions,  which  I  might  take  fome  notice  of,  yet 

*  as  he  generally  fpeaks  with  very  great  candour,   I 

*  think 
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think  it  would  be  too  fevere  not  to  pardon  any 
flip  he  may  have  made  in  that  refpecl :  But  as  to 
the  fpirit  raifed  in  the  nation  laft  fefTion  of  Parlia- 
ment, which  he  fays  was  raifed  by  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  and  was  pleafed  to  call  a  fpirit,  if  not  of  dif- 
affeilion,  at  leaft  of  didradion,  I  do  not  know, 
but  it  may  have  been  reprefented  as  fuch  in  an- 
other place  ;  and  whether  that  was  a  mifreprefenta- 
tion,  I  fhall  leave  to  the  world  to  judge  ;  but  of 
all  mifreprefentations,  I  will  lay,  the  mofb  crimi- 
nal is  that  of  mifrcprefenting  to  the  King  the  true 
fentimcnts  and  real  inclinations  of  his  people  ;  for, 
however  much  fome  gentlemen  may  find  their  in- 
terell:  in  it,  I  am  fure  it  is  not  their  duty  to  do 
fo  \  but  I  hope  his  prefent  Majefly  will  always  be 
able  to  diflinguifh,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  Parlia- 
ment to  inform  him  how  to  diftinguifli  between 
difaffedlion  to  his  government,  and  difiifFedion  to 
his  minifter.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  thinks, 
that  the  affair  which  occafioned  the  rife  of  thrft 
fpirit,  was  at  firft  mifreprefented,  or  that  it  gain- 
ed any  advantage  by  being  fully  explained,  he  is, 
in  the  opinion  of,  I  believe,  much  the  greateit  pare 
of  the  nation,  vaftly  miftaken  ;  for,  the  more  fe- 
rioufly  that  affliir  has  been  confidered,  the  more 
fully  it  has  been  explained,  the  more  horrible  it 
has  appeared  *,  fo  that  the  fpirit,  which  was  raifed 
in  oppofition  to  it,  was  fo  far  from  being  unjuftly 
or  groundlefly  raifed,  that  I  believe  it  would 
have  been  for  the  advantage  of  the  nation,  that  a 
new  election  had  come  on,  when  that  fpirit  was  in 
its  greateft  vigour  ;  and  I  hope  it  will  not  al- 
together fubfide,  till  the  people  have  fully  fecured 
their  liberties  againit  all  fuch  attempts  for  the 
future. 

*  To  imagine.  Sir,  that  frequent  eleclions  Hiould 

ever  become  the  caufe  of  fadion  and  fedition,    is, 

in  my  opinion,  fomething  very  extraordinary  •,  for 

'  it  is  certain,  that  feditions  have  always  proceeded 

*  from 
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from  a  general  diPcontent  among  the  people,  and 
a  long  dilappointment  of"  meeting,  in  a  legal  way, 
widi  that  redrefs  which  they  had  reafon  to  expe<5l ; 
and  till  this  difcontent  becomes  violent  as  well  as 
genera],  no  fiidion  will  ever  break  out  into  fedi- 
tion:  Then  indeed  fa^lion  begins  fo  change  its 
name,  and  diole  men,  who  at  firft  perhaps  with 
juftice  were  charged  with  being  iaclious,   become 
then  the  patrons  and  the  protestors  of  the  rights  of 
the  people,    and  of  the  liberties  of  their  coimtry  ; 
for  nothing  can^e  called  fad  ion,  but  v/hen  a  fet 
of  men  combine  afid  unite  together  againft  a  wife 
and  a  j u ft  govern meht,  v/hich  no  government  can 
be,  that  difobliges  and  irritates  the  generality  of 
the  people.     The  certain  and  the  only  way  there- 
fore of  preventing  fedition,  and  difappointing  fac- 
tion, is  to  give  the  people  frequent  opportunities  of 
reprefenting  their  grievances,  and  obtaining  redrefs 
in  that  legal  way  which  is  prelcribed  by  the  con- 
ftitution  of  their  country.     Such  a  way  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  eftablifiied,  and  is  eftablifhed  in  every 
wife  conftitution  ;  otherwife  the  people  will  feek 
that  by  fedition,   which  they  find  they  cannot  ob- 
tain by  law  ',  and  the  method  which  is  eftablifiied 
by  our  conftitution,  is  by  a  Parliament  chofen  by 
the  free  and  uncorrupted  voice  of  the   people ; 
therefore,  in  order  to  avoid  fedition,   every  thing 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided,   which  may  tend  to 
tht  interaipting  the  free  choice  of  the  people  ;  and 
the  oftner  this  choice  is  made,  the  better  our  coun- 
try is  guarded  againft  fedition  •,  becaufe  in  a  long 
Parliament,  the  people  may  in  the   beginning  of 
it  be  difobliged  ;  they  may  difpair  of  obtaining  re- 
drefs from  that  Parliament,    and  before  the  end, 
their  difcontents  may  become  fo  violent,  as  to  break 
out  in  feditions  and  iniurredions. 
'  Faction  and  fedition.  Sir,  are  two  words  that 
have  always  been  made  ufe  of  by  the  advocates  for 
ai'bitrary  power,  in  order  to  induce  the  people  to 
I  '  Rive 
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'  give  up  thofe  privileges  upon  which  their  liberties 

*  depended,  or  to  divTit  them  trom  rc-alRmiing, 
'  or  vindicating  thole  which  had  been  before 
'  foohflily  given  up,  or  iinjuftly  iifurped  and  taken 
'  tVoni  them  •,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped,  thofe  two  hi- 
'  deous  words  will  never  in  this  country   have  the 

*  defued  efFed.  It  has  been  already  fully  fliewn, 
'  that  the  eledions  for  a  long  Parliament,  muft  al- 
'  ways  be  attended  with  more  violent  heats  and  ani- 
'  mofitiesjthan  the  ele(5l ions  for  a  fhortone  ;  confequent- 

*  ly  die  country  muft  always  be  more  expofed   to 

*  factions  and  fcditions  by  the  former,  than  by  the 
^  latter  :  I  do  not  know,  but  the  fledion  for  a  Par- 

*  1  lament  may  come  at  laft  to  be  like  the  eledion  of 
'  a  King  of  Poland  ;  it  may  be  always  attended  with 
'  a  civil  war,  perhaps  with  an  unwelcome  vifit  from 
'  feme  of  our  neighbours :  Therefore,  if  the  fears  of 
'  taction  and  fedition  be  any  argument  againft  fre- 

*  quent  eledtions,  as  good  an  argument  may  from 

*  thence  be  drawn  againft  electing  any  new  Parlia- 

*  ment  at  all ;  fo  that  I  do  not  know,  but  I  may  fee 
'  a  propofition  made  for  continuing  our  feats  in  this 

*  houfc  for  life  *,  and  after  that,  it  m.ay  be  thought 

*  proper  to  make  a  law  for  tranfmitting  them  to  our 

*  heirs,  nay  even  to  our  executors  or  adminiftrators. 

'  An  honourable  gentleman  feemed  much  furprifed^ 

*  that  the  riot  a61:  fliould  have  been  mentioned  upon 

*  this  occafion,  or  that  any  gentleman  fhould  have 
'  the  leaft  thought  of  having  it  repealed.     Sir,  1  de- 

*  clare,  upon  my  honour,  that  of  all  the  adions  I 

*  ever  did  in  my  life,  there  is  not  one  I  more  hearti- 

*  ly  and  fmcerely  repent  of,  than  my  voting  for  the 

*  pafTing  of  that  law.     I  believe  I  am  as  little  fuf- 

*  peded  of  difaffe6tion  to  his  Majelly  or  his  fimily, 
'  as  any  man  in  the  kingdom  ;  it  was  my  too  great 

*  zeal  for  his  illuftrious  family  tranfported  me  to  give 

*  that  vote,  for  which  I  am  now  heartily  grieved : 
^  But  even  then  I  never  imagined  it  was  to  remain 

*  a 
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*  a  law  for  ever  ;  no.  Sir,  this  government  is  found-* 

*  ed  upon  refiftance  ;  it  was  the  principle  of  refift- 

*  ance  that  brought  about  the  revolution,  which  can- 

*  not  be  juftified  upon  any  other  principle.     Is  then 

*  paflive  obedience  and  non-refiftance  to  be  eftablifh- 
'  ed  by  a  perpetual  law,  by  a  law  the  moll  fevere 

*  and  the  moft  arbitrary  of  any  in  England^  and  that 
'  under  a  government  which  owes  its  very  being  to 

*  refiftance  ?    The  honourable  gentleman  who  firft 

*  mentioned  it  faid  very  right,   it  is  a  fcandal  it 

*  fhould  remain  in  our  ftatute  books  •,  and  I  will  fay, 

*  they  are  no  friends  to  his  Majefty  or  to  his  govern- 

*  ment  who  defire  it  fhould  ;    for  it  dcftroys  that 

*  principle,  upon  which  is  founded  one  of  his  beft 

*  titles  to  the  crown  :  While  this  remains  a  law,  we 
'  cannot  well  be  called  a  free  people  ;  a  little  juftice 
'  of  the  peace,  afiifted  perhaps  by  a  ferjeant  and  a 

*  parcel  of  hirelings,  may  almoft  at  any  time  have 

*  the  lives  of  twenty  gentlemen  of  the  beft  families 

*  in  England  in  his  power. 

*  As  to  bribery  and  corruption.  Sir,  it  has  been 

*  fo  fully  and  fo  clearly  demonftrated,  thsit  feptennial 

*  Parliaments  are  more  liable  than  triennial  to  be  in- 

*  fluenced  by  fuch  bafe  methods,  that  I  fhall  conclude 
'  with  obferving  what  every  gentleman  I  believe  is 

*  fenfible  of:  It  is  come  to  a  moft  intolerable  height ; 

*  in  many,  nay  in  moft  parts  of  our  conftitution,  we 

*  are  funk  to  the  loweft  and  vileft  dregs  of  corrup- 

*  tion  ;  and  if  fome  extraordinary  event  do  not  pre- 

*  vent  it,  our  conftitution  will  foon  be  irrecoverably 
'  loft.' 

Sir  kohert  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  '  I  do  afliire 
'Wal^ole'^  '  you.  Sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  have  troubled  you  in 
ipcah.      *  this  debate  •,  but  fuch  incidents  now  generally  hap- 

*  pen  towards  the  end  of  our  debates,  nothing  at 
*•  all  relating  to  the  fubjefb,  and  gentlemen  make  fuch 
*■  fuppofi Lions,  meaning  fome  perfon,  or  perhaps,  as 

*  they  fay,  no  perfon  now  in  being,   and  talk  fo 

'  much. 
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much  of  wicked  minlfters,  domineering  miniders, 
minifters  pluming  diemfdvcs  in  defiances  •,  which 
terms,  and  fuch  Jike,  have  been  of  late  fo  much 
made  ufe  of  in  this  houfe,  that  if  they  really  mean 
no  body  either  in  the  houfc  or  out  of  it,  yet  it 
muft  be  fuppofed,  they  at  lead  mean  to  call  upon 
fome  gentleman  in  this  houfe  to  make  them  a  re- 
ply ;  and.  therefore  I  hope  I  may  be  allov/ed  to 
draw  a  pi6lure  in  my  turn ;  and  I  may  likewife  fay, 
that  I  do  not  mean  to  give  a  dcfcription  of  any 
particular  perfon  now  in  being.  When  gendemen 
talk  of  minifters  abandoned  to  all  fenfe  of  virtue  or 
honour,  other  gendemen  may,  I  am  fure,  with 
equal  juftice,  and,  I  think,  morejuftly,  fpeak  of 
anti-minifters  and  mock-patriots,  who  never  had 
either  virtue  or  honour  *,  but  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
their  oppofition,  are  aduated  only  by  motives  of 
envy,  and  of  refentment,  againft  thofe  who  may 
have  difappointed  them  in  their  views,  or  may  not 
perhaps  have  complied  with  all  their  defires. 
'  But  now.  Sir,  let  me  too  fuppofe,  and  the  houfe 
being  cleared,  I  am  fure  no  perfon  that  hears  me 
can  come  within  the  defcription  of  the  perfon  I  am 
to  fuppofe :  Let  us  fuppofe  in  this,  or  in  fome  other 
unfortunate  country,  an  and-minifter,  who  thinks 
himfelf  a  perfon  of  fo  great  and  extenfive  parrs, 
and  of  fo  many  eminent  qualifications,  that  he 
looks  upon  himfelf  as  the  only  perfon  in  the  king- 
dom capable  to  conduct  the  public  affiiirs  of  the 
nation,  and  therefore  chriftening  every  other  gen- 
tleman, who  has  the  honour  to  be  employed  in  the 
adminiftration,  by  the  name  of  blunderer :  Suppofe 
this  fine  gentleman  lucky  enough  to  have  gained 
over  to  his  party,  fome  perfons  really  of  fine  parts, 
of  ancient  families,  and  of  great  fortunes,  and  others 
of  defperate  views,  arifing  from  difappointed  and 
malicious  hearts  •,  all  thefe  gendem.en,  with  refpe(51: 
to  their  political  behaviour,  mjoved  by  him,  and 
by  him  lolely  j  all  they  fay,  either  in  private  or 
Vol.  XIL  1.  '  public. 
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public,  being  only  a  repetition  of  the  words  he 
has  put  into  their  mouths,  and  a  fpitting  out  of 
that  venom  which  he  had  infufed  into  them  ;  and 
yet  we  may  fuppofe  this  leader  not  really  liked  by 
any,  even  of  thofc  who  fo  blindly  follow  him,  and 
hated  by  all  the  reft  of  mankind  :  We  will  fup- 
pofe this  anti-minifter  to  be  in  a  country  where  he 
really  ought  not  to  be,  and  where  he  could  not 
have  been,  but  by  an  effed:  of  too  much  goodnefs 
and  mercy  ;  yet  endeavouring  with  all  his  might, 
and  with  all  his  art,  to  deftroy  the  fountain  from 
whence  that  mercy  flowed :  In  that  country,  fup- 
pofe him  continually  contrafting  friendfhips  and 
familiarities  with  the  ambafTadors  of  thofe  princes, 
who  at  the  time  happen  to  be  moft  at  enmity  with 
his  own  ;  and,  if  at  any  time  ft  fhould  happen  to 
be  for  the  intereft  of  any  of  thofe  foreign  minif- 
ters  to  have  a  fecret  divulged  to  them,  which  might 
be  highly  prejudicial  to  his  native  country,  as  well 
as  to  all  its  friends  ;  fuppofe  this  foreign  minifter 
applying  to  him,  and  he  anfwering,  I  will  get  it 
you  ♦,  tell  me  but  what  you  want,  I  will  endeavour 
to  procure  it  for  you  :  Upon  this  he  puts  a  fpeech 
or  two  in  the  mouths  of  fomc  of  his  creatures,  or 
fome  of  his  new  converts  •,  what  he  wants  is  moved 
for  in  Parliament,  and  when  fo  very  reafonable  a 
requeft  as  this  is  refufcd,  fuppofe  him,  and  his  crea- 
tures and  tools,  by  his  advice,  fpreading  the  alarm 
over  the  whole  nation,  and  crying  out,  gendemen, 
our  country  is  at  prefent  involved  in  many  dange- 
rous uiEicuIties,  all  which  we  would  have  extricated 
you  from,  but  a  wicked  minifter  and  a  corrupt 
majority,  1  efufed  us  the  proper  materials ;  and  upon 
this  fcandalous  victory,  this  minifter  became  fo  in- 
folent  as  to  plume  himfelf  in  defiances  :  Let  us  far- 
ther fuppofe  this  anti- minifter  to  have  travelled,  and 
at  every  court  where  he  was,  thinking  himfelf  the 
greatefl  minifter,  and  making  it  his  trade  to  betray 
the  fecrets  of  every  court  wliere  he  had  before  been ; 
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void  of  all  faith  or  honour,  and  betraying  every 
mafter  he  ever  ferved.  Sir,  I  could  carry  my  fup- 
pofitions  a  great  deal  farther,  and  1  may  fay,  I 
mean  no  perfon  now  in  being  -,  but  if  we  can  fuppofc 
fuch  a  one,  can  there  be  imagined  a  greater  dif- 
grace  to  human  nature  than  fuch  a  wretch  as  this  ? 
'  Now,  Sir,  to  be  ferious,  and  to  talk  really  to 
the  lubjedl  in  hand  :  Tho'  the  queflion  has  been 
already  lb  fully  and  fo  handfomely  oppofed,  by  my 
worthy  friend  under  the  gallery,  by  the  learned 
gentleman  near  me,  and  by  feveral  others,  that 
there  is  no  great  occafion  to  fay  any  tiling  farther 
againfl  it  *,  yet,  as  fome  new  matter  has  been  darted 
by  fome  of  the  gentlemen,  who  have  fince  that  time 
fpoke  upon  the  other  fide  of  the  queRion,  I  hope 
the  houfe  will  indulge  me  the  liberty  of  giving 
fome  of  thofe  reafons,  which  induce  me  to  be 
againft  the  motion.  In  general  I  mufl  take  notice 
that  the  nature  of  our  conftitution  feems  to  be  very 
much  miftaken  by  the  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken 
in  favour  of  this  motion.  It  is  certain,  that  ours 
is  a  mixt  government,  and  the  perfedlion  of  our 
conftitution  connfts  in  this,  that  the  monarchical, 
ariftocratical,  and  democratical  forms  of  govern- 
ment, are  mixt  and  interwoven  in  ours,  lo  as  to 
give  us  all  the  advantages  of  each,  v/lthout  fubjed:- 
ing  us  to  the  dangers  and  inconveniences  of  either. 
The  democratical  form  of  government,  vv^hich  is 
the  only  one  I  have  now  occafion  to  take  notici:; 
of,  is  liable  to  thefe  inconveniences.  That  they 
are  generally  too  tedious  in  their  coming  to  any 
refolution,  and  feldom  brifk  and  expeditious  enough 
in  carrying  their  refolutions  into  execution  :  That 
they  are  always  v/avering  in  their  refolutions,  and 
never  fbeady  in  any  of  the  mcalures  they  refolve 
to  purfue  ;  and  that  they  are  often  involved  in 
factions,  feditions  and  infurrec^ions,  which  expofes 
them  to  be  made  the  tools,  if  not  the  prey  of  their 
neighbours ;    Therefcre  in  all  the  regulations  we 
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make,  ^ith  refped  to  our  conftitution,  we  are  to 
guard  againft  running  too  much  into  that  form  of 
government  which  is  properly  called  democratical : 
This  was^  in  my  opinion,  the  effed:  of  the  triennial 
iaw^  and  will  again  be  the  effed,  if  ever  it  fhould 
be  reftored. 

'  That  triennial  eledlions  would  make  our  go- 
vernment too  tedious  in  all  their  refolves,  is  evident ; 
becaufe,  in  fuch  cafe,  no  prudent  adminiilration 
would  ever  refolve  upon  any  meafure  of  confequence, 
till  they  had  felt  not  only  the  pulfe  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, but  the  pulfe  of  the  people  •,  and  the  mini- 
ilers  of  ftate  would  always  labour  under  this  difad- 
vantage,  that,  as  fecrets  of  ftate  muft  not  be  imme- 
diately divulged,  their  enemies  ( and  enemies 
they  will  always  have)  would  have  a  handle  for 
expofing  their  meafures,  and  rendering  them  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  people,  and  thereby  carrying  per- 
haps a  new  eledion  againft  them,  before  they  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  their  meafures, 
by  divulging  thofe  fads  and  circumftances,  from 
whence  the  juftice  and  the  wifdom  of  their  meafures 
would  clearly  appear. 

'  Then,  Sir,  it  is  by  experience  well  known,  tha-t 
what  is  called  the  populace  of  every  country,  are 
apt  to  be  too  much  elated  with  fuccels,  and  too 
much  dejeded  with  every  misfortune  *,  this  makes 
them  wavering  in  their  opinions  about  aftairs  of 
ftate,  and  never  long  of  the  fame  mind  ;  and  as 
this  houfe  is  chofen  by  the  free  and  unbialfed  voice 
of  the  people  in  general,  if  this  choice  were  fo  often 
renewed,  we  might  exped,  that  this  houfe  would 
be  as  wavering,  and  as  unftcady  as  the  people 
ufualJy  are;  and  it  being  impoflible  to  carry  on  the 
public  aftairs  of  the  nation,  without  the  concurrence 
of  this  houfe,  the  minifters  would  always  be  obliged 
to  comply,  and  confequently,  would  be  obliged 
to  change  their  meafures,  as  often  as  the  people 
changed  their  minds. 

'  With 
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*  With  feptennial  Parliame?its,  Sir,  wc  arc  not 
'  expofed  to  either  of  thcfe  misfortunes,  becaufc,  if 
'  the  minifters,  after  having  felt  the  puHo  of  the  Par- 

*  liament,  which  they  can  always  Ibon  do,   refolve 

*  upon    any  meafures,  they    have   generally  time 

*  nough  before  the  new  eledions  come  on,    to  give 

*  the  people  a  proper  information,  in  order  to  fliew 

*  them  the  juftice  and  the  wifdom  of  the  meafures 
'  they  have  purfued  ;  and  if  the  people  fhould  at 
'  any  time   be  too   much  elated,  or  too  much  de- 

*  jedled,  or  fliould  without   a   caufe   change  their 

*  minds,   thofe  at  the  helm  of  affairs  have  time  to 

*  fet  them  right,  before  a  new  election  comes  on. 

'  As  to  fvi&ion  and  fedition.  Sir,  I  will  grant,  that 
^  in  monarchical  and  ariftocratical  governments,  it 
'  generally  arifes  from  violence  and  opprefTion  *,  but 
'  in  democratical  goverments,  it  always  arifes  from 
'  the  people's  having  too  great  a  (hare  in  the  go- 
'  vernment  •,  for  in  all  countries,  and  in  all  govern- 
^  ments,  there  always  will  be  many  fa'flious  and 
'  unquiet  fpirits,  who  can  never  be  at  reft  either  in 
'  power  or  out  of  power :  When  in  power,  they  are 
'  never  eafy,  unlefs  every  man  fubmits  intirely  to 

■  their  diredion,  and  when  out  of  power,  they  are 

*  always  working  and  intriguing  againft  thofe  that 

*  are  in,  without  any  regard  to  juftice,  or  to  the 
'  iptereft  of  their  country  :  In  popular  governments 
'  fuch  men  have  too  much  game,  they  have  too 
'  many  opportunities  for  working  upon  and  corrupt- 

■  ing  the  minds  of  the  people,  in  order  to  give  them 
a  bad  imprefllon  of,  and  to  raife  difcontents  againft, 

'  thofe  that  have  the  management  of  the  public  af- 
fairs for  the  time  ;  and  thefe  difcontents  often 
break  out  into  feditions  and  in  fur  red  ions.  This, 
Sir,  would  in  my  opinion  be  our  misfortune,  if 
our  Parliaments  were  either  annual  or  triennial : 
By  fuch  frequent  elections,  there  would  be  fo 
much  power  thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  people, 
as  would  deftroy  that  equal  mixture,  which  is  the 
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benuty  of  our  conftitution  :  In  fliort,   our  govern- 
ment would  really  become  a  democratical  govern- 
ment, and  might  from  thence  very  probably  di- 
verge into  a  tyrannical.  Therefore,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  our  conftitution,  in  order  to  prevent  our  fal- 
ling under  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power,  we  ought 
to  preferve  that   law,    which  I   really  think  has 
brought  our  conftitution  to  a  m.ore  equal  mixture, 
and  confequently  to  a  greater  perfedion  than  it  was 
ever  in,  before  that  law  took  place. 
'  As  to  bribery  and  corruption,  Sir,   if  it  were 
poiTible  to  influence,  by  fuch  bafe  means,    the  ma- 
jority of  the  eledors  of  Great  Britain^  to  choofe  fuch 
men  as  would  probably  give  up  their  liberties  ;  if  it 
werepofiible  to  influence,  by  fuch  means,  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  this  houfe,  to  confent  to  the 
eflablifliment  of  arbitrary  power,   I  fhould  readily 
allow,   that  the  calculations  made  by  the  gentle- 
men of  the  odier  fide  were  juft,  and  their  inference 
true  -,  but  I  am  perfuaded,  that  neither  of  thefe  is 
podible.     As  the  members  of  this  houfe  generally 
are,  and   mud  always  be,  geiulemiCn  of  fortune 
and  figure  in  their  country  •,  is  it  poffible  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  any  of  them  could,  by  a  penfion,  or  a 
pod,  be  influenced  to  confent  to  the  overthrow  of 
our  conftitution  •,  by  which  the  enjoyment,   not 
only  of  vi^hat  he  got,  but  of  what  he  before  had, 
would  be  rendered  altogether  precarious.     I  will 
allow.  Sir,  that  with  refpecl  to  bribery,  the  price 
muft  be  higher  or  lower,  generally  in  proportion 
to  the  virtue  of  the  man  who  is  to  be  bribed  ;   but 
it  muft  likewife  be  granted,  that  the  humour  he 
happens  to  be  in  at  the  time,  the  fpirit  he  happens 
to  be  endowed  with,   adds  a  great  deal  to  his  vir- 
tue :  When  no  encroachments  are  made  upon  the 
rights  of  the  people,  when  the  people  do  not  think 
themfelves  in  any  danger,  there  may  be  many  of 
the  eleftors,  who,  by  a  bribe  of  ten  guineas,  might 
IpC'  induced  to  vote  for  qne  candidate  rather  than 
I  ^  another  i 
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*  another  •,  but  if  the  court  were  making  any  en- 

*  croachments  upon  the  rights  of  the  people,   a  pro- 

*  per  fpirit  would,  without  doubt,  arife  in  the  nation  ; 
'  and,  in  fucha  cafe,  I  am  perfuaded,  that  none,  or 

*  very  few,  even  of  fuch  ele6lors,  could  be  induced 
'  to  vote  for  a  court  candidate  ;  no,  not  for  ten  times 
'  the  fum. 

*  There  may.    Sir,   be  fome  bribery  and  corrup- 

*  tion  in  the  nation  ;  I  am  afraid  there  will  always 

*  be  fome  i  but  it  is  no  proof  of  it,  that  ilrangers  arc 
^  fometimes  chofen  •,  for  a  gentleman  may  have  fo 
'  much  natural  influence  over  a  borough  in  his  neigh- 

*  bourhood,    as  to  be  able  to  prevail  with  them  to 

*  choofe  any  pcrfon  he  pleafes  to  recommend;  and  if 

*  upon  fuch  recommendation  they  choofe  one  or  two 

*  of  his  friends,   who  are  perhaps  ftrangjrs  to  them, 

*  it  is  not  from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that  the  two 
'  llrangers  were  chofen  their  reprefentativ^es  by  the 
"^  means  of  bribery  and  corruption. 

'  To  infinuate.    Sir,   that  money  may  be  ifTued 

'^  from  the  public  treafury  for  bribing  eledions,    is 

'  really  fomething  very  extraordinary,    efpecially  in 

'  thofe  gentlemen  who  know  hov/  many  checks  are 

*  upon  every  fhilling  that  can  be  ilTued  fi-om  thence ; 
'  and  how  regularly  the  money  granted  in  one  year 

*  for  the  public  fervice  of  the  nation,  mud  always 
'  be  accounted  for,  the  very  next  feffion,  in  this 
'  houfe,  and  like  wife  in  the  other,  if  they  have  a 
'  mind  to  call  for  any  fuch  account.  And  as  to  the 
'  gentlemen  in  offices,  if  they  have  any  advantage 
'  over  country  gentlemen,  in  having  fomediing  clfe 
'  to  depend  on  befides  their  own  private  fortunes, 
'  they  have  likewife  many  difadvantages :  They  are 
'  obliged  to  live  here  at  London  with  their  families, 

*  by  which  they  are  put  to  a  much  greater  expence, 
'  than  gentlemen  of  equal  fortunes  who  live  in  the 
'  country :  This  lays  them  under  a  very  great  dif- 
^  advantage,  with  refpecl  to  the  fupporting  their  in- 
\  tereft  in  the  country.     Tlie  country  gentleman,  by 
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living  among  the  eledlors,  and  purchafing  the  ne- 
ceflaries  for  his  family  from  them,   keeps  up  an 
acquaintance  and  correfpondence  with  them,  with- 
out putting  himfelf  to  any  extraordinary  charge  ; 
whereas  a  gentleman  who  lives  in  London^   has  no 
other  way  of  keeping  up  an  acquaintance  or  cor- 
refpondence among  his  friends  in  the  country,  but 
by  going  down  once  or  twice  a  year  at  a  very 
extraordinary   charge,  and  often  without  any  o- 
ther  bufincfs ;  fo  that  we  may  conclude,  a  gen- 
tleman in    office   cannot,    even   in   feven  years, 
fave  much  for   difbributing  in  ready   money,   at 
the  time   of  an  ele^ion  j    and  I  really  believe, 
if  the  fa6l  v/ere  narrowly  inquired  into,  it  would 
appear,   that  the  gentlemen  in  office  are  as  little 
guilty  of  bribing  their  eledors  with  ready  money, 
as  any  odier  fet  of  gentlemen  in  the  kingdom. 
'  That  there  are  ferments  often  raifed  among  the 
people  without  any  juft  caufe,  is  what  I  am  fur- 
prifcd  to  hear  controverted,  fince  very  late  expe- 
rience may  convince  us  of  the  contrary  :  Do  not  we 
know  what  a  ferment  was  raifed  in  the  nation,  to- 
wards the  latter  end  of  the  late  Queen's  reign  ?  And 
it  is  well  known,  what  a  fatal  change  in  the  af- 
'  fairs  of  this   nation  was  introduced,   or  at  lead 
'  confirmed,   by  an  eItr<^ion's  coming  on  while  the 
'  nation  was  in   that  ferment :    Do  not  we  know 

*  what  a  ferment  was  raifed  in  the  nation,  foon 
'  after  his  late  Majefty's  acceffion  ?  And  if  an 
^  eiedion  had  then  been  allowed  to  come  en,  while 
'  the  nation  viras  in  that  ferment,  it  might  perhaps 
'  have  had  as  fatal  effedls  as  the  former  •,  but,  thank 
'  God,  this  was  wifely  provided  againft  by  the  very 
'  law  which  is  now  wanted  to  be  repealed. 

'  It  has  indeed,   Sir,   been  faid.  That  the  chief 

*  motive    for   enabling  that  law,    now   no  longer 

*  exifts  :  I  cannot  admit  that  the  motive  they  mean, 

*  was  the  chief  motive  •,  but  even  that  motive  is 

*  vtry  far  from  having  intirely  ceafed.     Can  gentle- 

I  '  mea 
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'  men  imagine,  that  in  the  fpirit  raifed  in  the  nation 
'  but  about   a  twelvemonth  fince,    Jacohitifm  and 

*  dilaffedion  to   the    prefcnt   government    had    no 

*  fhare  ?  Perhaps  fome  who  might  wifli  well  to  the 
'  prefent  eitabhlhment  did  co-operate,  nay,  I  do 
'  not  know  but  they  were  the  firil  movers  of  that 
*•  fpirit  j  but  it  canoot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  fpirit 
*-  then  raifed  fhould  have  grown  up  to  fuch  a  fer* 

*  ment,  meerly  from  a  propofition,  which  was  ho- 
'  neftly  and  fairly  laid  before  Parliament,  and  Mt 

*  intirely  to  their  determination.     No,  Sir,  the  fpi- 

*  rit  was  perhaps  begun  by  thofe  who   are  truly 

*  friends  to  the  illuftrious  fmiily  we  have  now  upon 
'  the  throne  ;  but  it  was  raifed  to  a  much  greater 

*  height,  than,  I  believe,  even  they  defigned,  by  Ja- 

*  cobites,  and  fuch  as  are  enemies  to  our  prefent  efta- 

*  blifhment,  who  thought  they  never  had  a  fairer 

*  opportunity,  of  bringing  about  what  they  have  fo 

*  long  and  fo  unfuccefsfully  wifhed  for,  than  that 

*  which  had  been  furnifhed  them  by  thofe  who  firfl 
'  raifed  that  fpirit.     I  hope  the  people  have  now  in 

*  a  great  meafure  come  to  themfelves,  and  therefore 

*  I  doubt  not  but  the  next  elections  will  fhew,  that, 

*  when  they  are  left  to  judge  coolly,  they  can  di- 
'  ftinguilh  between  the  real  and  the  pretended  friends 
'  to  the  government :  But  I  muft  fay,  if  the  ferment 
'  then  raifed  in  the  nation  had  not  already  greatly 
'  fubfided,    I  fhould  have  thought  a  new  eledion  a 

*  very  dangerous  experiment  ;  and,  as  fuch  ferments 
'  may  hereafter  often  happen,  I  mull  think  that  fre- 

*  quent  elections  will  always  be  dangerous  ;  for  which 
'  reafon,  in  io  far  as  I  can  fee  at  prefent,  I  fhall,  I 
'  believe,  at  all  times,  think  it  a  very  dangerous  ex- 

*  perim.ent  to  repeal  the  feplemiial  hilL'* 

Thefe  were  the  only  gentlemen  who  fpokc  in  this  Divij'ioi:. 
debate,    except    Edward  Harle)\    Elq-,    and    IVil- 
Viam  ShippeUy    Efq-,    who  both  fpoke    in  favour  of 
th^  queftlon,  after  Mr.  Cornwallisy  and  before  Coh 

Bladen ; 
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Bladen  ;  and  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  who  fpoke  like- 
wife  in  favour  of  thequeflion,  and  nexc  after  him  Sir 
William  Tonge.  Upon  a  divifion,  the  queftion  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  by  247  to  184. 

As  this  was  a  queflion  of  the  utmofi  conjequence,  we 
have  fuhjoined  a  liji  of  thofe  who  voted  for  and  againjl 
it. 

A  complete  liji  of  the  members  'who  voted  for  and 
againjl  the  repealing  the  feptennial  Adl. 

Thofe  marked  {a)  fpoke  in  the  debate. 

For.  Againjl. 

Bedfordjhire.  Bedfordjhire. 

CHarles  Leigh,  Efq;    Sir  Rowland  Alfton/ 
Sir    Jer.  Vanacker    JohnOriebar,  Efq-, 
Sambrook. 

Berks.  Berks, 

Wincomb  Packer,  Efq;    Lord     Vere     Beauclerc^ 

— Archer,  Efq;         Commijfioner  of  the  Navy. 

George  Lewen,  Efq*,        William    Hucks,    Efq-, 

Brewer  to  the  King's 
Houfhold, 
RobertHucks,Efq-,^ijy6';/. 
Bucks.  Bucks. 

Sir  William  Stanhope,      Thomas  Ingoldesby,Efq', 
Sir  Thomas  Lee, 
Henry  Waller,  Efq; 
Sir  Charles  Vernon, 
Marmaduke     Allington, 

Efq; 
Thomas  Lutwich,  Efq; 
Lord  Vifcount  Limerick, 
Edmund  Waller,  Efq; 
Sir  Thomas  Hobby. 

Ca7nl?ridge- 
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'For.  Againfi. 
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CamhridgeJJjire. 
(a)  Sir  John  Hynde-Cot- 

ton, 
Tho.  ScLiter  Dacon,  Efq; 

Chcjhire. 
{a)  Ch:irles    Cholmonde- 

^  ley,  Elq-, 
Sir  Robert  Grofvenor, 
Sir  Charles  Buiibury. 

Cornwall, 
(a)  Sir  John  St.  Aubin, 
Sir  William  Carew, 
Arthur  Tremaine,  Efq-, 
Hugh  Bofcawen,  Efq; 
Sidney  Meadows,  Efq; 
Philip  Hawkins,  Efq; 
Sir  Cecil  Bifliop, 
Jonathan  Rafhleigh,Efq*, 
Sir  William  Morrice, 
Henry  Vane,  Efq; 


Ca7nhnilgejkire, 
Tho.  Tpwnfhcnd,  Efq; 
I'eller  of  the  Exchefiuer, 

CheJInre, 


Cornwall, 
Thomas   Clutterbuck, 

Efq;  ComviiJJwner  of  the 

Admiralty^ 
Colonel  Cope,  Colonel  of  a 

Regiment^ 
Edward   Walpole,    Efq; 

Joint   Secretary  of  the 

Treafuryy   and  Collet  or 

inward  of  the  CuflomSy 
Sir  John  Heathcote, 
John  Evelyn,  Efq;  Groom 

cfthe  Bed- chamber  to  the 

Prince^ 
John  Harris,  Efq; 
Lord  Glenorchy, 
Corbet,    Efq;   Un- 

der-fecretary  of  the  Ad- 

7niraltv^ 
Thomas  Hales, Efq;  Clerk 

of  the  Green- cloth, 
(a)  John  Willes,Efq;  At^ 

torney -General  t 
Thomas    Walker,    Efq; 
J.    Surveyor  general  of  his 

Majejifs  land  revenues^ 
Ifa4C  Leheup,  Efq; 


Cumber' 


Ij6 


Parliament^^ry    a.  1734. 

For.  Againft, 


Charles  Longueville,  Efq-, 

Auditor  to  the  ^een^ 
Matthew  Ducie  Moreton, 

Efq; 
John  Goddard,  Efq;  Com- 
'  miffioner    to  fettle    the 

Merchants  Lojfes  by  the 

Spaniards, 
John  Hedges,  Efq;  Trea- 

furer  to  the  Prince^ 
Major  Cholmondeley, 

Efq;  Governor  of  Che- 

fter  Caftle, 
Sir  Robert  Rich,  Colonel  of 

Horfe^  and  Groom  .of  the 

Bed-chamber  to  the  Kingj 
Henry  Knollys,  Efq-, 
Richard  Elliot,  Efq-,  Au- 
ditor to  the  Prince^ 
Dudley  Ryder,  Efq;  So-, 

licitor-generaly 
Henry  Kelfal,  Efq;  Clerk 

of  the  Treafury., 
Thomas  Earring  en,  '^/q; 

Receiver  of  the  P.evenues 

in  Wako. 
Thomas  H;-:  s^ert,  Efq; 
William  E         ':  q; 
Thomas  Cop.       ..,   Efq; 

a  Place  in  :.   '^^d. 
CurnberlarJ. 
Colonel  Howard,  Colonel 

of  the  Guards, 
Derbyfhire^ 


Cumberland. 
John  Hilton,  Efq; 

Derbyfhire, 
Lord  James  Cavendifh. 
Charles  Stanhope,  Efq; 


Devon- 
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For. 

Bevon/hirc. 
Sir  William  Courtney, 
Henry  Rolle,  Efq-, 
Francis  Drew,  Efq; 
Theophilus  Fortefcue, 

Efq; 
John  Fuller,  Efq; 
Sir  Humphrey  Monoux, 
Richard  Reynell,  Efq-, 
Richard  Coffin,  Efq-, 


Borfetjhire. 
George  Chaffin,  Efq; 
Edmund  Moreton  Pley- 

dell,  Efq-, 
John  Brown,  Efq-, 
Sir  Edward  Defbouverie, 
John  Banks,  Efq; 


Agai7ifl, 

DevonJJjire, 
Sir  Charles  Wills,  Colonel 

of  the  Guards,  and  Lieu- 
tenant -  General    of   the 

Ordnance, 
Sir  Henry  Gough, 
Robert  Byng,  Efq;  Com- 

rnijjimer  of  the  Navy, 
Arthur  Stert,  Efq-,   Com- 

iniffioner    to  fettle    the 

Merchants  Lojfes  by  the 

Spaniards, 
Richard  Edgcomb,  E(q; 

Vice-treafurer  oflrd^nd^ 
{a)  Sir  William  Yonge, 

Commifjloner  of  the  Trea- 

fury^ 
George  Treby,  Efq-,  Ma- 

Jler  of  the  Houfhold, 
Sir  Archer  Croft,    Cofn- 

miffioner  of  Trade ^ 
Colonel  Morden, 
Sir  Francis  Drake. 
Dorfetfhire, 
George  Trenchard,  Efq; 
Thomas  Windham,  Efq; 
Holt  Henley,  Efq;  Clerk 

of  the  Pi_pe, 
Thomas  Pearfe,  Commlf 

fioner  of  the  Navy, 
George  Doddington,  Efq; 
John  Jewkes,  Efq; 
William  Bowles,  Efq; 
Stephen  Fox,    Efq; 
Nathaniel  Gould,  Efq; 
John  Bond,   Efq; 
Edward  Tucker,  Efq; 
Durham, 


»f7 
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.  For.  Againft. 


Durham, 
George  Bowes,  Efq; 
Robert  Shaftoe,  Efq-, 

EJJeiC, 
Sir  Robert  Abdy, 
Thomas  Bramfton,  Efq-, 


GloiKefterJhiri, 
Benjamin  Bathurft,  Efqt 
Thomas  Mafter,  Efq-, 
Peter  Bathurft,  Efq-, 


Hereford/hire, 
(a)  Edward  Harley,Efq-, 
Velters  Cornwall,  Efq; 
Thomas  Winford^  Efq-, 
Lord  Bateman. 

Hertfordfmre. 
Sir  Thomas  Seabright, 
Charles  Caefar,  Efq-, 
John  Merril,   Efq-, 

Hiintingf  on/hire, 
John  Bigg, 'Efq-, 
Edward  Wortley,  Efq; 

Kent, 
Sir  Roger  Meredith,  ^ 
Sir  Edward  Deering, 
John  Finch,  Efqj 


.Durham. 


Ejfex, 
Stamp  Brooksbank,  Efq; 
Samuel    Tufnel ,     Efq ; 

Commijfioner  for  fettling 

commerce^ 
Henry  Parfons,Efqv  Com- 

mijfoner  of  tht  Visual- 

ing. 
Lord  Egmont, 
Sir  Philip  Parker. 

Glouceflerfhire. 
Colonel  Berkeley, 
Sir  J.  Button, 
Charles  Selwin,    Efq;  £- 

qiierry  to  the  ^een^ 
George  Read,  Efq;  Ma- 
jor of  the  Guards^ 
Herefordfhlre, 
Lord  Carnarvon,  Lord  of 

the  Bed- chamber  to  the 

Prince^ 
Sir  George  Cafwall, 
Uvedal  Price,  Efq; 
Hertfordfmre, 
Lord  Grimftone, 
Sir  Thomas  Clark, 
George  Harrifon,  Efq; 

HuntingtonfJoire. 
Robert  Pigott,  Efq; 

Kent. 
Sir  John  Jennings,    Go- 
vernor    of    Greenwich 

lloffxtaly 

Lanca^ 
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i^P 


LancaJJAre, 
(a)  Sir  Edward  Stanley, 
Richard    Shutdeworth, 

Efq; 
N  icholasFazakerley  jEfq; 
Sir  Thomas  Lowtber, 
(^)WilliamShippen,Efq-, 
Legh  Mafter,  Efq; 
Peter  Bold,  Efq; 
Thomas  Lifter,  Efq; 
Sir  Thomas  Afton. 
Leicefter/hire. 
Ambrofe  Philips,  Efq; 
Sir  George  Beaumont, 
George  Wright,  Efq; 

Lmcolnfiire. 
Sir  Thomas  Saunderfon, 
Robert  Viner,  Efq; 
Charles  Hall,  Efq; 
Lord  Colerain, 
John  Page,  Efq; 
Robert  Shirley,  Efq; 
Sir  Michael  Newton. 

Middiefex, 
Sir  Francis  Child, 
(a)  Sir  John  Barnard, 
Micaj ah  Perry,  Efq; 
Humphry  Parfons,  Efq; 


Thomas  Hope,   Efq; 
Sir  George  Saunders,C(?/«- 

mijfioner  of  the  Jdmi- 

rally, 
Richard  Evans,  Efq;  De- 

puty-governor  of  Sheer- 

nefs,    and    Captain    of 

Dragoons. 

La7icafhire. 
Chriftopher  Towers, Efq; 

Reverfionary  Auditor  of 

the  Imprefts, 
Sir  Roger  Bradfhaigh, 
Lord  Galway, 
Sir  Harry  HoughtorL 


Leicejlerjhire. 
Lord  William   Manners, 
Lord  of  the  Red- cham- 
ber to  the  King, 
Lincohifljire. 
George  Monfon,  Efq; 


■Middiefex, 
William    Clayton,    Ffq; 

Cormnif/ioner  of  the  Trea- 

fury, 
Sir  John  Eyles. 


Mon- 


i6o 
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Monmouthjhire , 
(a)  Lord  Noel  Somerfet. 

Norfolk, 
Sir  Edmund  Bacon. 


Nor  thamp  ton/hire » 
Sir  Juflinian  Ifham, 
Thomas  Cartwright,  Efqj 
Jo.  Banks,  Efq-, 
Armftead  Parker,  Efq; 
George  Compton,  Efq-, 
Dr.  Lee, 
John  Fynch,   Efq; 

Norths  mberland, 
Ralph  Jenifon,    Efq; 
Nicholas  Fen  wick,  Efq; 
Lord  Morpeth. 


Monmouthjhin, 

Norfolk, 

Walter  Bacon,  Efq; 

(a)  Sir  Robert  Walpole, 
Chancellor   of   the  Ex- 
chequer^  and  Lord   of 
the  Treafitry^ 

Sir  Charles  Turner,  Teller 
of  the  Exchequer^ 

William    Townfliend, 
Efq;  Groom  of  the  Bed- 
chamber to  the  Prince^ 

Horatio  Walpole,  Efq; 
Cofferer^ 

Sir  Edmund  Bacon,  who 
hath  a  grant  of  crown- 
lands  at  Chatham, 

Charles  Fitzroy,  Efq; 
Cornet  and  Mafler  of  the 
Tennis  court, 

Charles  Churchill,    Elq; 
Colonel  of  Dragoons,  and 
Governor  of  Plymouth. 
North  a  inpojifbire. 

Colonel  Montagu,  Colonel 
of  a  Regiment,  and  Go- 
verngr  of  Hull. 


Northjimherland, 
Sir  William  Middleton, 
William  Carr,  Efq; 
(a)  Sir  Thomas  Robinfon, 
George  Liddcl,  Efq; 

Not- 


A.  1734.        DEBATES. 

For.  /Igaittfl. 
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NottinghamflAre, 
William  Levinz,  Efq-, 


Oxen, 
Sir  William  Stapleton, 
Henry  Perrot,  Efq-, 
Lord  Cornbury,  Efq; 
George  Clark,  Efq; 
Thomas  Rowney,  Elq; 
John  Spencer,  Efq*, 
Rutland/hire, 


Salop, 
John  Walcot,  Efq; 
William  Lacon  Child, 

^  Efq; 
Sir  John  Aftley, 
Richard  Lyfter,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Charleton. 

Somerfetjhire, 
(i?)SirWilliam  Windham, 
Thomas  Horner,  Efq; 
Robert  Gay,  Efq; 
Thomas  Edwards,  Efq; 
Thomas  Palmer,  Efq; 
Alexander  Lutcerel,  Efq; 
Thomas  Crifp,  Efq; 
Michael  Hervey,  Efq; 

Vol,  XIL 


Nottingham/hire, 

Thomas  Bennet,  Efq; 

Sir  Robert  Clifton, 

John  White,  Efq; 

Brigadier  Suiion  ^Governor 
of  Guernfey, 

James  Pelham ,  Efq;  Secre-^ 
tary  to  the  Prince,  andtQ 
the  Lord  Chamberlain, 
Qxon, 


Rutland/hire. 
William  Burton,  Efqi 
Thomas  Noel,  Efq; 

Salop, 
Henry  ArthCir   Herbert^ 

Efq;     . 
Samuel  Edwards,Efq;{7;^- 

derTeller  of  the  Exchej. 
Robert  Moore,  Efq; 
John   Plumbtree,    Efq; 

Treafurer  oftbeOrdnance^ 
Somerfetjhire, 
John  Scrope,  Efq;  Secre^ 

tary  of  the  Treafury^ 
General  Wade,  Governor 

(?/ Fort  William, 
William  Peers,  Efq; 
George  Speke,  Efq; 
George  Doddington,  Efq; 

CommiJJloner     of      ths 

Treafiiry, 
M  "  South- 


t6t 


Southampton, 
Amhony  Henley^  Efc|', 
Jofeph  Taylor,  Efq; 
John  Chetwynd,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Barrington, 
William  Powletj  Efq; 


Parliamentary      A.  1754. 
For,  J^ainfl. 


Francis  Whitworth,  Efq; 

Surveyor  of  his  Majejly's 

woods, 
Charles  Locker,  Efq; 
Thomas  Medlicot,   Efq; 

CoimniJJloner  of  the  Re^ 

venues  in  Ireland. 
Southaiupton, 
Lord  Harry  Powlet,C<y;«- 

miffioner  of  the  Admi- 
ralty^ 
Sir  John  Cope^ 
Norton  Powlet,  Efq; 
George  Bridges,  Efq; 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  Com* 

imjfioner  of  the  Admiral- 

Paul  Burrard,  Efq; 
Maurice  Bockland,  Efq; 
George  Huxley, Efq;  Mu- 

fter-  mafter-genera  /, 
(a)  Martin  Bladen,  Efq; 

Com?niffwner  of  Trade ^ 
Charles  Armand  Powletr, 
Efq;  Lieutenant-colonel 
of  Horfe-grenadiers. 
Philip  Lloyd,   Efq;  Cap- 
tain of  Dragoons  y 
Jofeph    Hinxman,    Efq; 
fl^oodzvardofNt\w -ford  t 
(a)    John  Conduit,  Efq; 

Mafler  of  the  Mint. 
John  Selvin,    Efq;  Trea- 

furer  to  the  ^een^ 

J  amesBrudenel  1 ,  Efq;  Co?}i- 

rnilfioner  of  Trade^    and 

G?  'oom  of  the  Bed-  chamber, 

Staffordjhire, 
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For,  Againft, 

Stafford/hire.  Stafford/hire. 

William  Leviibn  Gower,  Richard  Flummer,  E^; 

Efq; 
Sir  Walter  Baggot, 
George  Venabks  Vernon, 

Elq; 
Lord  Chetwynd, 
Jofeph  Nightingale,  Efq; 
Baptift    Levifon  Gower, 

Elq; 
John  Ward,  Efq; 
Lord  Inchequin. 

Suffolk,  Suffolk 

Sir  Robert  Kemp,  William  Wollafton,  Efq*, 

Sir  Jermyn  Davers,  Sir  George  Downing, 

Philip  Broke,  Efq-,  Captain  Purvis, 

Thomas  Wyndham,  Efq^,  Jackfon,  Efqj 

William  Adon,  Efq-,        Carteret  Leathes,  Efq; 
Robert  Kemp,  Efq-,  Colonel  CornwalJis, 

Sir  John  Williams.  {a)  John  Cornwall  is,  Efqj 

Equerry  to  the  Prince^ 
Thomas  Hervey,  Efq;  E- 

querry  to  his  Majejly^ 
Thomas   Norton,     Efq; 
Lieutenant  -governor  of 
ChiiiX' s-hojpital, 
Surrey.  Surrey. 

Thomas  Scawen,  Efq;       Sir  Jofeph  Eyles, 
Thomas  Inwen,  Efq;         Sir  Orlando   Bridgeman, 
Ja.  Cocks,  Efq;  Commijftoner  ofTrade^ 

William  Newland,  Efq;    Sir  William  Clayton, 

Colonel  Onflow, 
Henry  Vincent,   Efq; 
Paul  Docminique,  Efq; 
Commijjioner  of  Trade, 

M.  2  Suffexx 
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^'Por,  Jgainft, 


Sujfex. 
SUmiiel  Ongley,  Efq*, 
Lord  Vane. 


Warwiclijhire, 
Edward  Digby,  Efqv 
Sir  Charles  Mordaunt, 
Sir  William  Keyte, 
C^)WiiliamBromley,Erq-, 

JVeft?noreland, 
(^)Walter  Piummer^Efq-, 


Wtltjhire. 
John  Ivory  Talbot,  Efq-, 
John  How,  Efq; 
(^J  George  Headico:e, 
^  Efq; 

Francis  Annefly,  Efqv 
Francis  Seymour,  Efq; 
Thomas  Harrifon,  Efq; 
2 


Sujfev:, 
{a)  Henry  Pelham,  Efq; 

P ay ?n  after  of  the  Armyy 
James  Butler,  Efq; 
James  Lumley,  Efq; 
Henry    Ingram,    Efq; 

Commijfioner  of  the  Stores 

at  Gibraltar. 
Charles  Eversfield,  Efq4 
Sir  Richard  Mill, 
Thomas  Pelham,  Efq;  of 

Lewes, 
Thomas  Pelham,  Efq;'<?/ 

Stanm.er, 
John  Gould,  Efq; 
James  Hofte,  Efq; 
Jofeph  Dan  vers,  Efq; 
Thomas  Bladen,  Efq; 
Lord  Shannon,  Captain  of 

a  Troop  of  Guards^ 
Warwickfhire, 
Sir  Adolphus  Oughton* 


Weftmoreland. 
Anthony  Lowther,  Efq*, 
Daniel  V/ilfon,  Efq; 
John  Ramfden,  Efq; 

Wiltfhire. 
Thomas  Lewis,  Efq; 
Robert  Herbert,    Efq; 

Commiffioner  in  Ireland, 
Thomas  Martin,  Efq; 
Townfhend   Andrews, 
Efq;  Deputy  Pay-maf- 
kr, 

Edward 
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For,  A^ahijl, 


Edward  Lille,  Efq; 


Wor  c  eft  er /hire. 
Snmuel  Sandys,  Efq; 
Edward  Foley,  Efq-, 
Sir  Jolin  Rufhout. 


Torkjhire, 
Sir  Henry  Slingfby, 
.William  Aiflabie,  Efq, 
John  Yorke,  Efq; 


Horatio  Town fhcnd, Efq-, 
Edward  Aflie,  Efc]-,  Com- 

imjfioner  of  'I'rade, 
William   Ducket,    Efq; 

Major  of  the  Horfe  Gre- 

7mdiers, 
William  Wardour,  Efq; 
Francis  Eyles,  Efq-,  Cap- 
tain in  the  arviy^ 
Gabriel  Roberts,  Efq; 
Giles  Earle,  Efq-,  Clerk  uf 

the  Green- cloth. 
Rawlinfon    Earle,    Efq; 

Clerk  of  the  Ordnance^ 
Chriftopher  Tilfon,  Efq; 

Clerk  of  the  Treafiiry\ 
Sir  Thomas  Read,    Clerk 

of  the  Green- cloth, 
William  Sloper,     Efq-, 

Deputy  Cofferer^ 
Mathew  St.  Quintin,  Efq; 
John  St.  John,  Efq; 
John  Crofs,  Efq; 
Thomas  Gibfon,  Efq; 

Worcefierfhire. 
Sir  R.  Lane. 
Tho.  Winnington,    Efq; 

CommiJfio7ier  to  the  Ad-- 

miralty^ 
John  Rudge,  Efq; 
Crew  Offley,   Efq;    Ge7u 

tleman    of  the    Privy- 

chamber. 

Torkjhire. 
Sir  George  Savile, 
Choi  mondeley    Turner, 

Efq; 
M  3  (^)Wiiriam 
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For.  Jgalnft. 

fa)    William   Pulteney,    Sir  William  Milner, 
Efq.  Edward  Thompfon,  Efq; 

Cofmniffioner  of  the  Vic- 
tualling^ 

Maifter,  Efq; 


George  Crowle,Efq-,  Com- 

mijjloner  of  the  ViEluaU 
ling, 

Richard  Arundel,   Efq; 
Survey  or 'general  of  the 
Works, 

William  Thompfon,  Efq; 

Sir  Conyers  Darcy,  Comp- 
troller of  the  HoufJjold, 

Colonel  Palteney ,  Equerry 
to  the  King, 

James  Tyrrel,  Efq;  Colo- 
nel of  a  Regiment, 

George  Gregory,  Efq; 
Store -keeper  of  the  Ord- 
nance^ 

Henry  Finch,  Efq; 

Sir  William  Wentworth, 

Sir  Thomas  Frankland, 
Commiffioner  of  the  Ad- 
miraliy, 

Charles  Stanhope,  Efq; 

William  Jeffop,  Efq; 
Fulfne  Judge  of  Q\\t^tx, 

l^lr  Charles  Hotham,  CcL 
cfa  Regiment  and  Groom 
of  the  Bed-chamber, 

Leonard  SmeltjEfq-,  Clerk 
of  the  Ordnance, 

Henry  Pierce,  Efq; 

ia)  Sir  William  Lowther, 

Colonel  Mordaunt. 

Cinfiue. 
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1^7 


Fot\ 


Cinque  Ports. 
George  Berkely,  Efq-,' 
Henry  Furnefe,  Efq; 
Phijip  Gybbon,  Efq; 


IVales. 
Lord  Bulkeley, 
William  GwynVaughan, 

Efq; 
Richard  Lloyd,  Efq^, 
{a)    Watkin    Williams^ 

Wynn,  Efq; 
John  Myddleton,  Efq; 
Sir  Roger  Molly n, 
B'dffey  Manfel,  Efq; 
Price  Devercux,  Efq; 
JErafmus  Philips,  Efq; 


Scotland, 
John  Cockburne,  Efq; 
Robert  Dandafs,  Efq; 
Thomas  Erskine,  Efq; 
Captain  in  the  Army^ 
Sir  George  Mackenzie, 
Sir  James  Dalrymplc, 
Captain  Dairy mple, 
Colonel  Dalrymple, 
William  Djti,  Efq; 


ylgainjf. 

Cinque  Ports. 

Thomas  Pelham,  Efq; 

Jofiah  Burchet,  Efq;  Se- 
cretary to  the  Ad?niralty^ 

William  Glanville,  Efq; 

Captain  Hercules  Baker, 

Robert  Briftow, Efq ;C/^ri: 
of  the  Green-clothy 

Peter  Walter,  Efq; 

Sir  William  Gage, 

Hay,  Efq; 

IVales. 

Hugh  Williams,  Efq; 

Lord  Lisburne, 

Sir  Nicholas  Williams, 

Arthur  Bevan,  Efq; 

Captain  John  Griffith, 

Thomas  Wynne,  Efq; 
Clerk  of  the  Green-clothy 

Salusbury  Lloyd,  Elq; 

John  Campbell,  Efq; 

William  (Jwen,  Efq; 

Sir  Humphry  Howarth, 

Thomas  Lewis, Efq ;C/^r^ 
of  the  Bills  of  the  Cuf- 
toms. 

Scotland. 

Sir  James  Campbell, 

Colonel  John   Campbell, 

Charles  Ereskine,Efq;  So- 
licitor-general for  Scot- 
land, 

Alexander  Brodie,  Efq; 
Lyon  King  at  Arms^ 

Sir  James  Grant, 

Colonel  J.  Scot, 

M  4  John 
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John  Murray,  Efq-^  Lord  Archibald  Hamil- 

Sir  John  Bruce^  ton  ^  Commifftoner  of  the 

*    '  .      Admiralty^ 

Alex.  Hamilton,  Efqv 

Robert  Douglas,  Efq; 

James  Rutherford,  Efq; 

Henry  Cunningham,  Efq; 
Commijjary  of  the  Miif^ 
ters  in  Scotland. 

Sir  J.  Fergufon, 
-  Colonel  Midleton, 

William  'Steuarr,     Efq; 
Paymafler  of  the  Pen^ 
fions^ 
<.  Colonel  Anftruther,  Tie- 

j)Uty  Governor  of  Mi- 
norca, 

Major  Sinclair, 

Peter  Campbell,  Efq; 

John  Drummond,  Efq; 
Co7nmtffary  fof  fettling 
Commerce^ 

Duncan  Forbes,  Efq;  Ad^ 
vocate  ^Scodand, 

Daniel  Campbell,  Efq; 

Sir  Robert  Monro, 

Sir  J.  Nafemith. 


Tellers. 

Sir  John  St.  Aubin,  Sir  William  Yonge, 

William  Bromley,  Efq;     Sir  Thomas  Robinfon* 


On 
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ON  Monday  the  18th  day  of  March^  the  hoiifc 
of  Commons  came  to  the  following  refolu- 
tions,  and  made  the  following  orders,  viz, 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con. 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prcfented  to  his 
'  Majefty,  to  congratulate  his  Majefty  on  the  happy 

*  nuptials  of  the  Princefs  Royal  and  his  Highncfs 

*  the  Prince  of  Orange, "" 

Ordered, 

*  That  the  faid  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  by  fuch  members  of  this  houfe  as  are  of  his 
^  Majefty's  mod  hon.  privy  council.' 

Refolvedy  Nem.  Con. 

*  That  this  houfe  do  congratulate  her  Majefty  on 

*  thefe  happy  nuptials.' 

Ordered, 
'  That  the  Lord  William  Manners,  Mr.  Bromley 
^  of  Cafnbrid^ejhire,    Sir  tVillia?n  Ihige,  Sir  John 

*  Rujhout,  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  Mr.  Clutterhuck,  Sir 

*  George  Savile 9  Sir  lVillia?n  Clayton,  Sir  John  Heal b- 

*  cote,   Mr.  Lewis  o{  Sober  ton,  Mr.  Buncombe,  and 

*  Sir  James  Campbell  do  attend  her  Majefty  with  this 

*  congratulation.' 

Refolved,  Nem.  Con. 

*  That  a  congratulatory  meflage  be  fent  to  the 

*  Princefs  Royal,  and  his  Highnefs  the  Prince  of 
'  Orange,  on  this  happy  occafion.' 

Ordered, 

*  That  the  Lord  Charles  CavendiJJj,  Mr.  King, 

*  Sir  Thomas  Saunderfon,  Mr  Lowtber,  Mr.  Trench' 

*  ard,    Mr.   Edward  Walpole,    Mr.  Sandfs,    Mr. 

*  IVinnington^    Mr,    Vincent,    and    Mr.  Spoke,    do 

*  attend 
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*  attend  the  Princefs  Royal  and  his  HIghnefs  the 

*  Prince  of  Orange  with  the  faid  meflage. 

Ordered,  Nem.  Con. 
*  That  a  bill  be  brought  in  for  exhibiting  a  bill  in 

*  this  prefent  Parliament,  for  naturalizing  his  High- 

*  nefs  the  Prince  of  Orange  ;  and  that  Mr.  PuUeney, 

*  Mr.  JValpole,  Mr.  Sandys,  Sh*  William  Tonge,  Mr. 
'  Trenchard,  Mr.  Gyhbon,  and  Colonel  Mordaunt  do 
'  prepare  and  bring  in  the  fame.' 

The  houfe  of  Lords  came  likewife  to  the  fame 
fort  of  refolutions,  with  refperfl:  to  the  congratulations 
mpon  this  occafion. 

The  bill  for  exhibiting  a  bill  for  naturalizing  the 
Prince  of  Orange  v/as  brought  in  and  pafled  next 
day  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  ordered  to 
be  carried  to  the  Lords  for  their  concurrence,  where 
it  was  likewife  pafled,  and  returned  to  the  houfe  of 
Commons  on  JVednefday  the  20th:   And 

On  the  2 1  ft  his  Majefty  came  to  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  and  gave  the  royal  affent  to  it,  and  fonic  other 
bills. 

The  fame  day  a  bill  was  brought  down  from  the 
Lords,  intitled.  An  a^  for  naturalizing  the  moft  fe^ 
rene  Prince  William  Charles  Henry  Frifo,  Prince  of 
Orange  and  NafTau,  which  was  that  evening  three 
times  read  by  the  Commons,  and  pafTed  ISlemine 
Contradicente. 

ON  Thurfday  the  28th  of  March,  his  Grace  the 
Duke  o'i  Newcaftle,  one  of  his  Majefty's  princi- 
pal fecretaries  of  ftate,  acquainted  the  houfe  of  Lord?, 
that  he  had  a  meffage  from  his  Majefiy  to  that  houfe, 
figned  by  his  Majelty,  which  he  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  and  the  fame,  being  read  by  the  Lord  Chaa- 
cellor,  was  to  the  effeft  following,  'viz, 

'  That 
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'  That  as  the  war  which  had  broke  one  in  Europe^  His  Ma- 
unhappily  continued,  his  Majcfty  had  nothing  more  j^'^^y'^ 
at  heart,  than  to  fee  that  flame  extinguifhed,  and  *^^^^p 
to  avoid,  if  pofTible,  the  engaging  his  fubjeas  in  jioul'e  of 
the  hazards  and  expcnce  of  a  war  •,  being  at  the  Lords, 
fame  time  defirous,  neither  to  give  any  juft  alarm 
to  other  nations,  nor  to  fubjccl  himfclf  to  any  un- 
provoked infuks. 

*  That  to  the  end  his  Majefty's  endeavours,  in 
conjundlion  with  his  allies,  for  procuring  an  accom- 
modation, might  in  due  time  have  the  defired  ef- 
fedl ;  and  that  his  Majefty  might  be  in  a  condition 
to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  honour,  juftice 
and  prudence,  might  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  and 
contrad: ;  and  that  his  kingdoms  might  not  be  lefc 
expofed  to  any  defpcrate  attempts,  during  fuch 
time,  as  it  might  be  impofllble  for  his  Majcfty  to 
have  the  immediate  advice  and  affifbance  of  his 
great  council,  upon  any  emergency  arifing  from  the 
prefent  poflure  of  affairs  in  Europe^  which  might 
nearly  concern  the  Jntereft  and  fafety  of  thefe  king- 
doms ;  his  Majefty  hoped  that  he  fliould  be  en- 
abled and  fupported  by  his  ParliamiCnt,  in  making 
fuch  farther  au2;mentation  of  his  forces,  either  bv 
fea  or  land,  as  might  be  abfolutely  necefiliry  for  the 
honour  and  defence  of  his  kingdoms,  and  in  con- 
certing fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  affairs 
might  require. 

'  That  whatever  expence  fhould  be  thereby  occa- 
fioned,  (liould  be  made  in  as  frugal  a  manner  as 
was  pofTible,  and  that  an  account  thereof  fhould 
be  laid  before  the  next  Parliament/ 

This  meliLige  the  houfe  refolved  to  take  into  con-  MciTr.ge 
fideration  next  day  •,  and  accordingly  the  next  day,  t;iuen  w.zo 
h^'ing  Friday  the  29th,  the  houfe  proceeded  to  take  *^5^''^^'^'^-^'^' 
the    fame    into    confideration  *,    and    the  Duke  of  ' 
f^swcajik  flood  up  and  fpoke  as  follows,  "I'iz, 

I  '  My  / 


1/2 
Duke  of 

Neavcajile 
hisfpeech. 
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*  My  Lords,  as  his  Majefty  has  been  always  care- 
ful not  to  put  his  people  to  any  greater  expence, 
than  what  was  abfolutely  neceflary  for  their  own 
fafety,  fo  in  the  beginning  of  this  felTion  of  Par- 
liament he  asked  for  no  greater  augmentation, 
either  of  land  or  fea  forces,  than  what  he  thought 
was  neceflary  for  the  defence  of  this  nation  *,  and 
after  the  mod  mature  deliberation,  his  Majefty's 
demands  upon  that  occafion,  were  thought  fo  juil 
and  reafonable,  that  they  were  agreed  to  by  both 
houfes  of  Parliament. 

*  There  was  then,  my  Lords,  a  war  broke  out  in 
Europe^  which  made  it  neceffary  for  us  to  make 
fome  little  addition  to  our  naval  force  at  home,  and 
to  the  garrifons  of  our  fortified  places  abroad  j  but 
as  we  did  not  (land  obliged  by  any  former  engage- 
ment, to  take  any  fhare  in  that  war,  therefore  the 
expence  we  have  as  yet  put  ourfel  ves  to,  upon  that 
occafion,  is  but  very  inconfiderable  •,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty has  not  yet  engaged  himfelf  upon  either  fide 
of  the  queftion,  as  there  has  not  fince  any  alteration 
happened,  with  refpedt  to  the  circumftances  of 
Great  Britain  in  particular,  fo  his  Majefty  does  not 
think  it  necefifary  for  us  to  put  ourfelves  imme- 
diately to  any  greater  expence  than  what  was  then 
judged  to  be  neceflary  •,  but  as  the  fate  of  war  is 
very  uncertain,  and  as  the  liberties  o{  Europe  very 
much  depend  upon  the  event  of  the  prelent  war, 
therefore  it  is  impoflible  to  forefee,  but  that  his  Ma- 
jefty may  be  obliged  to  take  fome  fhare  in  the  war, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  balance  of  power,  on 
which  depend  the  liberties  of  Europe^  and  confe- 
quendy,  the  liberties  of  this  kingdom. 

*  If  then,  my  Lords,  upon  any  future  and  fudden 
emergency,  his  Majefty  fhould  find  himfelf  under 
a  neceflity  of  immediately  joining  cither  one  fide 
or  the  other,  we  may  moft  certainly  expedl,  that 
thofe  he  joins  againft,  will  endeavour  to  infujc  or 
invade  this  nation,  efpecially  if  they  know  that  we 

'  are 
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'  are  no  way  prepared  for  our  defence  :  Nay,   I  do 

*  not  know  but  that  our  continuing  neutral  may  dif- 
'  oblige  both  fides  -,  and  if  cither  can  expect  to  en- 

*  gage  this  nation  in  their  flivour,  by  producing  a 
'  change  in  our  government,  they  will  probably,  for 

*  that  purpofe,  attempt  to  invade  us,  if  they  fhould 
'  be  encouraged  to  make  fuch  an  attempt,  by  our 
'  prefent  government's  not  being  in  a  proper  condi- 
'  tion  to  refifl:  them.  There  is  not  indeed  any  occafion 
'  at  prefent  to  fear  fach  attempts  *,  there  is  not  the 
'  leaft  appearance  that  any  of  the  powers  now  en- 

*  gaged  in  war,  will  attempt  to  offer  us  any  infult ; 

*  but  as  the  politics  and  refolutions  of  foreign  courts 

*  are  not  to  be  depended  upon,  as  no  perfon  can  pre- 
'  tend  to  forefee  every  thing  that  may  happen,  his 

*  Majefty  is  willing  to  hav^c  it  is  his  power  to  pro- 
'  vide  in  time  againft  the  worft;  and  I  think  we  are 

*  in  duty  bound  to  enable  him  to  do  fo  ;  therefore  I 
'  hope  your  Lordlhips  will  agree  to  the  motion  I  am 

*  to  make,  which  is.  That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould 

*  be  prefented  to  his  Majelty,  declaring  our  duty  and 
^  fidelity  to  him,   and  the  intire  confidence  werepofe 

*  in  his  royal  care  and  wifdom,   and  in  his  endea- 

*  vours  for  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  and  for  re- 
^  iloring  the  peace  of  Europe  ;  to  exprefs  the  jufl 

*  fenfe  we  have  of  his  Majefty's  attention  to  the  true 

*  intereft   of  his  people,  in  previoufly  taking  the 

*  advice  of  this  houfe,  in  order  to  make  the  neceffary 

*  provifions  againft  any  emergencies  arifing  from 

*  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  in  Europe^  efpecially 

*  during  the  interval  of  Parliament  ;  to  defire  his 
'  Majefty  to  make  fuch  augmentation  of  his  forces  by 

*  fea  or  land,  as  his  Majefty  fhall  judge  neceffary, 

*  and  to  concert  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of 
'  affairs  fhall  require  ;  and   to  affure  his  Majefty, 

*  that  this  houfe  will  not  be  wanting  in  their  duty,  in 

*  effedlually  enabling  his  Majefty  to  make  good  all 

*  the  extraordinary  expence  that  may  be  incurred, 
^  and   to  fulfil  all  the  engagements  that   may  be 

entered 
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entered  into  by  his  Majefty,  for  the  honour,  in- 
tereft  and  defence  of  his  kingdoms.* 


•O" 


LovdCar-  Lord  Carteret.  '  My  Lords,  as  no  fort  of  in- 
terefs  <■  formation  has  been  given  to  this  houfe  about  the 
Cpeech.      t  prefent  ftate  of  our  foreign  affairs,  or  about  the 

*  engagements  we  now  he  under,  with  refped  to  all 

*  or  any  of  the  powers  engaged  in  war  ;  as  every 
'  thing  tending  to  give  us  fuch  information  has  been 
'  denied,  it  cannot  be  expeded  that  I,  or  any  other 

*  Lord,  who  has  not  had  the  honour  to  be  admitted 
*-  into  that  fecret,  fliould  fpeak  fo  fully  to  the  prefent 

*  queftion,  as  we  might  othervvife  have  done.  As 
'  for  myfelf,  I  think  I  cannot  fpeak  properly  to  it, 

*  in  any  other  way,  than  as  it  relates  to  cur  own  con- 
'  flirution,  and  in  that  light  I  cannot  but  be  againft 
'  it ;  for  it  mud  be  admitted,  that  the  demand  now 

*  made  upon  us,  is  a  demand  of  very  extraordinary 

*  nature  •,  it  is  fuch  a  demand,  as  ought  never  to  be 
'  complied  with,  but  when  the  nation  is  in  the  molt 
'  imminent  danger  i  and  even  in  fuch  a  cafe,  the 
'  reafons  for  apprehending  fuch  a  danger  ought  to 
'  be  communicated  to  this  houfe  in  a  regular  manner, 

*  before  vve  can  either  in  honour  or  duty  comply 
'  with  it. 

'  It  has  always,   my  Lords,  been  admitted,  that 

*  fpeeches  from  the  tlirone  are  to  be  looked  on  as 
>  fpeeches  from  the  minifters  of  ftate :  Upon  thii 

*  footing  it  is  that  this  houfe  has  always,  with  a  great 
'  deal  of  freedom,  taken  fuch  fpeeches  into  their 
'  confideration  -,  and  I  mud  be  of  opinion  that  mef- 
'  figes  fi'om  his  Majeiiy  to  this  houfe,    are  to  be 

*  looked  on  in  the  f\me  manner  ;  for  which  reafon  I 
'  hope,  the  duty  or  the  refped  we  owe  to  his  Ma- 

*  jelly,  will  not  be  mentioned  in  the  prefent  debate. 
'  No  man  can  be  more  ready  than  I  am  to  grant 
'  every  thing  to  his  Majeiiy,  that  fhall  appear  to  be 

*  necefHiry  for  the  fupport  of  his  crown  and  dignity  ; 

*  but  whatever  is  to  be  granted  for  tliat  purpofe, 

'  ought 
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ought  to  be  granted  in  a  regular  manner,  and  ac- 
cording to  thofe  methods  and  forms  wliich  our  an- 
ceftors  have  laid  down  for  the  prcfcrvation  of  our 
conditution  i  and  even  in  that  way,  it  is  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe, 
to  make  any  fuch  grant  upon  a  meer  fuggellioii 
from  the  minifters  that  it  is  neceflliry.  No,  my 
Lords,  the  reafons,  the  caufes  of  that  neceflity  ought 
to  be  laid  before  the  houfe,  and  then  every  Lord 
in  this  houfe  may  depend  upon  his  own  judgment ; 
whereas  he  who  agrees  to  fuch  a  grant  without  any 
fuch  information,  cannot  be  faid  to  depend  upon 
his  own  judgment,  but  upon  that  of  the  minifters 
for  the  time  being. 

*  lam,  my  Lords,  fincerely  of  opinion,  that  the 
nation  ought  to  be  put  in  a  much  better  ftate  of 
defence  :  It  is  what  ought  to  have  been  done  be- 
fore now  *,  but  why  was  not  this  propofed  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feffion  ?  Is  there  any  thing  has 
happened  fince  that  time,  which  can  alter  any  man's 
opinion  in  this  refpecft,  or  can  make  him  believe, 
that  it  is  now  become  more  neceflary  than  it  was 
at  that  time  P  If  any  fuch  propofition  had  then  been 
made,  both  houfes  of  Parliament  would  have  had 
time  to  have  taken  the  ftate  of  the  nation,  with 
refped  both  to  our  foreign  and  domeftic  affairs, 
into  their  confideration,  and  might  eafily  have  pro- 
vided in  a  regular  and  uft^al  manner  for  putting  the 
nation  into  a  proper  ftate  of  defence  -,  but  the  ne- 
gleding  to  make  any  fuch  propofition  at  that  time, 
and  the  bringing  it  in  now  by  way  of  furprife 
upon  us,  when  it  cannot  be  fo  much  as  pretended, 
that  we  have  any  thing  now  to  apprehend,  which 
we  ought  not  then  to  have  apprehended,  really 
feems  as  if  fome  gentlemen  were  afraid,  left  we 
fhould  refolve  to  examine  narrowly  into  the  prcfent 
ftate  and  condition  of  our  affairs  \  and  this,  I  think, 
'  ought  to  be  a  reafon,  rather  for  our  refjfing,  than 


'  for 
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for  our  agreeing  to  any  fuch  irregular  and  precipi- 
tate refolu  tion  as  is  now  propofed  to  us. 
'  Bat  my  Lords,  fuppofe  that  it  was  not  then  ne- 
ceflary  to  put  the  nation  into  a  better  ftate  of  de- 
fence than  what  was  at  that  time  propofed  ;  fuppolc 
that  it  is  not  even  now  neceflary  to  make  any  new 
addition  to  our  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  but 
that  the  fame  may  become  neceffary  in  a  little  time  5 
why  may  we  not  provide  for  fuch  an  accident,  ac- 
cording to  the  regular  courfe  of  proceeding  in  Par* 
liament?  What  necefTity  is  there  for  putting  fo 
fpeedy  an  end  to  this  feffion  of  Parliament  ?  Why 
may  we  not  take  time  to  bring  in  a  bill,  for  doing 
whatever  fhall  appear  to  be  neceffary  for  providing 
againft  any  fuch  emergency  ?  By  fuch  a  method  of 
proceeding,  both  houfes  will  have  time  to  call  for 
and  examine  fuch  things,  as  may  be  neceiTary  for 
giving  them  an  infight  into  our  circumilances  both 
abroad  and  at  home  :  And  if  from  fuch  an  in- 
quiry, it  Hiall  appear  abfolutely  neceflary  to  give 
his  Majefty  the  amiple  and  unlimited  power  now 
demanded,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  Lord  in 
this  houfe,  or  any  member  of  the  other,  will  be 
more  averfe  to  the  granting  of  fuch  a  power,  when 
the  necefTity  for  doing  fo  is  made  appear  to  him, 
than  he  was  before  that  necefTity  Vas  made  appar- 
ent, or  indeed  any  the  lead  reafon  for  it  afTigned  ? 
'I  will  grant,  my  Lords,  that  the  fate  of  war  is 
uncertain  -,  I  will  likewife  grant,  that  the  event  of 
the  prefent  war  is  of  the  utmofl  confequence  to 
the  liberties  of  Europe^  and  confequently  to  this 
nation:  But  his  Majelty  has  told  us,  that  he  is  not 
engaged  as  yet  to  take  any  fhare  in  the  war  :  Sup- 
pofe  then  that  this  Parliament  were  diflfolved,  and 
a  new  one  fummoned  •,  that  new  Parliament  may 
meet  in  two  months  time,  and  in  that  time  it  is 
impoflible  that  any  emergency  can  happen,  of  fuch 
confequence  as  to  oblige  his  Majefly  immediately 
to  join  either  of  the  parties  now  engaged  in  the 

'  war. 
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war.  The  balance  of  power  in  Europe  may  be 
overturned,  but  it  cannot  be  lb  fuddenly  overturned, 
as  not  to  give  his  Majefty  an  opportunity  of  having 
the  advice  and  afTiftance  of  a  new  Parliament, 
before  he  declares  himfelf  of  either  fide  of  the 
queftion  :  In  which  cafe  that  new  Parliament  may, 
and  certainly  will  provide  both  for  the  fifety  and 
honour  of  this  nation,  in  that  proper  and  regular 
method  which  ought  to  be  oblerved  by  every 
Parliament. 

'  The  fafety  and  -defence  of  the  nation  is  always 
to  be  provided  for  ',  but  as  there  is  at  pre  fen  t  no 
necefllty  for  doing  it  in  any  extraordinary  manner, 
do  not,  my  Lords,  let  us  do  it  in  the  unpre- 
cedented manner  now  propofed.  Our  agreeing  to 
this  proportion,  would,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords, 
be  a  moft  certain  prelude  to  flavery  :  It  would  be 
a  giving  up  of  all  our  liberties  at  once  ;  it  would  be 
a  putting  an  abfolute  power  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown,  to  continue  'till  next  feflion  of  Parliament, 
which  would  be  a  mod  dangerous  precedent  \  for 
as  fuch  are  generally  improved,  it  may  foon  after 
be  granted  for  a  longer  term,  and  fo  may  at  lalt 
be  made  perpetual.  I  call  it,  my  Lords,  an  ab- 
folute power,  becaufe  we  not  only  give  a  power  of 
raifing  forces  both  by  fea  and  land,  without  limi- 
tation, but  we  give  an  unlimited  credit  for  borrow- 
ing money,  and  we  promife  to  make  good  what- 
ever (hall  be  fo  borrowed.  I  hope  your  Lordfhips 
will  confider,  That  the  liberties  of  this  nation  do 
not  fo  much  depend  upon  our  charters  or  our 
ftatute  books,  as  upon  that  of  the  people's  keeping 
the  Purfe  in  their  own  hands  ;  and  if  once  the  people 
fliould  be  brought  into  the  way  of  giving  an- 
ticipated promifes,  they  may  at  laft  be  induced  to 
give  the  purfe  intirely  out  of  their  hands,  which 
would  put  an  end  to  all  our  liberties  at  once. 

Vol.  XIL  N  *  I: 
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*^  It  has  always  been  reckoned,  my  Lords,  one  of 

*  the  chief  fafeguards  of  our  conftitution,  that  the 

*  King  cannot  raife  and  keep  up  a  Handing  army  in 
^  time  of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  Parliament ; 

*  but  if  the  Parliament  fhould  once  come  into  the 

*  way  of  granting,  from  time  to  time,  an  unlimited 

*  power  to  raife  and  keep  up  what  number  of  forces, 

*  by  fea  or  land,  the  miniflers  for  the  time  being 

*  may  think  proper,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  what 
^  ufe  this  limitation  upon  the  crown  can  be  of,  with 

*  refpcdl  to  our  conltitution  ?  And  if,  by  means  of 
^  fuch  a  power,  our  conftitution  fhould  ever  be  over- 

*  turned,    would  not  the  Parliament,    which  had 

*  granted  it,  be  juftly  deemed  the  beti*ayers  of  thofe 
<^  who  had  trufted  their  All  to  them  P  We  have  nor, 
'^  thank  God,  my  Lords,  any  thing  to  fear  from  any 
^  power  that  may  may  be  granted  to  his  prefent  Ma- 
*^  jefty  ;  but  if  fuch  a  precedent  fhould  be  made,  and 
'  in  any  future  reign  a  fet  of  men  fhould  be  at  the 
^  head  of  the  adminiftration,  who  had  difobliged  the 

*  whole  nation,  who  had  reafon  to  fear  that  fuch  a 
^  new  Parliament  would  be  chofen  as  would  call  them 

*  to  an  account ,  would  not  they,  in  purfuance  of 

*  this  precedent,  endeavour  to  get  fuch  a  power  as 

*  this  from  the  laft  fefTion  of  the  expiring  Parliament  ? 

*  They  would  then  let  the  new  ele6lions  go  on,  they 

*  would  ufe  all  means  and  methods  to  corrupt  and 

*  influence  them  ;  but  if  after  all  they  fhould  fee  fuch 
^  a  new  Parliament  chofen  as  would  call  them  to  an 
"^  account,  and  punifli  them  for  their  wickednefs, 
^  what  then  can  we  fuppofe  they  would  do  ?  Would 
'  not  they  make  ufe  of  the  power  fo  treacheroufly 

*  granted  to  them,  and  raife  fuch  an  army  as 
^  might  enable  them  to  gov^ern  without  any  Parlia- 

*  ment  at  all  ?  fo  that  I  muft  look  upon  the  propo- 
^  fition  now  before  us,  as  laying  a  foundation  for 

*  feme  future   adminiftration  to  trample  upon  our" 

*  conftitution,  by  the  power  of  an  army,  whenever 

'  they 
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*  they  fliall  find  they  cannot  trample  upon  It  by  the 

*  power  of  bribery  and  corruption. 

'  Befides,   my  Lords,  I  do  not  think  that  what  is 

*  now  propofed  is  legal  :  I  do  not  really  think  that 

*  any  thing  can  be  legally  done  in  purfuance  of  it, 
'  if  it  (hould  be  agreed  to  *,  for  it  is  certain  that  no 
'^  forces  can  be  raifld  or  kept  up   in  this  nation  in 

*  time  of  peace,   but  by  confent  oi  Parliament  \  and 

*  the  only  proper  way  of  obtaining  that  confent,  al- 
'  ways  was  fuppofed  to  be  by  ad  of  Parliament. 
'  We  have  already,  my  Lords,  pafled  the  mutiny- 
bill  ;  and  if  any  new  forces  fhould  be  raifed  in 
purfuance  of  this  refolucion,  I  do  not  know  if  they 
could  be  comprehended  under  that  law  ;  for  as 
a  certain  number  is  thereby  limited,  if  any  more 
fliould  be  raifed,  I  doubt  much  if  they  could, 
without  a  new  ad  of  Parliament,   be  fubjeded  to 

*  the  mardal  law. 

'  I   have  Hiid,  my  Lords,  that  the   propofition 

*  now  before  us,  is  a   moft  unprecedented  method 

*  of  providing  for  the  defence  of  the  nation  :  It  is 
'  fo  •,  it  is  a  method  v/hich  was  never  before  pradifed. 
^  In  all  former  times,  when  this  nation  has  been 
'  threatened  with  any  great  and  imminent  danger, 

*  which  made  it  necefTary  that  fome  extraordinary 

*  fteps  fhould  be  taken,  if  it  happened  in  time  of 

*  Parliament,  the  King  always  came  or  fent  to  Par- 
'  liament,   and  not  only  told  us  we  were  in  danger, 

*  but  how  we  were  in  danger,  that  from  thence  we 

*  might  judge  whether  the  danger  was  fo  imminent 
'  as  to  make  fome  extraordinary  ftep  necefTiiry  \  and 

*  v/hen  it  was  judged  fo,   proper  meafures  have  al- 

*  ways  thereupon  been    immjcdiately  concerted  for 

*  obviating  that  danger  -,  but   now   it   feems,  my 

*  Lords,  we  are  to  agree  to  a  moil  extraordinary 
'  meafure,  without  any  reafon  aiTigncd,  without  fo 
'  much  as  a  pretence  that  we  arc  in  any  imminent 
'  danger  •,  nay,  v/e  are  even  told  that  that  we  are  not 

*  in  any  imminent  danger  -,  we  arc  told  that  we  are 
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not  at  prefent  in  danger  of  any  infults  or  invafions 
from  abroad,  and  I  am  fure  we  are  not  in  danger 
of  any  infurrediions  at  home,  unlefs  they  fhould  be 
occafioned  by  our  agreeing  to  this  propofition : 
Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  no  reafon  has  been 
affigned,  as  I  fee  no  reafon  for  our  coming  into 
any  extraordinary  meafure  at  prefent,  I  cannot  but 
be  againfl  the  motion. 

V 

The  Duke  di Argyle.  *  I  have,  my  Lords,  con- 
fidered  the  motion  now  before  us  with  all  poffible 
attention,  and  I  cannot  fee  that  there  is  any  thing 
in  it,  or  in  the  motion  the  noble  Duke  has  been 
pleafed  to  make  us,  lb  very  extraordinary  or  un- 
precedented, as  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to 
reprefcnt.  It  is  certain  that  fjch  meflliges  have 
been  feveral  times  fent  to  Parliament,  and  it  is 
likewife  certain  that  fuch  returns  have  always  been 
made  to  them  as  the  noble  Duke  has  now  been 
pleafed  to  move  for,  upon  occafion  of  the  prefent 
meffige.  It  is  true,  that  fuch  meflages  have  never 
been  fent  but  upon  extraordinary  occafions,  and 
the  reafons  for  fending  them  have  always  been 
communicated  to  Parliament  *,  and  is  not  this  the 
very  cafe  at  prefent  ?  What  more  extraordinary 
occafion  can  be  fuppofed  ?  The  noble  Lord  who 
fpoke  lafb  admits,  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are 
deeply  concerned  in  the  fate  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  may  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  event  *,  and  can 
we  imagine  that  the  liberties  of  this  nation  are 
fecure,  when  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  in 
danger  ? 

'  It  mufi:  therefore  be  allowed,  my  Lords,  that 
the  occafion  'of  this  mefIlio;e  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence;  and  the  reafons  for  our  being  necelfarily 
obliged  to  come  to  fome  immediate  refolution,  are 
not  only  in  rhemfelves  apparent,  but  are  likewife 
fully  exprefied  in  his  Majefty's  melTage.  The  for- 
tune of  war  we  all  know  to  be  extremely  preca- 

'  rious. 
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rious,  and  the  changes  that  happen  are  often  as  fud- 
dcn  as  they  are  unlocked  for  :  Soinc  of  thcfc  may 
lay  his  Majefty  under  an  indifpcnfablc  ncccdlty 
offending  immediate  alTillance  to  the  unfortunate 
fide,  in  which  cafe  we  may  depend  on  it,  that  fome 
defperate  attempts  will  be  made  upon  this  nation 
by  the  other  fide  now  engaged  in  the  war :  Our 
neighbours  have  now  great  armies  in  the  field,  and 
fome  of  them  have  powerful  fleets  ready  to  put  to 
fea  :  They  have  already  prepared  to  execute  an  at- 
tempt, and  when  they  are  in  fuch  circum (lances, 
we  may  depend  on  it,  that  the  refolution,  as  foon 
as  taken,  will  be  carried  into  execution.  We  all 
know,  that  this  Parliament  muft  be  foon  diffolved, 
and  after  it  is  diflblved,  many  weeks  muft  ialer- 
vene  before  a  new  Parliament  cah  affemble.  la 
the  mean  time,  his  Majefty  may  be  obliged  to 
declare  himfelf,  and  upon  that,  fome  attempts  may 
be  made,  which  may  be  of  the  moft  dangerous 
confequence  to  the  fafety  of  this  nation,  before  his 
Majefty  can  have  the  advice  and  aftiftance  of  a 
new  Parliament  ;  which  makes  it  abfolutely  ne- 
cefifary  for  us,  before  we  now  feparate,  to  give  his 
Majefty  a  power  to  provide  againft  the  worft. 
'  I  will  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke 
laft,  that  all  mediges  from  the  King,  as  well  as 
fpeeches  horn  the  throne,  when  they  come  to  be 
confidered  in  this  houfe,  are  to  be  lool^ed  on  as 
coming  from  the  rainifters .;  therefore  we  may, 
with  ail  imaginable  freedom  confider  them,  and 
whatever  may  be  fiid  upon  that  occafion,  is  al- 
ways to  be  prefumed  to  relate  only  to  the  minifters, 
and  not  to  the  crown  ;  for  which  reafon,  our  duty 
and  refped  to  his  Majefty,  is  never  upon  fuch 
occafions  to  be  brought  any  way  into  the  queftion. 
But  as  to  the  meffage  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  it 
is  fo  fir  from  being  an  extraordinary  one,  that  I 
muft  look  upon  it  rather  as  a  piece  of  condefcen- 
fion  in  the  crown  s  for  it  is  certain,  that  upon  any 
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fudden  emergency,  his  Majefly  has  a  power, 
which  always  has  been,  and  always  mufl  be  veiled 
in  the  crown,  to  provide  for  the  lecurity  of  his 
crown  and  kingdoms,  by  raifing  forces  either  for 
land  or  fea-fervice,  and  borrowing  or  applying 
money  for  that  purpofe,  even  without  waiting  for 
the  confent  of  Parliament  •,  and  whatever  the  King 
n^ay  upon  fuch  occafions  be  obliged  to  do,  will 
always  be  approved  of,  and  provided  for  by  Par- 
liament, as  foon  as  they  meet,  in  cafe  nothing  ha$ 
been  done,  nor  any  expences  incurred,  but  what 
fliall  appear  to  be  neceflary  ;  this  is  the  power  his 
majefty  has  by  our  conftitiition  ;  and  this  is  all  he 
afks  for  by  the  prefent  meflage  :  He  afks  only  for 
a  power  to  make  fuch  farther  augmentation  of  his 
forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  as  may  be  abfplutely 
necefiary  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his  king- 
doms. 

'  This,  in  my  opinion,  my  Lords,  is  as  modeft 
a  demand,  as  ever  was  fent  to  Parliament :  Itfhew^ 
how  cautious  his  Majefty  is  of  putting  his  people 
to  any  extraordinary  expence  :  Confidering  the  pre- 
fent pofture  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  I  believe  this 
houfe  would  have  thought  it  but  reafonablc,  if 
his  Majefty,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ftftion,  had 
afKed  for  a  much  greater  augmentation  of  his 
forces,  both  by  fea  and  land,  than  he  did  at  that 
time:  Nay,  if  his  Majefty  had  now  asked  for  an 
immediate  augmentation,  inftead  of  afking  only 
for  a  power  to  make  it,  in  cafe  it  fhall  hereafter 
appear  to  be  abfolutely  neceflary,  I  do  not  doubt, 
but  your  Lordfhips  would  have  complied  with  it  ; 
but  his  Majefty,  deftrous  not  to  put  his  people  to 
any  expence,  or  at  Jeaft  to  delay  it  as  long  as  he 
can,  and  yet  folicitous  about  the  quiet  and  fafety 
of  his  people,  defires  only  the  latter  \  and  that 
power  he  applies  for  to  Parliament,  tho'  he 
knows  it  to  be  vefted  in  him  without  any  fuch 
application.     This  is  the  light  which  the  prefent 

*  mefllige 
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*  mefTage  ought  to  be  confidered  in  ;  and  there- 
fore whether  we  fliould  grant  fuch  a  power  as  is 
now  afkcd  for,  cannot,  I  think,  be  properly  made 
a  queftion. 

'  Indeed,  if  the  minifters  fliould  make  a  bad  ufc 
of  the  power  now  propofcd  to  be  granted  to  his 
Majefty;  if  they  fhould  augment  their  forces, 
either  by  fc^a  or  land,  without  any  neceffity  for  fo 
doing  *,  if  they  fhould  put  the  nation  to  any  greater 
expence,  than  what  fhall  appear  to  be  abfolutely 
necefl^iry,  there  would  then  be  fome  ground  for 
a  queftion ;  but  in  fuch  a  cafe,  can  the  prefent 
meflage,  or  the  addrefs  propofed  in  anfwer  to  the 
mefTage,  be  of  any  weight  on  either  fide  of  that 
queftion  ?  Can  the  miniflers  plead  in  their  juftifi- 
cation,  that  they  had  a  power  from  Parliament  to 
do  fo  ?  It  is  certain  they  cannot :  They  mud  an- 
fwer for  what  they  have  done  in  the  fame  manner, 
as  if  no  fuch  addrefs  had  ever  been  propofed.  For 
my  own  part,  my  Lords,  I  am  no  minifter ; 
I  never  was,  or  ever  will  be  a  miniflcr  ;  but  on 
all  fuch  occafions  as  the  prefent,  I  mufl  think  they 
have  a  moft  dangerous  tafk  :  The  danger  of  not 
providing  in  time  for  the  flifety  and  defence  of  the 
nation,  and  the  danger  of  running  the  nation  into 
expences,  which  may  thereafter  be  thought  iin- 
necefTu-y,  are  two  oppofite  rocks,  which  even  the 
vvifcil  minifters  ought  to  be  afraid  of:  They  will 
always  find  it  difficult  for  them  to  fleer  the  middle 
courfe,  fo  as  to  avoid  both  the  extremes  :  And  we 
muft  conclude  it  to  be  the  more  difiicuk,  when  we 
confider,  that  to  the  bulk  of  mankind  dangers  feem 
huge  in  their  approach,  but  diminifh  vailly  in  their 
retreat. 

*  I  am  perfuaded  none  of  your  Lordfhips  are 
afraid  ,  I  cannot  indeed  fee  the  leaft  reafon  why  any 
man  fhould,  at  prefent,  entertain  any  fears  about 
the  liberties  of  his  country,  I  am  fure  there  is  no 
ground  for  fuch  fears.     If  any  encroachments  had 
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been  lately  made  by  the  crown,  or  by  the  minifters 
of  the  crown,  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
people,  we  would  have  reafon,  my  Lords,  to  be 
jealous  of  every  propofition  that  came  from  that 
quarter  -,  but  there  has  been  no  fuch  attempt  late- 
ly made,  and  I  believe  there  never  was  a  time, 
when  private   men  enjoyed  their  property   with 
more  eafe  and  fecurity ;  therefore  I  can  fee  no  rea- 
fon for  us  to  take  the  alarm  *,  and  the  prefent  mef- 
fage  is  fo  far  from  affording  any  foundation  for  an 
alarm,    that  I  mud  look  upon  it  as  one  of  the 
greateft  pieces  of  condefcenfion  that  was  ever  made 
by  any  King  to  his  Parliament.     As  for  the  cla- 
mours that  may  have  been  lately  raifed  againft  the 
minifters  of  itate,  if  ever  there  were  any  fuch,  they 
ought  to  be  defpifed,  becaufe  they  were  without 
any  juft  caufe,  and  were  very  far  from  being  ge- 
neral.    There  have  been  feme  clamours  againft  all 
minifters,  and  againft  all  future  minifters  we  may 
expect  there  will  be  clamours  raifed :  Even  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  •,  in  that  reign  which 
has  been  fo  often  applauded  by  thofe  who  had  a 
mind  to  refie6l  upon  the  prefent,  there  were  cla- 
mours among  fome  forts  of  people,    during  her 
whole   reign  :    Even    that    great   minifter  Bur- 
leigh^   who  with  fo  great  wifdom  and  modera- 
tion, and  for  fo  many  years,  during  her  reign, 
managed  the  public  affairs  of  this  nation,  could 
not  efcape  :  Nay,   there  were  not  only  clamours 
and  difcontents  in  that  Queen's  reign,  but  there  were 
many  plots  too,  and  even  fome  rebellions  raifed 
againft  her  •,  therefore  we  are  not  immediately  to 
conclude,  that  minifters  are  guilty,  becaufe  there 
have  been  fome  little  clamours  and  calumnies  raifed 
againft  them. 

.'  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  we  have  already  paffed 
the  mutiny  bill,  and  in  that  bill  I  muft  likewife 
grant,  that  a  certain  number  of  land  forces  is  men- 
tioned i  bur,  in  my  opinion,  the  mutiny  bill  al- 

*  ways 
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*  ways  did,  and  now  does  extend,   not  only  to  tlie 

*  number  of  forces  therein  mentioned,  but  to  all  the 

*  land  forces  that  fhould  be  raifcd  within  that  year : 

*  However,   I  am  no  lawyer,  though  I  am  in  the 

*  neighbourhood  of  a  very  good  one,  to  whom  I 

*  fiiall  leave  the  determination  of  this  point,  and  I 
'  hope  he  will  be  fo  good  as  to  rife  up  and  give  the 

*  houfe  his  opinion  upon  it.' 

The  Earl  of  Chefterfielcl     *  My  Lords,   notwith-  E.irl  of 

*  {landing  what  the  noble  Duke  who  fpoke  lad,  has  Chcfter- 

*  been  pleafed  to  fay  in  flivour  of  the  meflage  "o^-f^^^f^^^ 

*  under  our  confideration,  it  ftill  appears  to  me  to  be 

*  the  mofl  extraordinary  that  was  ever  fent  to  this 

*  houfe.     I  believe  no  man  will  doubt  of  my  af- 

*  fedion  to  his  Majefty,  or  of  my  readinefs  to  agree 
*■  to  every  thing  I  think  abfoluteiy  neceflary  for  the 

*  fupport  of  his  crown  and  dignity  •,  but  as  all  fuch 

*  meflages  are  prefumed  to  be  framed  by  the  advice, 
'  and  upon  the  fuggeftion  of  thofe  in  the  adminiftra- 

*  tion,  therefore,  I,  and  every  other  Lord  of  this 
*-  houfe,  not  only  have  a  right,  but  we  are  in  duty 

*  bound  to  examine  them  narrowly  -,  and  from  thence 
'  if  it  appears,  that  what  is  demanded  by  fuch  a  mei- 

*  fage  is  not  at  all  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  his 

*  Majefty,  or  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  tho*  it  may 
'  be  neceflary  for  the  fupport  of  miniflerial  fchemes, 

*  and  perhaps  for  the  fafety  of  miniilerial  perfonages, 
'  we  are,  both  in  duty  and  honour,  obliged  not 
'  to  comply  with  fuch  a  demand,  efpecially  if  it 
'  appears  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  conllitution,  or 
'  contrary  to  the  ufual  form  of  proceeding  in  Parlia- 

*  ment,  which  is  plainly  the  cafe  with  refped:  to  the 

*  demand  now  made  upon  us ;  for  it  muft  certainly 

*  be  allowed  to  be  contrary  to  the  form  of  proceeding 

*  in  Parliament ;  and  as  it  veds  an  abfokite  power 

*  in  the  crown,  for  as  long  a  time  as  the  crown, 

*  or  rather  the  minifters  of  the  crown,   may  pleafc 

*  £0  continue  it,  I  cannot  think  it  confident  wirU 

'  die 
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the  conflitution  of  our  government:  I  muft  think 
it  is  the  moft  extraordinary  demand  that  was  ever 
made  upon  any  Parliament  in  this  kingdom  ;  and 
it  is  the  more  extraordinary,  that  it  comes  now  at 
the  end  of  the  lall  feflion  of  a  long  Parhament :  It 
really  appears  to  me  in  the  fame  light,  as  if  an  ap- 
plication fhould  be  made  to  a  man  on  his  deathc 
bead,  a  man  in  his  utmoft  caducity,  to  bequeath  all 
he  has  in  the  world  to  thofe  who  are  utter  ftrangers 
to  him  ;  nay,  to  thofe  who  have  been  generally  re- 
puted his  greateft  enemies. 

'  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  Duke  that  fuch 
mefiages  have  been  frequent :  It  is  certain  they 
were  never  heard  of  till  of  late  years  ;  I  doubt  if 
fuch  an  unlimited  power  was  ever  before  afked  for  ; 
I  am  fure  fuch  a  power  was  never  afked  for, 
but  when  the  nation  was  in  imminent  as  well  as 
great  danger  ;  for  to  tell  us  that  the  liberties  of 
Europe  may  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  prefent  war, 
and  that  therefore  this  nation  is  in  great  danger,  is 
no  excufe  for  our  breaking  through  all  the  forms 
and  methods  of  proceeding  in  Parliament,  by 
agreeing  to  the  extraordinary  flep  now  propofed.  I 
cannot  think  that  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  in  fo 
great  danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  in  the  event 
of  the  prefent  war,  as  Ibme  people  feem  willing  we 
fhould  believe  *,  but  granting  they  were,  it  is  but 
a  confequential  danger  to  this  nation  ;  and  to  ex- 
cufe fuch  an  extraordinary  flep,  the  danger  ought 
not  only  to  be  great,  but  it  ought  to  be  imminent  -, 
I  do  not  think  that  any  thing  ought  to  force  us  to 
make  fuch  a  flep,  but  when  we  are  in  immediate 
danger  of  a  powerful  invafion  from  abroad,  or  of 
a  very  terrible  infurre6lion  at  home.  With  refpedb 
to  all  others  dangers,  we  may  deliberately  provide 
againft  them,  according  to  the  ufual  methods  of 
proceeding  in  Parliament  -,  and  if  precedents  fhould 
be  feaiched  into,  I  believe  it  will  appear,  that  no 
fuch    nv:ni'ge   as    the  prefent   was   ever  fent  to 

'  Parlia- 
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*  Parliament,  but  when  we  had  good  rcafon  to  ap- 

*  prchend  one  of  the  two  immediate  dangers  I  have 

*  mentioned, 

*"  Now,  my  Lords,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  it  is  not  fo 
^  much  as  pretended  that  we  are  in  any  imminent 
'  danger  •,  on  the  contrary  wc  are  told,  that  no  ma- 

*  teriai  alteration  has  happened  fmce  the  beginning 
'  of  the  fefTion  •,    therefore  if  we  are  now  in  any 

*  imminent  danger,  we  were  in  the  fame  (bte  at  the 

*  beginning  of  the  fellion,  and  if  wc  were  fo  at  that 

*  time,  why  were  we  not  then  made  acquainted  with 

*  it  ?  If  we  had  then  been  made  acquainted  with  ir, 

*  we  might  have  long  before  now  taken  the  circum- 

*  fiances  of  the  nation  into  our  confideration,  and 

*  might  have  fufficiently  provided  againft  the  great- 

*  eft  danger  that  can  be  fuppofed,  in  a  regular  Par- 
^  liamentary  way  :    But  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  fome 

*  confiderable   alterations  have  happened   fince  the 

*  beginning  of  the  feffion,  which  this  houfe  cannot, 
^  I  think,  pretend  either  to  affirm  or  deny,  becaufe 

*  we  have  been  kept  in  utter  darknefs  with  refpe6t 

*  to  the  fituation  of  our  foreign  affairs  •,  fuppofe  fome 

*  new  dangers  are  now  to  be  apprehended,    which 

*  could  not  be  thought  of  or  forefeen,  at  the  begin- 

*  ning  of  the  feffion,  what  neceffity  is  there  for  pro- 

*  viding  againft  them  in  a  manner  fo  inconfident 
'  with  our  confticution  ?  Are  they  fo  imminent  that 

*  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend  their  coming  upon  us 
'  in  a  few  days  ?  It  is  impoffible  to  fuppofe  any  fuch  ; 
'  and  if  no  fuch  dangers  can  be  fuppofed,    what 

*  reafon  have  we  to  break  through  all  the  forms 

*  of  Parliament?  Is  there  any  neceffity  for  putting 

*  an  immediate  end  to  the  prefent  feffion  of  Parlia- 

*  ment?  No,  my  Lords,  by  iht  Jeptennial  law  i\\\s 

*  Parliament  may  continue  fitting  till  the  month  of 
^  Sepemher  or  OEloher  next ;    before  that  time  the 

*  dangers  we  are  now  threatened  with  may    blow 

*  over,  or  if  tliey  fliould  approach  nearer,  we 
\  ipay  provide  againft  them  in  that  manner,  and  ac- 

I  '  cording 
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*  cording  to  thofe  forms,  which  the  wifdom  of  our 

*  anceftors  has  contrived  for  the  prefervation  of  our 

*  liberties. 

'  We  are  told  our  neighbours  are  at  war,   they 

*  have  great  armies  in  the  field,  and  powerful  fleets 

*  ready  to  put  to  fea :  What  is  all  this,    my  Lords, 

*  to  us  ?  Does  not  this  add  to  the  fecurity  of  this 
'  nation,  inftead  of  fubje<5ling  us  to  any  danger?  If 

*  wc  are  no  way  engaged  in  the  war  (and  we  are 

*  told  we  are  not)  if  we  have  done  nothing  to  give 
'  any  juft  alarm,  is  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  any  one  of 

*  the  powers  upon  the  continent,  while  it  is  engaged 

*  in  a  dangerous  and  heavy  war  with  another  power, 

*  will  do  any  thing,  or  attempt  any  thing  that  may 

*  in  the  lealt  tend  to  draw  the  immediate  vengeance 
'  of  this  nation  upon  its  head?    Is  it  pofliblc  to 

*  imagine  any  nation  upon  earth  fo  weak,  or  rather 

*  fo  mad  in  their  politics  ?  I  have  not,  'tis  true,  the 
^  honour  to  have  been  made  acquainted  with  the  fe- 

*  vera!  engagements  we  may  be  under  at  prefent  to 
"-  foreign  powers  \  but  if  I  can  judge  from  fuch  of 

*  them  as  have  been  made  public  *,  if  I  can  draw  any 

*  conclufion  from  the  many  treaties  and  alliances  late^ 

*  ly  made,   I  muft  conclude,   that  at  prefent  we  are 

*  in  good  terms  with  all  the  powers  in  Europe  at 

*  leafl,  therefore  I  mull  conclude,  we  cannot  be  ia 

*  any  danger  from  any  of  them  ;  and  I  hope  no  dan- 

*  ger  we  may  have  to  fear  from  any  other  quarter 

*  of  the  world,  can  be  of  weight  enough  to  prevail 

*  with  this  houfe  to  agree  to  fuch  an  extraordinary 

*  meafure. 

'   1  fhall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  we  might  perhaps 

I        *  have  offended  the  Imperial  court,  by   the  treaty 

*  made  at  Hanover  with  th^  French  •,  but  furely  we 

*  have  made  up  that  breach  by  our  late  treaty  of 

*  Vienna^  by  which  we  generoufly,  and  without  the 

*  leafl  valuable  confideration,  became  guarantees  of 
'  the  Pragmatic  Sanction .     As  to  France^  we  have 

*  of  late  years  heaped  lb  many  favours  upon  that 

I  *  nation^ 
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tlon,  that  I  cannot  think  they  have  any  reafon,  or 
indeed  any  inclination  to  do  us  an  injury  :  Did  noc 
we  by  the  treaty  of  Hanover^  which  was  made 
for  pulling  down  the  over-grown  power  of  the 
houfe  of  Atiflria^  and  the  following  treaty  of  Se- 
ville,  break  that  clofe  union  which  had  been  con- 
tracted between  the  courts  of  Fiema  and  Madrid^ 
fo  much  to  the  prejudice  of  the  court  of  France  ? 
And  did  not  we  thereby  oblige  Spain  to  throw 
herfclf  intirely  into  the  arms  of  France^  by  which 
we  again  united  the  two  great  branches  of  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon  ?  And  can  we  imagine  that  France 
will  dilturb  us,  while  fhe  is  making  the  beft  of 
that  union  which  we  were  fo  good  as  to  reftore  ? 
And  as  to  Spain^  my  Lords,  we  did  perhaps,  dif- 
oblige  them  likewife  by  our  treaty  of  Hanover, 
and  ibme  other  meafures  which  were  the  effeds  of 
that  treaty  •,  but  have  we  not  fince  procured  them 
the  rich  Dutchies  of  'Tufcany^  Parma  and  Placentia^ 
for  their  fon  Don  Carlos  ?  Did  not  we,  at  a  great 
expence  to  this  nation,  fend  a  powerful  fleet  into 
the  Mediterranean^  to  condufl  that  Prince  with  the 
greater  pomp  and  ceremony,  to  the  dominions  we 
had  procured  for  him  in  Italy  ?  'Tis  true,  he  did 
not  make  ufe  of  that  fleet,  but  was  that  any  fault 
of  ours,  or  can  it  be  faid  we  had  any  felfifh 
view  in  what  we  did,  fince  the  whole  was  tranf- 
adled  without  any  ftipulation  in  our  own  favour  ? 
By  this  v/e  opened  a  way  for  the  Spaniards  into 
Italy  ;  nay,  I  do  not  know,  but  that  by  our  ma- 
nagement we  have  likewife  thrown  the  King  of 
Sardinia  into  the  arms  of  France^  and  ha^'e  thereby 
opened  a  way  for  the  French  likewife  into  Italy, 
Befides  all  thefe  favours  heaped  upon  our  neigh- 
bours, have  not  we,  by  the  mod  full  and  explicit 
treaties  and  ftipulations,  fccured  all  our  rights  and 
pofleiTions  both  abroad  and  at  home  •,  and  in  fuch 
circumuances,  after  fo  many  glorious  treaties, 
can  it  be   imagined    that   we  are   in  danger   of 

^  being 
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of  our  neigh- 


bours. 

'  This,  my  Lords,  I  take  to  be  the  cafe  as  to 
our  pail  management  *,  but  it  is  faid  the  prefent 
war  may  take  fuch  a  turn,  as  may  lay  his  Majefty 
under  a  necefTity  of  fending  immediate  afliftance 
to  the  unfortunate  fide,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe  from  being  quite  over- 
turned. This  is  a  fuppofition  which  really  to  me 
feems  as  extraordinary  as  the  meffage  now  under 
our  confideration.  I  will  readily  allow,  that  the  fate 
of  war  is  precarious,  but  I  cannot  eafily  admit  that 
a  whole  campaign,  even  the  mod  unfortunate  that 
can  be  fuppofed,  can  make  the  Emperor  abfoJute 
mafter  of  France^  Spain^  d.nd~SmrIima,  or  can  make 
France  abfolute  miafter  of  the  whole  German  Em- 
pire ;  for  we  know  that  France  has  flood  out  ma- 
ny unfortunate  campaigns  againft  the  united  powers 
of  Germany^  England^  Holland^  Porlugaly  and 
Sardinia  •,  and  tho'  Spain  and  Sardinia  now  make 
ufe  of  France  to  enlarge  their  dominions  in  Italy^ 
yet  if  France  fhewed  the  lead  inclination  to  make 
a  conquefr  of  Germany^  they  would  both  turn  their 
arms  againfl  her,  becaufe  they  muft  preferve  Get- 
many  in  order  to  preferve  their  own  dominions  in 
Italy ^  or  indeed  in  any  part  of  the  world.  The 
circumftances  of  Europe  are  now  very  far  from 
being  the  fame  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  the 
late  war  ;  the  King  of  France  was  then  abfolute 
mafter  of  Spain^  and  could  make  that  natioh  do 
whatever  he  had  a  mind  ;  but  now  France  muft 
act  very  cautioufly,  in  order  not  to  give  that  na- 
tion any  jealoufy  of  her  aiming  at  too  great  an  in- 
creafe  of  power,  otherwife  the  Spaniards  may  foon 
become  as  deadly  foes  to  the  French  as  ever  they 
were  heretofore:  I  muft  therefore  think,  my 
Eords,  that  the  liberties  of  Ei^rope  are  not  in  fuch 
danger  of  being  fwallowed  up  in  the  event  of  the 
prefent  war  j  but  if  there  were,  they  caiinot  be  fwal- 

'  lowed 
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*  lowed  up  fo  foon,  even  by  the  mod  fudden  and 

*  mod  fatal  accident,  but  that  his  Majefty  may  have 

*  time  enough  to  apply  in  a  regular  manner  to  his 
'  Parliament,  for  advice  and  afliftance,  before  he  can 

*  be  under  a  necefTity  of  declaring  himfelf  of  either 

*  fide  of  the  queftion. 

'  But,  my  Lords,  we  are  told  that  this  Parlia- 

*  ment  mufl  be  dilTolved ;  and  before  a  new  one  can 

*  meet,  his  Majefty  may  be  obliged  to  declare  him- 

*  felf,  or  at  leaft  that  fome  of  the  powers  engaged  in 
'  war,    may  become  jealous  that  he  is  to  declare 

*  againft  them,  and  confequently,  may  attempt  to 

*  invade  this  nation,  before  his  Majefty  can  have  the 

*  aftiftance  of  a  new  Parliament,  to  enable  him  to 
'  provide  againft  fuch  invafion. 

'  This  is  an  argument  I  am  forry  to  hear  made 

*  ufe  of  in  this  houfe,  and  I  am  pcrfuaded  the  noble 

*  Lords  who  make  ufe  of  it,  do  not  mean  fuch  a 
'  conclufion  as  feems  naturally  to  flow  from  it  -,  for, 
'  in  my  opinion,  it  plainly  feems  to  carry  this  infi- 

*  nuation,  that  the  granting  of  fuch  a  power  at  the 

*  end  of  every  Parliament,  will  be  always  neceflTary 

*  hereafter.     If  that  were  really  the  cafe,  I  fiiould 

*  be  very  apt  to  conclude,  that  the  power  would  then 

*  be  made  ufe  of,  not  to  defend  the  nation  againft 

*  foreign  invafions,  but  to  defend  the  minifters  againlt 

*  the  danger  they  might  have  reafon  to  apprehend 
'  from  an  anti-minifterial  Parliament,  in  cafe  the 

*  new  one  fhould  appear  to  be  of  fuch  a  complexion ; 

*  and  I  am  very  fure,  that  a  minifter  with  fuch  a 

*  power  in  his  hands,  and  fuch  a  Parliament  againft 

*  him,  would  never  allow  that  Parliament  to  meet. 

'  We  are  now  told,  as  I  have  already  taken  no- 

^  tice,  that  our  neighbours  are  deeply  engaged  in 

*  war  one  againft  another,  that  they  have  great  ar- 
'  mies  in  the  field,  and  powerful  fleets  ready  to  put  to 
'  fea  ;  that  they  may  conceive  a  jealoufy  that  we  are 
^  to  join  againft  them,  and  may  confequently,  invade 
[  us  before  the  King  can  have  the  afliftance  of  a  new 

*  Parliament, 
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Parliament^  to  enable  him  to  provide  againft  that 
invafion  ;  therefore  before  we  draw  our  lafl  breath, 
we  muft,  it  is  faid,  for  our  own  fafety,  put  an  ab- 
foliite  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  to  con- 
tinue till  the  minifters  fhall  think  fit  to  convene 
the  new  Parliament.  At  the  end  of  the  next  Par- 
liament, there  may,  my  Lords,  be  the  fame  reafoa 
for  granting  the  fame  power,  and  the  reafon  will 
be  much  flronger,  if  we  are  then  adlually  engaged 
in  the  war :  But  fuppofe  there  is  then  a  profound 
tranquillity  in  Europe^  our  neighbours  very  proba- 
bly will  have  very  near  as  great  armies  and  as 
powerful  fleets  as  they  have  now  •,  and  may  we  not 
then  be  told,  your  neighbours  are  now  no  way  en- 
gaged elfewhere,  their  armies  are  quartered  very 
near  the  fea  coaft,  their  fleets  may  be  made  ready 
to  put  to  fea  in  a  month's  time,  they  may  conceive 
a  jealoufy  that  you  are  to  invade  them,  and  there- 
fore they  will  endeavour  to  invade  you  •,  for  this 
reafon  it  is  neceflliry  for  you  to  put  an  abfolute 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  ?  Will  not  this 
argument  be  then  ftronger  than  the  argument  now 
made  ufe  of?  It  will,  my  Lords,  in  my  opinion, 
be  much  ftronger  :  We  are  certainly  in  greater 
danger  of  being  fuddenly  invaded  by  our  neigh- 
bours, when  they  have  their  troops  unemployed, 
and  quartered  upon  their  fea  coafl:s,  that  when  all 
their  troops  are  marched  many  hundred  miles  from 
their  fea  coafls,  and  employed  againfl:  another  ene- 
my ',  and  furely  they  may  more  fuddenly  fit  out  a 
fleet  proper  for  that  purpofe,  when  none  of  their 
fliips  of  war  are  employed  elfewhere,  than  when 
they  are  obliged  to  keep  many  of  them  in  feas 
very  far  diftant  from  this  ifland. 
'  The  Dld:atorial  power  was,  my  Lords,  a  part 
of  the  Roman  confl:itution,  even  from  the  very  be- 
ginning of  their  republic  ;  but  while  they  pre- 
ferved  their  virtue,  while  they  preferved  their  li- 
berty,   this  power  was  never  granted  but  upon 

*  the 
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the  moft  important,  the  mofl:  urgent  occafion?, 
and  was  never  granted  for  a  longer  term  than  Cix 
months  •,  when  the  virtue  and  the  public  fpiric 
of  that  once  brave  people,  began  to  decay,  this 
power  was  often  granted  upon  trifling  occafions ; 
it  then  began  to  be  granted  for  a  long  term,  and 
foon  after  was  granted  for  life  :  With  this  !aft  grant, 
they  granted  away  all  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try for  ever  :  The  Didator  might  die,  but  the 
power  was  handed  down  immediately  to  another  5 
the  tyranny  became  perpetual.  The  power  now 
afked  for,  is  in  fome  meafure  a  dictatorial  power, 
it  has  but  of  late  years  crepe  into  our  conilitution, 
it  was  never  yet  granted  but  upon  the  moPc  urgent 
occafions  •,  but  if  we  once  begin  to  grant  it  tor  a 
time  indefinite,  and  upon  fuch  fuppofitions  and 
may-be's,  I  can  eafily  forefee  what  will  be  :  It  will 
at  lad,  nay,  it  will  foon  be  either  granted  or  taken 
for  life,  and  then  adieu  for  ever  to  the  liberties  of 
Great  Britain, 

'  I  will  allow,  that  by  our  conflitution,  our  Kings 
have  always  had,  during  the  interval  of  Parliament^ 
a  fort  of  dictatorial  power,  a  pov/er  to  take  tare 
that  the  commonwealth  may  be  no  way  injured  ; 
and  therefore,  in  cafe  of  any  fudden  and  unexpedled 
danger,  the  King  may  raife  forces,  or  may  fie 
out  a  fleet,  for  preventing  that  danger  %  and  where 
the  danger  is  apparent,  it  is  certain  the  King  never 
did,  nor  ever  will  want  money  as  long  as  there  is 
any  in  the  nation  •,  for  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  no 
man  will  refufe  to  lend  his  money  to  the  govern- 
ment •,  and  the  Parliament  will  certainly  approve 
of  what  has  been  done,  and  provide  for  the  re- 
payment of  v/hat  has  been  borrowed,  providing  it 
be  made  appear  to  them,  that  there  was  a  neccflity 
for  putting  the  nation  to  that  cxpence  ^  but  the 
afl^ing  for  fuch  a  power  before- hand,  looks  as  if 
fomething  were  intended,  which  could  not  well  be 
approved  of:  It  looks  as  if  the  nation  were  to  be 
Vol.  Xll.  O  '  put 
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put  to  an  additional  expence,  without  any  appa- 
rent reafon  for  fo  doing,  and  as  if  this  anticipated 
credit  were  allied  for  from  Parliament,  in  order  to 
encourage  people  to  lend  their  money  to  the  pub- 
lic, tho'  they  fee  no  necefTity  for  any  fuch  public 
expence.     No  man  will  refufe  to  let  an  infant  of 
a  good  eftate,  have  whatever  may  be  neceflary  for 
his  fubfiftence  ',  for  this  he  has  no  great  occafion  for 
any  letter  of  credit  from  his  guardians  ;  but  if  his 
guardians  fliould  be  fuch  fools,  or  rather  fuch  un- 
faithful guardians,    as  to  give  him  an  unlimited 
letter  of  credit  for  borrowing  whatever  he  himfelf 
might  think  neceffary  for  his  fubfiftience,  it  would 
certainly   tend   to  throw  him  into  extravagance, 
and  might  make  him  a  prey  for  ufurers  and  extor- 
tioners. 

'  I  am  very  well  convinced,  my  Lords,  that  the 
'  fafety  of  the  people  will  not  be  any  way  better  fe- 
'  cured  by  the  refolution  now  propofed  ;  but  I  am 
'  very  far  from  thinking,  that  the  power  of  the  crown 
'  will  be  no  way  enlarged  ;  if  it  were  really  thought 
^  fo,  I  am  fure  no  minifter  would  ever  give  himfelf 
'  the  trouble  of  perfuading  the  King  to  fend  fuch  a 
'  meifage  to  Parliament ,  but  fuppofe  I  were  con- 

*  vinced,  that  no  additional  power  is,  by  this  propo- 
'  fition,  to  be  granted  to  the  King  •,  that  very  confi- 

*  deration  would,  with  me,  be  a  mofl  prevailing  ar- 
'  gument  for  being  againfl  it ;  for  it  muft  be  allow- 

*  ed,  that  what  is  now  propofed,  is  fomething  very 

*  extraordinary,  and  contrary  to  all  thofe  forms  and 

*  methods  of  proceeding  in  Parliament,  which  long 
'  experience  has  taught  us  to  be  neceflary  for  the 

*  prefervation  of  our  liberties  ;  why  then  fhould  wc 

*  make  fo  great  an  encroachment  upon  our  conftitu- 

*  tion,  if  neither  the  fafety  of  the  people,  nor  the 

*  fecLirity  of  the  crown  be  thereby  any  way  improv- 

*  ed  ?  This  reafon,  I  fiy,  my  Lords,  if  there  were 
'  none  other,  would  prevail  with  me  to  be  againft 

*  agreeing  to  the  propofition  now  before  us ,  but  as 

'  I 
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*  I  think  it  of  the  mofl:  dangerous  confeqiiencc  to 

*  the  liberties  oi  the  people,  as  I  think  that  11  power 
^   is  thereby  to  be  <^i\inted  to  the  crown,  which  ought 

*  never  to  be  granted,  but  in  cafes  of  the  utmoll, 

*  the  moft  imminent  danger,  therefore  I  lliall  moil 
'  heartily  give  my  negative  to  it.' 

Lord  Haruwick,     /  I  think,  my  Lords,  It  Is  now  Lord 

*  admitted  by  both  fide:,  that  during  the  interval  of'^"!''^" 

*  Parliament,  his  M.yefty  has,  bylaw,  and  without  ^^[^'J^^ 
any  previous  authority  from  ParHament,  a  power 

to  provide  for  the  fafety  of  the  kingdom,  and  con- 
fequently,  he  muft  have  a  power  of  doing  what- 
ever fhall  appear  neceiTary  for  that  end  ;  therefore 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  longer  infilled  on,  that  there 
is  any  thing  very  extraordinary  either  in  the  mef- 
fage  now  under  our  confiderarion,  or  in  the  propo- 
rtion that  has  been  made  to  us,  in  confequence  of 
it.     His  Majefty  only  afks  for  a  previous  authori- 
ty, for  doing  what  he  certainly  might  do  without 
any  fuch  authority  ;  and  we,  by  the  addrefs  pro- 
pofed  to  us,  only  promife  to  fupport  his  Majefty,  in 
what  fliall  appear  to  be  neceftiry  for  the  iamy  of 
the  nation,  and  for  the  fupport  of  his  crown  and 
dignity.     If  the  nation  (hould  be  unneceiTarily  put 
to  expence,  if  any  extraordinary  meafures  fliould 
be  purfued,  without  a  neceflity  for  fo  doing,  the 
minifters  will  be  anfwerable  tor  it,  and  may  be 
punifhed  in  the  fame  manner,  as  if  no  fuch  addrefs 
had  ever  been  propofed  -j  and  as  there  is  no  extra- 
ordinary power  afiv.ed  for,  or  propofed  to  be  grant- 
ed, the  method  of  doing  it  cannot  be  of  any  weight 
in  the  debate,  nor  can  it  be  attended  with  any  ill 
confequence. 

'  As  to  the  giving  his  Majefty  a  power,  by  an  ad- 
drefs or  a  vote,  to  raiie  land  forces,  there  is  cer- 
tainly nothing  illegal  in  it ,  for  tho'  the  King  can- 
not, by  law,  raife  or  keep  up  a  ftanding  army  in 
this  nation,  in  time  of  Peace,  without  confent  of 

Q  2  '  Par- 
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^  Parliament  y  yet,  my  Lords,  I  know  of  no  law 
'  that  dirc6ls  how  that  confent  is  to  be  obtained  ;  it 
'  may,    in  my  opinion,  be  had  by  a  vote  or  an  ad- 

*  drefs  from  each  houfe  of  Parliament,  as  well  as  by 

*  an  ad  regularly  pafled  in  Parliament.     And  as  to 

*  the  mutiny  bill  which  we  have  already  pafTed,  it  is 
'  the  fame  with  former  bills  of  the  like  nature,  tho' 

*  there  be  a  particular  number  of  land  forces  men- 

*  tioned  in  the  preamble  ;  yet  the  enabling  part  is 

*  general,  and  comprehends  all  the  regular  forces 
'  that  then  were  on  foot,  or  that  fhall  be  raifed  in 
^  this  Kingdom  during  the  continuance  of  that  a6l. 

'  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  there  is  nothing  ille- 

^  gal  or  extraordinary  in  the  meflage,  or  in  the  pro- 

"^  pofition  now  under  our  confideration  ,  as  from  the 

'  prefent  known  circumftances  of  Europe  fome  acci-- 

*  dents  may  happen,  that  may  put  this  nation  under 

*  a  neceffity  of  making  a  farther  provifion  for  felf- 

*  defence ;  and  as  thofe  accidents  may  fall  out  {o 

*  fuddenly  and  fo  unexpc6ledly,that  there  may  not  be 

*  a  poflibility  for  his  Majefty,  to  have  time  to  take 

*  the  advice  and  alTiftance  of  a  new  Parliament,  I 

*  cannot  but  be  for  agreeing  to  the  propofition  now 
'  made  to  us.'- 

Lord  Ba-      Lord  Bathurft,  *  My  Lords,  I  have  a  very  great 

thurfs     t  regard  for  the  opinion  of  the  noble  Lord  who 

^^^  *      *  fpoke  lafr,  efpecially  in  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  laws 

'  and  the  conflitution  of  this  kingdom  -,  and  there- 

^  fore,  i  am  the  more  furprifed  to  hear  him  declare, 

*  that  he  knows  of  no  law  which  determines  and 

*  dire^ls  the  method  by  which  his  Majefty  is  to  have 

*  the  confent  of  his  Parliament,     I  will  not  pretend 

*  to  be  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  laws  or  the  fta- 

*  tutes  of  this  realm  as  that  learned  Lord  ;  but  I  am 

*  fare  there  is  a  law  which  determines  the  method  by 

*  wliich  his  Majefty  is  to  have  the  confent  of  his 
^  Parliament,  as  v/ell  with  refpeft  to  the  raifing  and 

'  keeping 
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'  keeping  np  a  (landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  as 

*  with  refped:  to  every  other  cafe  where  the  confent 

*  of  Parhament  is  neceflliry  by  our  conftirution  :  I 
'  mean,  my  Lords,  the  lex  i^  confuctiulo  Parlia?nc?i/i^ 
'  which  I  look  upon  to  be  as  much  a  part  of  the 

*  laws  o^  England,  as  any  other  part  of  the  common 
^  law  -,  nay,  as  any  ilatute  exprefly  enacled  by  King, 
'  Lords,  and  Commons,    It  is  true,  my  Lords,  there 

*  is  not,  I  believe,  any  exprefs  ftatute  for  direding 

*  the  method  of  obtaining  the  confent  in  queftion  -, 
'  but  there  is  never  an  exprefs  ftatute  made  in  any 

*  cafe,  but  where  the  common  law  is  either  doubtful 

*  or  deficient  -,  and,  as  this  part  of  the  common  law, 
'  as  this  cuftom  of  Parliament  was  never  before  call- 

*  ed  in  queftion,  it  was  never  thought  necefTary  to 

*  make  any  exprefs  ftatute  for  regulating  the  method 

*  of  obtaining  the  confent  of  Parliament  •,  but,  in  this 

*  age,  we  feem  inclined  to  call  in  queftion  every  cuf- 

*  tom  and  every  maxim  eftabUftied  by  our  anceftors, 

*  efpecially  when  it   interferes   with  any  favourite 

*  point  our  minifters  have  in  view. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  it  will  be  allowed^  that  no 

*  tax  can  be  impofed  or  levied  upon  the  people,  but 

*  by  confent  of  Parliament :  This,  I  hope,  will  be 
'  allowed  to  be  one  of  the  fundamental  miaxims  of 
'  our  conftitution  ♦,  and  the  meaning  of  this  maxim 
'  I  alvvays  took  to  be,  that  no  tax  could  be  raifed 

*  but  by  a6l  of  Parliament :  but  as  there  is  no  ex- 

*  prefs  ftatute  for  regulating  the  method  of  obtaining 

*  the  confent  of  Parliament  in  this  particular,  I  do 
'  not  know  but  it  may  be  now  fiid,  that  taxes  may 

*  be  impofed,  or  the  King  may  be  enabled  to  impofe 

*  a  tax  by  a  voce,  or  by  an  addrefs  from  both  houfes 
'  of  Parliament  •,  I  am  fure  it  may  be  fxid,  that  this 
'  method  of  obtaining  the  confent  of  Parliament,  is 

*  as  fafficient  for  the  raifing  of  money,  as  it  is  for 
'  the  raifing  of  an  army  :  Indeed  if  we  agree  to  the 

.'  propofition  now  before  us,  it  will  feem  to  infinuate 

*  as  much  j  for  tho'  we  do  not  thereby  exprefly  im- 

O  3  '  power 
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*  power  his  Majefly  to  impofe  a  tax,  yet  we  are  to 

*  impower  him  to  borrow  money,  for  the  re-pay- 

*  ment  of  which,  fome  tax  or  another  muft  be  im- 
^  pofcd  next  feflion  of  Parhament  •,    and  I  do  not 

*  know  but  the  gradation  will  be  found  more  eafy, 
'  than  fome  people  at  prefent  feem  to  apprehend, 
'  for  us  to  proceed  from  impowering  the  crov/n,  by 

*  way  of  a  vote  or  an  addrefs,  to  raife  money  by  a 
'  loan,  to  that  of  impowering  the  crown  by  way  of 
^  a  vote  or  addrefs,  to  raife  money  by  any  tax  the 
*^  crown  fiiall  think  fit  to  impofe, 

'  As  to  the  mutiny  bill,  my  Lords,  I  really  did 

*  not  take  particular  notice  of  the  bill  laft  paffed  in 

*  this  hoLife  :  That  bill  is  now  become  fo  much  a  biU 

*  of  courfc,  that  I  never  once  doubted  its  being  in 

*  the  fame  words  with  other  bills  of  that  nature  for- 

*  merly  paiTed  in  Parliament,  and  therefore  I  did 
'  not  read  it  with  that  attention  which  I  ought  to, 
'  have  done  ^  but  I  am  fure  that  in  fome  former  bills 
*^  of  the  fime  nature,  the  number  of  forces  to  be 
'  kept  up,  v/as  mentioned  to  be  fo  many,  and  no 

*  piore :  Whether  the  words  no  more  be  in   the  laft 

*  bill  I  cannot  determine  \  but  grant  they  are  not,  I 
^  am   perfuaded  fome  Lord  of  this  hoiife,  or  fome 

*  member  of  the  other,  would  have  taken  notice  of 
'  their  having  been  left  out,  if  it  had  not  been  thought 
'  that  they   muft  necelfarily  be  underftood  :  And  I 

*  think  every  man  has  good  reafcn  to  fuppofe,  that  no 
^  greater  number  of  the  fubje6ls  of  England^  can  be 
'  fubjedbed  to  the  martial  law,  than  the  number  men- 
'  tioned  in  that  bill,  whether  the  words  no  more  be 

*  added  or  not.  It  is  certain,  that  no  part  of  the 
"•  common  law,  much  lefs  magna  charta^  or  any  other 

*  exprefs  ftatute,  can  be  repealed,  but  by  adl  of  Par- 
'-  liamcnt :  1  hope  it  will  not  be  faid,  that  any  one 
'  of  the  flanding  laws  of  England  can  be  repealed 

*  by  a  vote  or  an  addrefs  from  both  hqufes  ot  Par- 

*  liament,  tho'  I  do  not  know  indeed,  but  even  this 
\  do(5trine  may  hereafter  be  infilled  on,  as  a  natural 

*  con- 
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confeqiience  of  the  dod:rine  this  day  advanced  in 
this  houfe. 

*  However,  my  Lords,  I  hope  we  will  not  this 
day  advance  fo  far  in  ournew  improvements  •,  and 
therefore  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  no  private  man 
can  be  (tripped  of  thofe  liberties  and  privileges, 
which  he  enjoys  by  ?nag}m  charta^  and  many  o- 
ther  exprefs  ftatutes,  without  a  new  law  made  for 
that  purpofe  •,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  granted  that 
whatever  general  words  are  in  any  ftatute,  which 
are,  or  may  feem  to  be,  contrary  to  the  liberty  of 
the  fubjed:,  are  always  to  be  taken  in  the  mofb 
confined  fenfe  ;  they  cannot  be  fo  much  as  ex- 
plained, much  lefs  extended,  by  a  vote  or  by  an 
addrefs,  of  either  or  of  both  houfcs  of  Parliament, 
It  will  likewife,  I  hope,  be  granted,  that  all  thofe 
who  are,  by  the  mutiny  bill  fubjeded  to  the  mar- 
tial law,  are  thereby  ftripped  of  a  great  many  of 
thofe  liberties  and  privileges  which  they  are  inti- 
tled  to,  as  fubjecls  of  England ;  and  therefore,  if 
there  are  any  general  words  in  that  bill,  for  fub- 
jecling  all  thofe  to  the  martial  law  who  fhall  there- 
after inlilt  in  his  Majefty's  fervice  ;  theft  general 
words  muft  refer  to  the  particular  number  of  men 
mentioned  in  the  bill,  and  when  that  number  is 
complete,  no  man  that  lifts  thereafter  can  be  fub- 
jcded  to  the  martial  law,  either  by  a  vote  or  an 
addrefs  *,  there  muft  be  a  new  bill  for  that  purpofe, 
otherwife  there  is  not  a  man  in  the  kingdom  but 
may  be  ftripped  of  moft  of  the  valuable  privileges 
he  enjoys  as  a  fubjed  of  England^  by  a  fingle  vote 
in  Parliament ;  for  if  we  can,  by  a  vote  or  an 
addrefs,  impower  his  Majefty  to  raife  as  many 
land  forces  as  he  pleafes,  and  fubjedl  all  the  forces 
fo  raifed  to  the  military  law,  we  certainly  can, 
by  the  fame  method,  impower  the  crown  to  im- 
prefs  men  into  the  fervice  •,  and  if  fuch  a  vote  (hould 
be  pafied,  what  man  in  the  nation  could  fay  he 
had  an  hour's  certainty  of  enjoying  thofe  liberties 

O  4  _'  an 
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'  and  privileges  he  is  intitled  to  as  a  fubje^l  of  Eng- 

*  land. 

*  My  Lords,  till  this  day  it  has  always  been  held 

'  for  an  undoubted  truth,   that  the  confent  of  Par- 

'  jiament  cannot  be  obtained  any  other  way  than  by 

'  a  bill  brought  into  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  and 

*  regularly  pafied  through  both :   By  the  cuftom  of 

*  Parliament  this  bill  muft  be  twice  read,  then  com- 

*  mitted,  and  then  read  a  third  time  in  each  houfe 

*  of  Parliament,  before  it  can  be  prefented  to  the 
'  King  for  his  confent  -,  and  then  at  lafl  it  muft  have 

*  the  royal  afTent,  before  it  can  be  looked  on  as  a 
'  law  of  this  kingdom,  or  as  a  regulation  to  which 
'  the  Parliament  has  given  its  confent.  Thefe  forms 
''*  and  methods  of  proceeding  in  Parliament  were 
"  wifely  eftabliihed  by  our  anceftors,   to  give  time 

*  to  every  gentleman  of  either  houfe  to  be  fully  ap- 
^  prifcd  of  v/hat  he  was  about,  to  confider  maturely 

*  all  the  confequences  of  what  was  propofed,   and 

*  even  to  confult  and  advife  with  his  friends,  before 
'  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  determine  himfelf  as  to 
^  either  fide  of  the  queftion  •,  and  if  ever  this  method 
'  fhould  be  altered,  if  ever  the  dodrine  fliould  take 
'  place,  that  v/e  may  do  as  much  by  a  vote  as  we 
■^  can  do  by  a  bill,  our  conftitution  will  be  upon  the 
'  moft  precarious  footing  -,  both  houfes  of  Parlia- 
^  ment  may  be  furprifed  into  a  thing,  which  it  will 
*•  never  be  in  the  power  of  the  nation  to  retrieve  ; 
'  nay,  I  do  not  know  but  fome  day  or  another  both 

*  houfes  of  Parliament  may  be  brought  in,  by  fur- 
'  prife,  to  furrender  up  to  the  crown  all  the  rights, 
"-  liberties,  and  privileges  of  their  country,  by  one 
'  fingle  vote. 

'  There  is  a  very  great  difference,   my  Lords, 

*  between  anticipated  promifes  and  future  provifions. 
'^  The  firft  a  running  in  debt,  the  other  is  a  pay- 

*  ing  of  ready  money  for  what  we  have  \  and  the 

*  nature  of  mankind  is  fuch,  that  mofl  men  are  apt 
^  to  be  more  extravagant  when  they  live  upon  cre- 

*  dir. 


A.  173+-  DEBATES.  201 

die,  that  when  they  pay  reiuly  money  for  every 
thing  they  have.  This  nation  has  already  lufFcrcd 
feverely  by  the  former  pradicc,  and  therefore  I 
\vi(h  we  would  begin  to  think  of  following  the  latter 
only,  for  the  future :  But  there  is  this  farther  diflercnce 
between  the  Parhament's  providing  afterwards  for 
what  the  nation  has  been  obliged  neceflarily  to 
expend,  and  promifing  before-hand  to  provide  for 
what  the  adminillration  may  thereafter  think  them- 
felves  neceffarily  obliged  to  expend,  that  in  the  firft 
cafe,  the  honour  of  Parliam.ent  is  no  v/ay  engaged 
to  the  creditors  of  the  public  ;  and  if  the  nation 
fhould  be  idly  and  extravagantly  run  into  debt,  I 
believe  the  Parliament  would  not  think  themfelves 
any  way  obliged  to  pay  the  debts  which  had  been 
fo  contra6led,  efpecialjy,  becaufe  in  fuch  a  cafe  it 
may  be  fuppofed,  that  thofe  who  had,  upon  fuch 
an  account,  become  the  creditors  of  the  public, 
would  generally  confift:  of  the  creatures  and  favou- 
rites, perhaps  the  truftees  of  the  minifters ;  but  in 
the  latter  cafe,  the  Parliament  (lands  engaged  for 
all  the  debts  that  fliall  be  contracted,  whether  the 
expence  was  necedary  or  not :  The  giving  of  an- 
ticipated promifes  is  giving  a  previous  credit  to 
miniilers,  it  is  putting  a  parliamentary  trufl  in  them, 
it  is  really  verting  in  the  minifters  a  parliamentary 
authority,  by  which  many  innocent  private  men 
may  be  encouraged  and  drawn  in  to  lend  them  their 
money  •,  and  therefore  the  honour  of  Parliament 
Hands  engaged  to  repay  that  money  to  the  public 
creditors,  without  any  regard  whether  it  has  been 
necelTarily  expended  tor  the  benefit  of  the  public  or 
not. 

'  I  (hall  readily  grnnt,  my  Lords,  that  if,  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuch  anricipated  promifes,  the  mini- 
fters fnould  run  the  nation  into  an  unnecefTary  ex- 
pence,  the  next  Parliament  might  punifli  the  mi- 
nifters who  had  advifed  fuch  meafures  ;  but  fup- 
pofe  iucU  minifters  were  actually  hanged  up,  as 
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they  certainly  would  deferve,  would  that  make 
good  the  damage  the  nation  had  fuftained  ?  Their 
fufFerings  might  perhaps  make  fome  holy  days  for 
the  populace  :  But  can  we  fuppofe  that  their  eftates 
would  be  fufficient  to  reimburfe  the  public,  or  to 
fatisfy  the  debts  with  which  they  had  loaded  the 
public,  by  means  of  the  credit  imprudently  given 
to  them  by  Parliament  ?  Surely  there  is  more  wif- 
dom  in  not  putting  it  in  a  man's  power  to  betray 
his  truft,  than  there  is  in  foolifhly  and  needlefly 
repofing  a  great  truft  in  a  man,  whereby  he  is  not 
only  enabled,  but  perhaps  tempted  to  cheat  one, 
and  then  hanging  him  for  doing  fo.  This  is  real-, 
ly  the  prefent  cafe  ;  the  giving  fuch  an  unlimited 
credit  to  miniflers,  is  really  laying  them  under  a 
very  great  temptation  to  defraud  the  public.  We 
know,  my  Lords,  how  natural  it  is  for  men  to 
hope  for  impunity  •,  nay,  we  knov/  how  difficult 
it  is  even  for  Parliaments  to  bring  g^eat  and  high 
criminals  to  condign  punifhment ;  and  fuch  a 
power  and  credit  as  are  now  propofed  to  be  gi- 
ven, may  afford  a  precedent,  by  which  fome  fu- 
ture minifber  may  be  enabled  to  put  it  abfolutely 
out  of  the  power,  both  of  the  Parliament  and  the 
people,  ever  to  punifh  him,  or  any  fuch  as  him 
thereafter. 

'  The  power  and  the  credit  now  propofed  for  us 
to  give,  are,  my  Lords,  at  all  times  dangerous, 
but  much  more  fo  when  granted  at  the  very  end 
of  a  Parliament,  and  juil  before  a  new  eledlion.  I 
do  not  believe  that  any  bad  ufe  will  be  made  of  the 
unlimited  credit  now  propofed  to  be  given  ;  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a  bad  ufe  can  be  made  of 
any  powers  we  give  under  his  Majefty's  wifj  ad- 
miniltration  ^  but  I  do  not  know  what  may  hap- 
pen hereafter  :  If  wc  fliould  ever  chance  to  have 
an  ambitious  Prince  upon  the  tlirone,  or  a  weak 
prince,  under  the  fole  management  of  a  guilty  and^ 
wicked  minifcer,  a  precedent  may  be  made  of. 
1  *  what 
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what  is  now  propofcti  ',  the  fame  unhinitcd  powers 
may  be  then  obtained  from  an  expiring  Parhamenr, 
under  pretence  of  defending  the  nation  againft  ima- 
ginary and  unknown  dangers,  but  really  in  order 
doubly  to  arm  that  Prince  or  minifter  againft  our 
conftitution:  That  is  to  fay,  to  furnifli  him  widi 
money  to  be  laid  out  in  procuring  a  majority  of 
the  creatures  and  flaves  of  the  adminiftration,  to 
be  returned  for  the  enfuing  Parliament  *,  but  in  cafe 
he  fhould  tail  of  fuccefs  in  that  attempt,  to  furniili 
him  with  fuch  a  {landing  army,  as  might  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  protect  him  againft  the  higheft  refentment 
of  the  new  Parliament,  or  to  fupport  him  without 
any  Parliament  at  all.  If  the  firft  proje6l  fhould 
fucceed  •,  if  he  fhould  by  bribery  get  a  Parliament 
to  his  mind,  fuch  a  Parliament,  we  may  believe, 
would  certainly  conclude  with  a  like  vote  of  credit, 
in  order  to  chufe  the  next :  And  thus  a  tyrannical 
adminiftration  and  a  Havifh  Parliament,  would  for 
ever  be  entailed  upon  this  nation.  Rut  fuppofe  he 
fhould  fliil  in  his  proje6l  of  bribery,  he  v/ould  then 
have  recourfe  to  his  army,  and  might  thereby  fup- 
port himfelf  v/ithout  any  Parliament  at  all  ;  for 
furely  no  man  can  fuppofe  that  a  Prince  or  mini- 
fter, with  a  numerous  itanding  army  intirely  under 
his  direftion,  and  commanded  by  fuch  officers  only, 
as  he  fiiall  pleafe  to  appoint,  will  ever  want 
money  to  fupport  that  army,  or  to  anfwer  the 
other  demands  of  his  government :  As  long  as  the 
Parliament  complies  with  all  his  requefts,  he  will 
accept  of  what  money  he  wants  in  a  legal  way ; 
but  if  the  Parliament  ftiould  once  begin  to  refufe, 
he  will  then  refolve  to  raife  that  money  in  an 
illegal  way,  which  he  finds  he  cannot  have  in  a 
legal.  _ 

'  This,  I  hope,  my  Lords,  is  not  the  defign  at 
prefent  •,  but  as  what  is  now  propofed  may  give 
encouragement  to  the  forming  of  fuch  defigns,  and 
may  be  made  a  precedent  for  rendering  that  defign 

^  fuccefsful 
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*  fliccefsful,  therefore  I  miift  be  for  difagrceing  with 

*  the  motion.* 

The  Earl  of  Poulett  fpoke  next,  in  favour  of  the 
motion  •,  then  the  Earl  of  Aylesford^  and  after  him 
the  Duke  of  Montrofe^  fpoke  both  againft  the  mo- 
tion, and  neiJit, 

^-^y^^  ^'"'^'      The  Lord  Chancellor.     *  My  Lords,  the  prefent 

fpeech.      *  fituation  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  is  fo  well  known 

'  to  every  Lord  in  this  houfe,  that  it  is  very  unne- 

'  ceflary  to  give  any  particular  account  of  them: 

*  Confidering  the  dangerous  and  heavy  v/ar  now  ac- 

*  tually  begun,  and  the  many  powers  engaged  in 

*  that  war,   it  is  certain  that  fome  accidents  may  oc- 

*  cur,  which  may  threaten  this  nation  with  great  and 
'  imminent  dangers :    This  was,  we  may  fuppofe, 

*  the  occafion  of  the  prefent  meffage  from  his  Ma- 
^  jefty  to  this  houfe ;  and  it  muft  be  granted,  that 
'  this  was  a  moil  weighty  reafon  for  fending  fuch  a 

*  mefiage  \  but  as  by  that  mefiage  his  Majelly  de- 
'  iires  no  powers  but  what  were  before  veiled  in 
'  him,  therefore  we  are  to  look  upon  it  only  as  an 
'  application  from  his  Majefty,  for  the  advice  of  his 
^  Parliament,  w^ith  relation  to  what  may  be  thought 
'  mod  proper  to  be  done  at  fuch  a  critical  jun6ture  5 

*  and  the  addrefs  prppofed  by  the  noble  Duke,  is, 

*  in  my  opinion,  the  mod  dutiful  and  the  mod  pro- 

*  per  return  we  can  make  to  fuch  a  gracious  mcf- 
^  fage. 

'  If  without  fending  any  fuch  mefiage  to  Parlia- 

*  menr,  the  minifters,  in  cafe  of  an  abfolute  necefii- 

*  ty,    had  augmented  our  forces  both  by  fea  and 

*  land,  and  Jiad  borrowed  niv^ney  for  that  purpofe, 

*  can  it  be  doubted,  but  that  the  next  Parliament 

*  would  have  approved  of  fuch  meafurcs,  and  would 
^  have  provided  tor  fuch  cxpence?  But  if  they  fhould 

.*  augment  our  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  or  put 

*  the  nation  to  any  expencc,  without  an  apparent 

*  peceflity 
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'  necefTity  for  fo  doing,   is  there  any  thing  in  the  atl- 

*  drefs  propofed  that  can  tend  to  juflity  tlicm  for 
'  fuch  a  piece  of  mifmanagcment  ?  Will  not  the  next 
'  Parliament  be  left  as  fully  at  liberty  to  punifh  them, 

*  as  if  no  fuch  melTage  had  ever  iDcen  fcnt  to  Par- 
'  liament,  nor  any  fuch  addrefs  prefented  by  Par- 

*  liament  to  the  King  ? 

'  I  will  grant,  my  Lords,  that  by  the  addrefs 
'  propofed,  the  minifters  may  have  a  little  more  cre- 
^  dit  among  the  people  than  otherwife  they  might 
'  have  had.     I  will  allow,  that  the  honour  of  Par- 

*  liament  will,  by  the  addrefs  propofed,  be  engaged 
'  to  provide  for  the  expence  that  may  be  incurred, 

*  and  to  repay  the  money  that  may  be  borrowed  on 

*  that  account,  whether  it  fhall  appear  that  fuch  ex- 

*  pence  was  neccfifary  or  not;  but  this  is  the  very 

*  reafon  that  I  am  for  the  propofition  made  to  us  : 
'  Surely  in  fuch  a  dangerous  fituation  as  the  affairs  of 
^  Europe  are  in  at  prefent,  the  nation  is  not  to  be  Mt 

*  defencelefs,  for  fear  a  bad  ufe  fhould  be  made  of 
'  the  powers  granted  for  providing  for  its  defence. 
'  Shall  we  refufe  a  reafonable  credit,  or  rcafonable 
'  powers  to  our  government,  and  thereby  expofe  the 
'  nation  to  be  invaded  or  over-run  by  a  foreign  ene- 
'  my,  and  our  government  perhaps  intirely   fub- 

*  verted,  only  for  fear  that  by  granting  fuch  a  credit 

*  the  nation  may  perhaps  be  brought  into  a  little  un- 
'  neceffary  expence,  or  for  fear  our  minifters  lliould 

*  make  a  bad  ufe  of  that  truft  which  w.e  repofe  ia 
'  them?  My  Lords,  it  is  abfolutely  necefiliry,  at  all 
'  times  and  in  all  countries,  to  put  fome  truft  in  thofe 
'  who  are  appointed  to  adminifter  the  affairs  of  the 
'  public  ;  without  fome  fuch  truft  it  would  be  im- 
'  poffible  for  any  government  to  fubfift  •,  and  the 
'  greater  danger  a  country  is  in,  the  more  truft  muft 
'  the  people  necefiarily  repofe  in  their  governors. 

'  But  there  is  another  conftderation  which  is  of 
'  greater  weight  with  me  :   IlisMajefty  tells  U5,  he 

*  has 
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has  nothing  more  at  heart  than  to  fee  the  flame  of 
war  extinguifhed  ;  and  as  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that 
his  Majefty  will  fucceed  in  his  endeavours  that  way, 
before  the  flame  comes  to  fuch  a  height,  as  that 
we  may  be  necefl^arily  obliged  to  involve  ourfelves 
in  it,  there  is  nothing  can  tend  more  towards  mak- 
ing his  Majefty's  endeavours  fuccefsful,  than  to 
convince  all  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war,  that 
there  is  a  perfecl  harmony  fubfiiling  between  his 
Majefty  and  his  Parliament ;  that  we  repofe  an  iri- 
tire  confidence  in  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  con- 
duel  *,  and  that  we  will  be  ready,  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  to  fupport  thofe  meafures  which  his  Majefty 
may  find  himlelf  obliged  to  take :  And  is  there 
any  thing  can  be  a  greater  teftimony  of  all  this  to 
foreigners,  than  our  agreeing  to  the  addrefs  novr 
propofed  ?  This  will  convince  every  one  of  thcm^ 
that  in  cafe  any  of  them,  by  their  obftinacy,  fhall 
provoke  his  Majefty  to  declare  againft  them,  he 
will  fall  upon  them  With  the  whole  power  of  this 
nation  ;  and  when  the  united  force  of  this  nation  is 
thrown  into  the  fcale,  the  weight  of  it  is  well 
known  to  all  the  powers  in  Europe, 
'  As  to  the  method  of  granting  the  power  or  thd 
credit  now  asked  for,  there  is  nothing  new  in  it ; 
it  is  what  has  been  often  pradlifed  before,  and  it 
is  now  the  m.ore  necefTary,  becaufe  it  is  proper  the 
Parliament  fhould  be  foon  dilTolved,  and  we  do 
not  know  what  may  happen  before  it  may  be  pof= 
fible  for  the  new  one  to  alTemble.  'Tis  true,  the 
prefent  Parliament  does  not  of  itfelf  expire  by  the 
feptenmal  bill^  till  the  month  of  Septe-mher  ot  05fo- 
ber  next,  fo  chat  there  is  not  any  abfolute  necefllty 
for  calling  anew  Parliament  before  that  time-,  but 
the  fooner  a  new  Parliament  is  called^  I  believe  it 
will  be  the  better  ;  for  though  a  new  Parliament 
can  do  nothing  but  what  the  prefent  may  do,  yet 
there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  the  complexion  of  a  Par- 
liament to  be  confidcred  •,  and  if  the  new  Parlia- 

*  ment 
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ment  fliall  appear  to  be  as  much  devoted  to  his 
Majefty  as  the  prefent,  it  will  fhew  that  there  is  a 
perfect  harmony  llibfifts  between  his  Majefty  and 
his  people  in  general  •,  and  the  new  Parliament 
being  to  continue  for  feven  years,  it  mufl  add  a 
much  greater  weight  to  his  Majefty's  councils,  and 
to  his  negotiations  abroad,  than  can  be  cxpedled 
from  a  Parliament  which  is  to  expire  in  fix  months. 
*  Therefore,  my  Lords,  as  there  is  nothing  new 
or  extraordinary  in  the  addrefs  propofed,  as  I  think 
it  the  mod  proper  return  can  be  made,  and  fucli 
a  return  as  we  ought  in  duty  to  make  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  mod  gracious  mefllige  *,  and  as  I  think  it 
abfolutely  neceflliry  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  and 
for  rendering  his  Majefty's  endeavours,  for  re- 
eftablifhing  the  tranquillity  of  Europe^  fuccefsful, 
I  fhall  give  my  confent  to  it.' 


Lord  Carteret  again.  '  My  Lords,  it  is  not  tOLoj-dC^; 
be  denied,  it  has  not  in  this  debate  been  denied,  teren^xw 
but  that  the  Parliament  may  grant,  and  have  for- 
merly, though  but  very  feldom,  granted  fome  ex- 
traordinary powers  to  the  crown,  when  it  has  been 
made  appear  to  them,  that  the  nation  has  actually 
been  in  any  great  and  imminent  danger  -,  but  to 
take  fuch  an  extraordinary  Hep,  to  grant  fuch  ex- 
tcnfive  and  unlimited  powers  to  the  crown,  when 
it  is  not  fo  much  as  pretended  that  the  nation  is  in 
any  imminent  danger,  I  will  aver  to  be  not  only 
a  new  but  a  mod  dangerous  precedent.  To  tell 
us  that  the  nation  may  be  in  danger,  and  therefore 
we  mud:  grant  fuch  a  power  as  is  now  demanded, 
is  certainly  fomething  very  extraordinary  :  It  is  a 
reafon  for  granting  fuch  powers,  that  will  always 
exift,  and  in  my  opinion  it  always  will,  and  al- 
ways ought,  to  be  more  prevalent  when  our  neigh- 
bours are  all  at  peace  with  one  another,  than  when 
they  are  deeply  engaged  in  a  war  v  for  if  ever  any 

*  quarrel 


Parliamentary  A.  17:54. 
quarrel  fhould  ari(e  between  us  and  any  of  them, 
if  ever  any  of  them  fhould  conceive  hopes  of  ad- 
vantage from  making  an  invafion  upon  us,  it  is 
certain,  they  will  be  in  a  better  condition,  and 
more  eafily  induced  to  revenge  that  quarrel,  or  to 
make  an  invafion,  when  they  are  no  way  engaged 
elfewhere,  than  when  they  are  deeply  engaged  in  a 
war  with  fome  other  nation,  and  have  ufe  for  all 
the  forces  they  can  raife  in  a  quite  different  part  of 
the  world. 

'  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  that  there  may 
be  occafion  for  putting  the  nation  into  a  better 
ftate  of  defence  than  it  is  in  at  prefent ;  but  I  am 
convinced  that  occafion  is  not  now  fo  prefiing,  but 
that  it  may  be  done  in  a  regular  parliamentary 
way.  To  pretend,  that  the  putting  of  an  abfo- 
lute  power  into  the  hands  of  the  crown,  will  give 
weight  to  his  Majefty's  councils,  and  to  his  nego- 
tiations abroad,  is  to  fuppofe,  that  foreigners  know 
much  lefs  of  our  conflitution,  or  of  the  temper  of 
our  people,  than  they  really  do :  Perhaps  ways  and 
means  may  be  found  to  prevail  upon  a  Parliament 
to  do  fo,  but  our  neighbours  know,  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  the  nature  of  our  conflitution  ;  from  thence 
they  will  moft  juftly  conclude,  that  fuch  a  meafure 
will  render  the  generality  of  the  people  difaffeded, 
and  this,  of  courfe,  will  diminiili  the  weight  of 
his  Majefty's  negotiations  abroad,  and  will  make 
foreigners  much  more  ready  both  to  infult  and  in- 
vade us,  than  we  can  fuppofe  they  would  otherwife 
be. 

'  I  will  admit,  my  Lords,  that  his  Majefly  has 
a  power  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the  nation, 
during  the  interval  of  Parliament  •,  but  that  power 
muft  be  very  moderately  ufed,  and  certainly  in  cafe 
of  any  fuddcn  danger,  the  Parliament  is  to  be  called 
together  as  foon  as  pofTible:  If  during  the  recefs 
of  Parliament,  it  fliould  be  difcovered  that  the 
nation  were  threatned  with  any  imminent  danger, 
T  '  his 
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his  Majcfty  may  immediately  ifllie  out  the  propef 
and  necc'flary  orders  for  augmenting  his  forces, 
both  by  fea  and  jand,  and  he  may  borrow  what 
money  may  be  immediately  neceflary  for  that  pur- 
pofe  i  but  upon  any  fuch  occafion  it  is  certain, 
that  his  Majefty  ought,  at  the  fame  time,  to  i  Tue 
a  Proclamation,  ordering  the  Parliament  to  aflem- 
ble  forthwith,  and  whoever  fhould  advifc  him 
otherwife,  would  be  to  the  highell  degree  criminal^ 
and  would  defer ve  the  fevercll  punifliment.  As 
upon  any  fuch  occifion  the  Parliament  might  meeft 
in  a  very  few  weeks,  we  cannot  fuppofc  that  any 
extraordinary  fums  could  be  wanted  in  fo  iliort  a 
time  :  And  as  his  Majefty  enjoys  the  hearts  and  the 
afredlions  of  the  people,  their  purfes  will  always  be 
open  to  him  upon  any  emergency,  when  the  dan- 
ger is  apparent,  ef^oecially  when  they  fee  ehe  Par- 
liament fummoned  to  meet,  from  which  cluy  may 
expedl  immediate  reimburfement  :  Indeed,  when 
pretended  and  imaginary  dangers  are  invented 
by  minifters,  only  for  their  ends,  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed  that  they  can  borrow  much  money  from 
the  people,  without  a  previous  authority  from  Par- 
liament for  doing  fo  :  Therefore,  as  there  never 
can  be  any  occafion  for  fuch  a  previous  authority 
in  the  time  of  real  danger  j  as  the  granting  of  fuch 
a  previous  authority  can  ferve  only  for  enabling 
minifters  to  load  the  publick,  when  there  is  no  real 
danger  to  be  apprehended  ,  as  the  granting  of  fuch 
previous  authorities  may,  fome  time  or  other^  en- 
able a  Prince  or  minifter  to  overturn  our  conftitu-^ 
tion,  no  fuch  ought  ever,  in  my  opinion,  to  be 
granted  •,  but  if  ever  any  fuch  is  to  be  granted,  ic 
ought  to  be  granted  in  a  regular  parliamentary 
manner,  and  not  in  the  manner  now  propofed  ; 
efpecially  when  even  thofe  that  afk  for  it,  in  fuch 
an  extraordinary  manner,  cannot  fo  much  as  f.\y 
that  the  nation  is  in  any  imminent  danger* 
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The  Earl  of  Scarborough  fpoke  next  for  the  quef- 
tion  ;  and  then  the  Earl  of  Hay  fpoke  in  fubftancc 
thus.  '  My  Lords,  the  affair  now  before  us,  I  take 
'  to  be' an  affair  of  the  utmoft  confequence  :  It  is  an 
'  affair  in  which  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  and  the 
«  honour  and  dignity  of  the  crown  are,  I  think,  very 

*  deeply  concerned  •,  and  therefore  I  am  furprifed  to 

*  hear  it   treated  by  fome  Lords  in  fo  ludicrous  a 

*  manner :  Such  a  method  of  treating  any  fubje6t 

*  ought  never,  I  think,  to  be  made  ufe  of  or  admit- 

*  ted  into  any  of  the  debates  in  this  houfe  ;  but  is  ftill 

*  more  improper,  when  made  ufe  of  in  a  debate  of 

*  fo  very  great  confequence  as  the  prefent. 

'  Though  this  nation,   my  Lords,  may  not  per- 

*  haps  at  this  very  inftant  be  expofed  to  any  imme- 

*  diate  danger  ;  though  we  are  not  as  yet  any  way 

*  engaged  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  prefent  war,  yet  it 

*  is  highly  probable  that  we  may,  at  laft,  be  obhged 

*  to  engage  ourfelves,  in  order  to  preferve  that  ba- 

*  lance  of  power  upon  which  the  liberties  of  Europe^ 

*  and  confequently  the  liberties  of  this  nation,  abfo- 

*  lutely  depend  •,  nay,   it  is  certain,  that  we  mud  at 

*  laft  engage  in  the  war,  in  cafe  his  Majefty  cannot, 
'  by   his  authority,  and  by  the  weight  which  his 

*  councils   may  have  in  foreign  courts,  oblige  the 

*  contending  parties  each  to  yield  up  fome  of  their 

*  pretenfions,  and  all  to  fubmit  to  the  juft  propofals 

*  which  he  may  think  proper  to  make,  for  reftoring 
*^the  tranquillity  of  Europe,    Therefore,  my  Lords, 

*  in  order  to  increafe  his  Majefty's  authority,  in  or- 

*  der  to  give  his  councils  that  weight  which  they 

*  ought  always  to  have  in  foreign  courts,  we  ought 

*  to  agree  to  the  propofition  now  made  to  us ;  for 

*  if  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war,  fee  that  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  has  an  intire  confidence  put  in  him  by  his 

*  Parliament,  and  that  this  nation  is,  in  all  events, 

*  well  provided,  not  only  for  its  defence,  but  for 

*  filling  with  great  vigour  upon  that  power,  or  that 

*  fide,,  which  ihail  by  their  obftinacy"  provoke  his 
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Majelly's  refcntmenr,  it  will  add  :\  prevailing 
weight  to  thofc  negotiarions  which  his  Majcfty 
fliall  find  it  necefTary  to  enter  into  ;  and  thereby 
the  balance  of  power  may  be  preferved,  the  tran- 
quillity of  Europe  may  be  reltored,  without  this 
nation's  being  at  all  obliged  to  take  any  fliare  in 
the  war,  and  perhaps  without  laying  his  Majcfty 
under  a  neceflity  of  making  any  great  ufe  of  thole 
powers  which  are  now  propofed  to  be  granted  to 
him :  Whereas,  if  the  powers  now  afl^ed  for 
fliould  be  refufed,  it  will  make  foreigners  be- 
lieve, that  neither  the  Parliament  nor  the  nation 
can  put  any  great  confidence  in  his  Majefty's 
conduct,  and  confequently  they  will  have  little  or 
no  regard  to  any  propofition  his  Majefty  may  make 
to  them  *,  by  which  this  nation  will,  at  lail,  bene- 
ceflarily  drawn  into  the  war,  and  will  thereby  be 
expofed  to  great  dangers  and  many  lofiTes,  and  puL 
to  an  infinite  expence. 

'  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  are  fixed,  my  Lords, 
upon  the  meafures  to  be  taken  by  this  nation  in 
the  prefent  conjuncture  ;  and  if  either  of  the  par- 
ties now  engaged  in  war,  fhould  begin  to  fulped: 
that  we  were  to  fall  m  with  the  other,  to  oppofs 
any  of  their  defigns,  or  to  put  a  check  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  arms,  they  would  im.mediately,  and 
with  as  much  difpatch  and  fecrecy  as  pofiible,  at- 
tempt to  make  an  invafion  upon  us,  efpecially  If 
they  faw  that  we  were  no  way  provided  againft 
them  :  Thefe  fufpicions  and  jealoufies  may  arife 
without  any  foundation  ;  they  may  begin  to  fufpeel 
that  his  Majefty  has  rcfolved,  and  is  preparing  to 
join  againft  them,  before  any  fuch  refolution  be 
really  taken,  or  any  preparations  made  for  that 
purpofe.  It  is  true,  his  Majefty  may  not  perhaps 
be  obliged  to  declare  himfelf  openly  on  either  fide, 
till  he  has  had  time  to  take  the  advice  and  af- 
fiftance  of  a  new  Parliament,  and  to  make  proper 
provifions  for  the  defence  of  the  natign  ;   but  it  is 
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impoflible  to  forefee  how  or  when  fome  of  our 
neighbours  may  begin  to  fufpedl  that  we  have  fuch 
a  defign,  and  therefore  it  is  neceflary  for  us  im- 
mediately to  prepare,  at  Icafl,  to  put  ourfelves  in  a 
proper  pofture  of  defence,  and  to  furnilh  his  Ma- 
jefty  with  the  powers  neceflary  for  that  purpofe. 
*  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  our  neighbours 
will  always,  even  in  time  of  peace,  be  in  as  good 
a  condition  to  execute  a  defign  fuddenly  againft 
us,  as  they  are  at  prefent.  In  time  of  peace, 
fome  few  of  their  forces  may,  perhaps,  be 
quartered  upon  their  fea  coafts  ;  but  then  thefe 
forces  are  always,  for  the  convenience  of  quarters, 
feparated  and  difperfed  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  put 
it  out  of  their  pov/er  to  aflcmble  any  great  num.ber 
at  any  one  place  upon  their  coaft,  without  giving 
us  juft  ground  for  taking  the  alarm,  and  fufficient 
time  to  provide  againfl  them :  Whereas,  at  prefent, 
they  may  march  a  great  detachment  from  their 
army,  and  that  detachment  may  be  arrived  at 
a  proper  place  for  embarking,  before  it  is  poflible 
for  us  to  know  what  rout  they  have  taken,  or  to 
fufped  that  they  are  defigned  againft  us.  In  time 
of  peace,  their  men  of  war  are  all  laid  up  in  their 
harbours,  their  feamen  are  difperfed,  and  many 
materials  are  wanting  before  a  large  fleet  can  be 
fitted  out ;  and  therefore  it  is  impoflible  to  imagine, 
that  any  of  our  neighbours  can  then  be  in  fuch 
readinefs  to  make  a  fudden  invafion  upon  us,  as 
they  are  at  prefent,  when  moft:  of  their  fhips  of 
war  are  ready  fitted  out,  well  manned,  and  pro- 
vided with  every  thing  neceflfary  for  failing  upon 
any  expedition. 

^  For  thefe  reafons,  my  Lords,  I  mufl:  conclude, 
that  we  are  now  in  greater  danger  of  being  invaded, 
than  we  can  ever  be  in  time  of  peace,  and  if  I 
fliould  refufe  to  grant  the  powers  now  afked  for,  I 
Ihould  really  think  my  felf  criminal :  If  a  fervant, 
who  knew  that  his  mafter's  houfe  was  in  danger  of 

*  being 
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'  being  attacked  by  thieves,  flioukl  \(.\\vc  the  doors 

*  open  •,  in  order  to  give  them  an  eafy  opportimicy 
'  of  entering,  to  murder  the  family  and  pkinder  the 
'  hoLife,   I  llioukl  think  fuch  a  fervant  more  guiky 

*  than  any    of   the  thieves  themfelves  ;    and    if  I 

*  fliould  refufe  to  give  my  confent  to  the  refolution 

*  propofed,  and  an  invafion  flioukl  be  afterwards 
'  fuddenly  made  upon  us,  and  this  nation  thereby 

*  involved  in  war  and  confufion,  I  fliould  look  up- 

*  on  myfelf  to  be  in  the  very  cafe  of  fuch  a  fervanr, 
'  and  therefore  guilty  of  one  of  the  moll  heinous 

*  crimes  that  can  be  cornmittcd  againfl  my 
'  country. 

Earl  of  JVinchelfea.     ^  The  noble  Lords  who  have  Earl  of 

*  fpoke  in  fupport  of  the  refolution  propofed  to  us,  'iVinchd- 
'  have  all  fpoke,  as  if  this  nation  were  no  way  pro- /^'^'^ 

'  vided  for  its  defence  ;  which  really  to  me,    my  ^f*^^^"* 

*  Lords,  feems  to  be  fomething  very  furprifing.    I 

*  cannot  comprehend  what  we  have  been  doing  in 
'  all  the  former  part  of  this  fefllon  of  Parliament,  if 

*  we  have  not  already  provided  fufficicntly  againtt 
'  any  invafion  that  can  be  fecretly  and  fuddenly  made 
'  upon  us.  Have  we  not  refolved  to  keep  up  a  very 
'  numerous  army  of  land  forces  in  this  ifland,  bc- 
^  fides  the  numerous  army  kept  up  in  the  neighbour- 
^  ing  ifland,  which  may  be  brought  over  upon 
'  any  emergency  to  our  afllftancc  •,  and  from  all  thefe 
'  cannot  we  in  a  few  days  form  an  army  of  regular 
'  troops?  I  am  fure  much  greater  than  any  army  of 
'  foreigners  that  can  be  fent  by  furprife  to  invade  us. 

*  Surely,  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  can  imagine,  thac 
^  fo  numerous  an  army  mufl  always  be  kept  up  in 
'  this  ifland,  even  in  the  time  of  the  mod  proluund 
'  tranquility  :  Nay,  if  we  were  adlually  engaged 
'  in  war,  I  hope  it  would  not  be  thought  necelfary 

*  to  keep  always  fuch  a  number  of  regular  forces  at 
'  home,  in  order  to  guard  our  own  dominions 
^  againft:  invafions  \  I  hope  it  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
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be  thought,  that  we  might  fafely  fend  a  great  part 
of  them  abroad,  in  order  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
territories  of  our  enemies,  otherwife  any  war  we 
may  hereafter  engage  in,  muft  become  very 
chargeable  and  burthenfome  to  the  nation.  But 
befides  the  land  army  we  have  already  provided, 
have  we  not  already  made  a  very  great  addition  to 
the  number  of  our  feamen,  and  have  we  not  there- 
by already  enabled  his  Majefty,  to  fit  out  a  fleet 
much  fuperior  to  any  fquadron  that  can  be  fent 
againfl  us  ?  From  all  which,  I  muft  conclude,  my 
Lbrds,  that  we  have  already  fufficiently  provided 
for  the  fafety  and  defence  of  the  nation,  againft 
any  fuddcn  and  unexpected  attack  that  can  be 
made  upon  us  -,  and  if  his  Majefty  fhould  think 
fit  to  join  either  of  the  parties  now  engaged  in  the 
war,  if  any  foreign  power  fhould  declare  war 
againft  us,  or  if  any  of  our  neighbours  fhould  open- 
ly prepare  to  invade  us,  his  Majefty  would  have 
time  enough  to  call  the  Parliament  together, 
and  thereby  we  fliould  have  an  opportunity  of 
providing,  in  a  regular  Parliamentary  way,  for 
whatever  fhould  be  thought  proper  either  for  offence 
or  defence. 

I  hope,  my  Lords,  I  fliall  always  be  as  ready 
as  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  to  put  all  proper  con- 
fidence in  his  Majefty :  lam  upon  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  extremely  willing  to  ftrengthen  his  Ma- 
jefty's  hands  as  much  as  pofTible,  in  order  to 
add  weight  to  his  negotiations,  and  to  enable  him 
to  rcftore,  by  his  influence,  the  tranquility  of 
Europe^  or  to  prefer ve,  by  his  power,  the  liberties  of 
Europe  \  but  is  there  no  way  of  preferving  the  li- 
berties of  Europe^  without  making  a  facrifice  of 
the  liberties  of  Great  Britain  ?■  Are  we,  under  fuch 
a  pretence,  to  give  up  the  rights  of  Parliament  ? 
Are  y/e  to  put  an  abiblute  and  an  unlimited  power, 
and  by  fucfi  an  extraordinary  method  too,  into  the 
hands  of  his  Majefty's  minilters?  N05  my  Lords', 
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no  fuch  power  can  ever  be  neccflary  ;  I  hope  tlils 
hoafe  will  never  agree  to  any  fuch  minidcrial  de- 
mand ',  for,  the  prclent  I  mull  look  upon  as  fuch : 
I  Ihall  always  look  upon  fuch  extenfive  demands 
as  coming  from  the  minifters  only  ;  they  may  be 
necefTary  for  the  prote6ling  of  guilty  miniflers, 
but  they  can  never  be  necefTary  for  prcferving  the 
honour  or  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 
'  The  King  has,  no  doubt,  a  power  to  make 
what  treaties,  and  to  enter  into  what  negotiations 
he  may  think  proper  •,  and  if  the  nation  fhould 
happen  to  be  threatened  with  any  immediate  at- 
tack, he  may,  and  I  hope  always  will  take  the 
proper  meafures  for  preventing  or  defeating  that 
attack  :  In  all  fuch  cafes,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
but  the  Parliament  will  approve  of  what  has  been 
done,  when  they  come  to  examine  into  the  mea- 
fures lb  taken,  and  find  that  they  were  wifely  con- 
certed, and  neceflliry  for  the  end  propofed  ;  but  If 
the  contrary  fhould  appear,  •,  if  it  fhould  appear  , 
that  difhonourable  and  inconfillent  treaties  have 
been  concluded  ;  that  ridiculous  negotiations  have 
been  fet  on  foot,  and  ridiculoufly  carried  on  •,  that 
the  nation  has  been  fometimes  expofed  to  dangers 
and  infults  without  any  jufl  caufe,  and  often  put  to 
great  expence  when  no  danger  could  pofTibly  be 
apprehended  ;  has  not  the  Parliament,  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  a  power  ^  Are  they  not  in  honour,  in  duty 
to  their  country,  bound  to  inquire  into  luch  mif- 
condud,  and  to  punifli  the  authors  of  fuch  knavifh 
or  fuch  foolifh  councils  ?  And  fhall  we,  my  Lords, 
thus  before-hand,  approve  of  whatever  negotiations 
or  treaties  the  minillers  may  be  pleafed  to  advile  his 
Majefty  to  enter  into  or  conclude  ?  Shall  we  thus 
give  an  anticipated  promife  to  provide  for  what-^ 
ever  expence  the  miniflers  may  pretend  to  think 
necefTary  for  the  nation's  defence  ?  No  miniflers 
ouglu  to  defire  fnch  an  implicit  faith  to  be  placed 

P  4  .*  ia 


Par  L  lAMEN  T  ARY      A.  17^4.' 

in  their  future  management,  and  I  cannot  think 
that  the  prefent,  by  their  late  condud:,  defer ve  any 
fuch  extraordinary  confidence. 

'  Wi^h  refped  to  thofe  who  may  become  credi- 
tors of  the  public,  the  difference  betwixt  an  anti- 
cipated promile  and  a  pofberior  approbation  has 
been  already  fully  explained  :  It  has  by  both  fides 
been  admitted,  that  the  honour  of  Parliament  in 
the  firfl  cafe  frands  engaged  to  the  creditors  of  the 
public,  whether  the  expence  incurred  may  be 
thought  neceflary  or  not ;  but  in  the  laft  cafe  the 
honour  of  Parliament  does  not  ftand  engaged,  un- 
lefs  it  appear  to  them  that  the  expence  was  necef- 
farily  incurred.  But  I  mud  likewife  take  notice, 
my  Lords,  that  it  is  the  fame  with  refpedl  to  any 
treaties  that  may  be  entered  into :  When  the  Par- 
liament grants  before-hand  fuch  full  powers  as  are 
at  prefent  demanded,  the  honour  of  Parliament 
(lands  engaged  to  fee  fuch  treaties  pun6lually  per- 
formed, whether  they  be  confident  with  the  ho- 
nour and  intercft  of  the  nation  or  not  •,  but  when 
treaties  are  concluded,  without  any  fuch  full  powers 
from  Parliament,  the  honour  of  Parliament  is  .no 
way  engaged  to  perform  them,  unlefs  they  ap- 
prove them  ;  the  moil  that  the  Parliament  or  the 
nation  are  in  honour  obliged  to  do  in  that  cafe,  is, 
to  make  a  facrifice  of  thofe  minifters,  who  en- 
gaged their  country  in  fuch  difhonourable  or  dif- 
advantageous  treaties  •,  but  in  the  fir  ft  cafe,  I  do 
not  fje  how  the  nation  could  get  off  from  the  obli- 
gation, unlefs  it  were  by  making  a  facrifice  of  all 
thofe  members  of  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  who 
confented  to  che  granting  of  fuch  powers,  as  well 
as  of  the  m'initters  themfelves. 

'  I  will  agree  that  the  queftlon  now  before  us  is 
jin  affair  of  the  utmoft  confequence  ;  it  is  an  affair 
in  which  tlie  fafety  of  the  nation,  and  the  honour 
and  dignity  of  the  crown  are  deeply  concerned  j 
but  I  am  convinced  that  the  fatety  of  the  nation,  and 
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the  prcfcrvarion  of  the  honour  and  dlgiilry  of  the 
crown,  confifl  in  rejeding  the  propofirion  now  be- 
fore US  :  In  this  the  fafcty  of  the  nation  ccriainly 
confifts  ;  b?caufe  our  agreeing  to  the  propofirion 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be,  to  bring  the  nation 
into  a  real  domed ic  danger,  under  the  pretence  of 
providing  againft  a  foreign  danger,  that  is  citiier 
altogether  imaginary,  or  fo  diilant,  that  it  may 
eafily  be  provided  againft  without  making  a  facri- 
fice  of  our  conflitution  -,  and  as  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  confids  in  our 
King's  being  the  King  of  a  free  people,  therefore 
every  thing  that  may  tend  to  encroach  upon  the 
freedom  of  the  people,  which  this  propofition  di- 
rectly does,  mull  derogate  both  from  the  honour 
and  the  dignity  of  the  crown. 
'  I  fliall  likewife  grant,  that  the  prefent  fubjcvft 
ought  to  be  treated  in  the  moft  ferious  manner  :  I 
am  really  forry  to  hear  fuch  arguments  founded 
upon  fuch  pretended  dangers  -,  for  I  may  venture 
to  prophefy,  that  if  ever  the  Parliament  o^  Great 
Britain  fhould  come  into  the  practice  of  raifing 
phantoms  in  the  air,  as  an  excufe  for  their  granting 
extraordinary  powers  to  minifters  of  ftate,  the 
liberties  of  this  nation  will  then  begin  to  (land  upon 
a  very  precarious  footing  :  They  will  depend 
intirely  upon  the  minifters  for  the  time  being  •,  if 
they  make  a  right  ufe  of  the  powers  granted  them, 
our  conftitution  may  be,  during  their  time,  pre- 
ferved  j  but  they  may,  whenever  they  pleale,  turn 
thofe  powers  towards  the  overthrow  of  our  con- 
ftitution-,  and  as  the  future  fafety  of  minifters  of 
date  may,  very  probably,  foon  come  to  depend 
upon  the  overthrow  of  our  conditution,  afrer  our 
liberties  come  to  depend  upon  fuch  guardians,  I 
am  afraid  they  will  be  but  diort- lived. 
'  The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  lad  told  us,  that  the  " 
fervant  who  left  his  maiter's  door  open  lor  the 
thieves  to  enter  and  deal,  was  as  crin^inal  as  the 

'  tliicves 
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thieves  themfelves  :  In  this  I  agree  with  him  ;  but 
in  the  prefent  cafe,  who  is  the  criminal,  the 
treacherous  fervant  P  We  are  told,  that  the  nation 
is  now  in  no  greater  danger  than  it  was  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  fefTion  •,  therefore  we,  are  now  either 
in  no  danger,  and  confequently  under  no  necefTity 
of  granting  the  powers  afked  for  ;  or  we  were 
then  in  great  danger,  and  the  criminal,  the 
treacherous  fervant  mud  be  he  who  then  knew  of 
that  danger,  and  yet  has  concealed  it  from  us ; 
has  concealed  the  defign  and  approach  of  the 
thieves,  till  it  is  become  impoffible  for  us  to  fhut 
our  doors  againft  them ;  till  it  is  become  im- 
poffible for  us  to  guard  againft  the  danger  from 
without,  but  by  expofing  our  felves  to  as  great 
danger  from  within.' 

Lord  Hervey,  *  My  Lords,  as  fo  much  has  been 
faid  in  favour  of  this  queltion,  by  the  noble  Lords 
who  have  fpoke  before  me  in  the  debate,  I  fliali 
give  you  but  a  very  little  trouble  on  the  fubjed:. 
I  fhall  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  danger  we 
may  be  in  is  now  neither  greater  nor  more  im- 
minent than  it  was  the  very  firft  day  of  the  feffion  ; 
yet  1  think  a  very  good  and  fufficient  reafon  may 
be  alTigned,  for  his  Majefty's  being  now  obliged 
to  make  an  application  to  his  Parliament  for  far- 
ther powers,  which  he  did  not  think  himfelf  under 
any  neceffity  to  make  at  the  beginning,  or  during 
the  continuance  of  the  feffion. 
'  Tho'  this  nation  was  in  danger  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feffion,  yet,  my  Lords,  his  Majefty  did  not 
think  the  danger  fo  imminent  as  to  oblige  him  to 
put  his  people  to  any  greater  expence,  than  what 
was  at  that  time  propoied,  and  has  been  provided 
for  by  Parliament.  While  the  Parliament  con- 
tinued fitting,  his  Majefty  had  no  ufe  for  any  far- 
ther power,  becaufe,  if  the  danger  fhould  have 
approached  nearer,  or  ihould  have  begun  to  appear 

'  more 
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more  formidable,  his  Majefty  could  have  im- 
mediately applied  to  his  Parliament  for  farther 
alTiftance  -,  but,  as  an  end  is  foon  to  be  put  to  this 
fcdion  of  Parliament,  as  even  the  Parliament  itfelf 
will  probably  foon  be  diflblved,  the  danger  may 
become  more  imminent  •,  it  may  become  more  for- 
midable before  the  next  Parliament  can  meet ;  and 
as  his  Majefty  cannot,  in  that  cafe,  immediately 
apply  to  Parliament  for  firthcr  afliftance,  therefore, 
as  he  always  has  the  quiet  and  fafety  of  his  people 
much  at  heart,  he  thinks  himfelf  obliged  to  afk 
for  fome  conditional  powers,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  enabled,  during  the  interval  of  Parliament,  to 
do  that  which  the  Parliament,  if  it  were  fitting, 
would  mod  certainly  enable  him  to  do,  as  foon  as 
he  thought  fit  to  apply  for  the  fame  ;  that  is,  to 
make  fuch  flirther  augmentation  of  his  forces,  either 
by  fea  or" land,  as  may  be  absolutely  neceflary  for 
the  honour  and  defence  of  his  kingdoms,  and  to 
concert  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  may 
require. 

'  If  the  danger,  my  Lords,  had  become,  or  were 
now  more  imminent  or  more  formidable  than  it 
appeared  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefTion,  his  Ma- 
jefty would  certainly  have  applied  for  an  immediate 
augmentation  of  his  forees  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  for  a  provifion's  being  made  by  Parliament 
for  that  purpofe  ;  and  in  fuch  a  cafe  whatever  had 
been  done  by  Parliament  muft  have  been  done  by 
way  of  bill  ;  but  as  there  is  no  necelTity  for  any 
immediate  augmentation,  his  Majefty,  willing  to 
put  off  as  long  as  he  can,  charging  his  people  with 
any  new  expence,  only  defires  a  power  to  make 
that  augmentation,  in  cafe  it  fhould  become  ne- 
cefTary,  at  a  time  when  he  cannot  poflibly  have  - 
the  immediate  afTiftance  of  his  Parliament.  This, 
my  Lords,  I  muft  think  extremely  reafonable, 
:  nay,    eyen  abfoiutely  necellary,    confidering  the 

^  prefcnt 
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*  prefent  (late  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  ;  and  there- 
'  fore  I  cannot  refufe  my  confent  to  the  propofition 
'  made  to  us,' 

2ueilion.  The  queitlon  was  then  put,  and  upon  a  divifion 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative.  Of  Lords  in  the 
houfe,  there  were  y6  contents,  and  39  not  con- 
tents ;  and  of  proxies  there  were  25  contents,  and 
19  not  contents. 

Upon  this  the  two  following  protefts  were  entered 
upon  the  journals  of  the  houfe. 

Die  Veneris^  2^  Martti^   1734. 

?rotefb     ry^  I^  E  order  of  the  day  being  read,    for  taking      \ 
'"vif7    -^      into  confideration  his  Majelty's  mo' 
jnjf.   meflage  delivered  to  this  ihoufe  yefterday. 


It  was  moved  to  relblve,  That  an  humble  addrefs 
be  prefented  to  his  Majefty,  to  exprefs  the  dutiful 
and  grateful  fenfe  which  this  houfe  conceives  of  his 
royal  care  and  attention  for  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  his  kingdoms :  To  declare  their  unalterable  fide- 
lity to  his  Majefty,  and  their  earneit  defire,  that  his 
endeavours  for  an  accomodation  may  be  effeclual, 
and  that  his  Majefty  may,  in  all  events,  be  in  a  con- 
dition to  make  good  fuch  engagements  as  honour, 
juftice  and  prudence,  may  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  or 
contrad,  and  that  his  dominions  may  not  be  expofed 
to  any  defperate  attempts,  efpecially  at  a  time  when 
it  may  be  impoffible  for  the  great  council  of  the  na^ 
tion  to  be  immediately  convened  :  To  give  his  Ma- 
jefty the  ftrongeft  afiurances,  that  this  houfe  will 
chearfully  fupport  him,  in  making  fuch  flirthcr 
augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  as 
fliall  be  neceir.iry  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his 
kingdoms  :  and  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as  the 
exigency  of  affliirs  may  require  j  and  to  return  his 
I  Majefty 
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Majefty  the  thanks  of  this  houfe  for  his  gracious  tlccla- 
ration,  that  an  account  of  ciny  augmentations  made, 
and  fervices  performed,  fhall  belaid  before  the  next 
Parliament ;  this  houfe  repofing  an  intire  confidence 
in  his  Majeity's  royal  vvifdom  and  paternal  concern 
for  the  true  interefts  of  his  people. 

Which  being  objected  to,  and  debate  thereupon. 

The  queflion  was  put,  Whether  fuch  addrefs  fhall 
be  prefented  to  his  Majelly  ? 

Contents     76)  Not  Contents     397      ^ 

Proxies       25  J  Proxies  195    ^ 

Dljfentient. 

BEcaufe  we  are  of  opinion,  that  no  free  people 
fhould,  on  any  occafion  whatever,  veft  in  any 
perfon  an  unlimited  power  for  an  indefinite  time  ;  and 
whenever  they  do,  they  at  the  fame  time  refign  their 
liberty. 


Abingdon^ 

Bathnrfty 

Kery 

Cobbamy 

Chsprfieldy 

Coventryy 

BriftoU 

Carterety 

Montjoxy 

Marchmonty 

Berkfhirey 

Folevy 

Burlington  y 

Oxford  and  Mort.  Thanet^ 

Litchfield^ 

MontrofCy 

Bedford, 

JVilloiighby  de  Br 

\  IVey mouthy 

Tweedale, 

Gowery 

Shaftjhuryy 

Cardiga?7y 

Clinton^ 

Grahamey 

CraveUy 

Northampton^ 

Boyky 

Winchelfea    and 

Strafford^ 

Stairy 

Nottingham, 

Aylesfordy 

0 

Biffentient. 
i.T^Ecaufe  we  conceive  an  addrefs  of  this  kind, 
Xj  impowering  the  crown  to  raife  men  and  mo- 
ney, without  fpecifying  the  numbers,  or  the  fum,  is 

UP.war- 
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unwarranted  by  any  precedent,  and  is  of  the  moft: 
dangerous  confequence  •,  for  it  feems  to  us  totally  to 
fubvert  the  very  foundation  of  our  conflirution,  the 
wifdom  of  our  anceftors  having  provided  many  re- 
gular fleps,  and  folemn  forms,  for  granting  fupplies 
to  the  crown  -,  whereas  this  new  method,  of  a  fudden 
addrefs  upon  a  meflage,  at  once  fruftrates  and  eludes 
all  thofe  wife  and  ancient  precaudons. 

2.  Becaufe  the  hiftory  of  feveral  countries,  for- 
merly free,  furnifhes  us  with  many  fatal  examples  of 
the  abufe  of  fuch  unlimited  powers,  whenever  the 
eftates  of  thofe  countries  have  transferred  the  legifla- 
tive  authority,  of  raifing  money,  from  themfelves,  by 
an  ill-placed  confidence,  into  the  hands  of  a  few. 
The  Corles  of  Spain^  by  trufting  the  power  of  raifing 
money,  without  their  being  afiembled,  tho'  but  for 
one  year,  and  the  Efbates  of  France,  by  allowing  the 
aids  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  to  be  raifed  for 
three  or  four  years  together,  without  their  being  fum- 
moned  to  meet,  have  never  been  able  to  retrieve  their 
ancient  liberties  and  conflitution  '3  but  by  their  weak 
compliance  with  fuch  a  fatal  meafure,  were  the  un- 
happy inftruments  of  rendering  themfelves  ufelefs, 
and  of  enflaving  their  refpedive  countries. 

3.  Becaufe,  though  we  have  all  poflible  confidence 
in  his  Majefty's  wifdom  and  juftice,  and  all  ima- 
ginable zeal  for  the  honour  and  ilipport  of  of  his  per- 
fon  and  government,  we  cannot  approve  of  a  meflage^ 
which,  we  are  perfuaded,  was  both  formed  and  ad- 
vifed  by  the  fame  miinifters,  in  whom  thofe  extenfive 
and  difcretionary  powers  are  lodged  by  tliis  addrefs ; 
and  we  fee  no  reafon,  by  any  experience  of  their  pad 
ceconomy,  to  truil  them  with  the  arbitrary  difpofai 
of  ad  unlimited  fam,  and  as  little  reafon,  from  the 
fuccafs  of  their  former  alliances,  to  give  any  appro- 
bation to  paft  treaties,  which  have  never  been  com- 
munioiUed  tothishoufe,  or  a  previous  fandion  of  any 

.    '    ■  i  future 
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future  treaties  they  fliall  contrad  ,  cfp^cially  fince, 
by  their  multipHcity  of  negotiations,  they  have  in- 
volved the  nation  in  engagements  with  divers  foreign 
powers,  inconfiitent  (as  we  conceive)  with  one  ano* 
ther  •,  and,  in  fo  great  a  variety,  we  can  by  no  means 
be  fure,  that  the  bcft  will  be  fingled  out  to  be  ful- 
filled. 

4.  Becaufe  the  prefent  unfortunate  fituation  of  the 
affairs  o't  Europe ^  cannot  be  reprefented  as  unforefeen, 
or  unexpected  ;  fince  from  the  gradual  progrefs  of 
our  negociations  for  fome  years  paft,  the  gradual  in- 
crealc  of  the  diforders  and  confufions  in  Europe  has 
conllantly  been  foretold.  We  therefore  conceive, 
that  had  there  not  been  fome  fecret  reafon  for  pro- 
ceeding in  this  manner  (which  reafon  v/e  will  rather 
pafs  over  in  filence,  than  attempt  to  point  out)  the 
neceffary  demands  of  men  and  money  would  have 
been  laid  before  the  Parliament  at  the  beginning  of 
the  felTion,  according  to  the  ancient  and  regular 
ufage,  and  which  would  as  certainly  have  been  granted 
by  a  Parliament,  which  has  diftinguiflied  itfelf  by  a 
remarkable  zeal,  duty  and  liberality  to  the  throne. 

5,  We  cannot  tiiink  it  prudent,  in  order  to  extri-^ 
cate  ourfelves  out  of  our  prefent  difficulties,  to  lodge 
thofe  unlimited,  and  (as  we  apprehend)  dangerous 
powers,  in  the  hands  of  thofe  very  perfons,  under 
whofe  management  and  condu«5l thefe  difficulties  havc^ 
been  brought  upon  us  ;  if  (as  we  may  conceive)  the 
national  debts  are  hardly  leiTened  by  more  than 
twenty  years  peace  •,  if  our  fucceffive  fleets  have 
proved  a  terror  to  no  nation,  but  only  a  burden  to 
our  own  -,  if  our  great  armies  have  difturbed  the 
minds  of  none  but  his  Majefly's  own  fubjects ;  this 
extenfive  power  of  raifing  money,  fleets  and  armies, 
feems  to  us  improperly  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
minifters,  who  have  made  no  better  ufe  of  the  con- 
fidence already  repofed  in  them. 

6.  We 
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6.  We  would,  with  the  utmofl  zeal,  concur  in 
whatever  might  increale  to  his  Majetty  the  affedlions 
of  his  people  at  home,  or  the  relped  of  his  neigh- 
bours abroad  :  But  this  zeal  without  knowledge,  we 
think,  can  tend  to  neither  of  thofe  defirable  ends,  but 
on  the  contrary,  rather  bring  contempt  (as  v/e  appre- 
hend) upon  the  tooeafy  and  implicit  faidi  of  Parlia- 
ments, than  add  weight  and  dignity  to  thofe  powers 
we  lodge,  without  any  vifible  reafon,  in  the  hands 
of  the  minifters. 


Gower, 

Stair, 

Oxford  and  Mort, 

Lttchfieldy 

Clinton, 

Marchmont^ 

Batburjly 

ShaftJImry, 

Strafford^ 

Boyle, 

Bedford, 

Carteret^ 

Cbefte^'field, 

BerkfJAre, 

Ker, 

Foley, 

Northampton^ 

Coventry^ 

Brifiol, 

*Thanet, 

Mont]oy, 

Grahame, 

Craven, 

Cardigan, 

Wuichelfea  and 

Cobham, 

WeyinoiUhy 

Nottingham^ 

Aylesfordy 

Willoiighhy  de  Br. 

Tweedale, 

Montrofe, 

THE  lame  day,  to  wir,  on  nurfday  the  28th 
oi  March ^  Mr.  CbanccMor  of  the  Exchequer 
acquainted  the  houfe  of  Commons,  that  he  had  a 
meflage  from  his  Majefty  to  that  houfe,  figned  by 
his  Majefly,  which  he  prefented  -,  and  the  lame  be- 
ing read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  was  in  the  words  follow- 
vlz. 


ing. 


GEORGE  R, 

^IsMajef-  J-Ji^  Mcijefty  very  thankfully  acknowledges  the  zeal 
y's  mef-  and  ajfe^ion  zvhicb  this  houfe  has  fhewn,  by  the 

age  to  the  ^^yjy  clifpatcb  they  have  already  made  in  the  neceffary 
'^"  ^       fupplies  for  the  public  fervice,  which  his  Majefty  recom- 
mended to  their  immediate  care  at  the  opening  of  this 
fefjion. 

But 


.ommons. 
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But  the  war  which  has  broke  out  hi  Europe  flUl  un- 
happily continuing^  his  Majefty  has  710 thing  more  at 
hearty  than  to  fee  thai  flame  extinguijhed^  and  to  avoid, 
if  poffihle^  the  engaging  his  fuhjctls  in  the  hazards  and 
e^pence  of  a  war  •,  being  at  the  fame  time  defirous^  nei- 
ther to  give  any  jitfl  alarm  to  other  nations,  nor  to  fuh  • 
je5l  hifufelf  to  any  unprovoked  infults. 

In  this  view,  and  to  the  end  that  his  Majeflfs  en- 
deavours, in  conjun5lion  with  his  allies,  for  procuring 
an  accommodation,  may  in  due  time  have  the  defired 
effe5l ;  and  that  his  Majefly  may  be  in  a  condition  to 
make  good  fiich  engagements,  as  honour,  juflice  and 
prudence^  may  call  upon  him  to  fulfil  or  contra^  ;  and 
that  his  kingdojjis  may  not  be  left  expofed  to  any  defpe- 
rate  attempts^  during  fuch  time,  as  it  may  be  impojfible 
for  his  Majefly  to  have  the  immediate  advice  and  affift- 
ance  of  his  great  council,  upon  any  emergency  ariftng 
from  the  prefent  poflure  of  affairs  in  Europe,  which 
may  nearly  concern  the  inter eji  and  fafety  of  thefe  king^ 
doms :  His  Majefly  hopes  that  he  /hall  be  enabled  and 
fupported  by  his  Parliament,  in  making  fuch  farther 
augmentation  of  his  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  as  may 
he  abfolutely  iieceffary  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his 
kingdoms,  and  in  concerting  fuch  meafures  as  the  exi- 
gency of  affairs  may  require.  Whatever  expence  fjjall 
be  thereby  occafioned,  fhall  be  made  in  as  frugal  a  maU' 
ner  as  poffible  ;  and  an  account  thereof  fhall  be  laid  be^ 
fore  the  tiext  Parliajnent, 

Then  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood  up  Motion: 
and   moved,  that  the  meHlige  fliould  be  taken  into 
confideration  next  day. 

Upon  which  William  Shippen,  Efq;  flood  up,  and  Mr.  Ship\ 
fpoke  as  follows,  viz.   '  When  I  refled,  Sir,  upon  /^w's 

*  what  happened  in  this  houfe  the  very  firfl  day  of  ^V'^'^'^^'. 
'  this  fcfllon,  I  am  a  good  deal  furprifed  at  a  melTage 

'  of  this  nature,  and  the  more,  that  it  is  now  brought     ^ 

*  in  upon  us  at  the  very  end  of  a  fefTion,  and  that 
Vol.  XII.  Q^  ^  feflion, 
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fefTion,  I  fuppofe,  the  laft  of  a  long  Parliament. 
I  remember  that  I,  as  well  as  fome  other  gentle- 
med,  took  exception  at  fome  words  propofed  to  be 
in  our  addrefs,  in  anfwer  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech 
from  the  throne  at  the  opening  of  this  feflion,  be- 
canfe  they  feemed  to  bear  fomething  like  a  pro- 
mife  of  a  vote  of  credit  •,  upon  which  occafion  the 
honourable  gentleman  who  has  made  you  this  mo- 
tion, and  his  friends,  pretended  to  be  greatly  allo- 
nifhed  at  our  figacity,  and  feemed,  as  I  then 
thought,  to  give  us  affurances  that  nothing  of  that 
kind  fhould  be  afked  for,  in  this  fefTion  of  Parlia- 
ment. 

*  I  mufl  confefs,  Sir,  I  had  fome  fort  of  depen- 
dence upon  v/hat  they  faid  \  but  as  they  were  only 
the  words  and  promifes  of  minifters  of  Hate,  in 
which  I  never  had  any  great  faith,  I  begin  now  to 
be  afhamed  even  of  that  little  confidence  I  put  in 
them.  I  do  not  know  indeed,  but  that  they  may 
now  find  an  excufe  for  their  breach  of  promife  in 
this  refpecSt  •,  for  I  mufl:  grant,  that  what  they  now 
afk  for,  is  not  properly  a  vote  of  credit,  it  is  an 
■  abfolute  furrender  of  all  we  have  in  the  world. 

*  This,  indeed,  is  laying  the  ax  to  the  root  of  the 
'  tree,  and  may  prevent  our  being  ever  troubled 
'  with  any  demands,  for  the  future  :  But  as  this  is  an 

*  affair  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the  whole  na- 
'  tion,  as  well  as  to  the  gentlemen  now  in  this  houfe, 
^  I  hope  fome  longer  time  will  be  given  to  gentle- 
'  men,  to  confider  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  demand, 
'  before  they  be  obliged  to  determine  what  they  are 
'  to  do ',  for  if  they  once  agree  to  fuch  a  grant,  it 

*  may  be  generoufly  and  voluntarily  refl:ored,  but  it 
'  will  never  be  in  their  power  to  refume  it. 

'  When  we  come  to  take  the  meffage  into  our 
'  confideration,  I  do  not  doubt,  Sir,  but  the  honour- 

*  able  gentleman  who  brought  it  us,  will  not  only 

*  give  us  the  reafons,  why  it  became  neceflliry  for 
'  his  Majefl:y  to  fend  us  fuch  a  meflage,  but  will 

*  likewife 
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'  likewife  tell  us,  why  k  was  fo  long  of  being  fcnt ; 

*  and  therefore  I  fliall  not  till  then  fo  much  fufpedt 

*  his  candour,  as  to  think  that  there  was  any  unfiir 
'  defign  in  delaying  it,  till  fo  many  gentlemen  are 
'  gone  to  the  country  ;  but  as  it  has  been  fo  long  de- 
'  layed,  I  hope  fome  few  days  will  be  granted  before 
'  we  take  it  into  confideration,  that  fome  of  thofe 
'  gentlemen,  at  lead,  who  are  gone  into  the  coun- 
'  try,  may  have  time  to  return  :  I  fhall  not  pretend 
^  to  name  any  day  ;  but  if  the  honourable  gentleman 
'  will  be  fo  good  as  to  withdraw  his  motion,  1  doubc 
'  not  of  fome  other  gcndeman's  rifing  up  to  propofe 
'  fome  more  diftant  day.* 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.     ^  I  have  not  Sir  Rol>ert 
'  forgot,  Sir,  what  paiTed  in  this  houfe  the  firft  day  ^alpoU^ 
'  of  the  fefllon  :  I  remember  that  ibme  gendemen  ^P^^^^* 
■  did  then  take  exceptions  to  fome  expreflions  in  the 

•  addrefs  propofed,  as  if  a  promife  of  a  vote  of  cre- 
'  dit  was  couched  under  thefe  exprefTions :    And  upon 

•  that  occafion,  I  might,  for  one,  take  the  liberty  to 
'  afTure  the  houfe,  that  no  fuch  ufe  fhould  be  made, 

or  was  intended  to  be  made,  of  any  exprefllon  then 
propofed  to  be  put  into  our  addrefs.  This,  I  re- 
member, was  what  I  faid,  and  I  faid  no  more : 
Nor  c^n  I  believe,  that  any  more  was  faid  by  any 
gentleman  in  this  houfe  ;  for  as  the  necefTity  of 
demanding  votes  of  credit,  depends  upon  future 
events,  it  would  have  been  ridiculous  for  any  gentle- 
man to  have  pretended  to  have  promifed  that  no 
fuch  thing  fliould  be  defired. 
'  As  to  the  melllige  itfelf,  it  is  not  now  proper  to 
enter  into  the  merits  of  it,  or  into  the  caufes  which 
have  produced  it  \  but  in  all  the  time  I  have  had 
the  honour  to  fit  in  Parliament,  I  remember  no  in- 
ftance,  where  a  meflage  figned  by  the  King  has 
not  been  next  day  taken  into  confideration  :  This 
is  a  refpedl  which  has  been  always  paid  to  the 
crown,  and  I  am  fure  his  prefent  Majefty  has  never 

0^2  *  done 
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done  any  thing,  to  merit  lefs  refpe^  being  paid  by 
the  Parliament  to  him,  than  what  has  been  paid  to 
all  his  predecefTors :  I  am  perfuaded,  when  we 
come  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  meflage,  there 
can  be  no  reafon  found,  for  making  a  diftindion 
between  this  and  former  meflages  of  the  like  na- 
ture ;  and  the  neceflity  of  fending  it  at  this  conjunc- 
ture will  be  made  fully  appear  •,  therefore,  as  I  have 
already  moved,  I  hope  the  houfe  will  take  it  into 
confideration  to-morrow  morning. 

Sir  William  Wyndham.  '  I  muft  own.  Sir,  my 
furprjfe  is  as  great  as  my  worthy  friend's,  that  a 
meilage  of  this  nature,  fliould  be  fent  to  this  houfe, 
fo  near  the  clofe  of  this  fefTion  ;  for  whatever  pro- 
mifes  were,  or  were  not  made,  the  firft  day  of  the 
fefTion,  I  am  very  fure,  that  mod  gentlemen  ex- 
pelled that  every  thing  of  confequence  had  been 
over  long  before  this  time  ;  and  upon  this  general 
prefumption,  a  great  many  gentlemen,  Vv'ho  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  let  into  minifterial  fecrets,  are 
gone  into  the  country,  it  being  at  prefent  more  ne- 
ceffary,  perhaps,  than  ufaal,  for  fuch  gentlemen 
to  return  to  their  refpe6live  countries,  in  order  to 
prevent  their  being  bought  and  jobbed  out  of  that 
natural  intereft,  by  which  only  they  can  expe6l  to 
enjoy  the  honour  of  reprefenting  their  country  in 
Parliament :  But  however  neceffary  their  prefcnce 
there  may  be  at  this  time,  yet,  if  time  be  allow- 
ed them,  I  doubt  not  but  mod  of  them,  will 
think  it  their  duty,  to  return  to  the  fervice  of 
their  country  in  this  houfe,  when  they  hear  that 
a  matter  of  fo  very  great  importance  is  to  come 
before  us  :  It  is,  I  think.  Sir,  a  matter  of  the 
higheft  importance  :  It  is,  as  my  worthy  friend 
called  it,  an  abfolute  furrender  of  our  all  •,  a  fur- 
render  of  the  rights,  and  a  delegating  the  power  of 
Parliament  to  the  crown  :  This  abfol';te  power,  ic 
is  true,  is  now  demanded  but  till  ncxc  felfion  of 

'  Par- 
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Parliament ;  bur  if  it  were  not  for  the  groat  confi- 
dence J  r  pofe  in  his  prefent  IVfajdiy,  I  flioiiici  be 
much  afraid  the  next  fefTion  would  never  be  allow- 
ed to  meet,  unlefs  upon  the  new  elccftion,  a  majo- 
rity of  the  members  fhould  appear  to  be  fuch,  as 
would  be  ready  to  confirm  or  to  rcncv/  that  fur- 
render. 

'  The  hon.  gentleman  on  the  floor  has  told  us, 
thar  it  has  always  been  ufual  to  fhew  \o  much  re- 
fptd  to  the  crown,  as  to  take  fuch  inefTaoes  as 
the  prefent  into  our  confideration  the  very  next 
day,  and  that  he  remembers  no  inflance  to  the 
contnry  :  'Tis  true.  Sir,  fince  I  have  iat  in  Par- 
liam.cnt,  I  remember  many,  but  too  many,  mef- 
fages  fomething  of  this  nature  ;  and  I  believe  they 
have  always  been  taken  into  confideration  the  next 
day  ;  but  that  did  not  proceed  fo  much  from  the 
refpcdl  we  owe  to  the  crown,  as  from  the  caiife  of 
fending  the  mefTage  :  There  never  was  a  melTage 
of  this  kind  fent  from  the  crown,  but  when  the 
nation  was  threatened  with  fome  fuch  thing  as  an 
immediate  invafion  or  infurredion,  which  in  the 
body  of  the  meiiage  was  expreffed  to  be  the  rea- 
fon  or  caufe  of  fending  fuch  a  mefTage  ;  and  as  in 
fuch  cafes  the  near  approach  of  the  danger  requir- 
ed the  immediate  concerdng  of  proper  meafures 
to  prevent  it,  we  may  fuppofe  that  this  was  the 
chief  reafon  of  their  being  fo  immediately  taken 
into  confideration  by  this  houfe  :  But  as  we  are  ge- 
nerally apt  to  improve  upon  bad  precedents,  1  will 
be  bold  to  fay,  there  never  was  fuch  a  meffage 
fent  to  Parliament  as  the  prefent,  either  with  re- 
fpe6l  to'^its  nature,  to  the  reafon  of  fending  it,  or 
to  the  time  of  its  being  fent.  By  no  meflage  that 
was  ever  fent  to  Parliament,  was  there  an  abfolute 
and  an  unlimited  power  demanded  by  the  crown  ; 
which  to  every  gei^tleman  muft  appear,  at  firfl 
fight,  to  be  the  demand  now  made  upon  us  : 
There  was  never  fuch  a  mefTage  fent  to  Parliament, 

CL3  '  ^^^ 
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■  but  what  informed  us  of  feme  immediate  danger 
impending,  and  juft  ready  to  fall  upon  the  nation  ; 
by  the  prefent  meffage  we  are  told  of  no  fuch  thing, 
nor  do  I  believe  that  any  fuch  thing  can  be  pre- 
tended :  And  I  remember  no  inftance  of  a  meffage 
any  way  refembling  this,  that  was  ever  fent  to  this 
houfe  at  the  very  end  of  a  feffion,  and  that  feffion 
the  laft  of  a  Parliament. 

*  I  cannot  indeed,  Sir,  form  to  myfelf  a  reafon 
why  any  fuch  meffage  fhould  have  been  at  all 
fent,  and  much  lefs  can  I  form  a  reafon  why  it 
fhould  have  been  fent  at  fuch  a  remarkable  time  ; 
and  therefore  I  muft  think  that  gentlemen  will  cer- 
tainly exped  to  be  informed,  by  thofe  who  are 
able  to  inform  them,  what  neceffity  there  was  for 
this  meffage,  and  from  what  fudden  and,  till  now, 
unforefeen  change  in  our  affairs,  the  fending  of 
fuch  a  meffage  has  now  become  more  neceffary, 
than  it  was  at  any  time  during  the  former  part  of 
the  feffion  :  But  whatever  may  be  told  us  as  to  this 
particular,  confidering  that  almoft  one  half  of  the 
houfe  are,  for  reafons  we  all  know,  retired  to  the 
country  -,  in  decency,  1  think,  and  out  of  regard 
to  our  own  proceedings,  as  well  as  out  of  refpedt 
to  the  crov/n,  whatever  is  to  be  done  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  meffage,  ought  to  be  done  in  a  full 
houfe.  Whether  you  fhould  order  a  call,  or,  which 
may  be  a  fhorter  and  a  more  effedlual  method,  di- 
rect letters  to  the  iheriffs,  1  fhall  leave  to  gentle- 
men to  determine  -,  but  one  of  the  two  ought  cer- 
tainly to  be  done,  unlefs  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
brought  us  the  meffige,  will  rife  up  and  inform  us 
of  fome  imminent  danger  we  are  now  threatened 
with  ;  and  even  in  that  cafe,  I  think  fome  few 
days  ought  to  be  allowed,  that  thofe  gentlemen, 
at  lead,  who  are  at  no  great  di (lance,  may  have 
time  to  come  up,  and  attend  the  fervice  of  the 
houfe  upon  this  important  occafion  •,  otherv/ife  it 
will  look  like  ftealing  a  refolution  of  the  houfe, 

2  *  when 
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'  when  gentlemen's  backs  are  turned  •,  wliich,  I  am 
^  fure,  can  teftify  no  great  refpecl  to  the  crown. 

'  Sir,  if  we  are  really  threatned  with  any  imme- 
'  diate  danger,  I  fliall  propofe  the  taking  of  this 
'  melTige  into  our  confidcration  on  Monday  or  '-Tuef- 
'  day  next  ;  and  I  am  fare,  let  the  neceflity  be  never 
'  fo  prefling,  let  the  danger  be  never  fo  great,  fo 
'   (hort  a  delay  can  be  attended  with  no  great  incon- 

*  venience  ;  and  v/hatever  refolution  you  may  come 
'  to,  ic  will  carry  the  greater  weight,  and  will  be 

*  the  more  effectual  for  obviating  any  impending 
'  danger.* 

Sir  IVdliam  Tonge,     *  I  remember.  Sir,   no  pro-  Sir  Will. 

*  mifes  or  affjrances  given  the  hrft  day  of  the  Icflion,  '^'o^'g^^^ 

*  other  than  thofe  which  the  hon.  gentleman  by  me  ^'^^^  * 

*  has  fully  and  rightly  ftated  to  you  \  and,  as  no  gen- 
tleman has  drawn,  or  I  b  lieve,  will  draw  any 
argument  in  favour  of  the  prefent  quedion,  from 
any  words  or  expreffions  in  the  addrcfs  then  agreed 

*  to,  I  do  not  think  that  either  the  promifes  then 
made,  or  the  afiurances  then  given,  can  have  any 
relation  to  the  prefent  debate  :  Bat  gentlemen  are 
very  apt,  I  find,  to  wander  from  the  affair  in  hand, 
and  in  particular  the  hon.  gentleman  who  fpoke 
lafl,  has  entered  a  good  deal  into  the  merits  of  the 
queftion,  which  I  cannot  think  either  proper  or 
neceffary  at  prefent  •,    for,  in  my  opinion,  all  that 

*  is  now  before  us,  is,  Whether  we  (hould  take  the 
meffage  into  our  confideration  to-morrow,  or  put 
it  off  for  a  longer  day  \  and  therefore  I  fhill  con- 
fine myfelf  intirely  to  this,  v/ithout  anticipating 
your  future  debate,  with  relation  to  the  meffage 
itfelf. 

'  As  to  the  queftion  now  before  us,  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  fpoke  lafl  owns,   that  he  knows  of  no 

*  meffage  from  the  crown  that  was  ever  lent  to  Par- 

*  liament,  but  what  was  next  day  taken  into  confi- 
^  deration  i  and  by  this,  I  really  think,  he  feems  to 

Q  4  t  S^ve 
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give  up  the  queftion  ;  but  then  he  has  endeavoured 
to  make  a  didindlion  between  this  meiTage  and 
thofe  formerly  fent  by  the  crown  to  Parliament : 
Whether  any  fuch  difbindion  can  be  made  or  not, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  a  quedion  that  cannot  be  re- 
folved,  till  we  come  to  take  the  meiTage  into  our 
confideration  ;  and  then,  I  believe,  every  gentle- 
man in  this  houfe  will  f^e,  that  there  is  no  mjterial 
difference  between  this  and  former  melTages  of  the 
like  nature. 

'  As  to  the  time  of  fending  this  mefiage,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  crown  never  does  fend  fuch  mef- 
fages  but  wh-n  fome  exigency  of  affairs  in  a  man- 
ner forces  them  to  do  fo :  It  is  always  the  necefTi- 
ties  of  ftate  that  oblige  die  crown  to  afk  for  any 
extraordinary  powers  from  Parliament  -,  and  whe- 
ther the  neceffity  for  asking  for  fuch  powers,  falls 
out  early  or  late  in  a  feffion,  or  in  the  Hrilor  laft 
feffion  of  a  Parliament,  fcems  not  material  :  It  is 
by  the  neceffity  there  is  for  granting  fuch  powers, 
that  gentlemen  are  to  be  induced  to  grant  the 
powers  demanded,  and  not  by  any  confideration, 
as  to  the  time  of  making  the  demand.  And  as 
it  cannot  appear  to  us,  whether  the  neceffity  for 
granting  what  is  now  afked  for  be  urgent  or  not, 
till  we  have  taken  the  meffage  into  confiderarion  *, 
as  it  cannot  till  then  appear,  whether  the  fhorteft 
delay  may  not  be  attended  with  great  inconve- 
niences •,  therefore,  the  fooner  it  is  taken  into  con- 
fideration the  better  *,  for  w^hich  reafon  I  muft 
think,  that  the  motion  made  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  near  me,  for  taking  it  into  confideration 
to-morrow  morning,  is  a  proper  and  a  right  mo- 
tion :  And  whoever  has  a  mind  to  fhew  us  the 
contrary,  will,  I  hope,  confine  himfelf  to  thac 
only,  without  entering  into  the  merits  of  the  que-t 
flion.' 


Sir 
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S'w  John  Barnard,     *■  The  hon.   gentleman  who  ^ir  7^^^'" 
fpoke  Lid  has  been  pleafed,  Sir,  to  liml  fault  y/ith  ^^';';''''^« 
my  worthy  friend  by  me,  for  entering,   as  he  cal-  l""^^^^* 
led  it,  into  the  merits  of  the  quedion  •,  but  that 
gentleman  ought  to  confider,  that  there  is  a  very 
great  difference  between  fpeaking  to  the  nature  of 
a  queftion,  and  entering  into  the  merits  of  it.    My 
worthy  friend  fpoke,  indeed,  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  mefiage  now  before  us  -,  and  I  would  gladly 
know  from  the  hon.  gentleman  over  the  way,  or 
any  other,  how  it  is  pofllble  to  fpeak  to  the  prc- 
fent   queftion,    as   to    the    necefTity  of  its   being 
taking  into  confideration  to^ morrow,  wirhour  ex- 
plaining a  little  the  nature  of  what  is  to  be  taken 
into  confideration  *,  but  no  gentleman  has  as  yet 
entered  into  the  merits  of  the  mefllige,  which  I 
take  to  be.  Whether  it  ought  to  be  complied  with 
or  not  ? 

'  I  hope  neither  the  hon.  gentleman,  nor  any- 
other  gentleman,  will  lay  it  down  as  an  infallible 
and  unalterable  rule,  that  this  houfe  is  to  take 
every  mefiage  immediately  into  their  confideration, 
that  may  be  hereafter  brought  from  the  crown  ; 
and  if  we  have  any  liberty  in  this  refpedl,  fjrely 
we  muft  examine  a  little  into  the  nature  ot  cijc 
mefiage  fcnt  us,  in  order  to  determine,  whether 
we  are  immediately  to  take  the  mefiage  into  our 
confideration,  or  defer  it  to  a  longer  day.  II'  upon 
the  face  of  the  mefiage  it  had  appeared,  if  his 
Majefty  had  thereby  lb  much  as  infinuated,  that 
the  nation  had  been  in  any  immediate  danger,  I 
fliould  have  readily  agreed  to  the  motion  now  made  - 
to  us ;  but,  as  no  fuch  thing  is  infinuated,  nor  can, 
I  believe,  be  fuppofed,  I  cannot  think  there  is  any 
necefiity  for  our  entering  fo  immediately  into  the  * 
confideration  of  a  queftion  of  fo  great  importance  ; 
it  may  perhaps  be  the  laft  queftion  that  can  ev^er 
be  be  taken  into  confideration  by  a  legal  and  free  y> 

Parliament  oWr  eat  Britain-^  and  therefore,  1  liiink, 

*  it; 
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'  it  is  extremely  reafonable  to  give  a  few  day^  to 

*  thofe  gentlemen,  who  are  here,  to  conficier  of  it, 

*  and  that  thofe  who  are  abfent,  at  leaft  fuch  of 
'  them  as  are  near  the  town,  may  have  time  to  re- 

*  turn.' 

The  Lord  Cokraine  fpoke  next,  againft  the  mo- 
tion ;  and  then. 


Plum-  Walter  Tlimmer^  Efq;  '  Sir,  I  fliall  always  be 
as  ready  as  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  to  concur 
on  all  occafions  in  ftrengthening  the  hands  of  the 
crown  in  a  proper  manner,  and  when  it  fhall  ap- 
pear necefTary  ;  but,  as  the  powers  now  demanded 
are  of  a  mod  excraordinary  nature  -,  as  the  granting 
of  them  will  certainly  be  a  giving  up,  in  a  great 
meafure,  the  power  of  Parliament  for  a  time  \  if 
we  are  to  make  fuch  a  grant,  I  think  it  ought  not 
to  be  precipitately  made.  It  ought  to  be  done 
with  the  greateft  caution,  and  in  as  full  a  houfe  as 
can  pofTibly  be  had. 

'  As  to  the  refpe6l  we  ought  to  fhew  to  the  crown, 
it  has  nothing  to  do  with  die  prefent  queftion  :  Our 
refpedV  to  the  crown,  Sir,  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  melTage,  or  any  meffage  that  can  come  from 
the  crown  ;  for  though  they  bear  the  King's  name, 
yet  when  we  come  to  confider  them  in  this  houfe, 
we  are  to  look  upon  them  as  coming  from  the 
miniilers  -,  and  we  may  treat  them  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  we  think  they  deferve,  without  encroaching,  in 
the  lead,  upon  that  refped  we  owe  to  the  crown. 
Are  we  to  be  cold,  that,  oiit  of  refpecl  to  the 
crown,  we  muft  always  take  fuch  meifages  imme- 
diately into  our  confideration  ?  Sir,  if  this  do6trine 
fliould  prevail,  we  fhall  next  be  told,  that  out  of 
refpedt  to  the  crown,  we  ought  always  to  comply 
wi;;h  fuch  meflages ;  and  then  it  will  be  in  the 
power  of  the  miniilers  to  advife  the  crown  to  fend 
fuch  meflages,  as  may  be  very  dilhonourable  for 

*  the 
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*  the  Parliament  to  comply  with,   nay,    inconridcnt 

*  with  the  real   intercft  of  the  crown,  however  ne- 

*  celTary  they  may  be  for  the  purpofes  of  the  miiiilLcrs 

*  at  the  time.  "  0 

'  By  the  law  of  England^    Sir,    we  know,^  'tl-iat 

*  when  a  man  is  a  dying,  and  about  to  make  his  will, 

*  if  any  real  eftate  is  thereby  to  be  devifed,  the  will 
'  muft  be  made  before  three  witneflcs,  which  is  a 

*  greater  number  than  is  necefTiry  upon  any  other 
'  occafion  :  We  are.   Sir,  a  dying  Farliauient,  and 

*  the  crown  now  defires  we  jfhould  make  our  will, 

*  and  leave  tiiem  by  way  of  legacy  all  we  have  in 
'  the  world  :  If  we  are  to  do  fo,  I  think  we  ouo;ht 
^  to  call,  at  lead,  as   many  witneiTes   as  are  ulual 

*  upon  molt  other  occafions  •,  and  therefore  we  ought 

*  to  delay  the  confideration  of  this  mcfUige,  till  the 

*  abfcnt  members  have  time  to  return,' 

The  quefllon,  for  taking  the  mefiage  next  dayo^efuon 
into  confideration,   was  then  pur,  and,  upon  adivi-P'^^- 
fion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  2 1 1'to  121. 

Next  day  the  laid  meffcge  was  accordingly  taken 
into  confideration,  when 

Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  flood  up,  and  Sir  ;?o^^rf 
fpoke  as  follows,  "Si'z,     '  As  I  had  the  honour.  Sir,  ^'^^ulpoh^ 

*  to  bring  his  Majefly's  mod  gracious  mefHige  to^i'^^f'^^^^ 
'  this  houfi,  and  likewife  to  move  for  your  taking  ' 

*  it  this  day  under  your  confideration,    I  think  it  in- 

*  cumbent  on  me  to  offer  what  I  judge  to  be  proper, 

*  advifeable,   and  even  becoming  this  houfe  to  do 

*  upon  it.     The  manner.  Sir,  in  which  his  Majeity's 

*  fpeech,  at  the  opening  of  the  fefiion,  was  conceived  ; 

*  the  difference  that  was  obfervable  in  it  from  for- 

*  mer  fpeeches  ;   the  notice  thereby  giving  by  his 

*  Majefly  to  Parliament,  of  the  fituation  of  affairs 

*  abroad,  muft  have  made  every  gentleman,  who 
f  heard  it,    expect,  that  fomething  of  this  nature 

*  might 
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might  pofTibly  come  before  you  fome  time  this 
feflion.     His  Majefty  in  that  fpeech  told  us,  that 
.the  war  which  had  begun  in  Europe  ftill  continued  ; 
and  though  his  Majefty  then  declared,  that  he  had 
no  part,  except  by  his  good  offices,  in  thofe  tranf- 
adlions,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  the  princi- 
pal caufes  and  motives  of  the  war,  yet,  I  believe, 
there  was  not  a  gentleman  in  the  houfe  but  fup- 
pofed,  that  his  Majefty  might  poflibly  be  obliged 
to  take  a  fhare  in  the  war,  in  order  to  prevent  too 
much  power's  being  thrown  into  one  fcale,  whereby 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  would  be  over- 
turned •,  and  confequently  every  gentleman  muft 
have  expelled  fuch  a  mefllige  as  this,  in  cafe  the 
tranquility  of  Europe  could  nor,  by  way  of  nego- 
tiation, be  reftored  before  the  end  of  this  fefilon. 
*-  When  gentlemen  expe6l.  Sir,  to  hear  reafons 
given  why  this  meffage  comes  now,  and  was  not 
brought  fooner,  and  fecm  to  infinuate,  as  if  this 
muft  proceed  from  fome  fudden  and  unforefecn 
change  in  affairs,  all  1  can  anfwer  is,  that  we  are 
now  in  the  fame  fttuation  we  were  in  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  feffion  ;  fome  little  variation  may  per- 
haps have  happened,  but  our  circumftances  are  in 
general  the  fame  ;  and  dieir  remaining  fo  is,  in  my 
poor  opinion,  a  fufficient  reafon  for  his  Majefty's 
making  this  application  to  his  Parliament,  and  for 
"  our  coming  to  fuch  a  refolution  as  I  fhall,  by  and 
'  by,  have  the  honour  to  move  to  you :  If  any  ex- 
■  traordinary  change  had  happened  in  the  affairs  of 
Europe^  or  with  refped  to  our  own  particular  cir- 
cumftances, during  the  continuance  of  the  felTion, 
his  Majefty  could  immediately,  and  without  any 
'  delay,  have  applied  to  his  Parliament,  for  what 
'  v/as  proper  to  be  done  upon  fuch  an  occafion  ;  but 
•  as  the  war  ftill  continues,  no  man  can  pretend  to 
foi'efee  what  changes  may  foon  happen,  or  how 
^  foon  his  Majefty,  in  conjundion  with  his  allies, 

*  may 


A.  17:14.         DEBATES.  237 

*  may  be  obliged  to  give  alTiftance,  where  the  intereft 
'  of  this  nation,  and  the  prefervation  of  die  liberties 

*  of  Europe  may  call  immediately  for  it  •,  and  as  this 
'  fefTion  of  parliament  is  drawing  towards  a  clofe, 
'  and  as  this  Parliament  may  probably  be  fuon  dif- 
'  folved,    his  Majefty  will  not  then  have  the  oppor- 

*  tunity  of  applying  immediately  to  his  Parliament, 

*  for  what  may  appear  to  be  neceflary  for  the  de- 
'  fence  of  the  nation,  in  cafe  any  change  fhould  hap- 

*  pen  during  the  interval  of  Parliament ;  which 
'  makes  it  abfolutely   necefTary  to  furnifh  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  with  fuch  powers  as  are  now  afked  for,  before 
*•  this  ftffion  breaks  up  ;  and  the  furnifliinghim  now 

*  with  fuch  a  power,  cannot  be  in  the  leaft  more 
'  inconvenient  for  the  nation,  than  it  would  have 

*  been  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefTion. 

*  Ever  fmce  the  beginning  of  thisfeiTion,  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  in  conjunction  with  other  powers,  has  been 
'  endeavouring,  by  negotiation,  to  reconcile  the  jar- 

*  ring  interefts  of  the  feveral  powers  now  at  war, 
'  and  to  reftore  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  ;  if  thefe 

*  negotiations  had  fucceeded,  there  would  have  been 
'  no  OLcafion  for  this  melTage,  there  would  have 

*  been  no  occafion  for  putting  this  nation  to  any  ad- 

*  didonal  expence  -,  and   though  thefe  negotiations 

*  have  not  yet  had  the  defired  effect,  yet  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  propofals  are  not  altogether  rejeded,  which 
'  makes  it  ftill  unnecefTary  to  put  the  nation  to  any 
'  immediate  expence  :  This  fhews  his  Majefty's  ten- 
'  der  care  for  his  people,  as  well  as  the  wifdom  and 

*  integrity  of  rhofe  he  is  pleaf  d  to  advife  with  upon 
'  fuch  occafions.  It  fliews  how  unwilling  he  is  to 
'  put  the  nation  to  any  extraordinary  expence,  as  long 

*  as  it  can  po^bly  be  avoided  ;   but  the  great  con- 

*  cern  his  Majefty  has  for  die  peace  and  quiet  of 

*  his  people,  and  the  uncertainty  in  which  the  affairs 

*  of  Europe  ftill  continue,  lays  his  Majefty  now  un- 
'  der  a  necelTiry  of  tiius  defiring  his  Parliament  to 

*  ftrengthen  his  hands  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ihat  he 

'  may 
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may  be  able  to  provide  againfl  any  the  mofl  diftant 
dangers,  with  which  this  nation  may  happen  to  be 
threatned,  after  the  end  of  this,  and  before  the 
meeting  of  a  new  Parliament. 
'  If  gentlemen  will  but  confider  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances  of  Europe  in  general,  and  of  that  nation 
in  particular,  from  the  fituation  of  whofe  country 
we  muft  always  have  moil  to  fear,  I  believe  the 
neceffity  of  the  motion  I  am  to  make  will  pretty 
evidently  appear.  France  has  now  a  large  fleet 
afTcmbled  in  one  of  thofc  ports  which  lies  neareft 
to  this  ifland  :  The  fhips  are  all  fitted  out,  and  al- 
moll  ready  to  put  to  fea  ;  and  there  are,  as  we  arc 
told,  feveral  thoufand  men  ready  to  be  fhipped  on 
board  that  fleet.  I  believe,  Sir,  there  is  nothing 
dcfigned  againfl  us  ;  bnt  when  we  know  that  a 
large  fquadron  o^ French  men  of  war,  with  an  army 
of  fix  or  eight  thoufand  veteran  troops,  is  to  pais 
through  the  Britijh  channel,  I  fhould  think,  one 
in  the  fl:ation  in  which  I  have  the  honour  fo  un- 
worthily to  ferve  the  crown,  did  his  duty  but  very 
ill,  if,  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  he  did  not  advife 
the  taking  of  all  necefllu'y  care,  for  putting  the 
nation  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence. 
'  I  repeat  it  again.  Sir,  I  do  flncerely  believe^ 
that  the  nation  is  in  fafety ;  but  I  do  not  defire  that 
the  fafety  of  the  nation  fhould  intirely  depend  on 
my  belief  \  I  have,  I  think,  good  reafon  to  be- 
lieve that  the  French  fquadron  is  defigned  elfe- 
where  ;  but  if,  from  new  counfels,  from  any  jea- 
loufy  groundlefly  conceived,  or  any  fudden  change 
in  their  meafures,  that  fquadron  fliould  come  this 
way,  I  mud  fay,  that  in  our  prefent  fituation  I  do 
not  know  what  the  confequence  mi[i,ht  be;  and 
therefore  I  mud  think,  that  thofe  who  have  the 
honour  to  advife  the  King<j  have  done  their  duty 
in  advifing  him  to  make  this  application  to  Par- 
liament. Though  we  are  not  yet  engaged  in  the 
war,  though  no  power  in  Europe  has  yet  openly 

*  declared 
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*  declared  agalnfl:  us,  yet  the  prefent  clrcnmflances 

*  of  Europe  are   fuch,    the  prefent   circumftances  of 

*  this  nation  are  fuch,  that,  I  believe,  I  might  leave 

*  the  quell; ion  to  reft  wholly  upon  them  •,  and  I  am 
'  convinced  that  no  gentleman,    who  confiders  them 

*  impartially,    can  refufe  agreeing  to  what  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  has,  by  his  moft  gracious  meflage,  defired. 

'  His  Majefty  is  not  willing  to  alarm  any  foreign 

*  power,  by  making  an  unneceflary  augmentation 
'  of  his  forces,  either  by  fea  or  land  ;   but  he  defires 

*  to  have  a  power,  at  leaft,  of  providing  againft  any 
'  unprovoked  infults :  He  is  refolved  not  to  put 
'  the  nation  to  any  unneceflary  expence  ;  but  he  de- 

*  fires  not  to  difoblige  his  allies,  he  defires  not  to 

*  give  them  a  mean  opinion  of  this  nation,  by  our 

*  not  putting  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  condition,  as  to  be 

*  able  to   perform  all  our  engagements  to   them. 

*  This  is  all  the  power  his  Majefty  afl«  for,  and 

*  this  power,  we  may  depend  on  it,   will  not  be 

*  wantonly  ufed,   or  ufed  at  all,  unlefs  the  neceffity 

*  of  our  affairs  require  ic :    From  the  whole  of  his 

*  Majefty's  paft  condu6l,  from  the  conduct  of  thofe 
'  who  have  the  honour  to  advife  him,  we  may  ex- 

*  pe6b,  that  a  backwardnefs,  rather  than  a  forward- 

*  nefs  will  be  fhewed,  in  putting  the  nation  to  any 

*  expence,  or  engaging  it  in  any  unnecefTary  broils. 

'  His  Majefty,  Sir,  defires  only  a  power  of  pro- 

*  viding  what  may  appear  to  be  abfolutely  neceflfary 
'  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,    during  the  interval 

*  of  Parliament,  when  he  cannot  have  their  advife 

*  or  afTiftance,  with  this  aflTurance,  that  every  thing 

*  that  fliall    be   done  in  purfuance  of  that  power, 

*  fhall  be  laid  before  next  Parliament  for  their  ap- 

*  probation  ;  to  them  he  promifes,  that  a  full  ac- 

*  count  fliall  be  rendered  of  the  temporary  truft  re- 

*  pofed  in  the  crown.  What  danger  then  can  there 
'  be  in  granting  the  power  now  afked  for?     Can  ic 

*  be  prefumed,  that  any  minifter  will  dare  to  make, 

*  or 
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'  or  advife  his  Majefly  to  make  a  bad  ufe  of  it^ 
'  when  fo  Ilridl  an  account  mud  be  rendered  to  next 
'  Parliament,  of  every  ufe  that  fliall  be  made  of  it ; 
'  yet  this  is  what  gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to 

^  call  a  furrendering  the  rights,  a  delegating  the 
'  power  of  Parliament  to  the  crown,  and  a  laying 

'^ "  the  ax  to  the  root  of  the  tree  :  They  have  likewife 
^  been  pleafed  toinfinuate,  as  if  it  were  the  fervants 

*  of  the  crown  that  defired   to  have  more  power 

*  granted  to  them.     Sir,  as  I   am  one  of  the  fer- 

*  vants  of  the  crown,  I  can  anfwer  for  my felf,  that 

*  I  defire  no  power  *,  I  know  the  danger  too  well  of 

*  making  ufe  of  any  power  but  that  which  has  the 

*  fandion  of  Parliament  •,  and  wherever  I  am  in- 

*  trufted  with  any  fuch   power,   I  fhall  always  be 

*  ready  to  account  to  Parliament  for  the  ufe  I  make 

*  ofit. 

■_  /  It  is  true.  Sir,  the  powers  now  afked  for  may 
'^-  occafion  a  farther  expsnce  to  this  nation  ;  but 
^'whatever  expence  may,  in  purfuance  of  fuch 
*^  powers,  be  incurred,   does  not  his  Majefty,  in  the 

*  mefiuige  now  before  us,  promife  that  it  fhall  be 
^^  fully  and  particularly  accounted  for  to  next  Parlia- 
^f'ment  -,  and  if  any  part  of  that  expence  fhall  appear 
""*  to  have  been  unnecefTarily  incurred,  may  not  we 

*  exped  that  the  next  Parliament  will  feverely  punifh 

'  thofe  who  have  been  the  authors  of  fuch  unnecelTary 

^*  expence.     There  is  nothing  contained  in  the  mef- 

**  f  ge,  which  can  in  the  lead  tend  to  excufe  thofe 

*  who  fhall  dare  to  give  fuch  wicked  counfel  to  his 
<  Majefty  ;   and  in  the  motion  I  am  to  make,  I  fhall 

*  endeavour  to  exprefs  myfclf  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 

*  :o  obviate  any  objedion  that  can  be  made  upon 

*  hat  account.     His  Majefty  defires  only  a  power 

*  (o  make  fuch  farther  augmentation  of  his  forces, 

*  either  by  fea  or  land,   as  may  be  abfolutely  necef- 

*  ccfTary  for  the  honour  and  defence  of  his  kingdoms, 
'  and  to  conc<  rt  fuch  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  af- 

*  fairs  may  require  i  and  when  we  fee  his  Majefly 

*  ex- 
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*  expreffing  himfclf  fo  cautioufly  in  the  mefTiige  he 

*  has  been  pleafed  to  fend  us,  can  we  fLij:)porc  that 
'  any  miniller  will  be  hardy  enough  to  advife  him, 

*  or  that  he  will  allow  himlelfto  be  advilcd  to  put 

*  the  nation  to  any  expence,  that  fliall  not  plainly 

•  appear  to  be  abfolutely  necefTiry  ? 

'  Now,  Sir,  let  us  fee  whether  the  mefTige  novf 
^  before  us,  or  the  powers  that  are  thereby  demanded, 
'  are  fo  extraordinary  or  fo  unprecedented  as 
'  fome  gentlemen  have  been  pleafed  to  reprcfenr. 
'  Though  I  am  no  great  mafter  of  precedents,  though 

•  I  never  look  into  them  but  when  I  have  immediate 

•  occafion  for  them,   yet  I  have  got  three  or  four 
'  in  my  hand^  which  I  take  to  beexadly  parallel  to 

•  the  cafe  now  before  us*     In  1702,    her  late  Ma- 
jelly  Queen  Anne  fent  a  meflage  to  this  houfe,  ac-^ 
quainting  them  with  the  then  fituation  of  affairs 
abroad  ,  and  upon  that  mefllige,  this  houfe,  by  an 
addrefs,  gave  her  Majefty  the  fame  fort  of  powers 
as  are  now  afked  for.     In  17 15,    his  late  Majefty 
fent  a  mefTage  to  this  houfe,  acquainting  them  of 
the  danger  the  nation  was  in,  from  infurredions  at 
home,  and  likewife  from  intended  invafions  from 
abroad,  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  ;  and  the  fame 
very  powers  now  afked  for,  were  granted  by  an 
addrefs  of  this  houfe  to  his  late  Majefty,    In  1 7 1 85 
during  the  Spanijh  war,    that  power  was  again 
renewed  to  his  late  Majefty*,   and  in   1725,  the 
fiime  powers  were  again  given  to  the  crown,  both 
in  the  fame  method  ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be 
faid,  that  what  is  now  propofed  is  either  new  or 
unprecedented.      It    is    what     has    often     been 
pradifed,  and   what   muft   always    be   pra6lifed» 
when  the  nation  happens  to  be  threatened  with  any 
danger. 

'  I  am  afraid.  Sir,  I  have  already  taken  up  too 
much  of  your  time,  and  therefore  I  ftiali  now  add 
no  more  ;  but  if  any  material  objedions  be  made 
to  what  I  am  to  propofe,  I  hope  that  the  houfe 

Vol.  XII.  R  '  will 


42  Parliamentary      A.  1734. 

*  will  again  indulge  me,  to  make  fuch  anfwers  to 
'  them  as  I  may  then  think  of,  or  that  fome  other 
'  gentleman,  who   may   perhaps    be   of  the   fame 

*  opinion  with  me,  and  better  able  ^to  anfwer  fuch 

*  objeclions  than  I  am,  will  rife  up  and  do  it: 
'  Therefore  I  fhall  only  beg  leave  to  make  you  the 
'  following  motion. 

'  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his 

*  Maj^^fty,  to  declare  the  duty  and  fidelity  of  this 

*  houfe  to  his  Majefty,   and  the  intire  confidence 

*  which   they   repofe    in   his   royal   care   and   en- 

*  deavours  for  the  fecurity  of  his  kingdoms,  and  for 
'  rcftoring  the  peace  of  Europe  ;  to  cxprcfs  the  juft 
'  fenfe  they  have  of  his  Majefty's  attention  to  the 

*  true   intereft  of  his  people,  in  previoufly  taking 

*  the  advice  and  concurrence  of  this  houle  at  this 
'  critical  conjundlure,  in  order  to  make  the  necef- 
'  fary  preparations  againft  any  emergencies  arifing 
^  from   the   prefent  poilure   of  affairs   in  Europe^ 

*  efpecially  during  the  interval  of  Parliament ;  to 

*  defire  his  Majefly  to  make  fuch  augmentation  of 

*  his  forces,  by  Tea  or  land,  as  his  Majefty  in  his  great 

*  wifdom  fhall  judge  necelTary,  and  to  concert  fuch 
^  meafures  as  the  exigency  of  affairs  fhall  require  : 

*  This  houfe  not  doubting  but  that  his  Majefty  will 

*  find,  that  his  faithful  Commons  will  at  all  times, 
'  when  the  accounts  fhall  be  laid  before  them,  of  the 

*  extraordinary  expences  incurred  by  his  Majefty, 
'  for  the  honour,   intereft,  and  defence  of  his  king- 

*  doms,  effeftually  enable  his  Majefty  to  anfwer  and 

*  make  good  the  fame.' 

Mr.  Ship-  TVilUam  Shtppen^  Efq;  '  I  am  glad  to  find.  Sir, 
iijus^  c  i-h^j-  ^\^Q  honourable  gentleman  has  now  difcovered 
a  meaning  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech  at  the  opening 
of  this  feffion,  which  he  could  not,  it  feems,  dif- 
cover  the  firft  day  of  the  feffion  :  He  was,  or  pre- 
tended at  leaft  to  be,  fo  far  from  difcovenng,  at 
that  time,  any  fuch  meaning  in  his  Majefty 'b  Ipeech 

*  as 
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as  he  has  now  fliewed  to  us,  that  he  feemcd  very 
much  furprifcd  any  gentleman  ifliould  have  the  leaft 
apprehenfions  of  llich  a  meaning.  I,  as  well  as 
feveral  gentlemen  round  me,  remember  well  the 
gentleman's  very  words  upon  thl^t  occafion  •,  I  re- 
member, when  I  intimated  then  to  the  houfe  my 
fears,  that  fome  fuch  thing  as  a  vote  of  credit  was 
intended,  he  faid,  he  believed  no  man  alive  bun 
myfelf  could  dream  of  any  fuch  thing  •,  but  now 
we  are  told,  that  from  his  Majefty's  manner  of  ex- 
prelTing  himfelf  upon  that  occafion,  every  gentle- 
man in  the  houfe  mud  have  expedled  a  demand  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  what  is  now  before  us :  I  did  in- 
deed, from  what  his  Majefty  fiid,  exped  a  demand 
for  a  vote  of  credit  ;  but  I  little  expected  that  that 
demand  would  have  been  attended  with  fuch  other 
extraordinary  demands,  as  are  contained  in  the 
mefTage  now  under  confideration. 
'  As  no  fufficient  time  has  been  given.  Sir,  for 
gentlemen  to  confider  of  this  extraordinary  de- 
mand from  the  crown ;  as  no  information  has  been 
given  us  by  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke 
laft,  from  whom,  I  believe,  every  gentleman  in 
this  houfe,  expedled  a  full  information,  with  refpedt 
to  the  reafons  which  the  crown  may  have  for 
making  fuch  a  demand  *,  gentlemen  like  me,  who 
are  kept  at  a  dittance  from  the  fecrets  of  the  ad- 
miniftration,  have  no  way  left  to  judge,  but  ac- 
cording to  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  mef- 
fage  •,  and  from  thence  1  mufl:  judge,  that  the  de- 
mand now  made  upon  us  is  intirely  new,  and  very 
extraordinary.  As  1  fiid  before,  it  is  a  demand  for 
a  total  furrender  of  all  the  rights  of  Parliament ;  for 
we  are  now,  it  feems,  to  give  the  King  a  power  of 
raifing  what  money  he  pleafes ;  we  are  to  give  him 
a  power  of  raifing  wat  military  force  he  pl'.afts, 
without  confent  of  Parliament :  Are  nor  thefe  tlie 
two  rights  upon  wiiich  ull  the  other  righrs  ot  Par- 
liament depend  ?  Is  not  the  controuJ  we  have  over 
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tbei'e  two,  the  only  handle  by  which  we  can  or  dare 
vindicate  any  other  right  that  belongs  to  us  ?  And 
after  the  furrender  of  thefe  two,  can  it  be  faid  that 
we  have  any  right,  or  at  lead,  that  we  dare  claim 
any  right,  but  fuch  as  the  crown  Ihall  vouchfafe 
from  time  to  time  to  allow  us. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman,  Sir,  by  way  of  in- 
troduction to  his  motion,  was  pleafed  to  fay  a  great 
deal  in  juftification  of  the  mefiage,  and  of  the 
powers  thereby  demanded  •,  but  I  think  the  fub- 
llance  of  what  he  faid,  may  be  reduced  to  thefe 
three  heads  ;  That  it  is  neceflary  for  us  to  grant 
thofe  powers  *,  That  the  granting  of  fuch  is  neither 
new  or  unprecedented  ;  and  that  they  may  with 
fafety  be  granted  to  the  crown  :  Every  one  of 
which  propofitions  I  muft  deny,  and  I  think  I  have 
good  reafon  for  fo  doing.  The  gentleman  indeed 
fpoke  to  us  yeflerday,  of  the  neceflity  offending 
fuch  a  meffage,  and  I  was  in  hopes  he  would  have 
this  day  endeavoured  to  have  made  that  neceffity 
appear  :  But  this  is  fo  far  from  being  the  cafe,  that 
1  think,  he  has  rather  fhewn  the  contrary. 

'  Whether  the  powers  now  afked  for  be  unprece- 
dented or  not,  it  is  certain.  Sir,  they  are  extra- 
ordinary, and  therefore  ought  never  to  be  granted, 
but  when  the  nation  is  in  imminent  danger,  or  in 
cafes  of  riie  utmoft  extremity  ;  and  for  this  reafon, 
I  did  exped:  we  were  to  have  been  told  this  day, 
that  the  nation  was  immediately  to  be  invaded  by 
fome  foreign  power,  or  that  fome  dangerous  plot 
had  been  difcovered  •,  and  I  expected  this  the  more, 
becaufe  the  fliort  time  that  was  afked  for  taking  this 
affair  into  our  confideration,  was  refufed.  However, 
now  I  find  it  is  quite  otherwife,  the  gentleman  him- 
felf  fays,  he  believes  the  nation  to  be  in  fafety,  but 
does  not  defire  its  fafety  fhould  depend  upon  his 
belief.  In  this.  Sir,  I  agree  with  him  ;  1  really 
do  not  defire,  that  the  fafety  of  the  nation  fhould 
;depend  upon  his  belief;  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
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happy  for  us,  it  did  not  depend  upon  his  iidminl- 
ftration.  Tho*  at  firll  he  feemed  willing  to  terrify 
us  with  the  French  fquadron,  yet  at  lafl:  he  told  us, 
he  believed  it  was  defigned  el fe where  ;  but  nt-w 
counfels,  groundlefs  jealoufies,  fudden  changes, 
might  bring  them  this  way.  For  God's  fake,  Sir, 
are  gentlemen  ferious  when  they  talk  at  this  rate  ? 
Are  we  to  come  into  fuch  extraordinary  meafures, 
are  we  to  vefb  an  abfolute  power  in  the  crowr^y*  be- 
caufe,  from  new  counfels,  from  fudden  changes,  the 
nation  may  be  in  danger?  If  this  be  a  neceflity  for 
our  agreeing  to  what  is  now  propofed,  will  not  the 
fame  neceffity  always  prevail  ?  Are  v/e  not  in  as 
great  danger  from  new  counfels  and  fudden  changes, 
when  our  neighbours  are  all  at  peace,  as  when  they 
are  all  engaged  in  a  bloody  war,  and  every  one  o^ 
them  courting  us,  either  for  our  affiflance  or  for  a 
neutrality  ?  Nay,  for  this  reafon,  I  think  we  are 
now  in  greater  fecurity,  than  we  can  ever  propofe 
to  be,  in  time  of  the  moft  profound  tranquility  ; 
and  therefore,  if  we  now  agree  to  the  granting  of 
fuch  powers,  and  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  method 
too,  I  fliall  expedl  to  fee  them  demanded  from 
every  fefllon  of  Parliament  for  the  future  ,  I  fhall 
never  exped  to  fee  them  refufed. 
*  I  fay.  Sir,  in  fuch  an  extraordinary  method  to  ; 
for  fuppofe  it  could  be  alledged  that  we  fliould  pro- 
bably be  cxpofed  to  fome  great  danger,  in  a  month 
or  fix  weeks  hence,  which  might  make  it  neceffary 
to  grant  fuch  powers  to  the  crown  •,  yet  that  would 
be  no  reafon  for  doing  it  in  fuch  an  extraordinary 
manner  :  We  would,  in  fuch  a  cafe,  have  time  to 
do  it  in  a  regular  parliamentery  way  ;  and  where- 
ever  that  can  be  done,  it  ought  to  be  done.  There 
can  be  no  reafon,  there  can  be  no  cxcufe  for  thus 
leaping  over  all  the  forms  and  methods  of  proceed- 
ing in  Parliament,  but  when  the  danger  is  fo  near 
at  hand,  that  the  providing  againft  it  cannot  admic 
of  fuch  delays.     The  honourable  gentleman  fays, 
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*  our  circumftances  are  much  the  fame  now,  as  they 

*  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  ftfTion  ;  therefore  if 
'  we  are  now  in  danger,    we  were  then  in  the  fame 

*  danger :  Why  then  were  we  not  made  acquainted 

*  with  it  at  that  time?  If  we  had,   we  could  have 

*  provided  againft  it  in  a  regular  manner.    But  fup- 

*  pofe  that  we  had  then  done  it  in  this  irregular 
'  manner,  does  the  gentleman  think,  as  he  pretends, 

*  that  there  is  no  greater  inconvenience  in  lodging  an 
'  unlimited  power  in  the  hands  of  the  crown  at  the 
'  end  of  a  feffion,  or  perhaps  at  the  end  of  a  Parlia- 

*  ment,  than   at  the  beginniiig  of  a  feffion  ?  The 

*  contrary  is  evident;  while  the  Parliament  continues 
^  fitting  after  fjch  a  power  granted,  they  will,  never-r 

*  thelefs,  be  a  check  upon  the  ufe  of  that  power  ; 
'  they  may  recall  it  befoie  it  be  too  late  ;  but  when 
'  an  expiring  f.ffion,  much  more  an  expiring  Parlia- 

*  ment,  grants  fuch  a  powrr,  it  may,  before  the  next 
'  feffion,  or  the  next  Parliament  is  allowed  to  meet, 

*  be  extended  beyond  controul. 

'  The  honourable  gendcman  told  us.    Sir,  that 

*  there  have  been  negotiations  on  foot  -,  that  there 
'  are  negotiations  on  foot ;  it  is  true  they  have  nor, 

*  he  fays,  yet  had  the  defired  fuccefs,  but  neither 

*  have  they  been  reje6ted  :  That  his  Majefty  is  wil- 

*  ling  to  wait  the  refuk  of  thefe  negotiations,  being 

*  refolved  to  delay  putting  his  people  to  any  expence, 
'  as  long  as  it  can  be  avoided.  Upon  this,  he  ap- 
'  plauded  his  Majefty's  tender  care  for  his  fubjecls, 

*  and  took  care  to  alTume  great  merit  to  himfelf  in 
^  advifing  this  delay.  Let  us  fuppofe,  Sir,  this  Par- 
^  liament  difiblved  ;  fuppofe  thefe  negotiations 
'  aftually  rejeded  ;  furely  we  cannot  fuppofe  any 
'  power  in  Europe  fo  mad,  or  fo  unj  jft,  as  to  attack 

his  Majefty  for  endeavouring  to  reconcile  the  dif- 
ferences between  them  and  their  enemies  ;  and  it  is 
impoffiible  to  fuppofe,  that  the  affiiirs  o^  Europe  can, 
upon  the  rejeding  of  fuch  negotiations,  take  fuch 
a  fudden  turn,  as  may  inevitably  oblige  his  Majefty 

'  to 
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to  declare  of  one  fide  or  the  other,  before  it  be 
pofTible  for  the  new  Parhamcnt  to  meet  :  Hiis,  I 
fay,  is  impolfible  to  fiippole  •,  and  it  is  as  ini pofTi- 
ble to  fuppofe,  that  any  of  the  powers  now  engaged 
in  war,  will  attempt  to  invade  or  infult  this  nation, 
till  his  Majefty  has  openly  declared  againll  them. 
The  gentleman  fays,  that  his  Majefty  has  all  along 
endeavoured  not  to  give  any  jud  caufe  of  alarm 
to  any  foreign  power,  nor  to  difoblige  any  ally  : 
I  am  afraid  if  we  difoblige  any  power  in  Euroje^ 
we  mud  difoblige  an  ally  :  However,  as  his  Ma- 
jefty has,  during  the  feffion  of  Parliament,  been  fo 
cautious,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  he  will 
continue  to  be  as  cautious,  during  the  inrervnl  of 
Parlia.nent:  So  that  upon  the  whole,  I  mufi:  think, 
that  every  thing  the  honourable  gentleman  faid, 
tended  to  prove,  that  we  are  not  at  prefent  under  the 
leaft  neceftity  of  granting  the  powers  demanded. 
*  Now,  Sir,  give  me  leave  to  examine  the  pre- 
cedents the  honourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to 
mention,  and  which  he  laid  were  exaclly  paralltl 
to  the  cafe  in  hand.  I  do  not  knov/,  indeed,  bi:t 
from  the  four  cafes  he  mentioned  taken  jointly,  we 
may  make  up  fome  fort  of  precedent  for  the  pre- 
fent j  but  I  am  very  fure  that  no  one  of  them 
taken  feparately,  is  any  way  parallel  to  the  prefent. 
As  to  that  in  1702,  it  is  quite  different  from  this, 
both  as  to  the  manner  offending  it,  as  to  the  time 
of  its  b,^ing  fent,  and  as  to  the  powers  that  were 
either  afked  or  given  :  As  to  the  manner  of  fending 
it,  it  appears,  that  that  great  and  good  Princefs, 
Queen  Anne^  in  the  very  meffage  which  Ihe  fent, 
acquainted  the  houfe,  that  fhe  had  commanded  the 
feveral  letters  and  reprefentations  palTed  between 
her  and  the  States  General,  upon  the  fubjedl  matter 
of  the  melllige,  to  be  therewith  tranfmitted  to  the 
houfe.  So  far  was  flie  from  defiring  her  Parlia- 
ment to  grant,  only  becaufe  Hie  thought  fit  to  afk, 
that  on  the  contrary,  flie  laid  the  whole  of  her 
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foreign  tranfadions  before  them,  and  thereby  made 
them  judges  of  what  ought  to  be  done  upon  that 
emergency  ;  and  I  mufl  fay,  Sir,  it  would  be  no 
difcredit  for  the  bed  and  wifeft  of  her  fuccefibrs 
to  imitate  her  royal  example  in  this,  as  well  as  in 
moft  of  the  other  meafures  of  her  glorious  reign. 
*  Then  as  to  the  time  of  fending  that  meffage, 
we  were  then  aftually  engaged  in  the  war,  and 
one  of  our  allies  was  in  the  moft  imminent  danger 
of  being  fwallowed  up  by  our  moft  inveterate 
enemy  ;  an  enemy,  who  but  a  little  before,  had  put 
the  greateft  affront  upon  this  nation,  by  fetting  up 
a  Pretender,  and  acknowledging  him  in  the  moll 
public  manner,  as  the  only  rightful  King  of  thefe 
realms.  It  was  not  then  faid,  that  we  or  our  allies 
might,  from  new  counfels,  and  fudden  changes,  be 
in  danger  :  It  was  laid,  it  was  not  only  faid,  but 
fhewn  to  the  houfe  in  the  moft  authentic  manner, 
that  one  of  our  allies  was  ac51ually  then  in  imminent 
danger.  And  farther.  Sir,  that  meflage  was  not 
fent  to  the  houfe  at  the  end  of  the  fefTion,  and  after 
moft  of  the  members  were  gone  into  the  country,  it 
was  fent  in  the  very  middle  of  the  f^flion,  and  at  a 
time  when  it  muft  be  fuppofed  that  the  houfe  was  full. 
'  Bat  as  to  the  powers  then  demanded  or  granted, 
I  am  fuprifed  to  hear  it  £iid,  that  that  cafe  is  pa- 
rallel to  the  prefent.  Sir,  her  Majefty  afked  no 
powers  •,  fhe  only  told,  and  fliewed  the  houfe  what 
her  allies  defired  and  prayed  ;  but  fiie  did  not  pre- 
tend by  her  meflage,  to  direft  the  houfe  what  they 
were  to  do  -,  (he  did  not  defire  them  to  do  any 
thing  •,  but  only  fi\id,  fhe  doubted  not,  but  they 
would  take  fueh  meafures  upon  that  occafion,  as 
might  be  moft  for  the  honour  and  advantage  of 
her  Majefty,  the  ilifety  of  her  kingdoms,  and  the 
necefiary  fupport  of  her  allies :  And  in  confequence 
of  this,  what  was  done?  This  houfe  was  very  far 
from  granting  to  her  Majefty,  a  power  ofaug- 
ll^enting  her  forces  bgth  by  fea  aud  Und^  a§  fiaueh 
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as  fhe  pleafcd  \  a  power  of  raifing  and  keeping  up 
in  this  nation  as  numerous  an  army  as  fhe  plcaYed  -, 
a  power  of  running  this  nation  in  debt  as  much  as 
Ihe  pleafcd ;  a  power  of  entering  into,  and  con- 
cluding whatever  negotiations  or  treatie«5  ilie  flioukl 
think  proper.  No,  Sir,  they  only  told  her,  that, 
if  her  Majefty  fliould  think  it  necellary  to  enter 
into  any  farther  negotiations,  forincreafing  the  forces 
which  were  to  a6l  in  conjunction  with  the  forces  of 
the  States  General,  that  houfe  would  enable  her 
Majefty  to  make  good  the  fame  ;  and  even  to  this 
fo  particular,  this  fo  much  limited  grant,  they 
added  this  exprefs  condition,  that  England  fhould 
not  be  charged  with  the  pay  of  fuch  additional 
troops,  but  from  the  day  when  a  (top  fhould  be 
made  by  the  States  General  to  all  correfpondence, 
trade,  and  commerce  with  France  and  Spain : 
But  this  condition,  Sir,  was  never  performed  ;  the 
additional  troops  were  taken  into  our  pay,  but  no 
fuch  ftop  was  ever  made  by  the  States  General ; 
which  fhews  how  little  we  ought  to  depend  upon 
the  conditions  annexed  to,  or  implied  in  any  grant 
we  make,  or  in  any  power  we  give. 
*  As  to  the  meflages  fent  to  this  houfe  in  the  years 
1 715  and  17 1 8,  they  are  very  far  from" being  pre- 
cedents for  the  pre  fent.  At  the  time  of  the  tirft, 
there  was  an  infurreclion,  in  a  manner,  adlually 
broke  out,  and  an  invufion  expected  •,  the  nation 
was  then  in  imminent  danger,  the  government  was 
expofed  to  the  danger  of  being  immediately  over- 
turned :  This  the  King  ^in  his  mefiage  acquainted 
the  houfe  of,  and  this  was  the  reafon  tor  their  com- 
ing to  the  refolution  they  then  did  :  but  even  in 
that  time  of  imminent  danger,  this  houle  neither 
was  defired,  nor  did  they  condefcend  to  grant 
to  his  late  Majefty  fuch  extenfive  powers,  as 
are  now  demanded  and  propofed  to  be  granted. 
They  defired  his  Majefty  indeed  to  augment  liis 
forces  both  by  fe4  and  lundj  which,  confidering  the 
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fmall  number  of  regular  forces  we  had  then  in  the 
kingdom,  was  much  more  reafonable  than  the  fame 
power  can  now  appear  to  be,   even  fuppofe  we 
were  threatned  with  the  J  ike  danger  •,  but  it  was 
not  then  fo  much  as  defired,  that  the  houfe  fhould 
before-hand  approve  of  all  the  negotiations  and 
treaties,  which  his  Majefty,  or  rather  his  m in ifters, 
fhould  think  proper  to  enter  into,  or  to  conclude ; 
and  the  power  then  granted  to  his  Majefty  was  the 
lefs  dangerous,  becaufe  neither  the  Parliament,  nor 
the  fefTion  of  Parliament,  was  then  drawing  to« 
wards  a  clofe  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  his  late  Ma- 
jefty was  fo  good  as  to  continue  the  lame  felTion  of 
Parliament,   till  the  danger  the  nation  was  threat- 
ened with,  was  intirely  over  ;    fo  that  the  Parlia- 
ment had  at  any  time  an  opportunity,  and  cer- 
tainly would  have  put  a  check  to  the  minifters  of 
ftate,  if  they,  or  any  of  them,   had  attempted  to 
have  made  a  wrong  ufc  of  that  power  which  the 
Parliament    had  granted  to   his    Majefty.     The 
powers  granted  in  1 7 18,  were  granted  for  the  fame 
caufe.     His  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  acquainted  his 
Parliament,  that  the  nation  was  in  danger  of  being 
invaded  by  a  foreign  power  -,  and  it  adually  would 
have  been  invaded,    if  the  Spanijh  fleet  had  not 
met  with  a  difafter  at  fea  ;  fo  that  neither  of  thefe 
cafes  can  be  any  way  confidered  as  parallel  to  the 
'  prefent. 

*  It  is  true.  Sir,  the  other  precedent  quoted  by 
'  the  honourable  gentleman,  may  be  looked  on  as 
fome  way  parallel  to  the  prefent :  We  were  then 
in  a  fort  of  ftate  which  I  cannot  give  a  name  to  ; 
it  was  neither  a  time  of  war,  nor  a  time  of  peace  ; 
but  I  do  not  remember  it  was  fo  much  as  pretended, 
'  that  the  nation  was  threatned  with  imminent  dan- 

■  ger  ;  yet  we  then  did  fomewhat  like  what  we  are 

■  now  defired  to  do  ;  we  granted  away  millions 
'  for  aught  we  knew,  in  the  dark,  without  any 
'  caufe  or  reafon  aftigned.     But  I  muft  obferve,  Sir, 

2  *that 
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that  that  mefTige  happened  fince  the  honourable 
gentleman's  return  to  power,  and  tliercfore  may  be 
llippofed  to  have  beenadvifed  by  the  ilime  perlons, 
and  to  have  proceeded  from  the  fame  councils  with 
the  prelent  -,  yet  they  were  a  little  more  moddl  at 
that  time  :  It  could  not  be  then  properly  iaid,  diat 
the  nation  was  in  a  (late  of  abfolute  tranquillity  ; 
yet  neverthelefs,   the  honourable  gentleman  was  lb 
modefl,    as  to   afk  only  for  a  power  to  make  an 
addition  to  the  number  of  feamen,  and  to  nego- 
tiate and  make  treaties ;  he  did  nor  fo  much  as  afk 
for  a  power  to  raife,    and  keep  up  in  this  nation, 
in  a  time   of  peace,   whatever  number  of  land- 
forces  he  might  pretend  to  think  necelTary.     Thu? 
we  fee  the  honourable  gentleman  improves  upon  his 
laft  precedent,   and  it  is  natural  to  fappofe,  he  will 
likewife  improve  upon  this ;  therefore,  if  all  the 
powers,  now  afkcd  for,   be  granted,  as  I   do  not: 
know  any  other  power  his  Majefty  can  want  from 
his  Parliament,  but  that  of  making  laws,  I  fhall 
expedt,   that,   befioes  the  power  now  afked  for, 
there  will  be,  in  the  next  mefifage  from  the  crown, 
a  demand  for  impowering  his  Majefty  to  make  or 
repeal,   continue  or   fufpend,   alter,    explain,    or 
amend  fuch  laws,  and  in  fuch  manner,   as  he  flaall 
think  abfolutely  necefHiry   for  the    fifety  of  the 
nation.     This,  I    lay,  is   the   only  farther  grant 
that  is  necefTary  for  us  to  make,  in  order  to  e- 
ftablifh  by  a  refolution  of  both  houfes,  the  abfo- 
lute power  of  the  crown  ;    and  with  refpecl  to  the 
liberties  of  the  nation,  I  think  it  is  much  the  fame, 
whether  we  grant  this   pov/er  to  the  crown,  or 
put  the  crown  in  a  capacity  of  aflliming  it  when- 
ever i;!iey   have   a   mind,  v/hich  will  certainly  be 
the  confequence  of  the  refolution  now  propofed. 
'  This,  Sir,   naturally  leads  me  to  the  other  doc- 
trine which  the  honourable  gentleman  has  endea- 
*  voured  to  eftablifh  ;  that  we  may  with  fafety  grant 

'  to 
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to  the  crown  the  power  now  aiked  for.  As  to  his 
prefent  Majefty,  Sir,  he  is  a  Prince  of  fo  much 
goodnefs  and  wifdom,  and  is  endowed  with  fo 
many  noble  and  princely  qualifications,  that  we 
may  fafely  not  only  truft  him  with  the  powers  now 
demanded,  but  we  may  furrender,  and  lay  down 
the  whole  of  our  rights  and  hberties  at  the  foot  of 
the  throne ;  but  as  this  would  be  a  moft  dan- 
gerous precedent,  and  might  be  made  a  moft 
wicked  ufe  of  in  times  to  come,  the  fame  wifdom 
and  generofity,  which  makes  it  fafe  for  us  to  put 
fo  much  truft  in  his  prefent  Majefty,  would  ren- 
der perfons  capable  of  fo  much  mean  and  low 
complaifance,  moft  defpicable  in  his  Majefty's 
eyes.  He  might  juftly  fay  of  us,  what  the  Ro- 
man Emperor  faid  of  that  fenate,  which  was  fo 
complaifant  as  to  refufe  nothing  he  afked  ;  O  Ho- 
mines fervire  paratos  !  And  his  Majefty  would  have 
as  much  reafon  to  be  quite  tired  with  our  fawning 
complaifance,  as  that  Emperor  is  by  the  hiftorian 
reprefented  to  have  been  with  the  fawning  com- 
plaifance of  the  Roman  fenate.  We  all  know.  Sir, 
how  difficult  it  is  to  reiufe  to  the  King  upon  the 
throne,  thofe  favours  or  powers  which  have  been 
granted  to  his  predecefTor ',  and  therefore  it  has  al- 
ways been  the  eftabliftied  maxim  of  every  honeft 
man,  who  had  a  feat  in  either  houfe  of  Parlia- 
ment, not  to  grant  to  a  good  King  thofe  powers, 
which  a  bad  King  might  make  an  ill  ufe  of  *,  and 
furely,  if  a  bad  King  were  trufted  with  a  power  of 
raifing  land  forces  at  difcretion,  he  might  eafily 
turn  it  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  all  the  liberties 
and  privileges  of  the  people  of  this  kingdom. 
'  But  with  refpe6t  to  the  powers  now  afked,  our 
fafety  is,  it  feems,  to  be  fecured  by  this  -,  that  a 
particular  account  is  to  be  rendered  to  next  Parlia- 
ment of  whatever  may  be  done,  and  of  all  tlie 
adcliciona!  expence   that    may   be  incurred^     in 

*  pur- 
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purfuance  of  thefe  powers.  Sir,  I  have  been  fo 
often  deceived  by  minifterial  promifes,  and  ex- 
perience  has  fo  fully  convinced  me,  that  we  are 
never  to  expedl  any  fuch  account  in  a  fair  and  re- 
gular manner,  that  1  have  no  fiith  in,  nor  any  de- 
pendence upon,  fuch  promifes:  Both  I  and  other 
gentlemen  have  often  called  for  fuch  accounts,  but 
we  have  always  been  told,  that  either  matters  were 
not  ripe  for  laying  fuch  accounts  before  Parliament, 
or  that  the  fecrets  of  the  government  were  not  to  be 
revealed  •,  and  the  higheft  fatisfidion  we  could  ever 
get  upon  fuch  occafions,  was  to  be  told,  that  the 
expences  had  been  neceiTarily  incurred  on  account 
of  foreign  and  fecret  fervices  :  It  has  always  been 
pretended  there  was  a  necefTity  for  fuch  expence, 
but  the  Parliament  was  never  to  be  let  into  the 
fecret  from  whence  that  necefTity  arofe ;  we  are 
always,  it  feems,  to  believe  fo  upon  the  bare 
word  of  our  honed  and  wife  minifters  ;  and  I  am 
very  apt  to  believe  that  the  fame  confidence  and 
refignation  will  be  required  from  the  next  Parlia- 
ment. 

*  The  gentleman  faid  he  might  leave  the  queflion 
to  relt  wholly  upon  our  prefent  circumftances  :  Ic 
may  be  fo.  Sir,  but  I  wifli  he  had  told  us  what 
thefe  circumftances  are.  He  faid  they  were  the 
fame  they  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  fefiion  •,  not 
altogether  the  fame  ;  they  were  the  ll\me  in  gene- 
ral, but  by  time,  and  variations  in  foreign  coun- 
cils, an  alteration  might  be  made  in  them.  I  mufb 
fay,  Sir,  the  houfe  is  very  much  obliged  to  the 
honourable  gentleman  for  giving  us  fo  much  fatif- 
fadion  ♦,  and  from  this  intelligence  we  fhall  cer- 
tainly be  able  to  give  our  friends  in  the  country  a 
moft  fatisfaftory  account,  and  a  moft  convincing 
reafon  for  what  we  have  done.  It  is  true,  they 
have  been  made  believe  that  they  are  to  pay  buc 
two  {hillings  in  the  pound  land-tax,  but  we  c^in 
t^U  them  that  the  honourable  gentleman  gave  us 
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fo  particular  an  account  of  our  circumftances,   and 
of  the  danger  the  nation  was  expofed   to,  that  wc 
thought  proper  to  leave  it  to  his  difcretion,  whe- 
ther the  naiion  fliould  be  charged  with  fix  fhillings, 
or  perhaps   with  nineteen  (hillings   in  the  pound 
land-tax  j    and  by  his  pad  condu(5t  the  nation  is  fo 
fully  convinced  of  his  wifdom  and  fincerity,  that 
they  will  certainly  approve  of  what  we  have  done. 
'  Sir,  I  have   troubled  you  too  long  •,  I  think  I 
have  fliewn  that  the  refolution  propofed  is  neither 
necelTary  nor  fafe,  nor  founded  upon  any  prece- 
dent :  But  quoting  of  precedents  fignifies  nothing  ; 
fuppofe  there  were  precedents  exa6lly  parallel  to 
the  prefent  cafe,  it  would  be  no  argument  for  our 
agreeing  to  what  is  propofed.     There  are  but  too 
many  precedents  which  refemble  it  a  little  ;  it  is 
now  high  time  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  practice,  and  I 
am  fure  it  will  be  much  more  for  our  honour  to 
make  a  precedent  where  fuch  a  demand  has  been* 
refufed,  otherwife  the  thing  may  come  to  be  fami- 
liar :  It  may  become  an  ufual  cuitom  to  veft  the 
crown  with  fuch  a  power  at  the  end  of  every  Par- 
liament ;    fo  that  all  our  fucceeding  Parliaments 
may  come  to  be  chofen  under  the  influence  of  ab- 
folute  power,  and  then  neither  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman, nor  any  of  his  fucceiTors  in  office,  needs 
defire  to  do  any  thing  without  the  previous  fandion 
of  Parliament  •,  for  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  a 
Parliament  chofen  under  the  influence  of  arbitrary 
power,  will  ever  refufe  their  fanftion,  when  the 
minifter  for  the  time  being,  pleafes  to  demand  it  , 
in  which  cafe,  I   believe,  every   gentleman   will 
agree  with  me,    that  the  Parliament  will   be  alto- 
gether ufelefs,  it  will  ferve  for  nothing  but  to  make 
our  minilters  the  more  daring,  and  the  oppreffions 
of  the  people  the  more  grievous  >  and  therefore. 
Sir,  I  am  againft  the  queftion/ 

Sir 
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Sir  "Thomas  Robinfon  fpoke  next  for  the  que- 
ftion  ;  after  him  the  Lord  CGleraine  Ipoke  againtl 
it,  iuid  then, 

Ed-ward  D'lghy^   Efq-,  ftood  up  and  fpoke  to  the  Mr.  Dig- 
following  effed: :    '  The  honourable  gentleman  who  hfs 
'  opened  this  debate  has,    in  my  opinion,  Sir,   made^P^^^* 
'  as  artful  a  fpeech  in  favour  of  arbitrary  power,  as 
'  ever  I  heard  made ;::  y  where,  and  has  faid  a  great 

*  deal   more  in  recommendation  of  fjch  a  govern- 

*  ment,  than  ever  I  expc6led  to  have  heard  within 

*  thefe  walls.     I  will  not  eafily  admit.  Sir,  that  we 

*  are  ever  to  "truft  the  crown  with  fuch  extenfive 
'  powers  as  are  now  demanded  -,  but  furely,  if  we 
'  are  ever  to  do  any  thing  like  it,  if  we  are  ever  to 

*  veft  in  the  crown  any  extraordinary  and  unufual 

*  powers,  it  ought  to  be  in  a  cafe  of  the  extremeft 
'  neceflity,  and  even  then  we  ought  to  do  it  in  the 

*  moll  deliberate  way  that  the  circumftances  of  the 
'  cafe  can  admit  of,  and  not  till  after  the  cafe  has 

*  been  fully  explained,  and  the  neceflity  made  clearly 
'  to  appear  to  us.  Had  we  been  informed  of  our 
'  danger  in  the  beginning  of  the  feflion,   what  is  now 

*  propofed  might  have  been  done;  but  then  it  might 
'  have  been  done  in  a  regular  way,  and  might  have 
'  pafled  through  all  the  forms  of  Parliament  ;  by 
'  which  means   the  other  houfe  might  have  had  an 

*  opportunity  of  putting  a  negative  upon  it,  which 

*  they  ought  to  have  by  our  conftitution  ;  and  every 
^  gentleman  of  either  houfe  of  Parliament  might 
'  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  into  the 
^  merits  of  the  queifion,  and  of  giving  his  opinion 
'  upon  it  j  whereas  now  we  are  in  a  thin  houfe,  and 

*  without  any  concurrence   of  the  other  houfe,  to 

*  give  up  by  a  fir.gle  vote  all  the  rights  of  Pariia- 

*  menr,  and,  for  aught  we  know,  to  put  an  end  to 

*  all  Parliaments, 

'  The 
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*  The  honourable  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  dur- 
ing the  former  part  of  the  feflion  of  Parliamerit, 
his  Majv'ily  did  not  make  this  application,  becaufe 
the  danger  had  not  become  fo  great,  as  to  make  it 
neceflary  for  us  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  immediate 
additional  expence,    but  that  after  the   feflion  is 
broke  up,  or  this  Parliament  diffolved,fome  change 
may    happen,  which   will    make    fuch    expence 
neceflary  ;  and  as  his  Majefty  cannot  then  have  an 
opportunity  of  applying  to  his  Parliament,  there- 
fore   it   is  neceiTary   to  furnifh    him   with  fuch 
powers  as  are  now  demanded,  before  the  feflion 
breaks  up.  Sir,  I  would  be  glad  to  know  from  that 
gentleman,  or  any  other,   what  neceflity   there  is 
for  this  feflion's  breaking  up  fo  foon,  or  if  there  is- 
any  neceflky   for  diflblving  this   Parliament  in   a 
few  days  ?    Our  time  does  not  expire  till  Ooloher 
next  •,  and,    however  neceflary  our  prefence  may 
be  in  the  country,    if  the  nation  be  in  any  danger, 
if  there  be  any  reafon  to  fufped;,  that  the  nation 
may  foon  be  in  danger,  I  am  fure  every  gentleman 
will  think  it    his  duty    to  remain  in  town,  or  to 
return  to  town,   in  order   to  attend  the  fervice  of 
his  country  in  Parliament.     If  we  have  now  really 
any  thing  to  fear  from  the  French  fquadron,  and 
that,    I  think,  is  the  only  danger  I  have  heard  fo 
much  as   infinuated,    all  apprehenfions  from    that 
fquadron,    mull  be  over  long   before   that  time  ; 
nay,  I  do  not  know,  but   if  the  few  days  that 
were  afl<ed  yefl:erday  for  taking  this  mefliige  into 
our  cQnfideration,  had  been  granted,  the  danger 
from  that  fquadron  might  have  been  over  before 
we  had  come  to  confider  of  that  danger,  or  how 
to  provide  againd  it  ;    and   this  perhaps  was  the 
chief  motive  for  refufing  fo  fliort  and  fo  reafonable 
a  delay  •,  for  if  that  fquadron  had  been  failed  elfe- 
where,   the  gentlemen  would  have  been  flripped 
of  the  only  argument  I  have  heard  them   make 
*  ulc  of  for  perfuading  us,  or  rather  for  terrifying 

•  us^ 
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us,  into  the  granting  ol"  an  abfolutc  power  to  the 
crown. 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  told  us,  tliat  his  Ma- 
jefty  defired  not  to  give  our  allies  a  mean  opinion 
of  this  nation,  by  our  neglc6ling  to  put  ourlllves 
in  a  condition  of  making  good  all  our  cngagcm.ents 
to  them.  Sir,  I  do  not  know  what  engagements 
we  may  lie  under,  or  who  are  our  prefent  allies,  for 
I  think  all  the  powers  of  Europe  have  lately  been 
our  allies  in  their  turns  •,  but  for  this  very  reafon. 
Sir,  I  am  againft  what  is  now  propofed,  I  am  for 
giving  our  allies,  whoever  thty  may  be,  a  good 
opinion,  not  only  of  this  nation,  but  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  government ;  and  therefore,  whatever  may 
be  necelliiry  to  be  done  for  putting  ourfelves  in  a 
condition  to  make  good  our  engagements,  I  am 
for  its  being  done  in  a  full  houfe,  and  in  a  regular 
parliamentary  method.  Can  any  gentleman  ima- 
gine, that  our  allies,  efpecially  the  Dutcb^  if  they 
be  our  allies,  are  ignorant  of  our  conftitution  }  No, 
Sir,  they  are  perfectly  acquainted  with  it  -,  and 
therefore,  if  we  fhould  grant  fuch  powers  as  are 
now  demanded,  or  make  any  other  fort  of  provi- 
fion  in  a  full  houfe,  and  in  the  regular  parliamenta- 
ry method,  we  cannot  doubt  of  its  having  greater 
weight  with  our  allies,  than  a  refolution  or  vote 
thus  obtained  by  furprife  at  the  end  of  the  felTion, 
and  after  moft  of  the  gentlemen  are  retired  to  the 
country.  Such  a  method  of  obtaining  the  appro- 
bation of  Parliament,  muft  neceffarily  give  them  a 
mean  opinion,  at  lead,  of  our  government,  and 
muft  contribute  to  the  rendering  his  Majefty's  en- 
deavours for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe  of  little 
or  no  effed:. 

*  Befides,  Sir,  by  the  propofition  now  made  to 
us,  we  are  really  going  to  do  what  our  allies 
know  we  cannot  do  :  We  are  not  only  going  to 
delegate  the  power  of  Parliament  to  the  crown, 
but  we  are  going  to  promife  that  a  future  Parlia- 
VOL.  XIL  S  '  menc 
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*  mcnt  fhail  approve  of  whatever  may  be  done  in 

*  purfuance  of  that  power  fo  delegated  to  the  crown. 

*  Does  not  every  one  of  our  allies  know,  that  no 

*  Parliament  can   make  fuch  a  promife  ?  Does  not 

*  every  man  know,  that  no  Parliament  has  a  right  to 

*  furrender  the  liberties  of  the  people,  or  to  delegate 
'  the  power  of  Parliament  to  the  crown  ?  And  can 

*  we  imagine,  that  any  Potentate  in  Europe  will  have 

*  any  great  dependence  upon  the  powers  or  promifes 

*  which  are  granted  by  thofe  who  had  no  right  to 

*  grant  any  fuch  ?  But  fuppofe  we  had  a  right  to 
'  grant  the  powers  now  afked  for,  that  right  is  cer- 

*  tainly  never  to  be  made  ufe  of  but  when  the  na- 

*  tion  is  in  the  mod  imminent  danger  -,  and  as  I 

*  can  fee  no  pretence  for  faying,  that  the  nation  is 
'  now,  or  is  like  to  be,  in  any  fuch  danger,  nor  have 
*■  heard  any  other  reafon  for  afking  the  powers  now 

*  propofcd  to  be  given,  I  muft  fufped  that  they  are 
'  alked  for  purpofes  that  cannot  be  openly  avowed, 

*  and  therefore  I   fliall  give  my  negative  to  the 

*  queftion.* 

Philip  Gybbon,  Efq;  fpoke  next  againft  the  que- 
ftion  •,  and  after  him  Henry  Pelham^  Efq-,  fpoke  in 
favour  of  the  queftion  •,  then  Thomas  Palmer^  Efq, 
fpoke  againft  it  •,  and  after  him, 

Mr.  Will'      Horace  Walpoky  Efq;    fpoke  in  fubflance  thus, 

^fi//£        *  Gentlemen,    Sir,   have   been  at  a  good  deal  of 

^^^    '      *  pains  to  make  out  a  difference  between  the  prece- 

*  dents  that  have  been  mentioned,  and  the  cafe  now 

*  before  us  ;  tho'  I  think,  with  very  little  fuccefs : 

*  There  never  was  yet  a  precedent  for  any  propofi- 

*  tion  or  determination  fo  exadly  parallel  to  the  cafe 
'  in  hand,  but  ingenious  gentlemen  might  find  out 
'  fome  minute  differences  ;  yet  precedents,  where  no 

*  material  difference  could  be  fhewn,  have  always 

*  been  allowed  to  be  good  authorities  for  what  was 
'  propofcd  to  be  done  \  and  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  do 

'  not 
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not  find,  that  with  all  their  ingenuity,  they  have 
been  able  to  (hew  any  material  difference  between 
the  precedents  mentioned,  and  the  propofition  now 
made  to  us.  The  two  material  points  now  under 
our  confideration,  with  refped  to  precedents,  are, 
whether  it  has  not  been  the  pradlice  of  Parliament, 
to  grant  extraordinary  powers  to  the  crown  in  the 
tiine  of  danger  ?  And  in  what  method  thofe  powers 
have  been  granted  ?  Thefe,  I  fay,  are  the  two 
chief  points,  aud  as  to  both  of  them,  every  one 
of  the  precedents  mentioned  appears  to  be  as  exact- 
ly parallel  as  any  one  cafe  can  be  to  another. 
*  But,  Sir,  I  will  endeavour  to  point  out  to  the 
honourable  gentlemen  one  very  material  difference 
between  the  meffage  now  before  us,  and  all  the 
other  meffages  that  have  formerly  come  from  the 
crown ;  and  it  is  this,  in  the  prefent  meflage,  his 
Majefty  exprefly  promifes  to  lay  a  full  account  of 
whatever  expences  may  be  incurred  before  the  next 
Parliament,  which  is  a  piece  of  condefcenfion  that 
was  never  made  by  the  crown  in  any  former  mef- 
fage fent  to  Parliament :  This  is  indeed  a  material 
difference,  but  fuch  a  difference,  as  in  my  opinion, 
ought  certainly  to  be  a  prevailing  argument  for  us 
to  agree  to  what  is  now  demanded.  And  as  to 
the  meffage  in  the  year  1702,  I  muff,  upon  this 
occafion,  obferve,  that  if  a  greater  confidence  had 
been  placed  in  her  Majelly,  and  her  then  mini- 
fters,  and  ftronger  refolutions  made  by  that  Parlia- 
ment, it  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  war 
which  cnfued,  might  have  been  intirely  prevented, 
or  at  lead,  that  the  enemies  of  this  nation  would 
have  been  obliged  to  have  entered  into  the  war  un- 
der much  greater  difad vantages  than  ihey  did  ;  fo 
that  the  flow  and  lukewarm  proceedings  Oi  diat 
Parliament,  and  the  fatal  cffc6ls  they  produced,  is 
one  of  the  ftrongeft  arguments  that  can  be  fuggcft- 
ed,  for  us  now  to  ftrengthen  his  NUjcIly'i  hands 
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in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  prevent  any  fuch  fatal 
confequences. 

*  It  is  furprifing  to  me  to  hear  gentlemen  com- 
plain that  nothing  has  been  laid  before  them,  to 
fliew  the  necelTity  for  granting  the  powers  now 
afked  for.  Did  not  his  Majefty  in  his  fpeech  at 
the  opening  of  the  fefTion  inform  us  of  the  war 
then  begun  in  Europe  ?  Does  not  he  by  the  pre- 
fent  meflfage  acqimint  tis  that  this  war  ftill  conti- 
nues ?  And  is  not  every  gentkman  convinced  by 
what  he  knows  of  the  fituation  of  Europe^  that 
the  balance  of  power  fn  Europe  intirely  depends  on 
the  event  of  that  war  ?  Lee  which  ever  fide  prevail, 
if  it  fhould  be  allowed  to  prevail  too  far,  would 
not  the  balance  of  power  be  thereby  overturned, 
and  will  not  this  nation  necelTarily  be  obliged  to 
prevent  lb  fatal  an  efFecl  ?  Befides  this,  does  not 
every  gentleman  know  that  the  French  have  lately 
fitted  out  a  very  powerful  fea  armament,  which, 
if  not  defigned  againft  this  country,  can  be  defign- 
ed  againft  but  one  other  place  in  the  world  p  I 
indeed  believe  that  it  is  defigned  againft  Bant- 
zick^  but  if  that  affair  fhould  blow  over,  which 
is  pofTible,  before  the  French  fleet  fails,  can  we  then 
be  eafy,  can  we  imagine  ourfelves  in  fecurity,  while 
fo  large  a  fquadron,  with  an  army  ready  to  be 
put  on  board,  lies  v/ithin  a  few  hours  failing  of 
our  coaft  ? 

*  The  honourable  gentleman  by  me  very  well  ob- 
ferVed  what  has  been  done  by  the  Dutch^  they  had 
refolved  to  reduce  10,000  of  their  land-forces,  but 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  they  have  put 
off  that  refolution  :  They  are  our  natural  ally, 
they  have  hitherto  gone  hand  in  hand  with  us, 
but  we  know  in  what  a  weak  and  defencelefs  con- 
"  dition  their  barrier  in  Flanders  is  at  prefent,  and  if 
we  fhould  fit  ftill  and  do  nothing,  is  it  to  be  ex- 
pe6led  that  they  will  go  on  in  the  lame  way  ?  No, 
Sir,  tliey  will  be  obliged  to  throw  themfclves  in- 
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*  tirely  into  the  arms  of  France^  and  mud  depend 
'  upon  the  honour  of  that  crown  for  the  preicrvaticjii 

*  of  their  barrier  in  Flaruhrs. 

'  Gentlemen  may.  Sir,  if  they  pleafe,  call  this  xi 
'  vote  of  credit,  but  as  his  Majefty  has  fo  exprcfly 
'  promifed  an  account,  it  cannot  properly  be  called  a 
'  vote  of  credit.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  only  a  vote 
'  of  confidence  :   It  is  only  coming  to  a  refolution, 

*  which,  by  fliewing  the  intire  confidence  we  have 

*  in  his  Majclty,  will  give  his  inftances  with  foreign 
'  powers  the  greater  weight,  and  confequently  is  ab* 
'  iblutely  neceflary  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance 
'  of  power  in  Europe^  without  which  this  nation  can 

*  never  be  in  any  fafety  or  fecurity. 

Samuel  "TiiffneU  Efq-,  fpoke  next  hkewife  in  flivour 
of  the  motion  ;  after  him  the  Lord  Tyrconnel  fpoke 
againll  it ,  and  then. 

Sir  William  Wynclham  fpoke  to  this  effe6t.    '  As  I  Sir  Will. 

*  find  myfelf  at  prefent  very  much  out  of  order,  I  ^y^/^^^ 

c  r       c^-  cc  •    '  r    •         hiblpecch. 

'  am  very  unht.  Sir,   to  orrer  my  opinion  on  10  im~       ^ 
'  portant  a  queftion  :  However,  I  mull  beg  leave  to 
'  trouble  you  a  little  upon  this  occafion^   becaufe, 
'  if  what  is  now  propofed  (hould  be  agreed  to,  I  do 

*  not  know,  but  it  may  be  the  laft  time  I  ffiail  ever 

*  have  an  opportunity  of  delivering  my  opinion  as  a 

*  member  of  this  houfe. 

'  With  me,  Sir,  it  a  matter  of  no  confequence, 
'  whether  the  propofition  now  made  to  us  be  founded 

*  on    precedents  or  not  *,  for  if  any  thing  like  what 

*  is  propofed  has  been  done,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 

*  as  often  as  it  has  been  done  it  has  been  wrong  done, 

*  and  the  oftner  it  is  done  it  will  dill  be  the  worfe  : 
'  But  to  tell  us,  that  the  only  two  points  now  under 

*  our  confideration  is.  Whether  extraordinary  powers 

*  have.,  upon  any   occafion,     been  granted  to  the 

*  crown  ;   and  in  what  method  thefe  powers  have 

*  been  granted  i  is  very  extraordinary  :  Forfuppofing 
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it  right  to  grant  extraordinary  powers  by  an  extra- 
ordinary method,  upon  fome  occafions,  certainly 
we  are,  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  to  confider  the 
reafons  for  granting  fuch  powers,  and  the  nature 
of  the  powers  to  be  granted  ;  and  if,  upon  the 
prefent  occafion,  the  powers  propofed  to  be 
granted,  are  much  more  extenfive  than  thofe  for- 
merly granted,  and  the  reafons  for  granting  them 
not  near  fo  ftrong  as  upon  former  occafions,  no 
former  precedent  can  give  any  authority  for  doing 
what  is  now  propofed. 

'  We  are  told  of  the  naval  armaments  of  France  ; 
but  I  would  gladly  know  what  we  have  done  to 
deferve  any  infult  from  that  nation.  If  contribut- 
ing to  throw  the  affairs  of  Europe  into  their  prefent 
fituation,  by  which  the  houfe  of  Bourbon  has  been 
again  put  into  a  condition  of  pulling  down  the 
overgrown  power  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria^  which  fo 
greatly  alarmed  us  fome  years  ago  :  if  this,  I  fay, 
deferves  any  infult  from  France^  I  do  not  know 
but  we  may  deferve  it :  But  if  this  were  true,  while 
we  have  an  army  of  18000  men  in  this  kingdom, 
and  12000  in  Ireland  all  ready  at  our  call,  and  a 
more  powerful  fleet  than  any  the  French  can  put 
to  fea,  what  have  we  to  fear  from  five  or  fix  thou- 
fand  French^  if  they  were  adually  landed  in  the 
illand.  Sir,  if  we  had  not  a  regiment  in  the  king- 
dom, we  could  not  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  fo 
inconfiderable  a  number.  And  can  we  fuppofe 
the  French  fuch  fools  as  to  make  fo  ridiculous 
an  attempt,  by  which  they  mufl  expe6l  to  draw 
the  immediate  vengeance  of  this  nation  upon 
them  ? 

*  When  our  armies  or  our  fleets  are  to  be  aug- 
mented, when  we  are  to  enter  into  expenfive  ne- 
gotiations, or  when  we  are  defired  to  put  extraor- 
dinary powers  into  the  hands  of  the  government, 
for  purpofes  not  to  be  told  •,  I  have  often  obferved. 
Sir,  that  fome  gentlemen  are,   upon  fuch  occa- 

^  fions. 
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fions,  mighty  apt  to  raife  phantoms,  and  to  mag- 
nify imaginary  dangers,  from  whence  they  argue 
for  the  necellity  of  providing  againft  tliem  as  if 
they  were  real :  We  are  then  to  be  afraid  of  inva- 
fions  and  infults  from  ahiiofl:  every  power  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  when  upon  other  occafions  they  are  tokl 
what  is  too  true,  that  the  nation  is  in  a  moft  dan- 
gerous and  dillreflcd  condition,  they  then  infill 
upon  it  that  we  are  in  the  mod  happy  fituation, 
that  our  trade  is  in  a  flourifhing  (late,  and  that  we 
are  in  friendfliip  with,  or  at  lead  have  no  diffi- 
dence of  any  foreign  power  whatfoever. 
*  But  now  it  feems,  Sir,  we  mud  grant  more  ex- 
tenfive  powers  to  the  crown  than  were  ever  granted 
by  any  Parliament,  tho'  it  cannot  be  fo  mu:h  as 
pretended,  that  we  are  in  any  immediate  danger  *, 
for  even  thofe  gentlemen  who  talk  of  the  neceffity 
of  granting  fuch  powers,  tell  us,  that  we  are  in 
the  fame  circumftances  we  were  in  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feflion  :  It  is  true,  we  were  not  told  whac 
circumftances  we  were  then  in,  nor  are  we  told 
what  circumftances  we  are  now  in  :  For  this,  we 
muft  depend  upon  the  aflertion  of  an  honourable 
gentleman  ;  and  even  he  has  told  us,  that  he  does 
not  believe  we  are  in  any  danger,  but  does  not 
defire  the  fafety  of  the  nation  to  depend  on  his  be- 
lief. God  forbid.  Sir,  it  (hould  ;  but  if  we  thus, 
upon  his  bare  word,  give  up  all  the  rights  of  Par- 
liament, and  in  fome  meafure  deftroy  the  necefiity 
of  holding  any  Parliament  for  the  future,  I  mull 
fay,  that  we  fhall  from  that  moment  leave  the  fafety 
of  the  nation,  and  the  prefer vation  of  our  con- 
ftitution,  to  depend  very  much  upon  his  manage- 
ment :  This  is  what  I  fhall  never  agree  to  :  It  is 
what  I  hope,  no  Parliament  will  ever  agree  to  ; 
and  therefore  if  we  are  in  any  danger,  or  if  we  arc 
like  to  be  in  any  danger,  let  us  know  our  danger 
from  fomething  elfe  than  his  bare  aflertion,  and 
84  *  then 
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then  I  doubt  not  but  the  wifciom  of  Parliament 
will  provide  cfFe6i;ually  againft  it. 
'  We  are  feldom  indeed  told  much,  we  are  never 
told  things  but  by  halves  *,  but  if  what  we  are  told 
be  true,  if  his  Majefty  has  hitherto  taken  no  fhare 
in  the  war,  we  cannot  be  in  any  immediate  dan- 
ger. However,  though  his  Majeily,  as  King  of 
Great  Britain,  may  not  have  taken  any  lliare  in 
the  war,  yet  he  certainly  has,  as  Eledor  of  Hano- 
ver \  and  as  this  nation  has,  by  fomie  fatality  or 
another,  been  generally  engaged  in  the  fame  quar- 
rel which  our  King,  as  Elector  of  f/<^;z^T'd'r,efpoufed5 
if  the  fame  thing  fhould  again  happen,  this  na- 
tion may  then,  indeed,  come  to  be  threatened 
with  fome  danger  or  infult  \  but,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
it  is  not  neceffary  for  us  to  provide  againft  fuch  a 
diftant  and  fuch  a  conditional  danger,  in  the  ex- 
traordinary method  now  propofed  :  Why  may  we 
not  fit  for  a  few  months  longer,  and  do  in  a  re- 
gular parliamentary  v/ay  whatever  may  feem  ne- 
ceiTary  on  that  occafion  ?  When  we  are  all  together, 
we  make  of  ourfelves  a  pretty  good  battallion  ;  it 
cannot  be  faid  but  that  we  are  well  officered,  and  a 
little  time  might  probably  bring  us  to  turn  to  right 
and  left,  and  to  perform  all  the  other  parts  of  ex- 
ercife  by  beat  of  drum  ;  but  this,  Sir,  is  a  ferious 
fubjefl,  and  therefore  I  ask  pardon. 
'  We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  all  that  is  now 
afked  is  only  to  put  a  confidence  in  his  Majefty, 
No,  Sir,  it  is  to  put  a  confidence  in  his  minifters, 
and  in  them  I  have  none  :  no,  not  even  though 
the  hon.  perfon  on  the  floor  has  affured  us,  that 
no  wanton  or  bad  ufc  fliall  be  made  of  it  -,  for  if 
we  once  grant  the  power,  we  cannot  tell  how  it 
may  be  ufed,  nor  can  we  be  aflbred  that  any  future 
Parliament  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  call  thofe 
to  an  account,  who  may  make  a  wrong  or  a  wick- 
ed ufe  of  it :  We  are  not  to  expe6l  Sylla's  in  every 
age,    abfolute  power  is  a  bewitching  pofTefTion, 

'  and 
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and  fcldom  voluntarily  rcfigned.  The  fame  Hon. 
perfon  aikcd  lis,  if  die  pallcondu(5t  of  the  achni- 
nillration  did  not  promile,  rather  a  backwardneljj 
than  a  forwardnels  in  making  ufe  of  this  power? 
I  muft  confefs.  Sir,  that  a  backwardnefs  has  been 
fliewn  .by  them  in  cafes  where  it  was  very  wrong 
to  fhew  any  fuch  thing:  When  repeated  infiiks 
have  been  offered  to  the  nation  -,  when  our  mer- 
chants have  been  pillaged,  and  our  fiilors  murder- 
ed, and  that  for  years  together,  they  have  fhewed 
a  mean  and  diflionourable  backwardnefs  ;  and 
therefore  I  think  we  have  good  reafon  to  fufpedl, 
that  the  fame  imprudence  may  make  them  unwifcly 
raili,  and  unfeafonably  forward  in  engaging  in 
difputes  where  the  intereft  of  the  nation  may  call 
upon  them  to  be  at  lead  neutral. 
'  As  all  the  principal  powers  of  Europe  are  now- 
engaged  in  a  bloody  war  againft  one  another,  and 
as  we  have  not  yet  taken  any  fliare  in  that  war, 
the  prefent  circumdances  of  Europe  are  to  me  a 
mod  evident  proof,  that  we  neither  are  nor  can  be 
in  any  danger,  as  long  as  we  continue  in  the  fime 
fituation  •,  and  as  we  have  no  contrary  evidence, 
but  what  appears  upon  the  general  minifterial  mef- 
fage,  now  under  our  confideration,  I  do  not  fee 
how  we  can  poflibly  form  a  pretence  for  agreeing 
to  what  is  now  afked  of  us :  We  ought,  and  I 
hope  we  always  will  fhew  as  great  a  deference  to 
the  crown  as  becometh  the  freeborn  fubie6ls  of  Bri- 
tain ;  but  confidering  how  often  the  crown  has,  up- 
on former  occafions,  been  induced  to  afiert  for 
truth,  what  time,  the  difcoverer  of  fecrets,  has  made 
appear  not  to  be  true  :  Confidering  that  we  are  to 
look  upon  this,  as  well  as  all  other  fuch  meflagcs, 
as  proceeding  from  the  advice  and  fuggeflion  of 
minifters  •,  and  when  we  refledl  upon  former  affcr- 
tions  which  came  to  Parliament,  by  the  advice  and 
upon  the  fuggeflion  of  the  very  fame  perfons,  we 
cannot  be  juftified  in  delegating  fo  great  a  power 

'  upon 
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upon  fo  flight  an  ev^idence :  an  evidence  which 
time  may  hereafter,  as  it  has  before  done,  fhew 
to  be  intirely  falfe. 

'  I  could  have  added  a  great  deal  more  upon  this 
fubjed,  but  1  find  myfelf  fo  bad,  Sir,  I  can  pro- 
ceed no  farther  ;  only  fhall  take  this  opportunity, 
this  laft  opportunity,  I  am  afraid,  of  declaring  my 
attachment  to  the  liberties  and  the  conflitution  of 
my  country,  by  declaring  my  averfion  to  the  pro- 
pofition  now  before  us.' 

Sir  William  Tonge,  *  As  all  the  objedtions  made 
to  what  is  now  propofed,  have  been  already  fully 
anfwered  by  other  gentlemen,  I  fliall  not  pretend. 
Sir,  to  enter  much  into  the  merits  of  the  queftion  ; 
neither  did  I  intend  to  have  given  you  any  trouble 
in  this  debate  *,  but  fuch  expreflions  have  dropped 
from  the  honourable  gentleman  who  fpoke  lad, 
that  it  is  impoflible  they  ihould  be  pafTed  over 
without  fome  notice.  He  told  us,  that  the  crown 
had  often  afferted  for  truth  what  afterwards  appeared 
to  be  falfe.  This,  Sir,  I  take  to  be  an  accufa- 
tion,  which  is  very  inconfiflent  with  that  duty  and 
refpedl,  which  every  member  of  this  houfe  ought 
to  (hew  to  the  crown  -,  and  I  was  the  more  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  that  gentleman  accufe  the  crown  of 
impofing  falfities  upon  the  Parliament,  becaufe  he 
always  ufes  a  great  deal  of  caution  in  what  he  fays 
in  this  houfe :  I  was  forry  the  hon.  gentleman  was 
prevented  from  proceeding  in  this  difcourfe,  be- 
caufe I  believe  he  would  have  explained  what  he 
had  faid  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  imply  fo 
much  difrefped  to  the  crown :  I  dare  fay  he 
would  ;  but  as  his  words  now  Hand,  I  cannot  think 
it  pofTible  they  fliould  efcape  the  notice  of  this 
houfe. 

*  I  promlfed  not  to  enter  much  into  the  merits  of 
the  queftion,  however  1  will  beg  leave  to  explain, 
a  little,  what  paiTed  in  this  houfe  the  firft  day  of 

*the 
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*  the  fcfTion,  upon  the  morion  for  an  addrefs  to  his 
'  Majefty  *,  I  remember  fome  gentlemen  took  ex- 
'  ceptions  to  an  exprefllon,  propofcd  to  be  put  into 

*  that  addrefs,  as  if  a  promife  of  a  vote  of  credit  had 

*  been  intended  to  be  couched  under  it  -,  and  upon 

*  that  occafion  the  hon.  gentleman  by  me  fa  id,  he 

*  believed  no  perfon  fo  much  as  dreamed  that  fuch 
'  an  ufe  was  intended  to  be  made  of  that  exprefllon ; 

*  becaufe,  if  any  fuch  thing  as  a  vote  of  credit  (hould 

*  be  deemed  neceflfary,  the  demand  for  it  would  come 
'  in  the  ufual  way,  by  a  meflage  ;  and  if  any  fuch 

*  meflage  fliould  come,    he  believed,    no  argument 

*  in  favour  of  it  either  could  or  would  be  drawn  from 

*  the  words   then   propofed   to  be  put  into  your 

*  addrefs. 

*  Gentlemen,  I  perceive,  pretend,  that  they  can- 

*  not  find  out  the  difi'erence  between  what  is  now 

*  propofed  and  a  vote  of  credit-,  yet,  in  my  opinion, 

*  if  they  will  be  at  the  pains  to  compare  the  two 

*  together,  they  may  very  eaflly  difcover  the  dif- 

*  ference  ;    for,  a  vote  of  credit  is,  where  a  fum  is 

*  given  for  .certain  fervices,  not  to  be  accounted  for 

*  to  Parliament  -,  whereas  the  prefent  mefliage  bears 
'  this  exprefs  promife  in  it,  that  a  full  and  particular 
'  account  fliall  be  laid  before  next  Parliament,  of 

*  all  the  expences  which  may  be  incurred  in  confer 

*  quence  of  the  powers  now  to  be  granted  ;  and  as 
'  no  power  is  defired,   but  what  appears  to  me  ne- 

*  ceflTary  for  the  fecurity  and  quiet  of  the  nation,  I 

*  neither  can  fee  nor  have  heard  any  fufficient  reafon 
'  for  not  granting  them.* 

Sir  Johit  Barnard.      *  The  hon.  gentleman  who  sir  John 
'  fpoke  laft:,  found  fault.  Sir,  with  my  worthy  friend  BarnarJ'% 
^  below  me,  for  fpeaking  difrefpedlfully,  as  he  cal-  Speech. 
'  led  it,  of  the  crown  •,  upon  which  I  mufl:  obferve, 
'  that  the  hon.  gentleman  is  very  apt,    I  will  not  fay 
'  willingly,  to  mifl:ake  what  other  gentlemen  fay, 
'  and  then  to  find  fault  with  what  he  fuppofes  they 

'did 
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did  fay.     My  worthy  friend  faid,  that  the  crown 
has  often  been  induced  to  aflert  for  truth,  what 
time  has  afterwards  difcovered  not  to  be  true.     Sir, 
the  crown  is  never  fuppofed  to  know  any  thing 
but  by  information  •,  and  if  thofe  who  inform  the 
crown,  have  been  themfelves  mifmformed,  or  fhould 
for  any  private  and  wicked  purpofe,  give  the  crown 
a  falfe  information,  the  crown  may,  by  fuch  in- 
formation, be  induced  to  aflert  for  truth,  what  time 
may  very  probably  fliew  not  to  have  been  true ; 
fo  that,  without  any  explanation,  there  is  no  foun- 
dation for  finding  fauk  with  what  my  worthy  friend 
faid^:  Nay,  it  is  what  happens  but  too  often  -,  were 
not  we  told  but  a  few  years  ago,  of  fome  fecret 
articles  in  an  alliance  entered  into  between  two  of 
our  neighbours,  by  which  Gibraltar  was  to  have 
been  taken  from  us,  and  the  Pretender  was  to  have 
been  placed,  by  force,  upon  the  throne  of  thefe 
realms :  This  was  afterwards  difcovered  not  to  be 
true  ;  and  indeed,  to  confider  the  fituation  and 
circumftances  of  the  two  powers,  who  were  faid  to 
have  entered  into  thefe  articles,  it  is  hardly  poflible 
to  believe  that  any  fuch  projects  fhould  have  en- 
tered into  either   of  their  heads  :    Yet  this  was 
confidendy'aflerted  j  and  to  have  pretended  at  that 
time  to  have  doubted  of  it,  it  would,  I  believe, 
have  been  reckoned  highly  difrefpe6i:ful   to  the 
crown,  if  not  downright  difafFedlion.     So  far  are 
we.  Sir,  from  being  obliged  to  believe  every  thing 
aflerted   by   the  crown,  that  we  are,    in   many 
cafes,    bound  to  inquire   into   the  truth  of  fuch 
aflertions-,  and  if  they  fhould,  upon  fuch  inquiry, 
appear  to  be  falfe,  we  ought  to  punifh  thofe,  who 
have  either  fooliflily  or  knavifhly  impofed  upon 
the  crown. 

'  Upon  the  prefent  occafion.  Sir,  the  crown  is  ab- 
folutely  fafe  from  any  accufation  or  fufpicion  of 

this  kind  •,  for  we  have  not,  as  yet,  had  the  leaft 
'  information  from  the  crown  3  even  by  the  prefent 

<  nielTage 
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mefiTage,  notwithftanding  the  great  powers  thereby 
demanded,  it  is  not  fo  much  as  infinuated,  that 
the  nation  is  in  any  danger,  nor  are  we  informed 
of  any  fad  from  which  it  may  conjedured,  that 
the  nation  may  foon  be  in  danger  t  It  has  indeed 
been  infinuated,  by  an  hon.  gentleman  in  this 
houfe,  by  way  of  fupplement  to  the  meflage,  that 
we  are  in  danger  of  an  invafion  from  France  *,  but 
even  that  gentleman  himfelf  fays,  he  does  not  be- 
lieve we  are  in  any  danger,  which  is  fomething 
very  fingular  -,  he  does  not,  he  fays,  believe  it, 
but  yet  he  would  have  every  other  gentleman  in 
this  houfe  believe  it ;  for  it  is  certain,  there  is  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  from  any  other  foreign 
power  -,  therefore  it  is  impofTible  for  any  gentle- 
man, who  is  of  his  opinion,  with  refpedt  to  our 
danger  from  France^  to  agree  to  his  refolution.  J 
fay,  it  is  impofTible  that  any  gentleman,  who  does 
not  think  the  nation  in  any  danger,  fliould  agree 
to  the  granting  to  the  crown  an  unlimited  power, 
of  raifing  forces  by  fea  and  land,  of  entering  into 
expenfive  alliances,  and  putting  the  nation  to  an 
infinite  expence. 

*  But  perhaps,  Sir,  the  danger  we  are  now 
threatened  with,  is  of  a  domefbic  nature:  If  fo,  I 
wifli  fome  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  know  it,  would 
rife  up  and  give  us  fome  account  of  it ;  for  really 
my  imagination  is  fo  barren,  that  I  cannot  form  to 
myfelf,  an  idea  of  any  fuch  danger,  unlefs  it  be 
the  danger  of  having  the  majority  of  next  Parlia- 
ment confift  of  fuch  perfons,  as  may  not  be  agree- 
able to  fome  gentlemen  ;  and  if  the  vote  of  credit 
we  are  now  to  give,  fhould  be  applied  towards  pre- 
venting that  danger,  if  any  part  of  the  money  fliould 
be  made  ufe  of  for  that  purpofe,  it  is  certain  that 
no  gentleman  needs  be  under  any  apprehenfions  or 
any  uneafinefs  from  the  promifc  now  made,  of  ac- 
counting to  next  Parliament.  But  1  beg  pardon. 
Sir,  I  believe  I  (hould  not  have  called  the  refolution 

'  propofcd 
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propofed  to  us  a  vote  of  credit ;  for  I  find  gentle- 
men are  greatly  divided,  whether  it  ought  to  be 
called  a  vote  of  credit,  or  a  vote  of  confidence. 
However,  I  think  that  difpute  may  be  eafily  ac- 
comodated, by  calling  it  a  vote  of  confidence  and 
credit. 

'  It  may  be  thought.  Sir,  that  I  do  not  treat  this 
fubjed:  ferioufly  enough  :  I  will  allow,  that  if  the 
nation  were  really  in  any  danger,  it  would  be  an 
affair  of  very  great  confequence.  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
it  would  be  a  very  ferious  queftion  to  determine. 
Whether  we  fliould  devolve  the  power  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  crown  for  a  fhort  time  :  But  when 
gentlemen  come  upon  fuch  a  demand,  without  any 
foundation  *,  when  even  they  themfelves  tell  us 
they  believe  we  are  in  no  danger,  but  tell  us 
of  a  French  fquadron  with  four  or  five  thoufand 
forces  ready  to  be  put  on  board ;  and,  becaufe 
we  are  now  jull  at  the  end  of  a  Parliament,  make 
ufe  of  that  ftory,  as  a  fufiicient  argument  for  us  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  a  minifterj  never  to  call  an- 
other 'j  I  fay.  Sir,  fuch  a  demand,  founded  upon 
fuch  an  argument,  muft  be  looked  on  as  a  mini- 
(lerial  demand  only  •,  and  therefore  ought  either  to 
be  treated  with  ridicule,  or  rejected  with  indignation. 
It  is  a  demand  of  fuch  a  nature.  Sir,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  no  gendeman,  who  has  the  leaft  regard 
for  Parliaments,  or  who  expedls  ever  to  fie  in 
another  free  Parliament,  can  agree  to  it.* 


s   « 


Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  *  Sir,  in  the 
flation  in  which  I  have  the  honour  to  ferve  the 
King,  I  cannot  fit  itill  when  I  hear  the  crown  re- 
fieded  on  in  the  manner  it  has  been.  I  am,  in 
juftice  to  the  memory  of  the  late  King,  and  in 
duty  to  the  prefent,  obliged  to  take  notice  of  what 
happened  to  fill  from  the  honourable  gentleman 
under  the  gallery.  His  late  Majefty's  aflTertion, 
relating  to  the  two  fecret  articles  agreed  on  between 

*  two 
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*  two  foreign  powers,  which  that  gentleman  took 

*  notice  of,  and   which  he  was  pleafed  to  fay  ap- 

*  peared  afterwards  not  to  be  true, was  as  well  founded, 

*  and  as  true  an  alTertion  as  ever  came  from  the 
'  crown.     It  is  true  indeed,  Monf.  P^/;;;,    the  Im- 

*  perial  miniftcr  then  at  this  court,  denied  that  there 

*  were  any  fuch  fecret  articles  in  the  treaty  ;  but 

*  Sir,  when  we  have  the  word  of  the  late  King  from 

*  the  throne  on  one  fide,  and  the  denial  of  a  foreign 

*  minifter,  a  minifter  of  inferior  rank  to,  upon  the 

*  other,  I  muft  fay  that  in  fuch  a  cafe,  to  pretend  to 

*  be  at  a  lofs  which  to  give  moft  credit  to,  is  treating 

*  the  memory  of  our  late  Sovereign  with  very  great 

*  indignity  ;  and  I  am  fure,  if  time  has  difcovered 

*  any  thing,  it  has  difcovered  the  contrary  of  what 

*  the  honourable  gentleman  pretends.     Do  not  we 

*  all  know  that  Gibraltar  was  foon  after  a<flually  be- 

*  fieged,  and  if  proper  care  had  not  been  taken  to 

*  prevent  it,  every  thing  elfe  that  was  ftipulated  by 

*  thefe  fecret  articles,  would  as  certainly  have  been 

*  undertaken.     The  other  proje6b,    if  it  had  been 

*  undertaken,  would,  I  believe,  have  met  with  the 
'  fame  fuccefs  •,  but  I  am  perfuaded,  there  are  fome 

*  who  are  forry  it  was  not  accomplifhed. 

*  Gendemen  talk.  Sir,  of  mifinforming,  and  im- 

*  pofing  upon  the  crown  ;  but  in  that  cafe,  it  was 

*  not  his  late  Majefty's  minifters  here  who  informed 

*  him,  it  was  he  that  informed  them  of  that  tranf- 

*  adtion  :    He  had  his  information  at  Hanover^  and 

*  his  information  was  fo  good,  that  he  could  not  be 

*  deceived  :  I  know  as  well,  and  am  as  certain,  that 

*  there  were  fuch  articles,  as  thofe  very  perfons  who 

*  drew  up  the  articles.     I  am  forry,    Sir,   I   have 

*  been  provoked  to  fay  fo  much.     To  talk  of  thefe 

*  things  may  now  be  improper,  and  perhaps  I  can- 

*  not  juftify  myfelf  in  having  fild  fo  much,  yet  in 

*  juftice  to  the  late  King,  1  think  I  could  fiy  no 

*  lefs. 

*  As 
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'  As  to  the  queftlon  itfelf,  I  have  heard  no  ob- 
jecliotls  made,  but  what  have  been  fully  anfwered 
by  other  gentlemen,  therefore  fhall  not  trouble  you 
farther  upon  it,  but  only  to  declare,  that  as  this  na- 
tion may  be  expofed  to  great  dangers  during  the 
interval  of  Parliament,  I  think  it  abfolutely  ne- 
cefliU-y  to  comply  with  his  Majefty*s  meffage  ;  and 
as  an  account  is  to  be  rendered  to  next  Parliament, 
and  that  Parliament  mufl  meet  fome  time  next 
winter,  if  not  fooner,  the  powers  now  to  be  granted 
cannot,  in  that  time,  produce  any  bad  confequences ; 
but  may  produce  very  good  effedls,  by  giving  a 
due  weight  to  any  propofals  his  Majefty,  in  con- 
jun6i;ion  with  his  allies,  may  think  proper  to  make 
to  the  powers  now  engaged  in  war.' 

William  Ptilteney^  Efq;  '  As  it  is  now  fo  late.  Sir, 
and  as  fo  many  unanfwerable  objedlions  have  been 
already  made  to  the  proportion  now  before  us,  I 
fhould  not  have  flood  up  to  give  you  any  trouble, 
but  that  I  think  the  queftion  of  fo  great  moment, 
that  I  ought  to  teflify  nly  averfion  to  it  by  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  bare  negative.     As  to  the  dan- 
ger from  the  French  fleet.  Sir,  it  is  either  too  near 
to  be  provided  againft  by  any  thing  that  can  be 
done  in  confequence  of  this  mefiage ;  or  it  is  fo  re- 
mote, that  it  may  provided  againfc  in  a  regular 
manner :  This  has  already  been  taken  notice  of, 
and  has  not  as  yet  received  any  anfwer.     But  I 
mud  farther  obferve,  that  if  there  had  ever  been 
■  any  ground  to  fjfpe6t,  that  the  French  fleet  was  de- 
•  Ggned  againfl:  this  ^ifland,    their  not  coming  hither 
'  before  now,  is  fufHcient  to  remove  any  jealoufy 
'  that  might  have  been  entertained  that  way.     They 
'  might  have  had  fliips  fufficient  to  have  tranfported 
^  5  or  6000   men  to  this  ifland,  and  thofe  troops 
'  might  have  been  embarked,  nay,  and  even  landed 
^  in  this  ifland,  long  before  this  time  ;  and  therefore 
'  their  fleet's  waiting  fo  long  in  their  harbour,  is  a 

plain. 
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*  plain  demonftration,   that  they  are  not  dcfio-ncd 

*  againft  this  ifland,  but  againfl:  a  place,  which  they 

*  cannot  approach  fo  early  in  the  fpring. 

*  It  is  fomething  very  furprifing  to  me.  Sir,  tliat 

*  upon  the  prelent  occafion,  we  fhould  be  told  what 

*  the  Dutch  have  done,  or  rather,  indeed,  what  they 
'  have  not  done.     When  they  make  any  redudion 

*  of  their  forces,  in  order  to  fave  public  expence, 

*  and  to  fpare  their  people,  VvX  are  then  told,  that 
'  their  example  can  be  no  rule  for  us :  But  if  they 

*  make  any  neceflliry  addition  to  their  land  forces, 
'  in  order  to  put  themfelves  in  a  poflure  of  defence 

*  againft  dangers,  which  we,  from  the  difference  of 
'  our  fituation,  have  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  appre- 
^  hend,  then  we  are  tok1,  we  ought  to  follow  their 
'  example  :  But  in  the  prefent  cafe,  even  the  example 
'  of  the  Dutch  can  be  no  argument :  We  have  al- 
'  ready  done  more  than  they  have  done,  we  have  not 
^  only  refolved  to  keep  up  the  fame  number  of  land 

^  forces,  which  certainly  would  not  have  been  done, 
'  if  the  tranquility  of  Europe  had  remained  un- 
'  difturbed  •,  but  we  have  already  made  a  very  large 
'  addinon  to  the  number  of  our  feamen  ;  an  addition, 

*  which  amounts  to  a  greater  number  of  men, 
than  that  number  of  land  forces,  which  the  Dutch 
have  only  refolved  not  to  reduce  ;  fo  that  tho'  we 
be  not  near  fo  much  expofed  to  the  danger  as  the 
Dutch^  yet  we  have  already  very  far  exceeded  them, 
in  the  expence  we  have  put  ourfelves  to,  on  account 
of  the  war. 

*  We  are  next  told,  that  the  towns  in  Flanders  are 
in  a  very  bad  fituation,  and  no  way  provided  for 
defence.  For  God's  fike.  Sir,  are  wc  thus  to  be 
eternally  the  dupes  of  Europe  ?  If  the  Emperor, 
or  any  other  power,  negledls  to  keep  their  fortified 
places  in  a  proper  pofture  of  defence,  muft  we  an* 
fwer  for  that  neglect  ?  Are  we,  for  the  fake  of  pre- 
ferving  the  baLnce  of  power  in  Europe^  to  under- 
take at  our  own  charges,  to  defend  every  power 

Vol.  XII.  T  *  in 
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*  in  Europey  and  to  prevent  their  being  invaded  or 

*  conquered  by  any  of  their  neighbouring  powers  ? 
'  Such  arguments,  Sir,  I  fhould  think  ridiculous,  if 

*  made  ufe  of  for  perfuading  us  to  put  ourfelves  to 

*  the  lead  additional  expence  ;  but  they  are  much 

*  more  fo,   when  they  are  the  only  arguments  made 

*  ufe  of,  for  prevailing  with  us  to  make  a  total  fur- 

*  render  of  our  liberties.     Surely  gentlemen   muft 

*  think  this  houfe  mighty  ready  to  refign  the  liberties 

*  of  their  country,  when  they  make  fuch  propofiiions, 

*  and  fapport  them  by  fuch  arguments. 

*  To  me.  Sir,  it  really  appears,  as  if  this  propo- 

*  fition  had  been  made  by  way  of  experiment,  to  fee 

*  what  lengths  we  might  be  prevailed  on  to  go  •,  and 

*  if  we  agree  to  it,  I  am  fure  it  is  what  we  can  never 

*  anfwer  for  to  ourfelves,   our  conftituents,   or  our 

*  pbfterity  :  Nay,  we  cannot  anfwer  for  it  even  to 

*  his  Majefty  himfelf ;  for  it  is  a  deftroying  of  the 

*  rights  of  Parliament  \  and  as  his  Majefly^s  right  to 

*  the  crown,  is  founded  on  the  rights  of  Parliament, 
"^  whatever  tends  to  the  de(l'ru6lion  of  the  one,   mufl 

*  tend  to  the  deftrudion  of  the  other.     The  Parlia- 

*  ment.  Sir,  is  the  guardian  of  the  crown  as  well  as 

*  of  the  people.     We  are  to  prote6l  the  people  in 

*  the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  privileges,  we  are 

*  likewife  to  protedl  the  crown  againft  wicked  and 
^  evil  counfellors  •,  and,  in  my  opinion,  the  meflage 
"  now  before  us,  and  the  proposition  now  made  to 

*  us,  are  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  nature,  that  if  the 

*  fpirit  of  liberty,  that  fpirit,  which  brought  about 

*  the  revolution,  and  eftablifhed  the  prefent  family 

*  upon  the  throne,  is  not  already  quite  extinguifhed 

*  in  this  nation,  we  may  foon  expect  to  fee  a  Parlia- 

*  ment,  that  will  not  only  cenfure,  but  condemn  and 

*  punifh  thofe,  who  have  been  the  chief  advifers  of 

*  iuch  a  meafure,' 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  fpoke  next  for  the  queflion  5 
after  him  Sir  John  Hynd  Cotton  fpoke  againft  it  3  and 

then 
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then  the  queflion  was  put,  which  upon  a  divifion,  QiiC'Uon 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  248  to  147.  1  '•*^- 

The  addrcfs  was  accordingly  drawn  up,  anri  prc- 
icnted  to  his  M.ijcfly  by  the  whole  houfe,  on  Aionclay 
the  firfl  day  o^  April :  To  which  his  M.iJLfly  returnecl 
a  nioft  gracious  anfwer. 

ON  the  3d  ofy^^/-f/,  the  order  of  the  clay,  for  Approprl- 
the  houfe  of  Commons  to  refolve  itfcif  into  a  ^^-'-S  ^""^ 
Committee  of  the  whole  houfj,  on  the  bill  for  en-  ^".^Kp^|^^' 
abling  his  Majefty  to  iffue  and  apply  a  certain  fum  J^^ufe,^ 
(1,200,000/.)  therein  to  be  mentioned,  out  of  the 
finking  fund,  being  read,  a  motion  was  made,  that 
the  faid  Committee  might  have  power  to  receive  a 
claufe  of  appropriation,  with  a  power  to  his  Mnjen:y 
to  apply  fuch  funis  of  money,  as  fliould  be  necelTliry 
for,  or  towar.ls  the  increafe  of  the   expehces,   that 
fhould   arife   by  the   augmentation  of  his  Majefly's 
forces   by  fea  or  land,  as  his  Mr.j.'dy   in  his  great 
wifdom  fhould  judge  neccffary  ro  make,  and  for  con- 
certing fuch  meafurcs  as  the  exigency  of  his  afilurs 
might  require. 

This  appropriating  and  unappropriating  claufe 
(as  it  was  called  by  fome  gentlemen)  ilood  great  de- 
bates, and  was  ftrcnuoufly  oppofed  in  both  lioufcs  % 
and  in  the  houfe  of  Lords  it  occafioncd  the  following 
proteft. 

Die  JoviSy  1  imo  Apnlis^   1 734' 

Hodie  ida  "j'lce  kaa  cjl  hi/la,  intitled.  An  a(5l  for  Pmr^it  2- 
enabling  his  Majefty  to  apply  the  fum  of  one  million  S'^''^;*  f^^^' 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  out  of  tl:e  finking  ^^^^''j-^Vl' 
fund,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1734,  and  for  ap- .1^).-;,-,^" 
propriating  the  fupplies  granted  in  this  fefTion  of  Par*  iuwd.^ 
liamenr. 

ProQofed  to  commit  the  bill  :  Wf.ich  beinj^  ob- 
jeCted  to,  and  long  debate  thereupon, 

T   2  I'hc 
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The  queftion  was  put,    Whether  this  bill  fhall  be 
committed  ? 
Jt  was  refolded  in  the  affirmative. 

Dijfentlent, 
i .  "O  Kcaufe  the  taking  away,  in  this  manner,  the 
J3  whole  produce  of  the  finking  fund,  has  a  ten- 
dency, as  we  apprehend,  to  the  deftrudtion  of  par- 
liamentary credit  and  national  faith  ^  and  is  more 
dangerous  in  its  confequences,  as  it  is  founded  upon  a 
doftrine  newly  laid  down.  That  the  proprietors  of 
all  the  debts  fubfcribed  to  the  Sonth-fea  company, 
have  no  right  to  their  principal  money,  but  only  to 
an  annuity  of  4  f^er  Cent,  and  if  this  opinion  lliould 
be  thought  to  be  countenanced  by  Parliament  in  paf- 
fing  this  bill,  we  are  apprehenfive,  that  the  effedls  of 
it  may  be  too  foon  and  feverely  felt,  efpecially  fince 
the  faid  proprietors  have  found  by  experience,  that 
they  have  been  paid  off,  when  their  annuities,  or 
flocks,  were  above  par  ;  and  the  finking  fund  is  now 
diverted,  when,  as  we  apprehend,  the  faid  (locks 
and  annuities  are  likely  to  fall  confiderably  under 
pap. 

1.  Becaufe  we  look  upon  this  proceeding  to  be 
contrary  to  the  contradl,  underflood  to  have  been 
made,  between  the  public  and  thofe  creditors,  who 
conftnted  to  the  redu6lion  of  their  intereft,  in  confi- 
dence, that  their  principal  and  remaining  intereft, 
would  thereby  be  better  fecured  -,  in  purfuance  of 
which,  an  avfl  was  made,  in  the  third  year  of  his  late 
Majefty's  reigrr,  whereby  it  was  enaded.  That  the 
monies  to  arife  from  time  to  time,  by  certain  fur- 
plu^Tes,  ejccefics,  and  overplus  monies  therein  fpecified 
(which  are  commonly  called  the  finking  fund)  Ihall 
be  appropriated  for  difcharging  the  principal  and  in- 
tepcft  of  fuch  national  debts  and  incumbrances,  as 
were  incurred  before  the  25th  day  0^1  December^  1 7 1 6» 
and  were  declared  to  be  national  debts,  and  were 
I  provided 
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provided  for  by  act  'of  Parluiment,  in  fuch  manner 
and  form,  as  (hould  be  directed  or  appointed  in  any 
future  ad  or  adts  of  Parliament ;  and  the  fiid  a^t 
of  Parliament  is  confirmed  by  another  aft,  made  ia 
the  6th  year  of  his  late  Majefty,  which  (after  recit- 
ing, that  the  faid  overplus  money  will   be  greatly 
increafed,  as  it  was  from  the  24th  of  June^   ^7^7) 
applies  the  Hiid  overplus  monies,  as  they  ftood  ap- 
propriated by  the  former  a6l,  and  likewife  eftablifhes 
a  contract  between  the  public,  and  every  individual 
creditor  of  the  public,  that  fubfcribed  to  the  Soutk- 
fea  company,  that  the  faid  fubfcribing  creditors  fhall 
have  a  perpetual  annuity  of  4/)^r  Cent,  from  the  year 
1727,  until  they  fhould  be  paid  off*,  and  then  ap- 
plies the  finking  fund  fo  increafed,  to  pay  off  fuch 
debts,  as  were  contraifled  before  the  25th  o^  Decern" 
her^  17 16,  and  declared  to  be  national  debts,  and 
provided  for  by  aft  of  Parliament ;    which,    if  it  is 
purfued,  will  be  the  mod  effedlual  means:  (as  it  is  the 
ftrongeft  flipulation  that  can  be  made)  for  paying 
off  the  national  debt.     And  thefe  appropriations  in 
the   faid  afls,    were  manifeflly  made,    to  prevent 
the  application  of  the  finking  fund  to  the  curren    fer- 
vice  of  the  year,  or  to  the  payment  of  any  debts  in-^ 
curred  fince  the  year  1716,  which,  like  the  prefent 
navy  debt,  may  have  lain  dormant  as  long  as  they 
could  pofTibly  be  concealed,  and  been  occ.ifioned  by 
minifters,  who  have  run  che  nation  into  larger  ex- 
pences  every  year,  than  they  thought  for  their  intercit 
ro  demand  from  Parliament.     We  apprehend  the 
greater  danger  from  this  proceeding,  by  confidering 
the  fleps  which  have  been  taken,  before  it  came  to 
this  point.   At  firfl:,  fome  furplufles  were  diftinguifhed 
out  of  the  finking  fund,  and  fupplies  for  the  cur- 
rent fervice  of  the  year  raifed  upon  them.     Tht-n  a 
fum  of  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  being  furpluf* 
fes  of  the  faid  fund,  over  the  million  which  had  been 
annually  paid  off,  was  applied  laft  year  in  the  fime 
manner.     Now  the  whole  is  taken  at  once  ;  and  we 

T  3  **  may 
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may  judly  fiifpcdl,  that  the  next  attempt  will  be  to 
mortgage  the  linking  fund  ;  the  confequence  of  which 
will  inevitably  be  (as  v/e  conceive)  a  total  deftrudion 
of  parliamentary  credit,  and  introduce  a  neceflity  of 
taxing  the  funds.  The  next  ftep  is  more  eafy  to  be 
fcrefeen,  than  proper  to  be  exprelled. 

3.  Bt^caufe  the  appropriating  claufe  in  this  a6l  is, 
in  effccb,  an  unappropriation  of  all  the  money  that 
has  been  raifed  this  year,  and  puts  it  in  the  power  of 
a  minifter,  to  divert  any  of  the  fupplies,  to  whatever 
purpofes  he  fliall  think  fit ;  and  this,  in  confequence 
only  of  an  unprecedented  meiiage  from  the  crown, 
Jpecifying  neither  the  dangers  apprehended,  nor  the 
ferviccs  propofed  -,  whereas  appropriating  claufes, 
v/ere  introduced  to  prevent  the  fecret  ill  ufe  of  pub- 
lic money,  and  every  tendency  to  break  through 
them,  is  a  juit  foundation  for  parliamentary  jealoufy 
and  inquiry  •,  and  therefore  we  apprehend,  that  v;e 
cannot  anfwer  it  to  the  nation,  if  we  fnould  acquiefce, 
when  fuch  innovations  are  attempted. 

4.  Becaufe  this  new  method  of  unappropriating 
money,  railed  for  particular  iifes,  fruftrates  and  eludes 
the  wifdom  and  caucion  of  Parliaments  in  the  original, 
grant  of  thcfe  monies,  Vv'hich  is  always  in  con* 
iequence  of  efti mates  laid  before  the  other  houfe,  and. 
for  fervices  fpecified  •,  and  this  too,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  feffion  in  a  full  houfe  :  Whereas,  this  unappro- 
priating claufe  comes  in,  not  only  at  the  end  of  the 
feiTion,  but  at  tlie  end  of  the  Parliament,  in  a  thin 
houfe,  after  many  gentlemen  were  obliged  to  go  to 
their  refpedlive  countries,  and  the  houfe  may  be  ap- 
prehended to  have  conniled  chiefly  of  fuch,  v/ho  had 
either  no  bufinefs  in  the  country,  or  had  particular 
reafons  for  not  going  there,  till  this  claufe  fhoukl  be 
iiril  paffed,  and  cake  cffccl, 

5.  Becauft 
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5.  Becaufe  this  claufe  gives  minifters  fuch  a  lati- 
tude to  embezzle  or  milapply   the  puhhc   money, 
that  we  apprehend  it  to  be  of  the   moll  dan<^cr6us 
confequence  :  For  the  accounts  (if  any)  given  after- 
wards of  the  difpofal   of  fuch  fums,   tho*   impofilble 
to  bd  credited,   may  be  impotTible  to  be  difproved. 
Domeftic  fortunes  may  be  raifed  out  of  foreign  fub- 
fidies,  and  the   money   aflced  for  our  defence,  and 
granted  for  our  fafety,  may  be  employed  for  our  de- 
ltru6lion.     The  vote  of  credit  in  the  year  1726,  and 
what  was  built  upon  it,  coft  the  nation  one  million, 
feven  hundred,  ninety-feven  thoufand,  (even  hundred 
and  thirty  pounds,  exclufive  of  the  great  increafe  of 
forces  by  lea  and  land,  that  were  granted  by  Par- 
liament ',    four   hundred    and    thirty-five  thoufand 
pounds  were  never  accounted  for  to  Parliament ;  and 
the   reft  were  accounted   for  under  the   articles   of 
money  paid  to  the  Landgrave  of  HeJJ},    amounting 
to  one  million,  feventy-nine  thoufand,  feven  hundred 
poands  ;   to  the  crown  of  Sweden^  one  hundred  and 
fif:y  tnoufmd  pounds  •,  to  the  Duke  o^  IFolfenhuttley 
one  hundred  thoufmd  pounds  j  to  exchange  to  the 
HeJJians^    ten  thoufmd,    three    hundred   thirty- five 
pounds ;  to  exchange  to  Demiark^  twenty-two  thou^ 
ilind,  fix  hundred  ninety-four  poands  :  And  all  this 
expence    was   incurred,    to    guard  againft  dangers 
which  the  adminiftration  then  gave  out,   they  appre* 
hended  from  the  exorbitant  power  of  the  houlc  of 

6.  Becaufe  the  money  raifed  this  year  amounts 
to  three  millions,  nine  hundred  and  eighty  thouiand 
pounds.  One  million  is  raifed  by  that  expenfive  way 
of  mortgaging  the  filt  tor  eight  years  •,  the  finking 
fund  amounting  to  twelve  hundred  thoufand  pountis 
is  taken,  and  every  thing  done  that  can  carry  an  ap- 
pearance of  eafing  the  land  this  eledion  year :  But 
this  bill  not  only  gives  the  miniftcrs  a  power  over 
the  whole  fupply  raifed   this  year,  but,  by  this  un- 

T  4  precedented 
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precedented  device,  lays  a  certain  fonndation  of  a 
greater  load  upon  the  land,  which  the  nation  may  be 
reduced  to  pay  off,  with  intereft,  next  year :  And 
we  cannot  omit  this  circumftance,  That  the  money 
voted  this  year,  exceeds  the  fupply,  to  the  amount 
of  above  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds. 

7.  Becaufe  we  conceive  this  precedent  to  be  the 
more  dangerous,  at  the  end  of  a  Parliament,  and 
may  be  followed,  fatally  for  our  liberties,  at  the  con- 
clufion  of  future  Parliaments:  For  we  have  little 
reafon  to  be  fure,  and  as  little  to  hope,  that  future 
Parliaments  will  be,  like  this,  unbyalTed,  uncorrupt, 
uninfluenced,  by  the  great  number  of  employments 
they  enjoy  ;  zealous  aflerters  of  the  laws,  liberties, 
and  conftitution  of  their  country.  And  fhould  there 
ever  hereafter  unfortunately  be  chofen  a  houfe  of 
Commons,  confiding  of  a  kt  of  men,  corrupted  by 
a  minifter,  bartering  the  liberties  of  their  country 
for  places  and  penfions,  in  the  mofb  flagitious  man* 
ner ;  deteflied  and  defpifed  by  thofe  they  reprefent, 
they  would  probably,  towards  the  end  of  their  term, 
complete  the  meafiire  of  iniquity,  by  lodging  fuch  a 
power  in  the  hands  of  their  correfponding  minifl:er, 
as  would  enable  him  to  choofe  them  again  in  the  fuc- 
ceeding  Parliament,  contrary  to  the  intentions,  as 
well  43  interefts,  of  their  true  ele^lors,  by  which 
means,  corruption  and  tyranny  would  be  entailed 
upon  this  nation,  in  the  mod  dangerous  manner,  by 
the  fandlion  of  Parliament. 

8.  Becaufe  blending  inconfiftent  matters  of  this 
nature,  as  we  conceive,  in  a  money-bill,  lays  this 
houfe  under  the  urmoft  difficulties,  fince  the  delays 
occafioned  by  any  alterations  made  in  this  houfe  to 
fome  parts  of  a  money-bill,  may  be  unavoidable  ob- 
ftrucbions  to  other  parts  of  it,  that  require  expedition 
afid  difpatch. 

9.  Becaufe 
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9.  Becaufe  the  extending  of  this  unprecedented 
power  to  the  24th  of  December  next,  is  a  length  of 
time  beyond  what  was  ever  known  (as  wc  appre- 
hend) in  any  cafe,  and  is,  in  our  opinion,  not  only 
dangerous,  but  unneceflary  :  For  the  chief  pretence 
for  the  vote,  was  to  have  power  during  the  interval 
of  Parliament,  which  may  be  chofen  and  meet  much 
fooner,  if  it  fhall  be  thought  convenient,  after  fo  cx- 
tenfive  a  power  is  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  mini- 
ftcrs  for  fo  long  a  term. 


28r 


Craven^ 

Marlborough, 

Bathurft, 

Carterety 

IVeyrnoiith^ 

Oxford  :ind  Mort, 

Montrofey 

Tweedalcy 

Stair, 

Gowefy 

Strafford, 

Majbanty 

Thanety 

Ker. 

Defihigby 
Litchfieldy 
Coventryy 
NortbamptoTty 
Winchelfea  and 
Nottingham  y 
ClintoHy 
Monjoyy 


O^^ Monday  the  8th  day  q^  April y  Mr,  Chancel-  Mefhgc 
lor  of  the  Exchequer  acquainted  the  houfe,  that  [f^^p"^  ^^ 
he  had  a   meffage  from  his  Majefty  to  that  houfe,  cefs Royal, 
figned  by   his  Majefty  •,  which  he  prefented  to  the 
houfe,  and  the  fame  beintj  read  by  Mr.  Speaker,  was 
as  folio weth, 

GEORGE  R. 

HI  S  Majefty  having  been  pleafed  to  dire5f  letters 
patent  to  be  paffed  under  the  great  Seal  of  Grc:it 
Britain^  for  fettling  on  the  Princefs  Royal  an  annuity  of 
5000 1.  per  annum,  as  a  mark  of  his  royal  favour  and 
affeulion  to  her,  and  the  lazvs  now  in  being  refraining 
his  Majefty  from  granting  the  fame  for  any  longer  terjn 
than  his  own  lifey  hopes,  he  Jhall  be  enabled  to  make 
fuch  grant  for  the  life  of  the  f aid  Princefs  Royal,  in  cafe 
/he  Jhall  furvive  his  Majefty,  and  recommends  the  conft* 
deration  thereof  to  this  houfe. 


Which 
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Which  mcfliige  was  immediately  taken  into  confi- 
deration,  and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  in 
purfuance  of  the  fame. 

■Ils  j.g.        And  on  Tuefday  the  i6th  day  o^  Aprils  his  Ma- 
dve  the  jefty  came  to  the  houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the  royal 

>yal  af-    alTent  to  the  many  public  and  private  bills. 

nt. 

After  which  his  Majefty  made  the  following  moft 
gracious  fpcech  to  both  houfes  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
'  T  Give  you  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  great  dif- 

*  J  patch  you  have  given  to  the  public  bufinefs, 
'  and  for  the  confidence  you  have  repofed  in  me, 
'  for  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  my  kingdom.     So 

*  fhort  a  felfion,  at  fo  critical  a  conjuncture,  con- 

*  eluded  with  fo  much  unanimity,  and  fo  juft  a  re* 

*  gard  for  the  true  intereft  of  the  nation,  will  give 

*  great  weight  and  credit  to  all  our  tranfaclions,  and 
'  procure  that  refpe6l  and  dependence  upon  the  great 
*-  council  of  this  nation,  which  are  fo  neceflary  to 

*  fupport  the  honour  and  intereil  of  Great  Britain^ 
'  both  at  home  and  abroad. 

Gentk7;ien  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons y 
*  I  muft  acknowledge  in  a  particular  manner  the 

*  zeal  and  readinefs,  which  you  have  fhewn  in  raif- 
'  ing,  in  fo  effedual  a  manner,  the  neceflary  fup- 

*  plies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year.  The  provifion  you 
'  have  made  for  paying  off  great  part  of  the  debt  of 

*  the  navy,  a  debt  neceflcirily  and  unavoidably  in- 

*  curred,  and  carrying  a  higher  intereft  than  the-old 

*  national  debt,  and  which  being  at  a  difcount,  in- 
^  creafcd  the  charge  and  expence  in  all  contracts  of 
^  the  navy  and  victualling,  muft  certainly  be  thought 

*  of  fingular  fervice  to  the  public. 

My 
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My  Lords  and  Ge}2tle7?ien^ 
'  The  time  limited  for  the  expiration  of  this  Piir- 

'  liament  drawing  neai-,  I  have  refolved  iortliwith  to 

^  ilfue  my  proclamation  tor  the  difiblring  of  ir,  and 

'  for  calHng  a  new  Parhament-,  that   the  inconve- 

'  niences  unavoidably  attending  a  general   election, 

^  may  be  put  an  end  to,  as  foon  as  poflible.     But  I 

'  fliouJd  think  myfclf  inexcuf^ible,  if  I  parted  with 

'  this  Parliament,  without  doing  them  the  jullice  to 

'  acknowledge  the  many  fignal  proofs   they   have 

'  given,    through  the  courfe  of  feven  years,  of  their 

'  duty,  fidelity  and  attachment,  to  my  perfon  and 

'  government,  and  their  conflant  regard  to  the  true 

*  interefl  of  their  country. 

'  The  proiperity  and  glory  of  my  reign  depend 

*  upon  the  afi^edion  and  happinefs  of  my  people ; 

*  upon  my  prefer ving  to  them  all  their  legal  rights 
'  and  privileges,  as  eftablifhed  under  theprefent  fet- 

*  tlement  of  the  crown  in  the  Proteftant  line.  A 
'  due  execution  and  ftricl  obfervancc  of  the  laws,  are 
'  the  beft  and  only  fecurity  both  to  fovereign  and 
'  fubject :  Their  intereft  is  mutual  and  infeparable  ; 

*  and  their  endeavours  for  the  fupport  of  each  other 

*  ought  to  be  equal  and  reciprocal  :  Any  infringe- 

*  mentor  encroachment  upon  the  rights  of  cither, 
'  is  a  diminution  of  the  flrength  of  both,  which  kept 

*  within   their  due   bounds  and  limits,    make   that 

*  juft    balance,  which  is  neceflary   for  the  honour 

*  and  dignity  of  the  crown,  and  for  the  protedion 
^  and  proiperity  of  the  people  :  What  depends  upon 
'  me,  fhall,  on  my  parr,  b^  religioufly  kept  and 
'  obfcrved  •,  and  I  make  no  doubt  of  receiving;  the 
'  jufl-  returns  of  duty  and  gratitude  from  them. 

'  I  muft,  in  a  particular  manner,  recommend  it 
'  to  you,  and  from  your  known  affedtion  do  expcv^, 
^   that  you'vvill  ufe  your  btft  endeavours   to  heal  the 

*  unhappy  divifions  of  the  nation,  and  to  reconcile 
'  the  minds  of  all,  Vv'ho  truly  and  fincercly  wifli  the 
^  fufety  and  welfare  of  the  kingdom.     It   would  be 

*  the 
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*  the  greateft  fatisfadlion  to  me  to  fee  a  perfeft  har- 

*  mony  reftored  among  them,  that  have  one  and 

*  the  fame  principle  at  heart  5  that  there  might  be 

*  no  diftindlion,  but  of  fuch,  as  mean  the  fupport 

*  of  our  prefent  happy  conftitution  in  church  and 

*  ftate,  and  fuch,  as  wifh  to  fubvert  both.  This  is 
'  the  only  diftin6i:ion,  that  ought  to  prevail  in  this 
'  country,  where  the  intereft  of  King  and  people  is 

*  one  and  the  fame,  and  where  they  cannot  fubfift, 

*  but  by  doing  fo.     If  religion,  liberty,  and  pro- 

*  perty    were  never  at  any  time  more  fully  enjoyed, 

*  without,  not  only  any  attempt,  but  even  a  (ha- 
'  dow  of  a  defign,  to  alter  or  invade  them  •,  let  not 

*  thefe  facred  names  be  made  ufe  of,  as  artful  and 

*  plaufible  pretences,  to  undermine  the  prefent  efta- 

*  blifliment,  under  which  alone  they  can  be  fafe. 

'  I  have  nothing  to  wifh,  but  that  my  people  may 

*  not  be  mifguided.     I  appeal  to  their  own  con- 

*  fciences,  for  my  condudl,  and  hope  the  providence 

*  of  God  will  diredl  them  in  the  choice  of  fuch  re- 

*  prefentatives,  as  are  moft  fit  to  be  trufled  with  the 

*  care  and  prefervation  of  the  Protellant  religion, 
^  the  prefent  eflablifhment,  and  all  the  religious  and 

*  civil  rights  of  Great  Britain,* 

And   afterwards,   the   Lord   Chancellor,   by  his 
J^Iajefly's  command,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 
*  It  is  his  Majefly's  royal  will  and  pleafurc,  that 

*  this  Parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tuefday  the  four- 
'  teenth  day  of  May  next,  to  be  then  here  held  ;  and 
^  this  Parliament  is  accordingly  prorogued  to  'Tuef- 
^  day  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  next. 


rhe 
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The  Firjl  SeJJlon  of  the  Fourth  Septennial 
Parliament. 

THIS  Parliament  met  on  the  14th  of  Ja- 
nuary \  when  his  Majefty  went  to  the  houfc 
of  Peers,  and  the  Commons  being  fent  for, 
his  Majefty's  pleafure  was  fignified  to  them,  by  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  that  they  fliould  return  to  their 
houfe  and  choofe  a  Speaker,  and  prefent  him  to  his 
Majefty  on  the  23d  of  the  flime  month  :  They  re- 
turned accordingly,  and  unanimoufly  chofe  the 
Right  honourable  Arthur  Onflow^  Efqs  to  be  their 
Speaker. 

On  the  23d,  his  Majefty  opened  this  feftlon  of 
Parliament,  with  the  following  fpeech  to  both 
houfes. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  rir^  H  E  prefent  pofture  of  aftliirs  in  Europe  is  fo 

*  X     well  known  to  you  all,   and  the  good  or 

*  bad  confequences,   that  may  arife,  and  affed  us, 

*  from  the  war  being  extinguifhed,  or  being  carried 

*  on,  are  fo  obvious,  that  I  am  perfuadcd  you  are 

*  met  together,  fully  prepared  and  determined  to 

*  difcharge  the  great  truft  repofed  in  you  at  this 

*  critical  conjundure,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  will  beft 

*  contribute  to  the  honour  and  interefl:  of  my  crown 

*  and  people. 

'  I  opened  the  laft  fefiion  of  the  late  Parliament, 

*  by  acquainting  them,  that  as  I  was  no  ways  en- 

*  gaged,  but  by  my  good  offices,  in  the  tranfadions 

*  that   were   declared    to    be   the    principal   caufcs 
'  and  motives  of  the  prefent  war  in  Europe^   it   was 

*  neceflary  to  ufe  more  than  ordinary  priKience  and 

*  circumfpevffion,  and  the  utmoft  piecaution,not  to 

*  determine  too  haftily  upon  fo  critical  and  impor- 

*  tant  a  conjuncture  -,  to  examine  the  i;iCxs  alledged 

*  on 
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on  both  fides,  to  wait  the  refult  of  the  councils  of 
thofe  powers,  that  are  more  nearly  and  immediate- 
ly interefted  in  the  confequences  of  the  war,  and 
particularly,  to  concert  with  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Provinces^  who  are  under  the  fame  engage- 
ments with  me,  fuch  meafures  as  fliould  be  thought 
moft  advifeable  for  our  common  fafety,  and  for  re- 
ftoring  the  peace  of  Europe. 
'  We  have  accordingly  proceeded  in  this  great 
affair,  with  the  mutual  confidence  which  fubfifts  be- 
tween me  and  that  republic  j  and  having  confv 
dered  together  on  one  fide,  the  prefTing  applica- 
tions made  by  the  Imperial  court,  both  here  and 
in  Holland^  for  obtaining  fuccours  againft  the 
powers  at  war  with  the  Emperor,  and  the  repeated 
profeflions  made  by  the  allies  on  the  other  fide, 
of  their  fincere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  troubles,  upon  honourable  and  folid  terms  •, 
I  concurred  in  a  refolution  taken  by  the  States  Ge- 
neral, to  employ,  without  lofs  of  time,  our  joint 
and  earned  inftances  to  bring  matters  to  a  fpeedy 
and  happy  accommodation,  before  we  fhould  come 
to  a  determination  upon  the  fuccours  demanded  by 
the  Emperor.  Thefe  inftances  did  not  at  firft 
produce  fach  explicit  anfwers  from  the  contending 
parties,  as  to  enable  us  to  put  immediately  in  exe- 
cution our  impartial  and  fincere  defires  for  that 
purpofe  :  Refolved  however  to  purfue  fo  great  and 
falutary  a  work,  and  to  prevent  our  fubjefiis  from 
being  unneceffarily  involved  in  war,  we  renewed 
the  offer  of  our  good  offices  in  fo  effcdlual  a  man- 
ner, as  to  obtain  an  acceptation  of  them. 
*  In  confequence  of  this  acceptation,  and  of  our 
declaration  made  thereupon  to  the  refpedive  powers 
engaged  in  the  war,  no  time  has  been  loft  in 
taking  fuch  meafures,  as  fliould  be  moft  proper,  to 
make  the  beft  ufe  of  their  good  difpofitions  for  re- 
eftablifliing  the  tranquillicy  of  Europe:  And-  I 
have  the  latisfadion  to  acquaint  you,  that  things 

*  are 
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are  now  brought  to  fo  great  a  forwardncls,  tliat  1 
hope  in  a  fhort  time  a  plan  will  be  offered  to  the 
confideration  of  all  the  parties  engaged  in  the  pre- 
lent  war,  as  a  bafis  for  a  general  negotiation  of 
peace,  in  which  the  honour  and  interell  of  all 
parties  have  been  confuked,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
(lances  of  time,  and  the  prelcnt  pollure  of  affairs 
would  permit. 

'  I  do  not  take  upon  me  to  anfwer  for  tlie  fuccefs 
of  a  negotiation,  where  fo  many  different  interells 
are  to  be  confidered  and  reconciled  -,  but  when  a 
proceeding  is  founded  upon  reafon,  and  formed 
from  fuch  lights  as  can  be  had,  it  had  been  incxcu- 
fable,  not  to  have  attempted  a  work,  which  may- 
produce  infinite  benefits  and  advantages,  and  can 
be  of  no  prejudice,  if  we  do  not  fuffer  our  felves  to 
be  fo  far  amufed  by  hopes,  that  may  pofiibly  be  af- 
terwards difappointed,  as  to  leave  ourlelves  expofed 
to  real  dangers. 

'  I  have  made  life  of  the  power  which  the  late 
Parliament  intruded  me  v/ith,  with  great  modera- 
tion •,  and  I  have  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  crown 
of  Dem?iark,  of  great  importance  in  the  prefent  con- 
jundure.  It  is  impoffible,  when  all  the  courts  of 
Europe  are  bufy  and  in  motion,  to  fecure  to  them- 
felves  fuch  fupports,  as  time  and  occafion  may  re- 
quire, for  me  to  fit  ftill,  and  negledl  opportuni- 
ties, v/hich,  if  once  loft,  may  not  only  be  irre- 
trievable, but  turned  as  greatly  to  our  prejudice, 
as  they  will  prove  to  our  advantage  by  being  fca- 
fonably  fecured  ;  and  which,  if  neglccled,  would 
have  been  thought  a  juft  caufe  of  complaint.  This 
neceffu'y  confidence  placed  in  me,  has  given  great 
weight  to  my  endeavours  for  the  public  good. 

Gentle.nen  of  the  houfe  of  Commons^ 

*  I  have  ordered  the  accounts  and  eft'i mates  to  be 

prepared  and  laid  before  you,  of  fuch  exrraorriina- 

ry  expences  as  were  incurred  lafc  year,  and  o\  luch 

I  *  ferviccs 
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*  fervices  as  I  think  highly  neceflary  to  be  carried  on 
'  and  provided  for  ;  and  whatever  additional  charges 
^  fhall  be  found  neceflary,  fliall  be  reduced,  as  foon 
^  as  it  can  be  done  confidently  mth  the  common 
'  fecurity. 

*  And  as  the  treaty  mth  the  crown  of  Demnark  is 

•  attended  with  an  expence,  I  have  ordered  the  fame 
'  to  be  laid  before  you. 

'*  I  make  no  doubt,  but  I  fhall  find,  in  this  houfe 
'  of  Commons,  the  fame  zeal,  duty  and  afi^edion, 
'  as  I  have  experienced  through  the  whole  courfe 
'  of  my  reign  ;  and  that  you  will  raife  the  neceffa- 
^  ry  fupplies  with  cheerfulnefs,  unanimity  and  dif- 
'  patch. 

*  The  fenfe  of  the  nation  is  befl  to  be  learn- 
^-  ed  by  the  choice  of  their  reprefentatives  •,  and  I 
'  am  perfuaded,  that  the  behaviour  and  condud 
'  of  my  faithful  -  Commons,  will  demonflrate  to 
'  all  the  world,  the  unfliaken  fidelity  and  attach- 
^  ment  of  my  good  fabjc6ts  to  my  perfon  and  go- 
^  vernmenr. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen^ 

*  It  is  our  happinefs  to  have  continued  hitherto' 
'  in  a  flate  of  peace  ;  but  while  many  of  the  prin- 

'  cipal  powers  of  Euro;pe  are  engaged  in  war,  the 
'  confequences  mufl  more  or  lefs  affedt  us  ;  and  as 
^  the  befl  concerted  meafures  are  liable  to  uncertain- 
'  ty,  we  ought  to  be  in  a  readinefs,  and  prepared 
'  againfl  all  events  ;  and  if  our  expences  are  in 
'  fome  degree  increafcd,  to  prevent  greater,  and 
'  fuch,  as  if  once  entered  into,  it  would  be  difficult 
'  to  fee  the  end  of,  I  hope  my  good  fubjedls  will 
'  not  repine  at  the  neceflary  means  of  procuring 
'  the  bleffings  of  peace  and  of  univerfal  tranquillity, 
'  or  of  putting  ourfelves  in  a  condition  to  adl  that 
'  part,  which  it  may  be  neceffary  and  incumbent 
'  upon  us  to  take. 

After 
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AftiT  his  Majefly  was  retired  from  the  houfe,  the  Motion 
Lords  immediately  took  the  fpecch  into  their  con-  ^"''i^  ^^' 
fidcration,  and  the  fame  being  r:^ad^  a  motion  was    ^^  " 
made,   '  That  a  dutiful  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented 

*  by  that  houfe  to  his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Maje- 

*  fty  their  unfeigned  thanks  for  his  mod  gracious 

*  fpeech  from  the  throne ;  to  acknowledge  his  Ma- 

*  jefty*s  care  for  the  true  intercft  of  his  people,  in  pre- 

*  venting  their  being  unnecefTarily  engaged  in  the 

*  prefent  war,  and  in  concerting  meafurcs  with  the 

*  States  General  for  redoring  the  pubHc  tranquilhty  -, 

*  to  declare  their  fatisfaflion  in  obferving,  tiiat  the 
'  good  offices  of  his  Majefty  and  the  States  General 

*  had  been  accepted  by  all  parties  engaged  in  the  war ; 

*  and  that  it  was  to  be  afcribed  pnly  to  his  Mujefty's 
'  uncommon  vigilance  for  the  welfare  of  his  people, 
'  and  the  repofe  of  Chrifte!uio?n,  tliat  the  falutary 
'  work  he  was  engaged  in,  was  advanced  to  fuch  a 
'  degree,  that  a  plan  might  be  fhortly  offered  to  the 

*  confideration  of  the  parties  concerned,  as  a  bafis 
'  for  a  general  treaty  :  To  allure  his  Majefty,  that 
'  they  would  not  be  amufed  by  any  hopes  whatfo- 
'  ever,  fo  far  as  to  leave  the  fecurity  of  his  MajeRy 
'  and  his  kingdoms  expofed  to  real  dangers  •,  and 

*  that  their  endeavours  fhould  never  be  wanting  to 
'  difappoint  the  vainxxpe6lation3  of  thofe  who  might 
'  imagine  advantages  to  themfcU^es  from  fuch  me- 

*  thods  :  To  declare,  that  they  trufted  in  that  good 

*  harmiony  which  fubfifted  between  his  Majefty  and 

*  the  States  General  i    and   to  aflure  his  Majefty, 

*  that  they  would  fupport  him  in  all  fuch  meafures 
^  as  might  be  necefHiry  for  fecuring  the  bleflings  of 
'  peace  and  tranquillity,  or  for  putting  this  nation  in 

*  a  condition  to  adl  that  parr,  which  it  might  be  ih- 

*  cum  bent  on  Grenl  Britain  to  undertake :  To  ac- 
'  knowleclge  the  felicity  tliey  enjoyed,  in  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's  having  always  efteeraed  the  intcreft  of  So- 
'  vereign  and  fabjedt,  as  mutual  and  infeparablc,  and 
'  having  made  the  due  execution  and  obfcrvanrc  of 

Vol.  XII,  U  *  the 
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*  the  laws  the  rule  of  his  government  -,  and  to  affure 
'  his  Majefty,  that  they  were  determined  to  convince 

*  the  world,  by  a  fteady  coiirfe  of  loyalty,  that  they 

*  confidered  the  maintenance  of  their  religion  and 

*  liberties,  as  being  involved  in  the  fupport  of  his 

*  Majefty^s   perfon   and   government,    and   in   the 

*  prefervation  of  the  Proiejlant  fucceflion  in  his  royal 
^  houfe  ;  and  that  it  was  their  unalterable  pur- 
'  pofc  totranfmit  thefe  invaluable  blefTmgs  to  po- 
^  llerity. 

This  motion  was  introduced  with  fpeeches,    thg 
fubftance  of  which  was  as  follows. 

Speeches  *  My  Lords,  as  this  nation  was  no  way  coiicern- 
xntroduc-  *  ed  in  the  tranfa6lions,  which  were  declared  to  be 
!^L^^!^  '  ^^^  principal  caufes  and  motives  of  the  prefent  war 
*"  in  Europe.^  I  cannot  but  admire  the  wifdom  of  his 

*  Majeily^s  conduct,  in  preventing  this  nation'^s  be- 

*  ing  any  way  engaged  in  it  ^  but,  my  Lords,  when; 

*  the  fword  is  once  drawn,  it  is  impofTible  to  foretell 
how  far  it  may  be  carried,  or  when  it  will  be  put 
up.  The  parties  engaged  may,  as  yet,  be  mode- 
rate in  their  expectations,  as  well  as  their  demands ; 
but  fuccefs  of  either  fide  may  elate  the  minds  of 
the  vi<5lors,  and  may  make  them  refolve  to  carr}^ 
their  conquefbs  much  farther,  than  they  at  the  be- 
ginning really  intended,  and  fartlier  than  is  con- 
fident with  the  balance  of  pov/er,  or  the  liberties 
of  Europe  ;  and  therefore,  though  this  nation  was^ 

*  at  firil,  no  way  concerned  with  the  motives  or 
^  caufes  of  the  v/ar,  yet  it  may  at  laft  come  to  be 
•^  very  deeply  concerned  in  the  event :  For  this  rea- 
^  fon  it  became  neceilary,  as  foon  as  the  war  broke 

*  out,  to  put  this  nation  not  only  in  a  proper  pofture 

*  of  defence,  but  in  a  condition  to  aci;  with  vigour, 
^  in  cafe  of  need  v  and  in  this  the  wifdom  of  his  Ma- 

*  jf  fly's  councils  is  not  lefs  confpicuous,  than  in  the 
T  *"  care 
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*•  cate  he  has  taken  not  to  engage  us  too  hafllly  in  the 
'  war. 

'  The  moll  ambitious  dcTigns,  my  Lords,   may 
'  fometimes  be  concealed  umicr  the  moll  phiufible 

*  pretences  ^    but  to  penetrate  ifito  the  moll  lecret 

*  Iprings,  and  to  difcover  the  real  views  of  the  par- 
^  ties  concerned,  there  was  no  method   more  certain 

*  or  more  effectual,  than  that  which  his  Majcfly  has 
'  taken  :  To  make  an  offer  of  his  good  ofBces,  for 
'  compofing  the  prefcnt  unhappy  differences  of  En- 
'  rope  •,  and,  in  purfuance  of  the  acceptation  of  his 
'  good  offices,  to  propoie  fuch  a  plan  of  peace  as 
'  may  be  confident,  as  much  as  poffible,  with  the 

honour  and  intereft  of  all  the  parties  engaged  in 
war,  is  a  certain  and  an  infill lible  way  to  difcover, 
whether  any  of  them  have  fecret  views,  which  are 
inconfillent  with  the  general  intereft  of  Europe  \ 
and  if  any  fuch  views  fhould  be  difcovcred,  then 
will  it  be  proper  and  neceffiry  for  his  Majefty, 
and  the  other  Princes  and  dates  of  Europe^  to  join 
together,  and  concert  fuch  meafurcs  as  may  defeat 
thole  ambitious  views,  wherever  they  may  be  found 
'  lurking  and  concealed. 

'  This,    my  Lords,    v/as  the  mod  prudent  and 

*  the  mod  edeclual  meafure  which  his  Ma  jelly  could 
'  purfue  ;  and,  in  the  purfuit  of  this  meafure,  he 
'  has  taken  all  thofe  Heps  which  the  mod  confum- 
'  mate  wifdom  could  direct  :  He  has  taken  care, 
'  that  neither  of  the  parties  concerned  fliould  have 

*  the  lead  reafon  to  fufpei^l  his  being  any  way   par- 

*  tial  in  the  affair;  and  he  has,  in  every  thing,  r.ci- 
'  ed  in  concert  with  the  States  General  of  the  Uait- 
'  ed  Proz'lnces^  who  are  our  mod  natui-aJ  allies,  and 
'  who  are   under  the  fame  engagements  v/ith  him. 

By  this  concert,  if  there  be  aiiy  Prince  or  State 
in  Europe,  that  entertains  an  ambitious  view  oi 
conqued,  they  will  be  made  to  fee,  that,  as  foQii 
as  their  views  are  difcovered,  they  niud  '.>:}X'(fc  to 
be  attacked  bv  the  united  force  of  Crcci!  Britain 

U  2  '  aiid 
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and  Ilolland  ;  and  there  is  no  more  effeclual  way 
of  preferring  the  peace  of  Europe ^  than  that  of 
depriving  the  ambitious  of  all  hopes  of  fuccefs, 
in  any  of  the  projedls  they  may  form,  againfl: 
the  liberties  or  the  dominions  of  their  neigh- 
bours. 

'  To  make  this  meafure  ftii]  more  efFedual,  it 
was  necefTary,  my  Lords,  not  only  to  provide  for 
our  defence  at  home,  but  to  arm  ourfelves  with: 
alliances  abroad,  and  to  engage  as  many  of  the 
Princes  and  States  of  Europe^  not  already  concern- 
ed in  the  v/ar,  as  we  could,  in  the  fame  falutary 
meafures  :  For  this  reafon  we  cannot  but  applaud 
his  Majefty's  conduct,  in  having  concluded  a  trea- 
ty with  the  King  of  Denmark ,  by  which,  and  by 
the  other  treaties  v/hich  his  Majefty  may  hereaf^ 
ter  conclude,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that 
he  will  be  enabled  to  put  a  (top  to  the  vi6tori- 
ous  arms  of  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war, 
in  cafe  they  fhould  attempt  to  carry  their  fuccefles 
and  their  conquefts,  farther  than  may  be  confident 
with  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 
^  At  the  fame  time,  my  Lords,  v/e  cannot  but 
admire  his  Majefty's  prudence  and  moderation,  in 
the  ufe  he  has  made  of  that  power,  which  was  for 
reafonably  granted  to  him  by  the  laft  feflion  of  laft 
Parliament,  with  refpedl  to  the  additions  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  make  to  the  naval  or  land  forces 
of  this  kingdom  :  The  addidons  made  to  either 
are  but  very  inconfiderable  •,  tlie  principal  expence 
has  been  occafioned  by  making  additions  to  our 
naval  force,  which  expence  is  always  the  Icaft  bur- 
denfome,  and  tl^ie  moft  ufeful  to  this  nation  ;  and 
the  frnall  addidon  that  has  been  made  to  our  land 
forces,  has  been  made  in  that  way  which  is  moft 
convenient  to  the  fubjeifl,  and  leaft  expenfive  to 
the  public  :  Yet,  my  Lords,  this  moderate  ufe  of 
that  power,  this  fmall  additional  expence  which 
the  Hation  has  been  put  to,  joined  with  the  pru- 

'  dent 
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^  dent    meafures    which   his   Majefly   has   purrued 

*  abroad,  has  already,  we  fee,  produced  cxtraordi- 

*  nary  effedls.  It  has  ah-eady  produced  an  accep- 
'  tation  of  his  Majeily's  good  offices,  ibr  compof- 

*  ing  the  differences  now  fubfifting  in  Europe  ;  and 
'  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  that  a  continuance  of 

*  the  fame  vigorous  meafures,  will  produce  a  ge- 
'  neral  agreement  to  that  plan  of  peace  which  his 

*  Majefty,  in  conjundlion  with  his  allies,  is  to 
'  propofe  to  the  parties  engaged  in  the  prcfcnc 
'  war. 

'  As  thefe  meafures,  and  the  good  effcds  of  them, 

'  have  proceeded  from  that  concord  and  confidence 

*  which  have  hitherto  fubfifted  between  his  Majefty 
'  and  his  Parliament,  fo  the  good  effedls  which  we 
'  are  yet  to  expedl  from   diem,   muft  intirely  de- 

*  pend  upon  the  powers  at  war  being  convinced, 
'  that  the  fame  concord  and  confidence  do  ft  ill   fub- 

*  fift  -,    and   therefore    I    ftiall    take   the   liberty   to 

*  move  your  Lordlhips,  That,  i^c,  (as  before-men- 

*  tioned.) 

To  this   motion    an  amendment    was   propofcd,  Amend- 
That  all  the  intermediate  paragraphs  between  the  firft"^^"^P' 
and  laft  ftiould  be  Mi  out,  and  that  tlie  motion  fliould  ^°  ^  ' 
ftand  thus, 

'  To  return  his  Majefty  their  unfeigned  thanks  for 

*  his  mod  gracious  Ipcech  from  the  throne  ;  and  to 
'  acknowledge  the  felicity  they  enjoyed,  in  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  having  always  efteemed  the  intereft  of  So- 

*  vereign  and  fubjedl  as  mutual  and  infeparable,  and 
'  having  made  the  due  execution  and  obfervance  of 
'  the  laws  the  rule  of  his  government  •,  and  to  afllire 

*  his  Majefty,  that  they  were  determined  to  con- 
'  vince  the  world,  by  a  fteady  courfe  of  loyalty,  that 
'  they  confidered  the  maintenance  of  their  religion 
'  and  liberties,  as  bti;ig  involved  in  the  fupport  of 
^  his  Majefty's  perfon  and  government,  and  in  the 

U  3  '  pre 
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'  prefervation    of   the   Proteftant   fucceflion   in   his 

'  royiil  hoLife  •,  and  that  it  was  their  unalterable  pur- 

^  pole,  to  tranlmic  thele  invaluable  bleflings  to  po- 

*  ilcricy.'    ., 

The  argument  for  this  amendment  was  to  the  effect 

as  follows,  viz. 

Argument  '  My  Lords,  the  members  of  this  houfe,  who  are 

*  in  the  lame  fituation  with  me,  mud  labour  under 
'  a  very  great  difidvantage,  when  they  are  to  give 
*'  their  fentiments  of  what  is  propofed  upon  any  fuch 
'  occafion  as  the  prefent.  As  we  know  nothing  of 
'  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  till  we  hear  it  from  the  throne, 
'  nor  any  thing  of  the  motion  intended  to  be  made, 

*  till  we  hear  it  in  this  houfe,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed 
*•  that  we  can  fpeak  fo  exa6lly  or  methodically  to  it 
'  as  odierwife  we  might.     If  I  had  the  motion,  my 

*  Lords,  in  my  hand,  I  could  exaflly  point  out  the 
'  paragraphs  1  am  to  fpeak  to  ;  but  as  I  have  not, 
^  1  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  allow  me  to  fpeak  from 

*  the  notes  I  liave  taken  of  it  ;  and  if  I  have  miftak- 
^  en  any  of  the  paragraphs,  I  hope  thofe  Lords, 
^  who  are  better  acquainted  with  it  than  I  am,  will 
^  endeavour  to  let  me  right.  I  fliall  readily  admit, 
'  that  the  motion  made  by  the  noble  D^ike,  has 
'  been  drawn  up  with  a  great  deal  of  zeal  and  pru- 
"-  dence  ;  and  I  believe  it  has  been  concerted  with  as 
^  much  care  and  caution,  as  was  confiftent  with  the 
'  defign. 

'  The  firR  paragraph,  my  Lords,  is,  in  my  opi- 

^  nion,  a  very  proper  return,  from  this  houfe,  to  his 

^  Majcily's  fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  and  the  lall  pa- 

'  ragraph  is  a  declaration  of  our  zeal  and  affccftion 

'^  for  his  Majelly,  and  his  illuftrious  family,  which 

*  I  think  proper  upon  all  occafions,  and  even  necef- 

*  iluy  at  the  beginning  of  a  new  Parliament,  efpe- 

*  cially  at  fuch  a  conjuncture  as  the  prcfcnt :  Thejd 

*  two  paragraphs  therefore  will,    1  am  convinced, 

^  appear 
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appear  highly  reafonablc  to  every  Lord  in  tliis 
houle  ;  but  as  for  all  the  intermediate  paragraphs, 
it  is  my  opinion,  that  they  defcend  too  mucli  into 
particulars  for  this  houfc  to  agree  to,  without  Ibme 
farther  information  than  wc  have,  as  yet,  before 
us. 

'  I  hope,  my  Lords,  our  affairs  are  in  the  condi- 
tion reprefented  to  us  in  his  Mn jelly's  fpeech  ;  but, 
as  I  fliall  always  have  a  great  regard  for  the  ho- 
nour and  dignity  ot  Parliament  •,  and,  as  fpeeches 
from  the  throne  have  always,   in  the  language  of 
this  houfe,  been  fuppofed  to  be  fpeeches  from  the 
minillers  ;  therefore  I   cannot  think    it  confillent 
with  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  to  take  things  fo 
much  upon  truft,  as  to  depend  intirely  upon  whac 
they  may  be  pleafed,  from  time  to  time  to  tell  us. 
It  was  the  ancient  and  the  right  method  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  keep,  as  much  as  polTible,  to  generals  up- 
on fuch  occafions  •,  to  exprefs  their  aiieclion  tor 
the  King,  and  their   zeal  for  the  fervice  of  the 
crown,  but  to  avoid  entering  into  any  thing  that 
might  look  like  an  approbation  of  the  meafures 
purfued  by  the  miniiters  :  With  regard  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  houfe,  the  defcending  into  parti- 
culars does  not,  'tis  true,  preclude  us  from  enter- 
ing  into  future  inquiries,  or  from  cenfuring  what 
way  be  found  to  be  wrong  upon  any  fuch  inquiry  ; 
but  without  doors  it  is  orherwife*,  for  people  who 
arc  not  perfectly  acquainted  with  our  methods  of 
proceeding,  which  is  the  greateft  part  of  mankind, 
look  upon  the   addrefs  of  this  houfc  as  the  real 
fenfeofthe  houfe,  with  refped:  to  every  particu- 
lar meafure  mentioiied  in  that  addrefs  •,  and  there- 
fore, fuch  a  general  approbation   of  all  the  mea- 
fures that  have  been  purfued,  and  the  declaring 
our  fatisfadion   with    fo   many  particulars,    may 
have  very  bad  eftecls,  and  will  bring  this  houfe 
into  contempt  with  the  generality  of  mankind,  if 
we  fliould  afterwards  cenfure,  and  perhaps  punifli 
U  4  *  a  mu 
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a  mlnrfter,  for  thofe  very  meafures,  which  we  had 
before  fo  fully  and  fo  particularly  approved. 
'  Speeches  from  the  throne  have  always,  my  Lords, 
been  looked  on,  not  only  in  Parliament,  but  even 
without  doors,  as  fpeeches  drawn  up  by  the  mini- 
fters  •,  and  the  defign  of  addrelTes  from  each  houfe 
of  Parliament,  by  way  of  anfwer  or  return  to  fuch 
fpeeches,  has  always  been,  to  teftify  to  the  world, 
the  affe6lion  of  the  Parliament  towards  the  King, 
and  their  refolutions  to  fupport  him  in  all  fuch 
meafures  as  they  fhall  approve  of;  but  if  we  iliould 
once  fill  into  the  way  of  anfwering  the  fpeech  pa- 
ragraph by  paragraph,  and  approving,  without 
either  inform^ation  or  inquiry,  of  every  thing  which 
the  minifters  have  been  pleafed  to  mention  in  that 
fpeech,  people  will  then  begin  to  think,  that  the 
addrefs  of  this  houfe  was  drawn  up  by  the  mini- 
fters, as  well  as  the  fpeech  -,  in  which  cafe,  the 
defign  of  fuch  addrefies  will  be  intirely  fruflrated, 
they  will  no  way  afFed  either  our  friends  or  our 
enemies:  In  fliort,  they  will  become  vox  i^ prcs- 
'  terea  nihil. 

*  With  refped  to  the  negotiations  now  carrying 
'  on,  for  reftoring  the  tranquillity  of  jE^r^^^^,  I  hope, 
'  my  Lords,  they  v/ill  be  attended  with  all  the  fuc- 
'  eels  which  his  Majefty  or  the  nation  can  defire  ; 
'  but  from  our  paft  negotiations,  I  cannot  think, 
'  my  Lords,  we  have  any  reafon  blindly  to  approve 
'  of  the  prefent.     This  nation  has,  within  thefe  few 

*  years,  been  engaged  in  a  great  multiplicity  ofdiffe- 
'  rent  negotiations,  all  of  them  expeniive,  and  fome 
^  of  them  fuch  as  might  have  been  attended  with  dan« 
^  gerous  confequences  :  They  were  all  intended,  as 
■  we  were  told,  to  preferve  the  peace  of  Europe^  and 
^  eftablifh  the  public  tranquillity  ;  but  if  that  was 

*  the  real  and  true  defign,  no  one  of  them  provcc^ 

*  effedual  for  the  purpofe  •,  the  Lift   treaty  always, 

*  wanted  a  new  one,   in  order  to  carry  it  into  execu- 

*  ton  p  and  thus,  my  Lords,  we  have  been  a  botch- 
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*  ing  and  piecing  up  one  treaty  with  another,  for 

*  feveral  years.    The  peace  o'i Europe  and  the  balance 

*  of  power,  was  to  have  been  fully  eftablifhed  by 

*  the  treaty  of  Hanover  •,  but  we  found  it  would  not 

*  do,  and  therefore  that  treaty  was  pieced  up  with 
'  the  treaty  o^  Seville :    This,  again,  we  found  would 

*  not  do,  although  we   had  then  four   to  one,   wc 

*  found  it  impradicable,  or  at  leaft  dangerous,  to 
'  carry   it   into  execution,    and  therefore  we    were 

*  obliged  to  conclude  the  treaty  of  Vien-ria  :  By  this 

*  the  treaty  of  »9^'i;z7/df  was  executed  fully,  indeed,  of 

*  our  fide  -,  but  how  this  lalt  treaty  is  to  be  executed 

*  I  do  not  know  ;  for  it  now  appears  that,  to  render 
'  it  effedual,  fome  new  treaty  is  wanting,  at  leafb 

*  as  much  as  for  any  of  the  former.     Thus  we  have 

*  been  fetnng  up  a  fort  of  paper  credit,  in  treaties 

*  and  negotiations  ;  and  we  have,  I  am  afraid,  tx- 

*  tended  it  already  farther  than  our  fund  will  be  able 
'  to  anfwer. 

'  Whether  this  nation  ought  to  have  engaged  ia 

*  t'hc  war,  is  J^q,ueftion  which  it  is  impoiTible  for 
'  your  Lordfliips,  at  prefent,  to  determine,  becaufe 
'  the  treaty  of  Vienna  has  never  yet  been  laid  before 

*  this  lioufe  •,  and  if  from  that  treaty,   when  laid  be- 

*  fore  us,  it  fnould  appear,  that  we  were,  in  honour, 
'  obliged  to  engage  in  the  war,  our  agreeing  now  to 
'  the  fecond  paragraph  of  the  motion,  would  no  way 
'  contribute  to  the  credit  of  this  houfe  :  With  refptdt 
'  to  that  treaty,  the  Dutch  and  we  are  upon  a  very 

*  different  footing:  By  that  treaty,  we  went  plumb 

*  in  at  once  to  the  guaranty  of  all  the  y^iijlrian  domi- 
'  nions,  v/ithout  exception  or  rcferve,  at  leaft  with 

*  regard  to  any  of  the  Chriftian  powers  •,  for,  with 

*  refpeCt  to  the  Turks,  I  think  we  fliewcd   them   a 

*  little  more  regard,  by  making  them  an  exception 

*  to  our  guaranty.  The  Dutch,  indeed,  agreed  like- 
'  wife  to  that  treaty  -,  but  how  did  they  agree  to  it, 
^  my  Lords?  It  was  after  long  and  m:itiire  dclibcra- 
^  tion,  and,   as  I  have  been  told,  under  kvtrral  re^ 

HI  rid  ions 
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ilridlions  and  limitations  ;  fo  that,  with  refped:  to 
the  concluding  of  that  treatyi  it  cannot  be  faid  that 
we  aded  in  concert  with  the  Dutch  ;  and  with  re- 
fped  to  the  late  tranllidions,  whether  we  have  aded 
in  concert  with  them  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am 
certain,  they  have  not  adled  in  concert  with  us  ; 
for  they  concluded  a  treaty  of  neutrality  with 
France^  before,  I  believe,  we  knew  any  thing  of 
the  matter  ;  and,  notwithftanding  the  great  ex- 
pences  we  have  been  at,  in  augmenting  our  forces 
both  by  fea  and  land,  they  have  not  yet  added  one 
man  to  their  land-forces,  nor  one  fhip  to  their  naval, 
nor  have  they  concluded  one  expenfive  treaty  r^ 
nay,  I  do  not  know  if  they  have  been  at  the  ex- 
pence  even  of  one  courier,  unlefs  it  was  fuch  as 
were  fent  on  account  of  their  treaty  of  neutrality. 
How  then,  my  Lords,  can  we  talk  of  concerting 
meafures  with  the  States  General,  when,  from  what 
has  been  as  yet  made  public,  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  other  concert  between  us,  than  that  we 
have  perhaps,  from  time  to  time,  acquainted  them 
with  the  meafures  we  were  to  take,  and  the  expences 
we  were  to  put  ourfelves  to. 
'  As  for  the  acceptation  of  our  good  offices,  it  was 
very  natural,  both  for  the  States  General  and  us, 
fince  we  were  not  engaged  in  the  war,  to  offer  our 
good  offices  for  reiloring  the  peace  *,  this  was  the 
lead  that  cither  of  us  could  do,  and  it  was  natural 
for  all  the  powers  engaged  in  war  to  accept  of  that 
offer  ;  it  was  the  leaft  that  either  of  them  could  do 
in  return  ;  becaufe  every  one  of  them  will  certain- 
ly pretend,  that  they  are  heartily  inclined  towards 
peace,  and  are  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafonable 
terms  -,  but  when  thofe  terms  come  to  be  fettled, 
1  believe,  the  fide  that  appears  to  be  the  Itrongeit 
will  have  the  moil  reafon,  and  will  infift  upon  the 
other's  agreeing  to  fuch  terms,  as  they  may  be 
pleafed  to  call  reafonable  ;  and  therefore,  I  do  not 
tiiiak  It  confident  with  the  dignity  of  this  houfe, 

'  to 
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to  exprefs  our  fatisfuclion  in  lb  Iblcmn  a  manner, 
upon  our  good  offices  having  been  only  accepted  : 
And  much  lefs  can  I  agree  to  our  exjirefring,  in 
fuch  a  particular  manner,  our  latisladion  at  a  plan's 
being  lb  flir  advanced,  that  it  will  be  Ibon  ready 
to  be  offered  to  the  parties  concerned:  If  this  plan 
had  not  only  been  offered,  but  actually  a[)provcd 
by  all  the  parties  concerned,  it  would  then  have 
been  incumbent  upon  us  to  have  cxprefTed  our  la- 
tisfaction  with  lb  much  vigilance  and  wifdom  : 
But  is  the  fimple  drawing  up  a  plan,  a  matter 
of  moment,  worthy  of  the  notice  of  this  houfe  ? 
Is  it  not  in  every  man's  power,  at  leaft  every  man 
that  can  write,  to  draw  up  any  plan  he  pleafes  ? 
And  fhall  we,  my  Lords,  fo  folemnly  take  notice 
of  what  might  have  been  done  by  any  writing 
clerk  in  Europe  ?  I  appeal  to  every  one  of  your 
Lordfhips,  if  this  is  not  expofing  the  proceedings 
of  this  houfe  to  the  utmoll  contempt  ;  and  if, 
upon  the  publiQiing  of  that  plan,  it  fhould  appear 
to  be  no  very  extraordinary  one,  what  will  the 
world  then  fay  of  thefe  our  anticipated  enco- 
miums ? 

*'  His  Majefty,  in  his  fpeech,  has  been  pleafed  to 
tell  us,  that  he  has  concluded  a  treaty  with  Den- 
mark^  which  is,  it  feenis,  to  be  laid  before  the 
other  houfe,  and  the  reafon  given  for  fo  doing  is, 
becaufe  it  is  to  be  attended  with  fome  expence  ; 
but  this  treaty  we  have  neither  '[<la^^  nor  is  it  fa 
much  as  promifed  to  be  laid  before  us,  and  therefore 
it  is  impoffible  to  hy  any  thing  for  it  or  ngainft  it. 
Whether  this  treaty  was  concluded  in  concert  with 
the  Butch ^  I  do  not  know,  but  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  are  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  charge 
of  it;  and  even  witliout  feeing  the  treaty,  1  mav 
take  notice,  that  if  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe 
be  in  any  danger,  the  King  o^  J)  cum  ark  is  as  much 
concerned  in  its  prefervation  as  we  are  ;  and  by  an 
exprefs  treaty  between  the  Emperor,   and  him,   lie 

'  is, 
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is,  as  much  as  we  are,  engaged  to  guaranty  his 
Imperial  Majefty's  dominions  •,  fo  that  by  this  new 
treaty  with  us,  the  King  of  Denmark  has  laid  hini- 
felf  under  no  o^hgations  that  I  can  hear  of,  but 
what  he  was  before  engaged  in,  both  by  his  own 
interefl,  and  by  his  treaties  with  the  Emperor  ;  and 
yet  we  are,  it  feems,  to  pay  him  a  large  annual 
fubfidy :  However,  my  Lords,  as  thefe  matters 
will  come  in  more  properly  to  be  confidered,  when 
the  treaty  this  laid  before  us,  I  fhall  at  prefent  take 
no  farther  notice  of  them,  but  only  to  obferve,  that 
by  approving  of  all  meafures  in  general,  as  is 
propofed  by  this  motion,  we  approve  of  this  treaty, 
before  we  have  either  feen  it,  or  know  any  thing 
about  it. 

*  If  we  are  no  way  concerned  in  the  prefent  war, 
if  we  have  given  no  reafonable  caufe  of  offence  to 
any  of  the  powers  of  Europe^  what  occafion  is  there, 
my  Lords,  for  putting  any  threatening  words  into 
our  addrefs  ?  To  affure  his  Majefty,  that  we  will 
be  ready  to  fupport  him  in  fuch  meafures  as  may 
be  incumbent  on  us  to  undertake,  is  certainly  a 
threatening  way  of  exprefTing  ourfelves,  and  will 
probably  be  taken  as  fuch,  by  fome  of  the  powers 
now  engaged  In  war.  I  wifh,  my  Lords,  we 
were  in  a  better  condition  than  we  are  ;  I  wifh  the 
nation  were  free  of  that  heavy  load  of  debts, 
under  v/hich  it  groans  at  prefent  *,  but  while  we 
are  opprefTed  with  fuch  a  load  of  debts,  and  fuch 
a  number  of  taxes,  all  mortgaged  and  pre-engaged, 
is  this  nation  in  a  condition  to  threaten,  or  can  we 
pretend  to  frighten  the  powers  of  Europe,  We 
may  be  able,  we  muft  defend  ourfelves  when  at-^ 
tacked  -,  but  furely  we  ought  not  to  draw  an  attack 
or  an  infuit  upon  ourfelves,  by  threatening  others 
with  what  we  will  do,  at  a  time  when  none  of  our 
neighbours  have  fo  much  as  a  defign  to  difturb  us, 
at  Icail,  in  fo  far  as  we  have  yet  been  told,  by 

'  thofc 
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*  thofe  who  ought  to  acquaint  us,  in  cafe  they  fulpcdl 
'  we  are  in  any  danger. 

*  This  paragraph,  my  Lords,  is  very  inconfiftent 

*  with  the  former  part  of  the  motion  :  By  the  fc- 

*  cond  paragraph,  we  are  to  acknowledge  liis  Ma* 

*  jefty's  care  for  the  true  intereft  of  his  people,  in 
'  preventing  their  being  unnecefTarily  engaged  in  a 
'  war  ;  and,  by  this  paragraph,  we  are  to  make  ufe 
'  of  fuch  menacing  words,  as  may  engage  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  in  a  war  whether  he  will  or  no,  or  whether 
'  it  be  the  intereft  of  his  people  or  not.     This,   I 

*  fay,  appears  to  me,  to  be  altogether  inconfiftent, 
'  and  therefore,  if  thefe  two  paragraphs  ftand  pare 
'  of  the   morion,  I  hope  the  latter  will  be  a  liccle 

*  foftened  •,  but  I  have,  I  think,  fhewn  fufHcienc 
'  reafons,  for  leaving  them,  and  all  the  intermediate 

*  paragraphs  out ;  for  which  reafon,  I  fhall  conclude 

*  with  moving  for  this  amendment,    That  i£c.  (as 

*  before  mentioned.)' 

The  anfvver  made  to  this  argument  was  In  fub- 
ftance  thus  : 

*  My  Lords,  the  noble  Lord  v/ho  propofed  the  Anfwer  to 

*  amendment  to  the  morion  now  before  us,  fet  out  the  argu- 

*  with  fuch  an  eulogium  upon  it,  that  I  imagined  he  ^"^^"^  ^^^^" 

*  was  to  agree  with  it  in  every  particular  •,  and  I  be- "  " 

*  gan  to  indulge  myfelf,  with  the  hopes  of  having 

*  the  fatisfa6tion  to  find,  that  his  Lordfhip's  opinion 

*  was  the  fame  with  mine.     I   was  o;Ia^  to  hear  his 


meiu. 


t>' 


Lordfhip  acknowledge,  that  the  motion  had  been 
drawn  up  with  a  great  deal  of  zeal,  a  great  deal 
of  prudence,  and  a  great  deal  of  caution  :  In  this 
I  agree  with  him  •,  for  1  think  the  motion  ma.ic 
to  us  by  the  noble  Duke,  is  fo  prudently,  and  fc> 
cautioufly  worded,  that  1  am  furprifed  to  hear  the 
leaft  objedlion  made  to  it. 

'  If  by  any  fuch  addrefs,  my  Lords,  dus  houfe 
were  to  be  precluded  from  all  future  inquiries  ;  nay, 
my  Lords,  if  there  were  any  words  in  the  addrels 

'  now 


Parliamentary     A.  17^  ^ . 

now  propofed,  which  might  be  interpreted  as  an 
exprefs  approbation  of  any  particular  meafure  that 
has  been  purfued,  I  fhould  think  there  might  be 
reafon  for  the  amendment  propofed  ,  but  as  no 
fuch  thing  can  be  prefumed,  from  any  part  of  the 
motion  made  to  us,  I  cannot  find  the  lead  reafon 
for  fuch  a  thorough  reformation,  as  what  is  pro- 
pofed by  the  amendment.  I  have  as  great  a  re- 
gard for  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parliament,  as 
any  Lord  in  this  houfe  *,  but  I  likewife  have  a  great 
regard  for  the  duty  and  refped  we  owe  to  the 
King  j  and,  after  his  Majefty  has  been  gracioufly 
pleafed,  in  his  fpeech,  to  give  us  fo  full  an  account 
of  his  condu6t,  I  muft  leave  it  to  your  Lordfhips 
to  confider,  how  odd,  how  difrefpedful  it  v/ould 
look  in  us,  to  take  no  manner  of  notice  in  our  an- 
fwer,  of  any  one  thing  he  has  told  us,  but  only  in 
general  to  thank  him  for  his  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  to  declare,  what  I  hope  no  man  has 
juft  reafon  to  doubt  of.  Would  not  people  gene- 
rally from  thence  conclude,  that  we  regarded  very 
little  what  his  Majefty  had  told  us,  and  would  not 
his  enemies  from  thence  imagine,  that  his  Parlia* 
ment  put  no  confidence  in  him  ?  This  is  what  the 
noble  Duke  was  aware  of  -,  and  therefore,  to  fliev/ 
our  refpe6l  to  his  Majefty,  he  has  touched  gene- 
rally, upon  every  thing,  that  his  Majefty  has  been 
pleafed  to  mention  in  his  fpeech  •,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  his  morion  is  conceived  in  fuch  terms, 
as  cannot  any  way  interfere  with  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  this  houfe,  or  with  any  of  our  future 
proceedings. 

^  As  for  our  former  treaties  and  negotiations,  it 
is  not  my  bufinefs,  at  prefent,  to  vindicate  all  or 
any  of  them  ;  but  as  they  have  been  taken  notice 
of  by  other  Lords  in  this  debate,  I  hope  your 
Lordfhips  will  indulge  me  with  leave,  to  make 
fome  few  obfervations  upon  them.  In  treating 
and  negotiating  with  foreign   powers,  I  do  not 

'  know. 
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know,  my  Lords,  that  any  general  rules  can  be 
eftabliflied  ;  for  whatever  rules  we  may  j^rcfcribe 
to  ourfelves,  we  can  prelcribe  none  to  the  foreign 
courts  we  have  to  do  with  -,  and  therefore,  we  mult 
always  dire6l  our  meafures,  according  to  the  hu- 
mours we  Hnd  in  them,  and  according  to  the  va- 
rious incidents  that  occur.     This  was  the  cafe  with 
refpedl  to  the  treaty  of  Hmiover  :    A  dangerous 
league  had  been  formed  againft  the  honour,    tlie 
trade,    and  the  poflelTions  of  this  nation  :    Thcle 
defigns  we  had  given  no  occafion  to,  by  any  falic 
flep,  by  any  provocation,  or  by  any  mifmanage- 
ment  on  our  parts  ;  but  after  we  found  they  were 
actually  formed,  it  became  neceffary  for  us  to  con- 
cert meafures  for  preventing  their  execution  ;  and 
that  was  etfedually  done  by  the  treaty  o^  Hanaver. 
This  was  all  that  was,  or  could  be  intended  by  that 
treaty,  and   every   one   knows,   how  effedual   it 
proved,     for  the  purpofe   it    was    dcfigned :  We 
thereby  difappointed  all  the  warlike  projects  o^Spa'm 
againft  this  nation  -,  and  after  we  had  convinced 
them,  that  they  could  get  no  advantage  by  being 
at  enmity  with  us,  then,  and  not  till  then,  was  it  a 
time  to  think  of  reftoring  a  good  correfpondence 
between  the  two  nations  ;  and   this  was  fully  ef- 
fectuated by  die  treaty  of  Seville.     We  had  then 
nothing  to  do,  but  to  make  up  that  breach,  which 
the  Imperial  court  had  made  between  us  and  them, 
by  their  entering  into  the  league  with  Spain  againl): 
us  •,  and  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna^    not  only  this 
breach  was  made  up,  but  a  thorough  reconcilement 
was  efrablifhed,  to  all  human  appearance,  between 
the  Emperor  and  Spain  :  By  this  lall  treaty,  there- 
fore, it  mud  be  granted,  that  the  affvUrs  o{  Europe 
were  put  upon  juft  fuch  a  footing  as   vve  ought  to 
defire  •,    and  if  treaties  fince  made,    or   meafures 
fince  purfued  by  foreign  courts,    have  overturned 
or  dillurbed  the  eflabhfliment  that  was  then  matie, 
furely  we  are  not  to  be  blamed  •,  for  I  know   of 

'  no 
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no  treaty  we  have  fince  concluded,  nor  any  nego- 
tiation we  have  fince  carried  on,  except  thofe  we 
have  lately  been  obliged  to  conclude  or  carry  on, 
either  for  preventing  the  prefent  war,  or  for  re- 
ftoring  the  peace  of  Europe  •,  and  if  thefe  lad  prove 
as  effectual  as  our  former  treaties  and  negotiations 
have  done,  neither  this  houfe  nor  the  nation  will 
have  any  reafon  to  find  fault  with  them. 
'  Nov/,  my  Lords,  with  refped  to  the  feveral 
paragraphs,  propofed  by  the  amendment  to  be  Mt 
out  of  the  motion,  let  us  but  confider  them  one 
after  another,  and  we  fhall  find  them  all  conceived 
in  fuch  general  terms,  that  there  can  be  no  good 
reafon  aiTigned  for  leaving  any  of  them  out  •,  and 
the  refpedl  v/e  owe  to  his  Majefly,  mufl;  be  a  flrong 
argument  in  favour  of  every  one  of  them  •,  becaufe 
we  are  certainly  in  duty,  nay,  in  common  de- 
cency, bound  to  take  fome  fort  of  notice,  of  every 
thing  he  has  mentioned  in  his  fpeech.  By  the 
firft,  we  only  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  care,  in 
preventing  our  being  unnecellarily  engaged  in  the 
war.  Do  we  by  this,  my  Lords,  either  affirm  or 
deny  our  being  engaged,  by  the  treaty  of  Viennay 
or  by  any  other  treaty,  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  war  ? 
Have  we  then  any  occafion  to  confult  the  treaty 
of  Viemia^  before  we  agree  to  the  making  of  this 
return  to  his  Majefty's  fpeech  ?  Suppok  it  fliould 
afterwards  appear,  that  v/e  were  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna^  or  otherwife,  engaged  to  have  joined  in 
the  war  at  the  very  beginning  ;  will  what  is  now 
propofed,  preclude  our  inquiry  into  that  affair,  or 
will  any  cenfure  we  can  pafs  upon  thofe  who  ad- 
vifed  the  contrary,  fnew  any  inconfiilency  in  the 
proceedings  of  this  houfcP  And  as  to  our  acknow- 
ledgments to  his  Majefty,  in  relation  to  his  having 
concerted  meafjres  with  the  Dutch^  for  reftoring 
the  public  tranquility  -,  this  too  is  conceived  in  fuch 
general  terms,  that  we  neither  affirm  nor  deny  his- 
having  done  fo  s  therefore,  we  are  left  at  full  liberty 
I  '  to 
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to  confider  this  affair  likewifc  hereafter,  anil  ro 
come  to  fuch  refolutions,  as  may  then  appear  jull 
and  reafonable. 

'  As  tliis  paragraph  of  th.e  adclrcfs  propofed,  is 
conceived  in  fuch  general  terms,  I  do  not  tliink  it 
at  all  neceffary  for  us  at  prcfent  to  inquire,  how 
far  we  are  engaged  by   the  treaty   of  Vienna^  or 
how  fiir  his  Majefty  and  the  States  General  have 
proceeded  in  concert  together  •,   but  allow  me,  my 
Lords,  to  lay  fomcthing  in  anfwer  to  what  has  been 
alledgcd  upon  both  thele  heads.     With  regard  to 
our  engagements   by  the  treaty   of  Vienna  \  it  is 
true,  the  Emperor  has  demanded  fliccours  from 
us,  and  infifrs  that  we  are,  by  that  treaty,  obliged 
to  furnifh  them  ;    but  as  this  war  v/as  occafioned 
by  the  affairs  of  Poland^  in  which  we  had  no  con- 
cern, it  is  certain  we  are  no  way  obliged,  by  that 
treaty,  or  any  other  I  know  of,  to  furnifh  any  fuc- 
cours,  either  to  him,  or  to  any  other  power  nov/ 
engaged  in  the  war.     Then  as  to  the  concert  be- 
tween the  Dutch  and  us,  tho'  the  forms  of  their 
government,  did  not  allow  them  to  join  with  us 
at  firft  in  the  treaty  of  Vienna^  yet  the  negotiation 
antecedent  to  that  treaty,  muft  certainly  have  been 
carried  on  in  concert  with  them,  becaufe  they  are 
named  as  principal  contracting  parties  in  the  treaty  -, 
and  they  acceded  to  ir,  as  foon  as  the  ncceffiry 
forms  of  their  governnient  v/ould  admit.     Their 
acceffion  may  have  been,  for  what  I  know,   clog- 
ged with  feveral  reflriclions  and  limitations  ;  but 
whatever  thefe  reftricflions  or  limitations  werc%   it 
is  certain  that  the  Emperor,  in  the  prefent  con- 
jun61:ure,  looks  upon  them  to  be  as  much  obliged 
as  v/e  arc,  to  furnifli  him  v/ith  the  ftipulated  fuc- 
coiirs,    and  has  accordingly  made  as  peremptory 
demands  for  thefe  lliccoiirs  upon  the  Dutd\   as  he 
has  made  upon  us. 

Vol.  XIL  X  '  '  The 
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*  The  treaty  of  Neutrality  has  likewife  been  men- 
tioned, as  conckided  by  the  Dutch^  without  any 
concert  with  us.  Whether  the  defign  of  that 
treaty  was  communicated  to  this  court,  I  fhall 
not  take  upon  me  to  to  determine  -,  but  as  neither 
the  Dutch  nor  we  had  any  concern  in  the  war  at 
the  beginning,  or  can  hereafter  be  any  way  con- 
cerned in  the  war,  unlefs  that  barrier  fhould  be  at- 
tacked, or  that  either  of  the  parties  engaged  fhould 
attempt  to  carry  their  conquefts  fo  far,  as  to  en- 
danger the  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  furely  their 
concluding  a  treaty  of  neutrality  for  that  barrier, 
could  no  way  concern  us,  nor  can  it  be  looked  on 
as  any  way  inconfiftent  with  that  concert,  which 
ought  to  be  kept  up  between  us,  efpecially  con- 
fidering,  that  even  by  that  treaty  they  referve  to 
themfelves  a  liberty  of  fulfilling  all  their  engage- 
ments to  the  Emperor,  and  would,  notwithflanding 
that  treaty,  be  at  full  liberty  to  engage  iu  the  war, 
if  either  party  fhould,  under  pretence  of  what  has 
happened  in  Poland,  attempt  to  overturn  the  ba- 
lance of  power  in  Europe, 

*■  The  Dutch,  it  is  true,  my  Lords,  have  not  as 
yet  made  any  augmentation  of  their  forces,  either 
by  fea  or  land  ;  but  we  may  eafily  find  a  reafon 
for  it,  if  w^e  will  but  recoiled  the  great  redu6lion 
they  had  adlually  refolved  to  make  of  their  land 
forces,  juft  before  the  prefent  war  broke  out.  This 
redudtion  they  have  ever  fmce  fufpended,  on  ac- 
count of  the  war,  and  for  no  other  reafon  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  to  be  looked  on  as  an  augmentation 
made  in  concert  with  us,  for  rendering  more  ef- 
fccluvil  thofe  meafures  we  may  jointly  take  for  re- 
ftoring  the  public  tranquility,  and  eftabli filing 
the  balance  of  power.  From  all  which,  I  think 
it  is  evident,  that  the  concert  between  the  Dutch 
and  us,  which  is  fo  necelTary  for  both  our  interefls, 
has  been  exadly  obferved  by  both,  in  every  mea- 
liire  in  which  we  had  a  joint  concern. 

*  The 
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'  The  next  paragraph  propofed  to  be  kfc  our,  is 
•  that  by  which  we  declare  our  fatisfadlion  in  obfcrv- 
ing,  that  his  Majcfly's  good  offices  have  been  ac- 
cepted ofi  and  that  a  plan  of  peace  may  be  fliort- 
ly  OiTcred  to  the  parties  concerned  :   As  his  Ma- 
jcfty  has,  in  his  fpeech,  been  pleafed  to  mention  both 
thefe  particulars  to  us,  it  would,  my  Lords,  in  my 
opinion,   be  very  difrcfpecirbful  in  us,  not  to  fay  one 
word  of  either  in  our  addrefs,  by  way  of  return  to 
his  Majefty's  fpeech  •,    and   the  noble  Dake  has 
propofed  to  mention  them  in  fach  a  general  man- 
ner, that  I  wonder  to  hear  it  found  fault  with.     It 
is  not  to  be  queftioned,  but  that  all  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  war  will  declare,  they  are  ready  to  except 
of  reafonable  terms  -,  fuch  declarations  are  not,  in- 
decd^  of  any  great  confequence  ;  but,   my  Lordsj 
the  acceptation  of   good  offices   is  a  great  deal 
more  -,  it  is  in  fom.e  manner  the  accepting  of  a 
mediation,  and  fubmitting,  as  it  v/ere,  to  the  arbi- 
tration of  a  third  party.     Declarations  may  per- 
haps be  eafily  obtained,  and  may  be  of  no  eifcci 
when  obtained  *,  but  the  acceptation  of  a  media- 
tion, or  of  good  offices,  is  not  fo  eafily  obtained  5 
we  know  that  they  have  been  often  refufed,  and 
the  accepting  of  them  always  fliews  a  great  defe- 
rence and  refped:  to  the  power  whofe  good  offices 
are  accepted  of;  and  therefore  it  is  no  way  be- 
neath   the  dignity   of  this    houfe   to  declare  our 
fatisfadion  in  obferving,  that  his  Majcfty's  good 
offices  have  been  accepted. 

'  As  to  the  plan  to  be  oiTered  to  tlie  confideration 
of  the  parties  concerned,  if,  by  vyhat  is  propofed, 
we  were  to  declare  our  approbiition  of  that  plan, 
there  would  be  fome  reafon  tor  the  obj"ction  made  j 
but  as  we  are  to  declare  norhino;  in  relation  to  the 
plan  itfclf,  and  as  we  muff  prefume,  that  no  plan 
will  be  offered  by  his  Majeity,  but  fiicli  a  one  as 
he  thinks  all  parties  concerned  ought  to  accept,  the 

X  2  '  acknovv- 
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acknowledging  his  Majefly's  vigilance  for  the  re- 
po(t  of  Cbrift en do??i,  in  that  rcfped,  cannot  furely 
be  any  way  inconfiftent  with  the  dignity  of  this 
houfe,  nor  can  it  be  attended  v/ith  any  bad  con- 
fequences  •,  for  if  this  houfe  fliould  afterwards  find 
fault  with  the  plan  offered,  and  fliould  refolve  to 
cenfure  thofe  who^advifed  it,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
motion  now  before  us,  that  can  any  way  obftrud  or 
prevent  fuch  a  proceeding. 

'  The  hiil  paragraph  found  fault  with,  is  faid  ta 
be  a  threatening  paragraph,  and  we  have  been  told, 
that  the  nation  is  not  now  in  a  condition  to  threaten. 
Upon  this,  my  Lords,  I  fhall  obferve,  in  ge- 
neral, that  if  the  nation  be  in  no  condition  to- 
threaten,  we  are  the  more  obliged  to  his  Majefty 
for  the  care  he  has  taken  to  prevent  our  being  un- 
neceffarily  engaged  in  the  prefent  war.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  cannot  agree  with  the  noble  Lord  in 
thinking  that  there  is  a  threat,  or  any  thing  like  a- 
threat  in  this  paragraph  •,  and  if  there  were,  I  am 
very  fure  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  levelled 
againft  any  but  thofe  who  may  deferve,  and  mytl 
expedl  fomething  more  than  threats,  let  the  nation 
be  in  Vv^hat  condition  it  will :  What  is  faid  in  this- 
paragragh,.  cannot  be  prefumed  to  be  levelled 
againft  any  but  thofe  who  fliall  endeavour  to  amufe 
us  with  vain  hopes,  in  order  to  bring  the  fecurity 
of  his  Majcdy  and  his  kingdoms,  into  real  dan- 
ger, by  overturning  the  balance  cf  power  in 
Europe :  In  fuch  a  cafe,  though  this  nation  might 
not  perhaps,  be  diredly  and  immediately  attack- 
ed, yet,  it  i^  to  be  hoped,  we  would  not  look 
quietly  and  cowardly  on,  till  it  was  out  of  our 
power  to  de&nd  ourfelVes  :  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, but  his  Majeily  would,  in  time,  concert  pro- 
per meafures  for  the  fecurity  and  prefervation  of 
his  ci'own  and  kijigdoms  •,  and,  I  hope  this  houfe 
will  always  be  ready  to  fupport  his  Majcfty  in  all 
fuch  meailires.  Thcrefoi'e,  my  Lords,  if  there  be 
J  '  at 
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at  prefent  no  power  in  Europe  endcavouiirig  to 
amiiie  us  with  luch  hopes,  there  is  nothing  in  tliis 
paragraph  that  can  be  taken  as  a  threat  by  any 
power  in  Europe^  and  if  there  be  any  fuch  defigns 
fecretly  harboured,  thofe  wlio  harbour  them^  not 
only  deferve  to  be  threatened,  but  they  ought  to 
be  attacked  as  foon  as  they  attempt  to  put  them 
in  execution. 

'  The  late  treaty  with  Denmark  is  not  fo  much 
as  mentioned  in  the  motion  now  made  to  us,  and 
therefore  I  cannot  fee  what  we  have  to  do  with  it 
at  prefent.  His  Majefty  has  indeed  told  us,  that 
he  has  concluded  fuch  a  treaty  ;  and  he  has  told 
the  other  I^oufe,  that  it  is  to  be  laid  before  them, 
becaufe  it  is  to  be  attended  with  fome  expence ; 
This,  my  Lords,  is  the  only  reafon  his  Majefty 
can  have  for  laying  any  treaty  before  either  houfe 
of  Parliament,  before  it  be  called  for  by  the  houfe  •, 
and  as  that  expence  is  to  be  firll  confidered  by  the 
other  houfe,  therefore  his  Majefty  told  them,  that 
he  had  ordered  the  treaty  to  be  laid  before  them  ; 
but  iF  any  of  your  Lordftiips  has  a  mind  to  move 
for  that  treaty's  b2ing  laid  before  this  houfj,  I  ftiali 
be  fo  ready  to  agree  to  it,  that  I  ftiail  fecond  the 
motion  ;  and  till  it  be  laid  before  us,  I  cannot  ice 
hov/  it  can  properly  come  under  our  confidcra- 
tion.  However,  I  lliall,  in  the  mean  time,  make 
this  general  remark,  that  if  we  fhould  have  the 
misfortune  of  being  obliged  to  engage  in  the  war. 
It  muft  be  granted,  that  it  would  be  very  proper 
to  have  Denmark  of  our  fide,  and  that  there- 
fore it  was  not  only  proper  but  neceffiry  to  con- 
clude this  treaty  with  them  ;  for  if  this  treaty  had 
not  been  concluded,  every  one  may  judge  what  fore 
of  treaty  would  have  been  concluded  with  that  court. 
'  That,  my  Lords,  I  hope  I  have  flievvn,  th#t 
there  is  nothing  in  the  motion  made  to  us  by  the 
noble  Duke,  that  is  any  way  inconfiftent  with  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe  \  that  there  is  no- 
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'  thing  but  what  is  neceflary  for  (hewing  our  duty 
'  and  refpeci:  to  his  Majefty  •,  and  therefore  I  hope 
'  your  L.ordfhips  will  be  of  opinion  with  me,  that 
^  there  is  no  occafion  for  the  amendment  pro- 
^  pofed.' 

To  this  it  was  replied  in  fubilance  as  follows,  viz, 

'  The  do6lrine,  now  laid  down  to  us,  feems  to 
'  me,    my  Lords,  extremely  new,    and  abfolutely 

inconfiftent  with  the  ancient  method  of  proceeding 
'  in  Parliament.     We  are  now  told,  that  we  fhall 

be  wanting  in  that  refpect  which  is  due  to  his  Ma- 

jc^ly,  if  we  do  not  in  our  addrefs  take  fome  no- 
^  tice  of  every  particular  mentioned  in  his  Majefty's 
'  fpeech.  This,  my  Lords,  is  fomething  very  ex- 
'  traordinary  :    The  ancient,  and  what  ought  to  be 

*  the  only  defign  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech  to  his  Par- 
'  liament,  at  the  opening  of  their  fefiion,  was  to  in- 
'  form  them  of  his  reafons  for  calling  them  toge- 
'  ther,  and  of  the  demands  he  had  to  make  upon 
^  them  ;  and  to  anfwer  every  particular  mentioned 
'  in  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  was  always  hitherto  under- 
'  ftood  to  be  the  bafincfs  of  the  whole  feftion  of  Par- 
'  liament,  and  not  the  bufinefs  of  the  firft  or  fecond 
^  day  of  that  fcinon.     The  addreftes  of  Parliament, 

*  by  way  of  anfwer  or  return  to  this  fpeech,  were 

*  formerly  never  any  thing  more  but  a  general  ac- 
^  knowiedgmcnt  of  thanks  for  the  fpeech  from  the 

*  throne,  and  general  ailurances  of  loyalty  and  fide- 
"^  lity  to  the  King,  and  offupporting  him  in  what- 
^  ever  fhould  appear  to  them  to  be  reafonable.     The 

*  King  was  fo  far  from  expefting  to  have  every  par- 

*  ticular  anfvvered  in  that  addrefs,  and  high  compli- 

*  ments  made  on  every  paragraph  of  his  fpeech,  that 
^  happy  was  our  King,  of  old,  if  he  could  but  get  a 

*  proper  anfwer  to  each  particular  during  the  whole 
^  kfiion.  Our  Parliaments  were  not  then  fo  ready 
^  to  grant,  nor  had  they  lb  much  pclitenefs  a^  to  pafs 
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any  compliments  without  a  due  confidcTation,  nnd 
without  being  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  and  ju- 
ftice  of  what  they  were  to  fay  :  But  if  this  new 
dodlrine  prevails,  we  fhall  have  fpeechcs  made  at 
the  beginning  of  each  fefTion,  not  with  a  defign  to 
inform  the  Parliament  of  the  true  ftate  of  affaiis, 
or  to  acquaint  them  with  the  King's  demands,  but 
contrived  by  the  Minifters,  on  purpofe  to  catch  at 
compliments,  and  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  the  people 
with  panegyrics  bedowcd  upon  their  meafures  by 
both  houfes  of  Parliament. 

'  In  the  language  of  Parliament,  my  Lords,  we 
are  not  only  to  take  care  not  to  affirm  exprefsly, 
or  deny  what  may  afterwards  appear  to  be  other- 
wife  5  but  we  are  to  take  care  not  even  to  infinuate 
what  may  afterwards  appear  to  be  filfe.  In  this 
light,  my  Lords,  let  us  confider  the  motion  that 
has  been  made  to  us,  and  we  fhall  find,  that  every 
paragraph  propofed  to  be  left  out,  bears  an  infi- 
nuation  of  a  fad:,  which  may  afterwards  appear  to 
the  whole  world  to  be  falfe  ;  and  if  it  fhould  hap- 
pen fo,  I  leave  to  your  Lordfhips  to  confider,  what 
the  world  muft  fiy  of  the  honour  and  good  fenfe 
of  this  houfe  ;  for  furely  they  cannot  approve  of 
both.  Lords  may  fiy  what  they  will  of  this  houfc's 
not  being  precluded  by  any  thing  in  the  addrefs, 
or  prevented  from  future  inquiries  or  cenfures  .  It 
is  true,  my  Lords,  as  a  houfe  of  Parliament,  we 
are  not  -,  but  I  will  iliy,  that  the  pafTing  of  fuch 
compliments,  as  have  of  late  been  too  ufual  in 
our  addrefTes,  is  a  fort  of  foreftalling  the  opi- 
nions of  many  Lords  in  this  houfe  ;  for  after  my 
having  agreed  to  a  panegyric,  either  exprefs  or 
by  infinuation,  upon  any  meafure  purfued  by  the 
minifters,  I  fliould  be  forry  to  find  afterwards  that 
fuch  a  meafure  defer ved  cenfure  ;  and  therefore  it 
is  certain,  it  v/ould  be  difficult  to  convince  me  of  it ; 
nay,    even    afcer   conviction,    I    believe  human 
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^  weaknefs  would  make  me  loth  to  agree  to  the  put- 
'  ting  a  public  mark  of  ignominy  upon  that,  which 
^  I  had  formerly  agreed  to  applaud,  even  by  infi- 

*  nuation. 

'  Having  now  endeavoured  to  fhew,   that  our  re- 

*  fpe6l  to  the  King,  or  the  generality  of  the  expref- 
'  fions  propofed  to  be  made  ufe  of,  can  be  no  argu- 
'  ment  for  our  defcending  into  fo  many  particulars  -» 
'  allow  me,  my  Lords,  to  defcend  into  thofe  par- 
'  ticulars,  and  examine  every  one  of  them  fepa- 
*■  rately,  by  way  of  reply  to  the  obfervations  the 

*  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed  to  miake  on  them  ; 
'  but  firft  let  me  take  fome  notice  of  what  the  noble 

*  Duke  fliid  in  relation  to  our  former  treaties  and 
*■  negotiations.  He  told  us,  that  in  treating  with 
''  foreign  powers,  no  general  rules  could  be  eftablilli- 
^  ed  j  in  which  I  mu(t  beg  leave  to  differ  from  him  •* 
^  for,  I  believe  there  are  many  general  rules  may  be 
'  eilablilhed :  I  fhall  mention  only  two,  which  are, 

*  That  we  ought  always  to  obferve,  and,  as  punc- 
'  tually  as  poffible,  comply  wirh  the  terms  of  thofe 
'  treaties  we  enter  into  :  And  the  other  general  rule 
^  is,  That  we  ought  to  enter  into  no  treaties  but 
'  fuch  as  are  for  the  intereft  of  our  native  country. 
^  Thefe  are  two  general  rules  ,  Vv^hich  are,  by 
'  the  nature  of  things,  eftablifhed,  thoiigh  I  doubt 

*  much  if  they  have  been  alvvays  obfcrved.  By 
-  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  my  Lords,  we  are  told, 
'  that  dangerous  defigns  againft  this  nation  were 
^  prevented  -,  defigns  v/hich  had  been  formed  againft 

*  us  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  between  the  Emperor 
'  and  Spain  :  But  this  is  a  flifl  that  has  always  been 
'  difputed  -,  and  if  the  fa6l  was  falfe,  I  am  very  fure 

*  the  treaty  of  Hanover  was  very  much  contrary  to 
^  the  intereft  of  this  nation  :  Nay,  confidering  how 
^  improbable  it  is,  that  the  Imperial  court  would 
^  enter  into  the  meafures  then  attributed  to  them  ; 
^  or  that  tlie  Lnperial  and  Spanifh  courts,  united 
^  tPgcther,  could  conceive  hopes  of  doing  any  great 
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injury  to  Britain ^  there  is  ibme  rcafon  to  believe, 
that  the  ilory  was  invented  by  a  court,  whofe  in- 
terefl:  it  then  was  to  break,  by  any  means,  the  good 
correfpondence  that  was,  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna^ 
eftabhlhed  between  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Ma- 
drid,  and  whofe  interell  it  will  always  be  to  fo- 
ment jealoufics  and  divifions  between  the  courts  of 
Vienna^  Madrid  and  London.  I  will  agree  with 
the  noble  Duke,  that  the  correfpondence  between 
Spain  and  us,  which  was  broke  off  by  the  treaty  of 
Hanover,  was,  in  fome  meafure,  I  will  not  fay 
altogether,  reftored  by  the  treaty  of  Seville  -,  but  I 
wifli  he  had  told  us,  at  whofe  expence  that  corref- 
pondence was  reftored,  or  what  other  honour  or 
advantage  the  nation  reaped  from  that  treaty  •,  and 
if,  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna,  a  correfpondence  was 
reftored  between  the  Emperor  and  us,  I  am  afraid 
our  correfpondence  with  Spain  was,  by  that  new 
treaty,  a  little  difturbed  j  and  the  union,  which 
now  fubfifts  between  France  and  Spain,  was  effec- 
tually eftabliflied  :  So  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  do 
not  fee,  that  this  nation  has  many  advantages  to 
brag  of  from  our  late  treaties  and  negotiations ; 
and  if  the  treaty  o^  Vienna,  between  the  Emperor 
and  Spain,  was  not  fuch  a  treaty  as  it  was  moft  in- 
duftrioufly  reprefented  by  us  to  be,  I  am  very  cer- 
tain the  nation  has  already  greatly  fuffered  by  the 
miftake,  and  may  fuffer  a'great  deal  more  in  time 
to  come, 

'  But  now,  my  Lords,  to  return  to  the  paragraphs 
of  the  motion  which,  by  the  amendment,  are  pro- 
pofed  to  be  left  out.  I'o  thefe  I  fliall  fpeak  with 
the  more  freedom,  becaufe  I  do  not  think  his  Ma- 
jefty  any  way  concerned  in  the  queftion.  I  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  join  in  acknowledging  our  duty 
and  fidelity  to  the  King  -,  but  when  we  are  to  pafi 
compliments  upon  meafures,  it  is  to  the  miniftcrs 
we  make  thefe  compliments,  and  I  fhall  never  be 
for  this  houfe's  defccnding  fo  low,  as  blindly  to 
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pais  compliments  on  them.  By  the  firft:  of  thefe 
paragraphs  we  are  to  acknowledge  the  care  of  the 
minifters,  in  preventing  our  being  unneceflarily 
engaged  in  the  prefent  war.  My  Lords,  if  this 
be  not  a  dired  affirmation,  it  is  as  ftrong  an  infi- 
nuation  as  this  houfe  can  make,  that  we  were  no 
way  obliged,  either  by  treaty  or  by  intereft,  to  en- 
gage in  the  prefent  war  *,  and  if,  upon  inquiry,  it 
fhouki  afterwards  come  out,  that  we  were,  from  the 
very  beginning,  obliged,  both  by  treaty  and  by 
intereft,  to  have  engaged  in  the  war,  what  would 
the  world  think  of  this  houfe,  if  we  fhould  agree 
to  the  addrefv  this  day  propofed  ;  nay,  I  muft 
appeal  to  the  Lords  that  are  againft  me  in  this 
motion,  what  they  would  think  of  themfelves  for 
having  agreed  to  fuch  an  addrefs  ;  they  v/ould  be 
obliged  to  acknowledge,  at  leaft,  that  they  had 
been  impofed  on,  and  fuch  an  acknowledgment  can 
add  nothing  to  the  chara6ler  of  any  man,  much 
lefs  can  it  add  to  the  character  of  any  Lord  of  Par- 
liament. 

'  If  there  were  then  no  manner  of  reafon  to  pre- 
fume,  that  we  were  any  way  obliged  to  engage  in 
the  prefent  war,  v/e  ought  not,  my  Lords,  to 
come  in  blindly  to  the  making  of  fuch  an  infinua- 
tion  in  our  addrefs:  But,  in  the  prefent  cafe  there 
is  fome  reafon  to  prefume,  that  we  were  actually 
obliged,  if  not  to  engage  as  principals,  at  leaft  to 
engage  as  allies  and  guarantees.  The  noble  Duke 
has  told  us,  that  the  Emperor  has  not  only  de- 
demanded  the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  the  treaty  of 
Vienna^  but  infifts  upon  it,  that  we  ought  diredlly 
to  furniai  them.  «*1  (hall  not  pretend  to  fay,  my 
Lords,  that  the  Imperial  miniftersare  in  the  right  ^ 
on  the  contrary,  I  hope  they  have  no  manner  of 
reafon  for  the  demand  they  have  made  *,  but  as  we 
liave  neieher  feen  the  treaty  o^Vie?ina^  nor  the  rea-^ 
fonsalledged  by  the  Imperial  court  for  the  demand 
they  have  made,  fvircly  we  ought  not  thus  blindly 
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to  infinuate,    that  there  is  nothing  in   what  they 
have  laid  upon  that  ilibjcd:. 

'  Now,  my  Lords,  Jet  us  take  the  other  fide  of 
the  cafe  ;  let  us  luppole  that  we  were  no  way 
obliged,  either  in  honour  or  intcred,  to  concern 
ourfelves  in  the  prelent  war  :  In  fuch  a  cafe,  what 
would  that  minifter  have  deferved,  that  fliould 
have  advifed  his  Majcfty  to  plunge  the  nation  into 
a  war,  in  which  we  had  no  manner  of  concern  ? 
Would  not  he  have  deferved  the  hlgheft  refcnr- 
ment  of  this  houfe,  would  not  he  havT  delerved 
the  heavieft  vengeance  his  country  could  have 
brought  upon  his  guilty  head  ?  And  Hiall  we,  my 
Lords,  make  a  fine  compliment  to  a  miniiler,  for 
not  doing,  what  ?  For  not  doing  that  for  which  he 
ought  to  have  loft  his  head  upon  a  fcaffold. 
'  I  am  really  furprifcd,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  pre- 
tended, that  the  treaty  of  Vienna  was  concluded, 
or  the  negotiation  for  that  purpofe  carried  on,  in 
concert  with  the  Viitch  -,  fince  it  is  fo  well  known, 
that  they  were  fo  far  from  being  principally  con- 
tradling  parties,  that  it  was  after  long  delays,  and 
with  much  difficulty  that  they  acceded  to  it  -,  and 
that  they  did  not  even  at  laft  accede,  but  under 
fever  J 1  reftri6lions  and  limitations,  and  afrer  hav- 
ing obtained  fevcral  additions  and  explanations,  in 
favour  of  their  own  country  :  They,  like  a  wif^j 
ftate,  took  that  opportunity  to  have  all  difpu:es 
and  di  (Terences  with  the  con  trading  powers,  agreed 
and  fettled  to  their  own  liking  •,  as  they  were,  by 
that  treaty,  to  do  a  very  great  favour  to  the  Em- 
peror, they  took  care  to  have  fomething  in  return  ; 
and  it  were  to  be  wiffied,  that  we  had  ibi lowed 
their  example,  in  every  treaty  we  have  lately  made^ 
They  were,  indeed,  named  in  the  treaty  of  Vieunr, 
as  principal  contracling  parries,  but  liow  they 
came  to  be  fo  I  could  never  yet  comprehend  *,  the 
Imperial  court  fubmitted  to  it,  perhaps  at  that  time,, 
;  bi'caufe  they  had  a  very  great  favour  to  afk,  and  it 

^  v;4s. 
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*  was  very  much  their  interefl:  to  have  the  Dutch  be- 

*  come  parties  in  that  treaty  ;  but  how  we  came  to 
'  fubmjc  to  have  any  power  named,  as  a  principal 

*  contracting  party  in  a  treaty  with  us,  without  their 

*  being  as  ready  to  fign  it  as  we  were,    I  cannot  yet 

*  comprehend. 

*  As  for  their  not  having  made  that  redu6lion  of 

'  their  land-forces,  which  was  propofed  before  the 
'war  broke  out ;  it  is  very  certain  they  have  not, 

*  even  now,  a  greater  number  of  forces,  than  is  ne- 
'  ceflary  for  defending  the  extenfive  frontiers  of  their 
'  country,  and  fupporting  the  many  garrifons  they 
'  are  obliged  to  keep  up  ;  fo  that  if  they  had  made 
'  any  redu(5lion,  they  mud  have  trufted  to  fome  of 
'  their  neighbours  for  their  defence  *,  but,  fuppofing 

*  that  they  might  have  fafely  made  that  redudion, 

*  their  having  fufpended  it,  cannot  be  called  acling 

*  in  concert  with  us  *,  becaufe  we  have  not  only  fuf- 

*  pended  making  that  redud:ion  in  our  land-forces, 

*  which  we  might  eafily  have  made,  and  which  wc 
"•  ought  to  have  made  if  the  war  had  not  broke  out ; 
'  but  we  have  made  large  additions  to  our  forces 
'  both  by  fea  and  land  ;  and  yet  it  mull  be  acknow- 

*  ledged  that  we  are  nor,  by  our  fituation,  fo  im- 
^  mediately  expofed  to  danger  as  the  Dutch  are. 
^  From  hence,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  me  evident,  that 
•"  the  concert  between  the  Dutch  and  us,  can  confift 
'  in  nothing,  but,  as  has  been  already  faid,  in  our 
^  having  acquainted  the  Dutch  with  the  meafures  we 
^  were  to  take,  and  the  expences  we  were  to  put  our- 

*  felves  to  ;  and  fuch  a  concert  does  not,  in  my 
'  opinion,  deferve  a  compliment  from  this  houfe, 
•'  not  even  in  the  mod  general  terms  that  can  be 
'  thought  of. 

'  I  mull  llibmit  to  your  Lordfhips,  whether  the 
^  compliment  propofed  to   be  made,    upon  the  ac- 

*  ceptation  of  our  good  offices,  and  upon  the  plan  of 
'  peace,  does  not  bear  a  very  (Irong  infinuation,  that 
^  we  think  it  wits  reafonable  and  neceffary  for  us  to 

^  offer 
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offer  oar  good  offices  ;  that  thcfe  our  good  offices 
are  accepted  of  in  ilich  a  manner,  as  may  give  great 
hopes  of  their  fuccefs,  and  that  it  was  proper-  for 
us  to  thruft  ourfelves  fo  fiir  into  other  people's  af- 
fairs, with  which  we  declare  we  had  no  concern, 
as  to  propofe  a  plan  for  an  agreement  •,  and  confi- 
dering  the  profound  ignorance  we  have  been  kept 
in,  with  relation  to  all  our  late  foreign  tranfadiions, 
I  do  not  fee  how  we  can,  in  honour,  pretend  to 
make  any  fuch  infinuations.  It  is  an  old  obferva- 
tion,  my  Lords,  that  arbiters  often  draw  upon 
themfelves  the  refentment  of  both  the  parties  at  va- 
riance :  In  private  life,  it  is  always  reckoned  a 
dangerous  undertaking,  efpecially  when  the  arbi- 
tration is  offered,  without  being  defired  by  either 
of  the  parties  concerned  :  In  public  affairs  the 
maxim  will  hold  equally  true,  and  therefore  no 
wife  ftate  will  be  ready  to  intermeddle  in  foreign 
broils,  unlefs  by  fuch  intermeddling  they  have  a 
viev/  of  procuring  fome  particular  advantage  to 
themfelves  :  The  balance  of  power  in  Europe  is 
not  yet  in  fuch  a  dangerous  (late,  as  to  require  our 
being  fo  very  bufy  and  officious  ;  and  when  it 
comes  to  be  fo,  the  other  powers  of  Europe^  not 
yet  engaged  in  the  war,  are  as  much  interefted, 
and  ought  to  intermeddle  as  much  as  we  *,  fo  that, 
upon  a  ftri6l:  inquiry,  it  may  perhaps  appear,  that 
even  the  offer  of  thefe  good  offices  was  not  only 
unneceffary,  but  officious,  and  v/ithout  any  view 
to  the  particular  advantage  of  this  nation  :  And  if, 
upon  inquiry,  it  fliould  appear,  that  the  accepta- 
tion of  thefe  good  offices  has  been  made,  by  every 
one  of  the  powers  concerned,  in  fuch  terms  as 
cannot  give  any  hopes  of  fuccefs,  how  can  we  an- 
fwer  to  the  honour  and  the  dignity  of  this  houfe, 
for  making  fuch  anticipated  and  fuch  raffi  infinua- 
tions. 

'  The  plan  to  be  offered  by  us,  may  appear  to  be 
a  wife  and  a  good  one,  it  may  appear  to  be  other- 

*•  wife  i 
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*  wife  j  but,  my  Lords,  if,  upon  inquiry,  it  fhould 
'  appear,  that  even  the  offering  of  our  good  offices 
'  was  rafli  and  officious,  furely  the  propofing  of  a 

*  plan,  and  fetring  ourfeives  up  openly,  as  law-giv- 

*  ers  to  the  other  Princes  and  Hates  of  Europe^  mu(t 
'  appear  to  be  much  more  fo,  and  may  involve  this 
'  nation  in  difficulties  and  dangers,  we  feem  at  pre- 
'  fent  to  be  very  little  aware  of:  It  may  produce 
'  confederacies  againft  us  ;  it  may  unite  the  powers 
'  of  Europe  in  a  league,  to  pull  down  the  pride  gf 
'  Great  Britain  :  which  is  a  cafe  that  has  often  before 
'  happened  •,  a  cafe  by  which  almoft  every  one  of 
'  the  powers  of  Europe  has  been,  fome  time  or  ano- 

*  ther,  brought  very  near  to  their  utter  deftrudtion. 
'  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords,  but  that  the  Butch  may 
'  have  afed  in  concert  with  us,  both  in  the  offering 
'  our  good  offices,  and  in  the  drawing  up  and  pro- 

*  pofing  this  plan  of  peace  v/hich  is  to  be  offered : 

*  In  this,  I  fay,  they  may  have  acted  in  concert  with 
'  us,  becaufe  it  put  them  to  no  expence  ,  but  I  am 
^  afraid  it  will  at  lafb  appear,  nay,  perhaps  they  may 
'  endeavour  to  make  it  appear,  that  their  adfing  in 
'  fuch  a  manner,  proceeded  intirely  from  a  politi- 

*  cal  complailance,    they  were  obliged   to  fliew  to 

*  Great  Britain  ;  fo  that  in  tlic  end,  they  may  get 
^  as  much  honour  and  advantage  as  v/e,  by  the  fuc- 
'  cefs,  and  can  no  way  fuffer  by  the  diiappointment. 

'  As  to  the  threatening  paragraph,  my  Lords,  I 

"-  am  very  fure,  that  if  a  man  in  a  private  company 

'  fliould  fwagger,  and  fwear,  he  would  not  be  amuf- 

^  cd  ;   he  would  not  be  impofed  on  *,  he  would  al- 

'  ways  be  ready  to  ad  that  part  which  v/as  incum- 

*  bent  on  him  to  undertake  :  If  I  were  one  of  the 

*  company,  I  iliould  look  upon  it  as  a  threatening 
*■  fort  of  declaration  ;  and  if  there  had  been  any  dif- 

*  pute  between  him  and  me,  if  I  had  but  refufed  any 
*■  thing  he  defired  of  me,  I  fliould  look  upon  it  as  a 
'  threat  defigned  direclly  againil  me  :  Indeed,  if  fuch 

*  a  bl ullerer  had  hw»d  no  dii'piite  with  any  en?  of  thi: 

J.  *  com- 
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company,  I  fhould  look  upon  him  as  a  bully  and 
a  very  filly  fellow.  In  public  life,  I  think,  my 
Lords,  it  is  the  fame  :  When  it  becomes  necefTary 
for  this  nation  to  a6l,  I  hope  we  fliall  always  adl 
with  that  vigour  and  courage  which  is  worthy  of 
Great  Britain  ;  but  I  fliall  always  be  againll  our 
making  any  bullying  or  bluftering  declarations,  till 
it  becomes  necefTary  for  us  to  carry  them  directly 
in  execution  ;  and  therefore  I  muft  be  againfi:  this 
part  of  the  motion. 

'  It  is  true,  my  Lords,  the  late  treaty  with  Den- 
mark is  not  mentioned  particularly  in  the  motion  ; 
but  when  we  talk  fo  much  of  the  wifdom,  the  right 
reafon,  and  the  prudence  of  his  Majefty's  councils, 
which,  in  the  language  of  Parliament  upon  tliis  oc- 
cafion,  is  underftood  to  be  the  wifdom,  the  right 
reafon,  and  the  prudence  of  his  Majelly's  miniflers, 
I  muft  prefume,  and  all  the  world  wiil,  I  believe, 
prefume,  that  the  late  treaty  with  Den?nark  is  in- 
cluded among  the  reft  ;  and  I  cannot  applaud  the 
wifdom,  the  right  reafon,  and  the  prudence  of  that 
treaty,   before  I  know  what  it  is.     We  arc  told, 
my  Lords,  that  if  that  treaty  had  not  been  conclud- 
ed, fome  other  would  :  I  do  not  know,  my  Lords, 
that  this  nation  is  at  prefent  in  any  danger  of  being 
attacked,  and  therefore  I  do  not  knov/  any  reafon 
we  had  to  pay  a  fubfidy  to  Denma-rk,  in  order  to 
prevent  that  King's  making  any  treaty  he  had  a 
mind  ;  but  if  we  were  to  be  attacked,  furely  we 
are  not  to  become  tributary  to  him,  and  to  pay 
him  a  yearly  tribute,  under  the  name  of  a  fubfidy, 
to  prevent  his  joining  with  any  power  whatever 
againft  us  ;  and  if  the  prefervation  of  the  balance 
of  power  ;  was  the  only  motive  for  entering  into 
fuch  a  treaty,  if  that  was  in  any  real  danger,  he 
was  certainly  as  much  concerned  for  its  preferva- 
tion as  we ;  and  therefore  we  are  not  to  fuppole, 
that  he  would  have  concluded  any  treaty  to  its  dif- 
advantage :  From  fuch  reafoning,  my  Lords,  as  I 

'  have 
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have  this  day  heard  in  this  houfej  one  would  really 
imagine,  that  we  are  to  take  the  care  of  preferving 
the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  intirely  upon  our- 
felves  ;  which  if  we  do  I  can  eafily  forefee,  that 
moft  of  the  Princes  of  Europe  will  always  take  ad- 
vantage of  our  officious  care,  and  our  ridiculous 
apprehenfions,  and  will  refufe  to  ad  with  vigour 
■  even  in  their  own  defence,  unlefs  we  pay  them  a 
'  yearly  fubfidy  for  fo  doing. 

'  I  (hall  conclude,  my  Lords,  with  obfervlng, 
'  that  if  it  was  neceflary  for  his  Majefty,  to  lay  this 
'  treaty  before  the  other  houfe,  becaufe  it  was  to  be 
'  attended  with  fome  expence,  the  very  fame  reafoil 
^  made  it  neceflary  for  his  Majefty  to  order  it  to  be 
'  laid  before  this  houfe  •,  for,  although  grants  of  mo- 
'  ney  are  firil  made  by  the  other  houfe,  no  fuch 
'  grant  can  be  efFcvftual,  without  the  confent  of  this. 
'  It  would  feem  then,  that  when  a  demand  is  to  be 
'  made  on  the  other  houfe,  for  any  grant  of  money, 
^  the  reafon  for  making  fuch  demand  is  to  be  laid 
^  before  them,  without  their  afking  for  it  •,  but  when 
'  we  are  to  confent  to  that  very  grant,  no  reafon  is 

*  to  be  laid  before  us,  unlefs  we  al]<  for  it.  This, 
*-  my  Lords    is  a  different  fort  of  behaviour,  with 

*  refped  to  the  two  houfes,   which  I  fliall  make  no 

*  remark  on,  but  leave  to  your  Lordfhip's  confi- 
^  deration. 

'  From  v/hat  I  have  faid,  my  Lords,  I  hope  I 
^  have  made  it  appear,   that  every  paragraph,   pro-  • 
"  pofed  to  be  left  out  of  the  motion  now  before  us, 

*  is  inconfiftent  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
^  houfe,  and  that  neither  the  duty  nor  the  refpecl  we 
'  owe  to  his  Majeily,  require  our  putting  any  one  of 

*  them  into  our  addrefs  •,  but  that  the  firft  and  lafb 

*  paragraphs  of  the  motion  are  fufficient,  and  as 
'  much  as  by  the  ancient  ulage  of  Parliament,  was 
' -^aiftomary  upon  fuch  bccafions;  and  therefore  I 
^  hope  your  LordftiipSj-^fill  i^gree  to  the  amendment 

*  propoiecL'     -      •  ^ 

^^-  ^  The 
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The  queftion  firft  put  was  as  ufual,  for  agreeing  Queltions 
to  the  amendment  propofed,   upon  which  there  was  P"^- 
a  divifion  ;  and  there  being  but  '^']  Contents  to  89 
Not  Contents,  the  amendment  was  dilagreed  to  by 
a  majority  of  52. 

The  queftion,  confequently,  next  put,  was.  To 
agree  to  the  motion,  which  was  carried  without  a 
divilion-,  and  a  committee  being  named  to  draw  up 
the  addrefs,  they  retired  to  the  Prince's  chamber  ; 
and  being  returned,  the  addrefs  drawn  up  was  read 
and   agreed  to   the   fame   day,  and   is  as  follows, 

VIZ. 

Diejovis^  2^  Januarii^   i734« 

Mojl  gracious  Sovereign, 

*  T"J|rEyour   Majetty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  TheLords 
«     y  y  fubjeds,  the  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  in  ^^^refs. 

'  Parliament  afiembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  return 
'  your  Majsfty  our  unfeigned  thanks  for  your  moft 
'  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne. 

'  The  many  bleftings  we  enjoy,   under  your  Ma- 

*  jefty's  mild  and  aufpicious  government,   are  hap- 

*  pily  felt  by   all  your  people  •,  among  which  your 

*  paternal  care  and  tendernefs  for  their  true  intereft, 

*  in  employing  your  unwearied  endeavours,  to  pre- 

*  vent  their  being  unneceflarily  involved  in  the  pre- 

*  fent    war,    ftand    fignally  diftinguiflied  :    And  it 

*  would  argue  thehigheft  degree  of  ingratitude  in  us, 

*  if  we  did  not  acknowledge  ourfelves   fenfibly  af- 

*  fedted  by  the  benefits  that  have  accrued  from  this 

*  prudent  conduct. 

'  In  this  your  Majefty  has  given  the  world  frcfh 

*  proofs  of  your  juft  fentiments    of  true  and  folid 

*  glory,  fince  you  have  preferred  the  real  profperity 

*  and  eafe  of  your  fubjedb  to  all  other  confiderations  •, 
*•  and  in  that  view  have  concerted  meafures  with  the 
'  States  General  of  the  Umted  Provinces  (the  ancient 

Vol,  XIL  Y  *  and 
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*  and  natural  allies  of  the  Britijh  crown)  for  reftoring 
'  the  public  tranquillity. 

'  It  is  with  the  utmoil  fatisfadlion  we  obferve,  that 
^^^Wconfequence  of  this  proceeding,    the  good  offices 

*  of  your  Majefty,  in  conjundlion  with  them,  have 

*  been  accepted  by  thefeveral  parties  engaged  in  the 

*  war  V  and  we  cannot  fuffer  ourfelves  to  doubt,  but 

*  the  interpofition  of  the  maritime  powers,  united  in 

*  intereft  and  mutual  friendihip,  will  have  its  juft 

*  weight. 

-  '  When  we  turn  our  thoughts  to  the  various  and 
'  ^-  different  views  of  the  Princes  and  powers  concerned, 

*  we  find  ourfelves  obliged,  with  the  utmoft  thank- 
^^*  fulnefs,  toafcribeit  to  your  Majefty 's  uncommon 

*  vigilance  and  attention   to  the  welfare    of  your 

*  people,    and   the  repofe  of  Chriftendom^  that  no 
^  time  hath  been  loft  in  making  ufe  of  any  good 

*  difpofuions  of  the  refpedive  powers  at  variance  ; 
^  and   that   this  faiutary  and  extenfive  work  is  ad- 

;  *'"vanced  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  a  plan  may  ftiortly 
'■'*  be  offered  to  their  confideration,  as  a  bafis  for  a 
^•'  general  treaty. 

^■-  '  The  events  of  negotiations,  as  well  as  of  war, 
" '  are,  in  the  nature  of  things,  liable  to  uncertainty  : 

,'  But  when  we  reflexion  the  many  inftances  we  have 
^<*  experienced,  of  right  reafon  and  prudence  being  the 
'■'governing  rule  of  your  Majefty's  anions,  we  pro- 
::'  mile  ourfelves,  that  thefe  your  generous  labours, 
■:'"for  procuring  univerfal  tranquillity,  will  merit  that 
.^■'  good  fuccefs,  which  all  well-difpofed  minds  wifh 
'^*  they  may  be  attended  with. 

ri; .;  'At  the  fame  time  permit  us  to  affure  your  Ma- 
'  *  -jefty,   that  v/e  are  incapable  of  being  fo  faramufed 

'  by  any  hopes  whatfoever,  as  to  leave  the  fecurity 

*  of  your  Majefty  and  your  kingdoms  expofed  to 
:^  real  dangers  •,  and  that  our  endeavours  fhall  ne- 
'^-*  ver  be  wandng,  to  difappoint  the  vain  expeda- 

*  tions  of  any,  who  fhall  be  fo  prefumptuous,  as 

-  '  to 
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to  imagine  advantages  to  themfelves  from  fuch 
methods. 

'  The  wifdom  of  your  Majefty's  councils,  and 
that  fteadinefs  and  conftancy  which  are  inherent 
in  your  royal  mind,  joined  with  a  harmony  which 
fubfifts  between  your  Majefty  and  that  powerful 
republic,  in  concert  with  which  this  great  tranf- 
adtion  has  been  carried  on,  will,  we  truft,  in  due 
time  prevail  over  all  unreafonable  oppofition  : 
And  that  this  may  be  the  happy  effedl  of  your 
good  offices,  we  beg  leave  to  aflure  your  Majefty, 
with  that  refolution  and  firmncfs  which  become 
the  Peers  of  Great  Britain^  on  fo  important  an 
occafion,  that  we  will  chearfully  fupport  your 
Majefty  in  all  fuch  meafures,  as  may  be  neceffary 
for  procuring  the  bleiTings  of  peace  and  tranquillity, 
or  for  putting  this  nation  in  a  condition  to  a(5l  that 
part,  which  it  may  be  incumbent  on  Great  Britain 
to  undertake. 

*  It  is  a  felicity  which  we  ought,  in  a  mod  affec- 
tionate manner,  to  remember  on  every  occafion  of 
approaching  your  facred  perfon,  that  your  Majefty 
hath  always  efteemed  the  intereft  of  Sovereign  and 
fubje6l,  as  mutual  and  infeparable  ;  and  made  the 
due  execution  and  obfervance  of  the  laws  the  rule 
oi  your  government :  As  your  Majefty,  agreeably 
to  your  repeated  declarations  from  the  throne, 
hath  invariably  held  this  condud  towards  your 
fubjedls,  we  can  entertain  no  doubt,  but  you  will 
find  the  fame  inviolable  and  unfhaken  fidelity,  and 
the  fame  zeal  for  the  true  honour  and  happinefs  of 
your  Majefty,  and  your  kingdoms  fwhich  can 
never  be  divided)  both  from  your  Parliament  and 
your  people. 

'  On  our  parts,  we  humbly  intreat  your  Majefty 
to  accept  the  ftrongeft  afTurances,  that  we  are  de- 
termined, by  a  fteady  courfe  of  loyalty  and  dutiful 
affedVion  to  your  Majefty,  and  a  firm  perfeverance 
in  purfuing  the  true  interefl  of  our  country,  to 
Y  2  *  convince 
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*  convince  the  world,  that  we  mofl:  fericmfly  confi- 
*-  der  the  maintenance  of  our  religion  and  liberties, 
'  as  being  abfolutely  involved  in  the  fecurity  and 

*  fupport  oi  your  Majefty's  perfon  and  government ; 

*  and  in  the  prefervation  of  the  Protejiant  fucceflion 
aiiommo  '  ^  "^  T^"^  roy2i\  houfe  ;  and  that  it  is  the  unalterable 

Icpurpofe  of  our  hearts,  under  the  protedlion  of  the 

*  Divine  Providence,    to  tranfmit  thefe  invaluable 

*  blelTings  fafe  and  intire  to  our  pofterity.* 

-^r;  This  addrefs  was  next  day  prefented  to  his  Ma- 
jeft-y,  and  his  Majefty  returned  the  following  an- 
swer, viz, 

.     i3oM  01   ■ 

---  -s^^^-j^ioMy  Lords, 

"th§^_^*-^'^^  -j^hank  you  for  this   loyal  and  affeBionate  addrefs. 
King's      J.   cj'i^g  concern  that  you  fhew  for  the  fuccefs  of  my  en- 
deavours^ in  cojijunofion  with  the  States  General^  for 
reftoring  the  puhlic  tranquillity^  is  very  aceep table  to 
ffpei{cm  ,-^o,>  .  =a. : 

Nothing  Jball  he  wanting^  on  my  part^  that  may 
contribute  thereto ;  and  the  duty  and  affection  of 
my  Parliament  and  people,  upon  which  I  depend  in 
all  events,  will  add  great  weight  to  my  endea- 
vourss 

Speakeis,  The  motion  for  this  addrefs  was  made  by  the 
Duke  of  Devonfhire,  and  feconded  by  the  Lord 
Vifcount  Harrington. 

The  amendment  to  the  motion  was  propofed  by 
the  Lord  Carteret ;  was  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of 
Jsfewcaflle  and  the  Lord  Plardwick  ;  and  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  Earl  o'i  Che  ft  er field,  the  Lord  Bathurfl^ 
and  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

01  Tlie  23d,  24th  and  25th  days  of  January^  there 
Kvras  nothing  done  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  thefe 
ihree  days  being  intirely  taken  up  in  adminiftring 

the 
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the  oaths  to  the  Speaker  and  the  feveral  members 
prefent, 

ON  Monday  the  27th  day  of  January^    after  the  Speech 
feflion  was  opened,  by  reading  a  bill  for  pre-  ^^^'^^  ^"  ^^ 
venting  clandeftine  outlawries,  and  the  ufual  orders  (^^^^iLo 
and  refolations  made,  Mr,  Speaker  reported,    that 
when  the  houfe  attended  his  Majeily  in  the  houfe  of 
Peers,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  make  a  mod  gra- 
cious fpeech,  of  which,  he  faid,  to  prevent  miflakes, 
he  had  obtained  a  copy,  which  being  read  to  the 
houfe,  the  following  motion  was  made  and  feconded, 
viz. 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  fliould  be  prefented  to  Motion 
his  Majefty,  to  return  his  Majefty  the  thanks  of  for  ^n  ad 
that  houfe,  for  his  mofl  gracious  fpeech  from  the  t"^  /"  r 
throne  •,  to  acknowledge  his  Majefby's  wifdom  and 
goodnefs,  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures,  as  tended  to- 
wards procuring  peace  and  accommodation,  rather 
than  to  involve  this  nation  and  all  Europe^  too  pre- 
cipitately in  a  general  and  bloody  war  ;  to  exprefs 
the  juft  fenfe  that  houfe  had,  of  his  Majefty 's  ten- 
der regard  for  the  public  repofe  and  tranquillity,  ' 
and  of  his  unwearied  endeavours  in  forming,  in 
concert  with  the  States  General,  fuch  a  plan  of  a 
general  pacification,  as  his  Majefty  in  his  great  wif- 
dom, conceived  was  confiftentwith  the  honour  and 
intereft  of  all  parties,  as  far  as  the  circumftances 
of  time,  and  the  prefent  pofture  of  affairs  would 
permit  :  to  affure  his  Majefty,  that  that  houfe 
would  chearfully  and  effcdlually  raife  fuch  fupplies, 
as  fhould  be  neceffary  for  the  honour  and  fecurity 
of  his  Majefty  and  his  kingdoms;  and,  whatever 
Ihould  be  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  gracious 
endeavours,  to  procure  the  bleffings  of  peace  and 
general  tranquillity,  would  enable  his  Majefty  to 
ad  that  parr,  which  honour  and  juftice,  and  the 
true  intereft  of  his  people,  Ihould  call  upon  him  to 
undertake. 

y  q  This 
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This  motion  was  introduced  with  fpeeches,  to  the 
fame  effedt  with  the  fpeeches  made  for  introducifig 
the  motion  in  the  houfe  of  Lords,  and  therefore  ihall 
not  be  repeated. 


Several  fpeeches  were  made,   in  relation  to  thofe 
paragraphs  in  the  motion,  which  feemed  to  imply  a 
general  approbation  of  former  meafures,  before  any 
amendment  was  propofed  •,  but  at  laft  the  following 
amendment,  to  the  laft  paragraph  of  the  motion, 
was  propofed,  viz. 
Amend-         <  To  afllire  his  Majefty,  that  after  a  full  ftate  of 
pient  pro-  c  ^|^g  affairs  of  the  nation  had  been  laid  before  them, 
^^  ^  '       *  and  confidered  by  them,  they  would  chearfully 
'  and  effedually  raife  fuch  fuppHes,  as  ihould  be  ne- 
'  cefTary  for  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  his  Majefty 
^  and  his  kingdoms,  and  in  proportion  to  the  ex^ 
*  pences  to  be  incurred  by  the  other  powers,  who 
'  were  under  the  fame  engagements  with  this  nation, 
—     *  and  not  then  involved  in  the  war  5  and  whatever — 


Amend- 
ment a- 
mended. 


The  firft  part  of  this  amendment  being  difap- 
proved  of  by  fome  gentlemen,  who, were  for  the  fe- 
cond  part  j  it  was  accordingly  agreed  to  be  amended, 
and  then  it  ftood  thus  : 

*  To  affure  his  Majefty,  that  that  houfe  would 
'  chearfully  and  effediually   raife  fuch  fupplies,  as 
'  fhould  be  neceflary  for  the  honour  and  fecurity  of 
'  his  Majefty  and  his  kingdoms,   and  in  proportion 
<  to- — 


\yj  OLU 


rg^^\£v 


"'The  fubftance  of  this  whole  debate  is  contained  in 

the  following  argument,  anfwer  and  reply. 

jii...-' 

T'he  argument  for  leaving  out  the  paragraphs  ap- 
proving of  former  meafures,  and  for  the  amend- 
ment propofed,  \^as  tO  this  t(^ed^y\viz» 


-fU'^n: 


norl  3rii  bsri  3V£fi  1 
Y 


As 
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'  As  this.  Sir,  is  a  new  Parliament,  I  hope  wcArf^umcr 
fliall  begin  with  (hewing  a  little  more  rcj^ard  10 
the  ancient  cullom  and  dignity  of  Parlianicnt.s  than, 
has  been  fliewn  of  late  years.  In  former  times, 
the  addreflfes  of  this  houfe,  in  return  to  his  M.ijefly'^' 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  were  always  conceived 
in  the  mod  general  terms :  Our  anceftors  would 
never  condefcend  upon  that  occafion,  to  enter  into 
the  particulars  of  his  Majefty's  fpeech:  When 
they  were  to  approach  the  King,  and  to  declare 
their  uffedlion  and  their  fidelity  to  him,  they; 
thought  it  was  inconfiftent  with  that  fidelity  they 
were  to  declare,  to  approve,  upon  that  occafion,  of 
anv  minifterial  meafures  ;  and  much  more  fo,  to 
declare  their  fitisfa6lion  with  meafures  they  knew 
nothing  about.  This  houfe  is  the  grand  inquefl  of 
the  nation,  appointed  to  inquire  diligently,  and  to 
reprefent  taithfully  to  the  King,  all  the  grievances 
of  his  people,  and  all  the  crimes  and  mifmanage- 
ments  of  his  fervants  •,  and  therefore  it  mufl  always 
be  a  breach  of  our  fidelity  to  or.r  Sovereign,  as  well 
as  a  breach  of  our  duty  to  his  people,  to  approve 
blindly  the  condud:  of  his  fervants.  Wlien  we 
have  examined  diligently,  and  confidered  delibe- 
rately the  condud  of  any  minitler,  and  are  at  laft 
fully  convinced,  that  he  has  a6i:ed  prudently  and 
wifely  for  the  public  good  •,  it  is  then  our  duty,  to 
return  him  the  thanks  of  the  public,  and  to  repre- 
fent him  as  a  faithful  minifter  to  his  mailer  :  But 
to  make  panegyrics  upon  the  conduct  of  any  of  the 
King's  fervants,  before  we  have  examined  into  ir, 
or  know  any  thing  about  it,  is  more  like  the  lan- 
guage of  flaves  and  fycophants  to  a  prime  mini- 
fter, than  that  of  loyal  and  faithful  fubjccls  to  then- 
Sovereign. 

'  I  muft  acknowledge.  Sir,  that  the  motion  now 
made  to  us,  is  more  general,  and  more  adapted  to 
the  ancient  cuftom  of  Parliament,  than  moft  I  have 
heard,   fince  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  a  mem- 

¥4  '  bcr- 
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ber  of  this  houfe :  I  hope  we  fhall  not  find,  that 
this  extraordinary  modefty,  proceeds  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  mifcondudt  :  For  the  fake  of  the 
public,  I  heartily  wifli  we  may  find,  that  it  pro- 
ceeds from  fuperior  merit ;  which  is,  indeed,  ge- 
nerally attended  with  fuperior  modefty  :  But,  as  I 
have  always  been,  upon  fuch  occafions,  againft  ge- 
neral encomiums  upon  minifters ;  and  as  the  pro- 
pofition  now  before  us,  or  at  lead  a  great  part  of 
it,  implies  a  general  approbation  of  all  our  late 
meafures,  particularly  thofe  relating  to  the  prefent 
war,  v/hich  the  majority  of  this  houfe  are,  in  my 
opinion,  intircly  ignorant  of,  I  cannot  agree  to  it  j 
becaufe  I  have  not  yet  learned  complailance  enough 
to  approve  of  what  I  know  nothing  about,  much 
kfs  to  approve  of  what  I  violently  fufped  to  be 


wrong. 


'  I  had  the  honour,  Sir,  to  b?  a  member  of  this 
houfe  in  laft  Parliament  •,  and  I  remember  feveral 
motions  were  then  made,  for  getting  fome  infight 
into  the  (late  of  our  foreign  affiiirs,  and  our  late 
tranfadions:  Motions  which  to  me  appeared  highly 
reafonable  and  even  abfolutely  necefTary  to  be  com- 
plied with,  before  the  houfe  could  reafonably  com- 
ply with  the  demands  that  were  then  made 
upon  them  ;  but  every  one  of  thefe  motions  had 
a  negative  put  upon  it :  I  have  always  had  a  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  works  of  darknefs  i  I  do  not  like  any 
conduct,  that  cannot  ftand  the  light  at  noon-day  ; 
and  therefore,  I  am  afraid  fome  of  our  late  tranf- 
adtions  are  fuch,  as  no  man  would  approve  of,  if 
they  were  expoied  to  public  view  :  We  have  been 
long  amufed  with  hopes  of  fome  extraordinary  be- 
nefits, that  were  to  accrue  to  the  nation,  from  our 
many  tedious  and  expenfive  negotiations ;  we  have 
been  long  in  expedlation  ;  but  when  one  negotia- 
tion was  over,  we  have  been  always  told  to  have 
patience ;  the  next  was  to  accompli Qi  all  our  defires  ■ 
We  have  accordingly  had  a  great  deal  qf  patience  ; 

'  bur. 
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*  but,  in  lb  far  as  I  can  comprehend,   I  can  obfervc 

*  no  benefits  that  have  accrued,  or  are  Hke  to  accrue  ; 

*  but  on  the  contrary,   many  dangers  and  difadvan- 

*  tages  ;    fo  that  the  whole  train  of  our  late  negotia- 

*  tions  really  feems  to  me,   to  have  been  calculated 

*  for  no  other  end,  but  to  extricate  a  fet  of  puzzled, 
<  perplexed  negotiators,  from  fome  former  blunder, 
'  by  which  they  have  generally  been  led  into  a  fe- 

*  cond,  of  worfe  confcquence  than  the  firft :  Every 
'  fubfequent  negotiation  feems  to  me  to  have  had  no 

*  other  view  or  defign,   but  to  get  rid  of  fome  di- 

*  lemma,   we  were  thrown  into  by  the  former  *,   and 

*  happy  have  we  thought  ourfelves,  after  a  great 
*•  deal  of  money  fpent,    if  we  could  but  recover  our 

*  former   condition.     In  fliort.    Sir,    if  any  gentle- 

*  man  will  rife  up  and  fhew  me  any  addition,  or  any 

*  new  advantage,  with  refped:  either  to  our  trade  or 
^  our  pofleflions,  that  this  nation  has  acquired  by 
'  any  of  our  late  tranfaclions,  I  fliall  agree  to  the 
'  motion  •,    but  confidcring  the  great  expence  this 

*  nation  has  been  but  to,  and  the  great  lofies  many 

*  of  our  merchants  have,  without  any  redrefs  or  flitif- 

*  fadlion,  fjftained,    I  cannot  agree  to  pafs  complin 

*  ments  upon,   or  declare  my  fatisfa6lion  with,   our 

*  late  management  in  general,  till  it  be  made  appear 

*  to  me,  that  thefe  public  and  private  lofTcs  have 
'  been  fome  v/ay  balanced  by  national  advantages. 

'  The  fecond  paragraph  of  the   motion,    1  am, 

*  indeed,    furprifed  at,    upon  another  account  *,  to 

*  make  our  acknowledgments  to  his  Majcfl:y,  for  not 

*  involving  the  nation  too  precipitately  in  a  bloody  war, 

*  is,  in  my  opinion,   very  far  from  being  a  compli- 

*  ment  to  his  Majcfry  :  It  is  impofTible,  it  is  not  to 
'  be  prefumed   that  his  M.ijefty  can   do  any   fuch 

*  thing  ;   but  if  it  were  polTible,    and  if  any   fuch 

*  thing  had  been  done,  to  be  fure  it  would  have  beta 

*  doing  the  nation  a  very  notable  mifchief;  and  ac- 
^  cording  to  the  idiom  of  our  language,  at  leaft  in 
^  priviite  life,  to  thank  a  man,    or  to  make  our  ac- 

*  knowlec'gmefi^s 
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*  knowledgments  to  a  man,  for  his  not  doing  us  a 

*  notable  mifchlef,  is   a  contemptuous   way  of  ex- 

*  preiTing  ourfelves,  and  is  always  an  infmuation, 

*  that  from  fuch  a  man's  malice,  or  his  weaknefs,  or 

*  imprudence,  we  expedled  fome  notable  mifchief  j 

*  and  therefore,  when  we  are  difappointed,  when  the 

*  mifchief  is  not  fo  great  as  we  expedled,    we  fay, 

*  by  way  of  contempt,  that  we  are  obliged  to  him. 

*  If  none  but  minifters  were  concerned  in  this  part 
'  of  the  motion,   I  fliould  have  let  it  pafs  without 

*  any  remark,    nay,   I  fhould  have  readily  agreed 

*  to  it ;  but  as  his  Majefty  is  concerned,  1  hope  the 

*  gendemen  who  made  the  motion,  will  take  care  to 

*  have  it  fome  way  altered,   if  they  are  refolved  to 

*  have  it  (land  part  of  the  addrefs.     This  fhews, 

*  Sir,  how  apt  people  are  to  fall  into  blunders,  when 

*  they  attempt  to  make  extravagant  and  forced  com- 

*  pliments,   and  therefore  I  wifh  we  would  refolve 

*  to  avoid  fuch  dangers,  by  confining  our  addrefs  to 
'  a  general  acknowledgment  of  thanks  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty,  for  his  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
'  and  a  declaration  of  our  affedion  towards  him,    of 

*  our  attachment  to  his  family,  and  of  our  zeal  for 

*  his  fervice. 

^  However,  Sir,   as  it  has  been  granted  upon  all 

*  hands,   that  nothing  contained  in  our  addrefs  can 

*  prevent  the  future  inquiries  of  this  houfe,  or  can 

*  be  a  bar  to  our  cenfuring  what  we  fhall,  upon  in- 

*  quiry,  find  to  be  amifs  •,  therefore  I  fliall  propofe 
'  no  amendment  to  the  former  part  of  the  motion  : 

*  But  I  muft  take  notice  of  one  thing  which  is  ap- 
'  parent,  without  any  inquiry,  to  every  man  in  this 

*  houfe,  to  every  man  who  knows  any  thing  of  pub- 

*  lie  affairs  •,    and  that  is,  the  great  charge  this  nation 

*  has  already  been  put  to,  on  account  of  the  war, 
'^  while  the  other  powers  of  Europe^  not  yet  engaged 
'  in  the  war,  have  not  put  themfelves  to  one  fhilling 
'^  expcnce :  Nay,  even  our  allies  the  Dutcb^  who,  as 

*  his 
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*  his  Majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  tell  us,    tire  under 

*  the  fume  engagements  with  us,  have  not  put  them- 

*  felves  to  the  lead  charge  on  account  of  the  pr&fcnc 

*  war.     Now,  Sir,  as  his  Majefty  has  told  us,   that 

*  we  had  no  concern  with  the  caufes  and  motives 

*  of  the  war,  we  cannot  therefore  be  involved  in  it, 

*  unlefs  it  be  for  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  ot 
'  power  ;  and  as  all  our  allies  are  as  much  intcrcfted 

*  in  this  refpedl  as  we  are,  it  is  reafonable  they  (hould 

*  bear   their   propotionable  fliare  of  the  expcnce ; 

*  and  as  they  have  yet  done  nothing  like  it,  I  think 
'  it  is  become  neceflary  for  us,   to  tsike  fome  notice 

*  of  this  matter  in  our  addrefs  to  his  Majelly  •,    for 

*  which  reafon,   I  Ihall  move  for  this  amendment  to 

*  the  latter  part  of  the  addrefs.'     Then  moved  as  be- 
fore mentioned  in  the  amendment  amended. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubdance  as  follows,  AnAvcr. 
viz.    '  Sir,  as  fevcral  gentlemen  who  have  fpoken 
'  in  this  debate,  feem  to  want  a  much  more  thorough 

*  reformation  in  the  motion  now  before  us,    than 

*  what  is  propofed  by  the  amendment,   I  mud  beg 

*  leave  to  take  fome  notice,   of  what  they  have  faid 

*  in  general,   before  I  come  to  fpeak  to  the  amcnd- 

*  ment  propofed.     We  have  been  told  a  great  deal, 

*  Sir,   of  the  ancient  ufage  and  cuftom  of  Parliament, 

*  with  refpecl  to  their  manner  of  addrefTing  the  King, 

*  by  way  of  return  to  his  fpeech  from  the  throne : 

*  What  the  gentlemen   may  mean   by  this  ancient 

*  ufage,  or  at  what  time  they  have  a  mind  to  fix  it, 

*  I  do  not  know  •,    but  I  am  very  fure,  that  ever 

*  fmce  I  had  the  honour  to  fit  in  Parliament,  I  never 

*  knew  an  addrefs  propofed  in  more  general  terms, 

*  than  that  now  before  us  •,   and  therefore,   1  am  apt 
'  to  conclude,  that  no  addrefs  can  be  propofed  in  this 

*  houfe,   but  what  fome  gentlemen  will   find  fault 

*  with.     I  fl;iall  agree  with  the  honourable  gentle- 

*  men,    that  one  of  the  chief  ends  of  our  meeting 

*  here,    is  to  inquire  diligently,  and  reprcfent  faith- 

'  fully 
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fully  to  the  King,  the  crimes  and  mifmanagements, 
of  his  fervants,  as  well  as  the  grievances  of  his 
people  -,  but  when  his  Majefty  has  given  us  an  ac- 
count of  his  condud,  furely  that  does  not  hinder  us 
from  making  him  fuch  general  compliments,  upon 
the  account  he  has  been  pleafed  to  give  us,  as  may 
not  obftrudt  our  future  inquiries,  or  prevent  our 
cenfures,  in  cafe  we  fhould  afterwards  find,  that 
any  of  his  fervants  had  a(5led  unfaithfully  or  im- 
prudently, even  with  refped  to  thofe  very  affairs, 
he  has  been  pleafed  to  give  us  an  account  of  in  his 
fpeech. 

'  It  has  been  acknowledged,  that  the  motion 
now  before  us,  is  more  general  than  what  is  ufual 
upon  fuch  occafions  ;  but  it  is  to  be  feared,  it 
feems,  that  this  extraordinary  modefty  proceeds 
from  a  confcioufnefs  of  mifcondud.  At  this  rate. 
Sir,  the  gentlemen  who  have  the  honour  to  ferve 
the  crown,  mult  have  a  very  hard  tafk :  If  they 
or  their  friends  propofe  a  long  and  particular  ad- 
drefs,  they  are  then  accufed  of  endeavouring  to 
impofe  upon  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe  •, 
and  if  they  propofe  a  fliort  addrefs,  and  expreffed 
in  the  moti;  general  terms,  infinuations  are  then 
made,  that  their  modefty  proceeds  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs of  guilt  ;  fo  that,  let  them  choofe  which 
\way  they  will,  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  avoid 
cenfure  :  Yet  even  this  addrefs,  general  as  it  is,  is, 
it  feems,  to  be  looked  on  as  an  encomium  upon  the 
miniflers,  and  as  an  approbation  of  what  we  know 
nothing  about  *,  but,  in  my  opinion,  if  we  examine 
the  fcveral  paragraphs,  it  will  appear  to  be  neither 
the  one  nor  the  other. 

'  By  the  6r(l  paragraph  found  fault  with,  it  is 
propofcd  to  acknowledge  his  Majefty 's  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  tend 
towards  procuring  pjace  and  accommodation  :  By 
this,  Sir,  we  do  not  declare,  that  his  Majefty  has 
purfued  fuch  me;:vf*Jres,  nor  do  wc  approve  of  the? 

*  meafures 
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meafures  he  has  purfued  ;  but  when  thofc  meafures 
are  made  public,  it  it  fhould  appear  that  they  were 
fuch  as  tended  to  procure  peace  and  accomoda- 
tion •,  furely  this  houfe,  nay,  the  whole  world, 
ought  to  acknowledge  his  Majefty's  goodnefs  and 
wiiciom  in  that  refpe6t  ;  and  all  that  can  be  fup* 
poled  to  be  meant  by  this  paragraph  is,  to  ac- 
knowledge that  there  is  more  wifdom  and  goodnefs 
in  purfuing  fuch  meafures,  as  might  tend  towards 
procuring  peace,  than  in  purfuing  fuch  meafures 
as  might  tend  to  involve  the  nation  and  all  Europe^ 
too  precipitately  in  war  :  This  then  cannot,  I 
think,  be  fuppofed  to  be  an  encomium  upon  any 
minifter,  nor  an  approbation  of  any  of  the  meafures 
that  have  been  purfued. 

*  By  the  other  paragraph  it  Is  propofed,  to  exprels 
the  juft  fenfe  we  have  of  his  Majefty's  regard  for 
the  pubHc  tranquillity,  and  of  his  endeavours  to 
form,  in  concert  with  the  States  General,  fuch  a 
plan  of  pacitication,  as  his  Majefty  conceives  is 
confident  with  the  honour  and  intereft  of  all  par- 
ties, as  far  as  the  circumftances  of  time,  and  the 
prefent  pofture  of  affairs  will  admit :  Here  again 
we  approve  of  nothing :  We  do  not  approve  of 
the  plan  that  is  to  be  offered  \  we  do  not  fo  much 
as  approve  of  any  one  ftep  that  has  been  taken  in 
the  forming  of  that  plan  ;  we  only  acknowledge 
his  Majefty's  tender  regard  for  the  public  tranquil- 
lity, in  endeavouring  to  form  fuch  a  plan  as  may 
reftore  it :  This  furely  is  what  no  man  can  deny, 
nor  hefitate  one  moment  in  acknowledging  it  ; 
and,  I  believe  that  it  will  be  as  readily  granted, 
that  it  was  better  to  form  this  plan  in  concert  with 
the  States  General,  than  to  form  it  widiout  any 
fuch  concert :  So  that  I  cannot  really  comprehend 
how  this  paragraph  can  be  interpreted  to  be  an 
encomium  upon  any  minifter,  or  an  approbation 
of  any  meafure  :  And  therefore,  tho'  we  knew 
*  nothing  of  the  meafures  that  have  been  purfued, 

'  nay, 
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we  even  had  a  violent  fufpicion,    that 


wrong  meafures  have  been  purfued,  neither  our 
ignorance  nor  our  fufpicions  can  be  any  objedlion 
to  cither  of  thefe  paragraphs. 
'  As  to  our  ignorance  of  the  meafures  that  have 
been  lately  purfued,  it  is  certain  we  are  ignorant 
of  a  great  many  of  them,  and  it  is  neceffary  it 
fhould  be  fo  ;  for  with  refpect  to  public  tranf- 
a6lions,  efpecially  thofe  with  foreign  courts,  it  is 
abfolutely  neceffary  that  many  of  them  lliould  re- 
main fecret  for  feveral  years  after  they  are  paffed  i 
nay,  there  are  fome  that  ought  for  ever  to  remain 
a  fecret ;  and  that  any  tranfa6tion  can  remain  a 
fecret  long  after  it  had  been  communicated  to  this 
houfe,  I  believe  no  gendeman  will  pretend  to  affirm ; 
for  tho'  the  members  of  this  houfe  might  perhaps 
depend  upon  the  fidelity  and  the  fecrecy  of  one 
another,  yet  we  cannot  anfwer  for  the  ftrangers 
that  may  be  among  us.  This,  Sir,  was  the  only 
realbn  why  this  houfe  was  pleafed  to  put  a  ne- 
gative upon  the  motions  pointed  at  by  the  honour* 
able  gendemen  ;  and  as  I  had  likewife  the  honour 
to  he  then  a  member  of  this  houfe,  I  heard  fuch 
reafons  given  for  not  complying  with  thofe  motions^ 
as  convinced  me,  that  a  compliance  with  any  one 
of  them,  would  have  btQn  one  of  the  greateil  in^ 
juries  v/e  could  have  done  our  country :  It  was  not 
that  the  authors  of  thofe  tranfadions  were  afraid, 
on  their  ov^n  accounts,  that  the  tranfadlions  they 
had  been  concerned  in,  fhould  be  expofed  to  public 
view;  it  was  impoinble  it  could  be  fo  j  for  if  they 
had  been  poffeffed  with  any  fuch  fears,  if  they  had 
given  the  leail  ground  to  fufpe^  they  were  fo,  it 
S  would  have  been  a  good,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  a 
prevailing  reafon  for  this  houfe,  to  have  complied 
with  thofe  motions. 

'  But,  Sir,  as  to  the  fufpicions  that  fome  gende- 
men may  entertain,  with  regard  to  all  or  any  of 
our  paft  meafures  v   it  is  impofilble  to  fay  any  thing 

^  to 
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to  them,  unlcfs  the  gentlemen  will  be  pleafed  to 
acquaint  us  with  the  grounds  of  their  fufpicion  : 
When  they  do  that,  it  may  perhaps  be  in  gentle- 
men's power  to  fhew,  that  thofe  grounds  are  very 
far  from  being  folid.  They  talk  of  our  having 
been  for  a  long  time  amufed  with  hopes,  and  of 
our  having  been  defired  to  have  patience  :  It  is 
true.  Sir,  there  are  fome  among  us,  not  in  the 
houfe,  I  hope,  but,  in  the  nation,  I  will  fay,  there 
are  a  great  many,  who  have  been  long  amufed  with 
hopes,  who  have  had  a  great  deal  of  patience : 
They  have,  indeed,  been  under  a  continual  courf© 
of  patience  ever  fince  the  beginning  of  the  late 
reign  :  They  have  not  yet  feen,  and  I  wifli  they 
may  never  fee  that  event  happen,  which  they  have 
been  fo  long  hoping  for,  which  they  have  waited 
for  with  fo  much  patience ;  and,  in  my  opinion, 
the  many  difappointments  they  have  met  with,  is 
one  of  the  beft  reafons  that  can  be  afTigned  for  our 
having  no  caufe  to  fufped  any  mifconduct  in  our 
late  meafures.  I  do  not  think  it  the  intereft  of  this 
nation  to  be  fond  of  adding  much  to  our  poffef- 
fions ;  and  confidering  the  ambition  of  foreign 
courts,  and  the  difturbances  given  to  our  govern- 
ment by  a  dififfedled  party  at  home,  our  having 
preferved  intire  our  foreign  polTcffions,  and  pre- 
vented all  invafions  upon  our  people  at  home,  is 
an  argument,  that  all  our  late  meafures  have  been 
concerted,  and  purfued  with  the  utmoft  forefight 
and  prudence.  To  this  we  may  add,  that  tho* 
our  trade  has  been  fometimes  a  little  interrupted 
by  the  ambitious  views  of  foreign  courts,  yet  it  is 
certain,  it  has  greatly  improved  in  every  branch 
within  thefe  laft  20  years,  and  is  now,  I  believe, 
in  as  flourifliing  a  ftate  as  ever  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  was  in  any  age  ;  fo  that  to  return  the  com- 
pliment to  the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
queftion,  if  either  of  them  will  fhew  me  where 
*  the  nation  has  lately  fufiercd,  either  in  its  polTef- 

*  fions. 


Parliamentary     A.  173^. 

fions,   or  in  its  trade,  by  any  mifmanagement  of 
thofe  at  the  helm  of  our  own  affairs,  I  fhall  agree 
to  any  amendment  they  pleafe  to  propofe  ;  but  I 
cannot  think  it  reafonable  to  load  our  own  mini- 
fters  with  the  little  diflurbances  we  have  met  with, 
or  the  fmall  loffes  we  may  have  fuftained  by  the 
ambitious  projeds  of  foreign  courts. 
'  With  regard  to  the  impropriety  of  expreffion 
taken  notice  of,  I  cannot  think  there  is  any  good 
foundation  for  the  criticifm  ;    but  if  there  were, 
we  muft  fee  that  it  proceeds  intirely  from  the  greaC 
care  the  honourable  gentleman,    who  made  the 
motion,  took,   to  avoid  every  thing  that  might 
look  like  an  approbation  of  any  late  meafure  :  For 
this  reafon  he  would  not  propofe  that  we  fhould 
thank  his  Majefty  for  not    involving  us  in  the 
war  *,  becaufe  it  might  have  been  faid,   that,   for 
what  we  knew,  it  was  neceffary,  it  was  incumbent 
upon  us,  to  have  engaged  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  war  ;  therefore,  to  avoid  this  objedion,  he  on- 
ly propofes,  that  we  fhould  make  our  acknow* 
ledgments  to  his  Majefty,  for  not  having  engaged 
too  precipitately  in  the  war  •,   and  as  this  mighc 
have  been  done,    and  would,    as  the  honourable 
gentlemen  fays,    have  been  doing  a  very  notable 
injury  to  the    nation,    I   cannot  find  that  there 
is  any  impropriety  in  our  making  our   acknow- 
ledgements to  his   Majefty    for  his   not  having 
done  fo. 

'  I  come  now  to  that  which  I  take  to  be  the  only 
qucftion  now  before  us,  I  mean.  Sir,  the  amend- 
ment propofed,  as  it  now  ftands  amended.  I  fhall 
readily  grant,  that  all  the  nations  of  Europe  are 
equally  with  us  concerned  in  fupporting  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  and  that  therefore  it  is  very  reafon- 
able, that  every  one  of  them  fliould  bear  a  pro- 
portionable fliare  of  the  expence  neceffary,  or  that 
may  become  neceffary  for  that  purpofe  •,  and  I 
am  perfuaded  his  Majefty  will  ufe  his  utmoft  en- 
I  *  deavours 
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deavours  to  prevail  with  every  one  of  them,  to 
do  what  is  incumbent  on  them  in  that  rcrpc(5t  •,  but 
I  muft  leave  it  to  gentlemen  to  confidcr,  whether 
our  putting  fuch  a  caution  into  our  addrcls,  would 
not  ftiew  to  the  whole  world  a  fort  of  diffidence  in 
his  Majefty's  condu6l :  I  am  convinced  we  have 
no  caufe,  from  any  part  of  his  Majefty's  pad  con- 
dudl,  to  fhew  any  diffidence  in  his  future  -,  and 
I  am  very  certain,  we  never  could  have  chofen  a 
worfe  time  than  the  prefent,  to  beglii  to  fhew  any 
fuch  diffidence  :  The  nation  is  in  great  danger  of 
being  involved  in  a  bloody  and  cxpenfive  war, 
unlefs  his  Majefty  fucceeds  in  his  endeavours  for 
reftoring  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  -,  and 
it  is  certain,  that  nothing  can  contribute  more  to- 
wards rendering  his  Maj«if!:y's  endeavours  fuccefs- 
ful,  than  an  eftabliflied  and  general  belief,  that  a 
perfect  harmony  and  intire  confidence  fubfifls  be- 
tween him  and  his  Parliament:  While  they  are 
convinced  of  this,  every  one  of  the  parties  now 
engaged  in  war,  will  be  cautious  of  giving  too 
great  a  fcope  to  their  ambitious  views,  or  of 
pufhing  too  far  the  fuccefs  they  may  have, 
for  fear  of  drawing  upon  themfelves  the  united 
force  of  the  Parliament  of  Great  Britain  \  but  if 
any  reafon  fhould  be  given  for  them  to  believe, 
that  the  Parliament  puts  no  confidence  in  his  Ma- 
jefty's  conducb,  they  may  then  conceive  hopes  of 
difuniting  the  power  of  Great  Britain  •,  and  in  that 
cafe  they  will  not  much  regard  the  mod  reafonable 
terms  of  peace  that  can  be  offered  to  them,  by 
means  of  his  Majefty's  mediation  ;  Nay,  I  have 
good  reafon  to  believe,  that  fome  of  the  powers 
engaged  in  war,  particularly  Spain^  will  give  no 
pofitive  anfwer  to  the  inftances  lately  made  to 
them,  till  they  hear  of  the  opening  of  the  Britijh 
Parliam.ent,  r:.'\d  the  addreiTes  made  upon  that  oc- 
fion ;  and  if  any  miftruft  of  hi-i  Majedy's  con- 
VoL,  XII,  m3iu  :        Z  '  du6l 
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duel  lliould  appear  in  our  addrefs,  we  may  believe 
their  anfwer  will  not  be  fuch  as  ought  to  be  wifhed 
for  :  Thus,  by  acting  too  cautioufly,  we  may  not 
only  prevent  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty's  endea- 
vours for  reitoring  the  public  tranquillity,  but  we 
may  give  fuch  encouragement  to  the  ambitious 
views  of  fome  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  as  muft- 
neceffarily  at  lafc  involve  this  nation  in  a  mod  ex= 
penfivc,  and  even  a  moll  dangerous  war. 
*  But  this,  Sir,  is  not  the  only  objedion  againft 
the  amendment  propofed;  for  tho'  all  the  nations 
of  Europe  are,  equally  with  us,  concerned  in  the 
prefervingthe  balance  of  power,  yet  fome  of  them 
may  be  blind  to  their  own  interefb,  nay,  it  is  very 
probable,  fome  of  them  always  will  •,  and  are  we 
to  negledl  what  is  neceflary  for  our  own  fecurity, 
or  to  refufe  contributing  any  thing  towards  preferv- 
ing  or  reftoring  the  balance  of  power,  becaufe 
every  one  of  the  other  parties  concerned  will  not 
contribute  their  proportionable  fhare  ?  This,  in 
my  opinion,  would  be  a  very  odd  fort  of  maxim 
for  us  to  lay  down  ;  it  is  fuch  a  one  as  1  hope  will 
never  be  infilled  on  in  the  councils  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.  Suppofe,  for  example,  our  neighbours,  the 
States  Genera],  fliould  be  fo  blind  to  the  real  in- 
tercft  of  their  country,  as  to  look  quietly  on,  till 
they  faw  any  one  of  the  powers  of  Europe  extend 
their  conquefts  fo  far,  as  to  be  able  to  give  the 
law  to  all  the  reft  ;  would  that  be  a  reafon  for  our 
behaving  in  the  fame  manner?  No,  Sir,  let  our 
neighbours  do  what  they  vv^ill,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
us  to  look  in  time  to  our  own  fecurity  •,  and  1 
hope  we  fliall  be  always  ready  to  do  what  our  ho- 
nour and  our  fafcty  may  require,  upon  every  fuch 
occafion  ;  for  if  ever  we  fliould  refolve  to  put  our- 
felves  to  no  charges  for  preferving  the  balance  of 
power,  unlefs  the  States  General,  or  any  other 
nation  in  ^/^r^^^,  would  agree  to  join  with  us, 
and  to   bear  a  proportionable    fhare  of  the  ex- 

'  pence. 
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'  pence,   we  would  from  that  moment  become  de- 

*  pendent  upon  that  other  (late,  and  conlequently 
'  would  be  negle(51;ed  and  defpifcd  by  all  the  other 

*  powers  in  Europe. 

*  Therefore,  Sir,    as   the  amendment  propofed, 

*  tends,  in  my  opinion,  towards  fhewing  a  diffi- 
'  dence  in  his  Majefty's  condu<^l:  ;  as  it  tends  to- 
'  wards  placing  this  nation  in  a  fort  of  dependency 
'  upon  other  powers  \  I  cannot  but  be  againft  it. 

The  Reply  made  to  this,  was  to  the  following 

effed,  viz, 

'  Sir,  altho'  I  have  had  the  honour  to  be  long  a  Reply, 
member  of  this  hoiife,  yet  I  find  I  never  knew  the 
whole  of  my  duty  till  this  day.  I  always  imagined 
that  we  met  here  to  do  bafmefs,  and  not  to  make 
compliments.  I  fhall  never  be  againft  exprefling 
our  loyalty  and  fidelity  to  our  Sovereign,  upon 
every  proper  occafion  *,  becaufe  I  take  it  to  be 
no  compliment,  I  take  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  im- 
memorial cuftom  has  eftablifhed  it  as  fuch,  at  the 
beginning  of  every  feflion  of  Parliament  •,  but  to 
applaud  his  Majefty's  wifdom,  his  goodnefs,  and 
his  tender  regard  for  his  people  in  every  part^  of 
his  condud,  which  he  may  be  pleafed  to  mention 
in  his  fpeech,  is  a  method  of  expreiTing  ourfelves 
which  ought  indeed  to  be  called  complimenting  -, 
it  can  be  called  nothing  elfe,  becaufe  it  cannot 
be  fincere,  when  we  beftow  thofe  high  epithets 
upon  what  we  know  nothing  about.  This,  in- 
deed, I  never  before  underftood  to  be  any  pare 
of  our  duty,  and  I  am  fure  the  cuftom  is  not  im- 
memorial ;  for  if  the  gentleman  will  look  but  a 
very  litde  back  in  our  journals,  he  will  fee  when 
it  began  -j  and  I  muft  fay,  I  am  forry  it  was  ever 
begun,  for  in  my  opinion,  it  derogates  highly^ 
from  the  honour  and  dignity  of  Parliament,  and. 
from  that  fincerity  and  fimplicity  for  which  this 
Z  2  ^  nation 
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*  nation  was,  in   ancient  times,  fo  dcfcrvedly  fa- 

*  mous. 

'  The  honourable  gentleman  appears  under  a 
'  a  great  concern  for  thofe  who  have  the  honour  td 
'  ferve  the  crown  :  Perhaps  my  concern  for  them 
'  is  not  fo  great  *,  and  for  this  reafon,  it  may  be, 
*'  that  I  do  not  think  their  tafk  fo  hard  ;  I  confefs, 
^  that  when  I  obferve  any  modefly   in  them,  I  am 

*  apt  enough  to  fufped  that  it  proceeds  from  con- 
'-  fcioufnefs  of  guilt,  rather  than  from  confciouf- 
'  nefs    of  merit  •,    and    in   their  motions   for    ad- 

*  drefles,  they  have  of  late  fo  very  feldom  Ihewrs 
^  any  modefty,  that  I  was  furprifed  to  find  the  lead 
'  appearance  of  it  upon  the  prefent  occafion.  How- 
'^  ever.  Sir,   it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  modefby  they 

*  have  now  ihev/n,  is  in  any  degree  exceflive  ;  for, 
^  as  the  fpeeches  from  the  throne  are,  by  the  cuftom 
'  of  Parliament,  fuppofed  to  be  fpeeches  from  the 
'  minifbers  •,  and  as  his  Majefty's  condu6t,  when  it 

*  comes  to  be  confidered  in  this  houfe  ;  is  always 
^  fuppofed  to  be  the  condu6l  of  his  minifters  -,  I  can- 
'  not  allow  that  thofe,  who  propofe  that  we  (hould 
'  talk  fo  much,  in  our  addrefs,  of  their  wifdom  and 

*  goodnefs,  and  of  their  tender  regard  for  the  public 
'  repofe  and  tranquillity,  have  tefbified  any  excelTive 

*  degree  of  modefty,  tho'  it  may  perhaps  appear  to 
^  be  a  little  more  than  what  has  lately  been  ufual 

*  upon  fuch  occaf^ons :  If  the  gentlemen  had  been 

*  pleafed  to   hav^  left  out  the  two  paragraphs  in 

*  which  thefe  compliments  are  contained,  their  mo- 

*  defty  furely  would  have  been  greater,  and  their  tafk 

*  would  certs^inly  have  been  eafier,  becaufe  the  mo- 

*  tion  would  have  been  fhorter ;  and  I  am  convinced 
'  it  would  have  given  more  fatisfadlion  to  the  majo- 

*  rity  of  the  nation,  and  I  hope,  to  the  majority_  of 
■^  this  houfe, 

'  I  muft  fay,  Sir,  I  am  not  a  litde  furprifed  to 

*  hear  any  gentleman  undertake  to  fliew,  that  neither 
^  of  the  two  paragraphs  found  fault  with ,  contain- 
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an  encomium  upon  any  minifter,  or  an  approba- 
tion of  any  mealure:  I  am  perfuaded,  every  man 
withoat  doors  that  reads  them,  will  think  other- 
wile  :  Nay,  I  am  convinced,  that  all  thofe,  who 
are  not  acquainted  with  our  modern  refinements  in 
politics,  will  think  that  we  could  not,  with  any 
fincerity,  exprefs  ourlelves  lb,  without  having  been 
made  acquainted  with  all  the  late  meafures  relating 
to  war  or  peace,  lb  as  to  be  able  to  fee  that  they 
delerved  thofe  fine  epithets  we  are  to  give  them  : 
They  will  not  confider  that  thefe  fine  exprelTions 
are  defigned  only  as  compliments,  and  therefore  do 
not  require  any  fincerity, 

'  As  to  the  firft  paragraph,  the  honourable  gen- 
tleman has  acknowledged,  that  if  the  words,  too 
precipitately^  had  not  been  put  in,  it  would  have 
been  a  declaration,  at  lead,  that  it  was  neither  ne- 
cefTiry  nor  incumbent  upon  us  to  engage  in  the 
war  ;  which  was  a  declaration  this  houfe  could  not 
decently  make,  widiout  knowing  fomething  more 
of  our  late  tranfadions  than  have  been  yet  commu- 
nicated to  us;  and  an  honourable  gentleman,  who 
fpoke  before  him,  has  fhewed,  1  think,  to  a  de- 
monflration,  that  the  putting  of  thofe  words  into 
our  addrefs,  will  carry  an  infinuation,  which  I 
hop-,  no  man  will  apply  to  his  Majefty,  whatever 
may  be  done  with  relpedl  to  the  minillers :  But  the 
paragraph,  even  with  thefe  words,  imports  a  decla- 
ration from  us,  that  it  would  have  been  precipitate, 
it  would  have  been  rafli,  to  have  involved  the  na- 
tion in  war  before  this  time  i  which  is  a  declaration 
we  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  make,  v>;ithout  more 
lights  than  v/e  have  at  prefent  before  us :  But  fjp- 
pofe  that  we  are  convinced  of  the  truth  of  this  de- 
claration, what  are  we  then  to  do  ?  We  are  to  ac- 
knowledge his  Majefty 's  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
or  rather  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  his  mi- 
nifters,  in  not  having  been  guilty  of  a  rafh  ac- 
tion \  and  whether  fuch  an  acknowledgment  be 
Z'  3  '  con- 
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*  confiflent  with  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  or  even 
'  with  common  fenfe,  I  muft  leave  to  gentlemen  to 
^  judge. 

'  With  regard  ■  to  the  other  paragraph,  allow  me 
^'  to  fuppofe,  Sir,  that  we  were,  by  the  treaty  of  Fi- 
'  enna^   or  otherwiie,  gbliged  in  honour  to  fend  im- 

*  mediate  fuccours  to  'the  Emperor  ;  would   it  not 

*  look  very  odd  in  us,  to  make  our  acknowledg- 
^  ments  to  thofe  who  advifed  his  Majefty  to  inter- 

*  pofe  only  as  a  mediator,  when  he  was  in  honour 
'  obliged  to  engage  as  a  party  in  the  difpute  ?  Let 
"•  me  fuppofe  again,  that  there  were  feveral  difputes 

*  and  differences,  fubfifting  between  this  nation  and 
'  any  one  of  the  parties  concerned  in  the  prefent 
'  war,  which  difputes  and  differences  we  had  no 
'  hopes  of  accommodating  in  a  friendly   manner  \ 

*  and  which  were  of  fuch  a  nature  as  could  not  be 

*  given  up  without  inj  uring  both  the  honour  and  the 
'  intereft  of  the  nation  :  In  fuch  a  cafe,  could  we 

*  have  had  a  more  proper  opportunity  to  vindicate 

*  our  honour  and.  our  juft  rights ;  and  if  fo,   can 

*  we  make  any  acknowledgements  to  thofe  who 
^  have  advifed  his  Majefty  not  to  lay  hold  of  fuch  a 

*  fair  opportunity  ?  Then  as  to  our  concert  with 
^'the  Dutch^  whether  there  has  been  any  fuch  or 

*  not,  does  nor,  I  am  fure,  appear  from  any  public 
'  fcep  they  have  taken  ;  and  therefore  I  do  not  fee 

*  how  we  can  make  our  acknowledgments  on  that 
*-  account:  I  hope,  however,  it  is  fo;  1  hope  they 

*  have  adted  in  every  thing  in  concert  with  us,  as 
^  well  as  we  have  done  with  them.  I  believe  it  is 
y' their  intereft  as  well  as  ours  to  ad  in  that  manner  ; 
^^but  a  nation  may  miftake  its  own  intereil  -,  and 
^'therefore  I  may  fuppofe  that  they  have  been,  from 
^'the  very  beginning  of  this  war,  and  even  before 
^'.'it  broke  out,  engaged  in  a  feparate  intereft  :  If 
^^fo,  can  we  make  any  acknowledgements  to  thofe 
J*^  who  have  advifed  his  Majefly  to  concert  any  mea- 
^'  fures  with  them  ?     All  thefe  fuppofitions  may  be 

-^^^'':.  <  true. 
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'  true,  for  what  wc  know  ;  and  yet  by  agrceinp^  to 

*  this  paragraph  we  mufv  prefame  every  one  of"  them 
'  to  be  talfe,    otherwilc  we  mull  appear  to  be  incon- 

*  fiftent  with  ourfelvcs. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  even  to  take  thefe  two  paragraphs 
'  in  the  ienfe  that  the  honourable  gentleman  has  put 
'  upon  them,  we  mud  luppofe  we  were  no  way  en- 
'  gaged,  either  in  honour  or  intereft,  to  take  a  fliare 

*  in  the  prefent  war  •,  that  it  wouki  have  been  pre- 

*  cipicate  and  rafh  in  us  to  have  engaged  in  it  -,  and 

*  that  the  Dulcb  are  engaged  in  the  fame  intereft, 
'  and  have  afed  in  every  thing  in  concert  with  us ; 
'  which  are  fuppofitions  we  have  not,  I  am  afraid, 

*  any  great  reafon  to  make  :  But  our  conllituents, 
'  the  people  who  fent  us  hither,  and  whofe  good 
'  opinion  we  ought  to  prefer ve,   will  go  farther : 

*  They  will,  from  thefe  two  paragraphs  in  our  ad- 
^  drefs,   fuppofe,   that  the   meafures  purfued  by  the 

*  minifters,  for  procuring  peace  and  accommoda- 
'  tion,  have  been  wife  and  good  j  that  the  plan  of 
'  peace  is  fuch  a  one  as  it  ought  to  be  ;  and  that  the 
'  mod  prudent  meafures  have  been  taken  to  make  it 
'  effe6lual  •,  and  if  they  fliould  afterwards  find  them- 
'  felves  miftaken,  what  opinion  can  they  have  of  our 
'  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ?  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  but 
'  a  poor  excufe,  to  an  honeft,  fincere  country  gen- 
'  tleman,  that  he  is  never  to  look  for  fmcerity  in  the 
'  addrefles  of  this  houfe,  that  we  never  mean  any 
'  thing  but  compliment  by  any  general  expreflions 
'  in  them. 

'  From  what  I  have  faid,  Sir,  I  think  it  will  ap- 
^  pear,  that  both  our  ignorance  and  our  fufpicions 
'  are  good  arguments  againft  our  making  fuch  high 
'  compliments  to  the  minifters  ;  for  it  is  upon  them 
'  thefe  compliments  are,  by  the  cuftom  of  Parlia- 
'  menr,  prefumed  to  be  beftowed  :  His  Majefty  has 
'  no  concern  in  the  debate,  and  therefore  we  may 
'  treat  the  fubjedl  with  the  more  freedom.  Our  ig- 
as  to  all  our  late  tranfactions,  is  very 
Z  4  '  great  j 
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'  great;  and  if  future  PaHiaments  fhould  be  always 
'  of  the  fame  opinion  the  lafl  was  of,  we  are  like  to 
'  remain  for  ever  in  the  moil  profound  ignorance ; 
'  for  I  did  not  hear  one  argument  made  ufe  of,  in  the 

*  laft  Parliament,  againft  the  motions  then  made,  for 

*  fome  infight  into  our  foreign  affairs,  but  what  will 

*  for  ever  be  as  ftrong  as  it  was  at  that  time :  The 

*  motions  then  made,  were  not  for  a  difcovery  of 

*  any  of  the  tranfaclions  then  upon  the  anvil  •,  thefe 

*  motions  were  only  for  fome  papers,  relating  to 

*  tranfaclions  that  had  been  quite  finifhed  feveral 
'  years  before  ;  and  the  only  reafon  I  [heard  given 
^  for  refufing  us  that  favour,  was,  that  the  publifhlng 
^  of  fuch  papers,  the  difcovering  of  fuch  tranfadions, 

*  might  open  old  fores,  they  might  relate  fome  way 

*  or  another  to  the  prefent  tranfaclions,  and  there- 

*  fore  it  was  not  proper  they  fhould  be  laid  before 

*  us  ;  nay,  we  were  not  fo  much  as  allowed  to  call 

*  for  them,  in  order  to  have  had  that  anfwer  from 

*  his  Majefty,  from  whom  only  it  was  proper  for 

*  this  houfe  to  take  any  fuch  anfwer.     At  this  rate, 

*  Sir,  we  fhall  never  have  any  account  of  the  tranf- 

*  aclions  of  any  minifter,  till  fome  new  favourite 

*  ftarts  up,   and  refolves  to  difgrace  his  predeceffor, 

*  by  expofmg  the  wickednefs  or  the  folly  of  his  con^ 
^  du6l„ 

'  That  our  late  conduct  has  not  been  quite  fo  pru- 

*  dent,  is,  I  am  fure,  very  much  fufpeded  by  the 

*  generality  of  the  nation,  whatever  ic  may  be  by 

*  the  majority  of  this  houfe.     We  have  been  long 

*  amufed,   Sir  -,  we  have  had  a  great  deal  of  pa- 

*  tience  ;  but  it  is  not.  Sir,  that  fort  of  peoplemeant 

*  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  who  have  been  fo  amufed  : 
^  It  is  not  the  diiaffeCled,  the  enemies  to  hisMajefly's 

*  faniily  and  the  prefent  happy  eflablifliment,  who 
'^  have  been  obliged  to  have  patience  •,  no.  Sir,  fuch 
^  men  are,  I  believe,  glad  to  lee  llich  meafures  pur- 
^  fued  :  It  is  thofe  who  are  well  affedled  towards  his 
^  Majefty,  thofe  who  are  real  friends  to  the  prefent 

'         '  eftablifh» 
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eftablifliment,  who  have  been  lately  amufed  ;  and 
it  mud  be  acknowledged  they  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  patience.  That  the  nation  has  been  af- 
fronted, that  our  trade  has  been  interrupted,  tlut 
our  merchants  have  been  plundered,  and  our  fea- 
men  moft  cruelly  ufed,  are  facts  noc  to  be  contro- 
verted. Whether  they  have  proceeded  from  the 
ambitious  projeds  of  foreign  courts,  or  from  the 
blunders  of  fome  of  our  own  people  at  home,  is  a 
queftion  this  houfe  ought  to  look  into ;  and  for 
that  purpofe,  we  ought  to  infift  upon  having  all 
neceflary  lights  laid  before  us.  But  for  the  pre- 
fent  I  fhall  fuppofe,  that  they  have  all  proceeded 
from  the  ambitious  projedls  of  foreign  courts  : 
What  fatisfadion  then  have  we  obtained,  for  the 
infults  and  indignities  we  have  fufFered?  What 
reparation  have  our  merchants  got,  for  the  loITes 
they  have  fuftained  ?  Is  this  nation  brought  fo  low, 
that  we  mufh  fubmit  to  fuffer,  to  be  dilturbed  by 
the  ambitious  projeds  of  foreign  courts,  without 
daring  once  to  infifl:  upon  an  adequate  farisfadion, 
a  full  reparation  P  I  hope  not,  Sir ;  and  till  an  a~ 
dequate  fatisfadion  and  a  full  reparation  be  obtain- 
ed, I  (hall  not  be  ready  to  agree  to  pafs  compli- 
ments upon  our  late  conduct.  If  we  have  met 
with  fo  few  or  fo  fmall  difturbances,  if  our  trade 
has  fo  greatly  increafed,  what  advantage  hath  the 
public  reaped  from  the  happy  Rate  v\^e  have  been 
in  ?  What  part  of  the  public  debts  have  we  dlf- 
charged  ?  What  taxes  have  we  relieved  the  people 
from  ?  Surely,  Sir,  if  we  have  been  for  fo  many 
years  in  fuch  a  happy  (late,  a  great  part  of  our 
debts  might  have  beeh  difcharged,  and  fc^veral  of 
our  moft  grievous  taxes  taken  off.  But  the  fad  is 
otherwife,  we  have  been  every  year  keeping  up 
great  armies,  fitting  out  great  fleets,  and  putting 
the  nation  to  a  vaft  expence.  In  fliorr.  Sir,  we  have 
been,  for  thefe  feveral  years,  in  a  very  odd  fort  of 
|late  i  we  hav^  had  war  without  hoililities,   and 
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peace  without  quiet ;  and  while  the  nation  continues 
in  the  fame  mungrel  fort  of  Hate,  fhall  this  houfe 
pafs  high  compHments  on  the  condu6i;  of  our 
minifters  ? 

'  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  amendment  offered 
will  fhew  a  diffidence  in  his  Majefty's  condudl,  is 
to  tell  this  houfe,  that  we  .muft  never  recommend 
any  meafure  to  our  Sovereign  ;  or  rather  to  the  mi- 
nifters of  our  Sovereign  ;  which  is  a  maxim  no 
member  of  this  houfe  will,  I  hope,  admit  of. 
Surely,  Sir,  we  are  not  to  negled  our  duty  to  our 
country,  or  to  our  King,  for  fear  of  giving  foreign 
courts  caufe  to  think,  that  we  have  a  diffidence  in 
his  M.ij city's  condu6l :  Such  furmifes  we  are  al- 
ways to  difregard,  even  though  the  nation  were  in 
much  greater  danger  than  it  is  at  prefent :  For  this 
we  have  many  precedents,  but  one  I  Hiall  take 
notice  of,  which  I  think  diredly  in  point.  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  granted,  that  in  the  year  1702,  this 
nation  was  in  greater  danger  than  it  can  be  fup- 
pofed  at  prefent ;  we  had  then  actually  declared  war 
againft  France  and  S_pain^  who  had  at  that  time  in 
alliance  with  them  the  Kino;  of  Portup-aL  the  Duke 
of  Savoy ^  and  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  ,  whereas  we 
had  none  but  the  Emperor  and  the  Butch  ;  yet  in 
that  year,  this  houfe  not  only  recommended  to  the 
late  Qiieen,  to  prevail  with  the  Butch  to  prohibit 
trade  with  France  and  Spain^  but  adlually  made  it 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  power  they  gave  her 
to  augment  her  forces,  and  that  no  foreign  troops 
fhe  fhouid  take  into  her  fervice,  fiiould  enter  into 
Englijh  pay,  till  that  condition  were  complied 
with.  I  do  not  doubt  but  the  houfe  was  then  told, 
that  fuch  a  recommendation,  much  more  fuch  a 
condition  annexed  to  their  grant,  would  fhew  a 
miftruft  in  her  Majefty's  condutl ;  but  they  thought 
it  their  duty  to  do  fo  ;  therefore  they  had  no  re- 
gard to  fuch  infinuations,  and  we  all  know,  that 

'  their 
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their  behaviour  was  attended  with  no  bad  conf-- 
quence. 
'  The  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  is  certainly  of 
as  much  confequence  to  other  nations  as  it  is  to  this ; 
and  when  it  comes  to  be  really  in  danger,  it  is  not 
to  be  queflioned,  but  we  will  find  other  powers  as 
ready  to  join  with  us  as  we  are  to  join  with  them, 
for  its  prefervation  •,  and  unlefs  we  (hew  too  much 
readinefs  to  bear  all  the  expence,  it  is  alfo  certain, 
that  thofe  who  are  in  equal  danger,  will  never  re- 
fufe  to  bear  their  proportionable  fliare  of  the  ex- 
pence  :  But  if  ever  this  nation  fhould  fet  itfelf  up 
as  the  JDoH  ^ixote  of  Europe,  we  may  then  expect' 
that  mod  ot  the  powers  of  Europe,  who  are  not 
immediately  attacked,  will  leave  the  whole  bur- 
den upon  us  ;  and  this,  I  am  afraid,  is  too  much 
the  cafe  at  prefent  -,  for  as  our  neighbours,  the  Butch ^ 
are  more  expofed  to  the  danger  than  we  are,  1  muft 
conclude,  from  their  inadivity,  tbiat  either  they 
do  not  think  the  balance  of  power  in  danger,  or 
otherwife  we  have  given  them  room  to  believe, 
that  we  will  take  upon  us  the  defence  of  this  ba- 
lance, without  putting  them  to  any  trouble  or  ex- 
pence  ;  and,  for  this  reafon,  I  think  it  is  become 
abfolutely  necefifary  for  us  to  give  fome  fuch  recom- 
m.endation  to  his  Majefty,  as  is  propofed  by  this 
amendment,  in  order  to  convince  the  world,  that 
we  are  not  to  fet  ourfelves  up  as  the  Don  Quixotes 
of  Europe,  Such  a  refolution  can  fubjedl  us  to  no 
dependency,  becaufe  it  is  a  refolution  we  can  alter 
whenever  we  have  a  mind  •,  for  if  fuch  a  cafe  fhould 
happen,  as  it  is  hardly  pofiible  it  ever  will,  that 
moft  of  the  nations  in  Europe  fhould  relblve  to 
look  tamely  on,  and  fee  the  balance  of  power 
quite  overturned,  I  would  then  think  it  the  duty 
and  the  honour  of  this  nation,  rather  to  play  the 
Don  ^ivxote  o{  Europe,  than  to  fee  our  own  liber- 
ties fwaliowed  up  in  the  ruins  of  thofe  of  our  neigh- 
bours.' 

The 
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The  queftion  being  at  lafl  put,  for  agreeing  to  the 
amendment,  upon  a  divifion,  it  was  carried  in  the 
negative,  265  to  185. 

Then  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  motion,  which 
was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion  j  and  a  committee 
being  named  to  draw  up  the  addrefs,  they  made  their 
report  next  day,  when  the  addrefs  was  agreed  to, 
which  is  as  follows,  viz, 

Mofi  gracious  Sovereign , 

E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjedls,  the  Commons  of  Great  Britain  in 
Parliament  aJTembled,  beg  leave  to  return  our 
humblell:  thanks  for  your  Majefty's  moft  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne  ;  and  to  acknowledge,  in 
the  moft  grateful  manner,  your  Majefty's  tender 
and  afFedlionate  concern  for  the  welfare  of  your 
people,  in  fteadily  purfuing  fuch  meafures  as  have 
tended  towards  peace  and  accommodation,  rather 
than  to  involve,  too  precipitately,  this  kingdom 
and  all  Europe^  in  a  general  and  bloody  war. 

*  Among  fo  many  differing  interefts  and  contend- 
ing powers,  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  it  is  your 
Majefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs  alone,  which  could 
have  fecured  to  us  our  prefent  happy  fituation  ; 
and  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  could  never  appear 
with  greater  honour  and  luftre,  than  by  your  Ma- 
jefty's interpofing  your  good  offices  between  the 
contending  parties :  And  as  they  have  received 
them  with  due  refpect,  we  cannot  but  hope,  their 
own  prudence  will  help  to  complete  fo  defirable  a 
work. 

*  It  is  our  duty,  and  we  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the 
greateft  gratitude  to  your  Majefty,  for  the  care  and 
concern  which  muft  have  attended  your  unwearied 
endeavours,  both  in  beginning  and  carrying  on 
thofc  good  offices  *,  which,  being  accepted,  have 
brought  things  to  fo  great  a  forwardnefs,  that  a 
plan,  in  concert  with  the  States  General,  may,  in 

*  a  fhorc 
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^  a  fhort  time,  he  offered  to  the  confideration  of  all 
'  the  powers  engaged  in  the  war  -,   which,   notwith- 

'  (landing  the  great  difficulties  that  muft  attend  Co 

*  great  a  v/ork,  may  ferve  for  the  bafis  of  a  general 

*  negotiation  of  peace,  confident  with  the  honoui 

*  and  interell  of  alJ  parties,  as  far  as  the  circum- 
'  fiances  of  time  and  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs 

*  will  permit. 

'  If  thefe  meafures,  concerted  for  the  common  re- 

*  pofe  and  tranquility  of  all  Europe,  ihould  unhap- 

*  pily  meet  with  any  difapointment,  your  Majefly'^s 

*  wifdom  and  care  muft  be  acknowledged  to  have 
*"  deferved  that  fuccefs,    which  the  wifeft  counfels 

*  cannot  always  command.  But,  whatever  the 
'  event  may  be,    we  beg  leave  to  afTure  your  Ma- 

*  jefty,  that  this  houfe  will  chearfully  and  eff^eflual- 
'  ly  raife  fuch  fupplies,  as  fhall  be  neceflary  for 
^  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  your  Majefty  and  thefe 

*  kingdoms  ;  and  enable  your  Majefty  to  a6l  that 

*  part,  which  honour  and  juftice,   and  the  true  inte- 

*  reft  of  your  people  (hall  call  upon  your  Majefty  ta 

*  undertake/ 

This  addrefs  was  prefented  to  his  Majefty  orj 
Wednefday  the  29th  ot  January  ;  to  which  his  Ma- 
jefty was  pleafed  to  give  the  following  anfwer^ 
viz. 


Gentlemen, 
jr  Return  you  tny  thanks  for  this  duliulf  and  loyal  ad-  The 
-*   drefs.     I  depend  intirely  upon  your  fidelity  and  a  fee-  ^'"^^'^  ^-^ 
lion,  and  your  due  regard  to  the  public  welfare,  that  /  '^'^^ 
fhall  he  fupported  in  fuch  meafures,  as  I  may  he  ohliged 
to  purfue.     And  you  may  be  afjured,  that  the  honour 
and  inter  eft  of  my  crown  and  people,  fhall  he  the  rule  and 
guide  of  all  my  actions  and  refolutions. 

The  motion  for  this  addrefs  was  made  by  7(?^;r Speakers, 
Hedges,    Efqj  member  for  Fowey  in  Cornwall,  and 

fecondcd 
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feconded  by  John  Campbell^  Efq-,  member  for  Pern-- 
broke/hire.  The  amendment  was  propofed  by  Sir 
William  Wyndhmn^  bart.  member  for  Somerfetjhire^ 
and  amended  by  the  Mailer  of  the  Rolls.  The 
fpeakers  for  the  motion,  and  againft  the  amendment, 
befides  the  two  firft  mentioned,  were  Thomas  Win- 
nhiglon^  Efq-,  Henry  Pelham^  Efq;  Sir  William  Tonge^ 
Jofeph  Danvers,  Efq;  and  ya?nes  Oglethorpe^  Efq; 
The  fpeakers  againft  the  motion,  and  for  the  amend- 
ment, befides  the  two  abovemcntioned,  were  the 
Lord  Morpeth^  the  Lord  Noel  Somerfet^  William  Ship- 
;pen^  Efq;  Sir  'Thomas  Ajlon^  Robert  Dundafs^  Efq; 
Philip  Gyhbon^  Efq;  Samuel  Sandys^  Efq;  Walter 
Plimmer^  Efq;  and  William  Pulteney^  Efq; 

N  Thurfday  the  6th  day  o^  February^  it  was  re- 
folved  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  '  That  in 
the  petition  of  any  eledlor  or  electors,  for  any 
county,  city  or  place,  fending  members  to  Parlia- 
ment, complaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return, 
and  alledging  that  fome  other  perfon  was  duly 
elected,  and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  the  fitting 
member  fo  complained  of,  might  demand  and  ex- 
amine into  the  qualifications  of  fuch  perfon,  fo 
alledged  to  be  duly  elected,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  if  fuch  perfon  had  himfelf  petitioned  :  Which 
rcfolution  was  declared  to  be  a  fi:anding  order  of 
the  houfc' 


Next  day  the  houfe  (according  to  order)  refolved 
vSt\^  into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  con- 
fider  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty  ;  and  a 
motion  being  made  for  the  houfe's  coming  to  a  re- 
folution,  '  That  30,000  men  fliould  be  employed 
'  for  fea-fervice,  for  the  year  1735,  beginning 
'  from  the  ift  day  di  January^  ^734*'  This  num- 
ber was  objeded  to,  as  being  too  large,  and  much 
larger  than  what  was  voted  for  laft  year  ;  and  there- 
fore it  was  moved,  that  their  refolution  fhould  be^ 

'  That 
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'  That   2  0,000  men  fhould  be  employed  for  fea- 

*  fcrvicc  for  the  year  1735,  beginning  from  the  ifl: 
'  day  o' January  1734/  which  was  the  number  vo- 
ted for  laft  year,  and  was,  as  they  thouglit,  fufficient 
for  the  enfuing  year.  Upon  this,  there  enllied  a  de- 
bate, in  which  the  arguments  made  ufe  of,  for  the 
30,000  men,  were  as  follows,   viz. 

*  Sir,  with  rcfped  to  die  queftion  now  before  us,  Argumen 

*  I  hope  no  gentleman  expe6ls,    that  for  his  fatif-  for  that 

*  fac1;ion,  his  Majcfty  fhould  be  obliged,  to  difclofe  ^"^"^^'■• 

*  to  this  houfe,  all  the  fecrets  of  his  government,  all 

*  the  negotiations  he  is  now  carrying  on  with  foreign 

*  powers,  and  all  the  private  informations  he  may 

*  have  received,  in  relation  to  the  views  and  defigns 

*  of  the  feveral  powers  now  engaged  in  war ;  nor 

*  can  it  be  expelled,  that  his  Majefty  fhould  now 
'  declare  poflitively  to  us,  what  he  is  refolved  to  do, 

*  in  relation  to  his  engaging  or  not  engaging  in  the 

*  prefent  war  :  If  any  fuch  thing  could  be  done,  I 
'  believe  it  would  very  foon  put  an  end  to  the  quefti- 
'  on  •,  but  no  fuch  thing  has  ever  yet  been  pradifed, 

*  nor  has  this  houfe  ever  thought  fuch  a  pradlife  ne- 
'  cefTary,  for  inducing  them  to  agree  to  any  demand 
'  made  by  the  crown,  and  I  hope  it  never  will  ; 
'  for  if  ever  this  ihould  come  to  be  thought  necefliiry, 
'  it  would  lay  this  nation  under  a  very  great  dif- 

*  advantage ;  becaufe  it  cannot  be  expedled  that  what 

*  is  once  difclofed,  in  fuch  a  numerous  alTembly, 
'  fhould  continue  long  a  fecret  j    from  whence  this 

*  inconvenience  would  necefTariiy  enfue,  that  foreign 

*  powers  might,  at  all  times,  proceed  with  great  fe- 
'  crecy  in  their  meafures,  for  the  deftruclion  or  di- 
'  flurbance  of  this  nation,  while  we  could  do  nothing 
'  to  annoy  our  enemies,  nor  even  provide  for  our 

*  own   defence,    but  in   the  moft  open  and  public 

*  manner  :  Nay,  if  our  King  fhould,  at  any  time, 
'  get  information  ofthedefjgns  of  our  enemies,    he 

*  would  be  obliged  to  difcovcr  to  this  houfe,  that  is 

'  to 
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to  fay,  be  would  be  obliged  to  tell  our  enemies  front 
whom  he  had  that  information  ♦,  and,  upon  fuch  a 
fuppofition,  it  is  certain  no  information  would  ever 
be  given  to  us  ;  we  could  never  know  any  thing 
of  the  fecret  defigns  of  our  enemies,  till  the  very 
moment  of  their  execution  ;  and  therefore,  we  mufl: 
conclude,  that  fuch  a  maxim  in  this  houfe,  would 
be  abfolutely  inconfiftent  with  the  fafety  of  our 
country  ;  for  which  reafon  we  mud,  in  the  pre- 
fent  cafe,  and  in  all  fuch  cafes,  take  the  argument 
intirely,  from  what  appears  In  his  Majefty's  fpeech, 
and  from  thofe  public  accounts,  which  are  known 
to  every  gentleman  in  the  houfe. 
'  Upon  this  footing.  Sir,  and  upon  none  otherj 
fliall  I  prefume  to  give  my  reafons,  for  agreeing  to 
the  augmentation  propofed  *,  and,  indeed,  upon 
this  footing,  the  reafons  are,  in  my  opinion,  fo 
evident  and  fo  ftrong,  that  there  is  no  occafion  for 
inquiring  into  any  fecrets,  in  order  to  find  other 
reafons  for  our  agreeing  to  this  augmentation* 
From  what  has  ias  yet  appeared,  we  are  not,  it  Is 
true,  obliged  to  engage  in  the  pre  fen  t  war  ;  for  as 
the  motives,  or  at  lead,  the  pretended  motives  for 
the  war,  relate  intirely  to  the  affair  of  Poland  •,  and 
as  that  is  an  affair,  in  which  the  interefl  of  this 
nation  is  no  way  concerned,  we  are  not  obliged  to 
engage  in  the  war  upon  that  account  :  The  Em- 
peror has,  indeed,  called  upon  us  for  the  fuccours, 
which  he  pretends  are  fllpulated,  by  the  treaties 
fubfifting  between  us  •,  but  as  we  are  not,  by  any 
treaty,  engaged  to  fupport  either  one  party  or  the 
other  in  Poland^  or  to  fupport  his  Imperial  Majefty 
in  his  views  relating  to  that  kingdom  ;  therefore 
we  do  not  think  ourfelves  obliged,  by  any  treaty 
fubfifting  between  us^  to  furnifh  him  with  fuccours 
in  a  war,  which  has  been  occafioned,  as  is  pre- 
tended at  leaft,  merely  by  the  prefent  difpute  about 
the  eledlion  of  a  King  of  Poland,  If  we  were  ab- 
folutely certain,  that  the  motives  afllgned,  were  the 

*  real 
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real  and  the  only  motives  for  the  prefent  wat*  ;  if 
we  had  a  full  aflurance,  that  the  parties  engaged, 
would  carry  their  views  no  hirther,  I  fliould  readily 
grant,  that  there  would  have  been  no  occafion  for 
our  putting  ourfelves  to  any  expence,  nor  would 
there  be  now  any  necelllty  for  the  augmentation 
propofed  ;  but  this  is  what  we  neither  could  at  the 
beginning,  nor  can  yet  depend  on :  Foreign  courts 
may  have  fecret  views,  which  cannot  be  immedi- 
ately difcovered  ;  but  his  Majcfly,  by  offering  to 
interpofe  his  good  offices,  has  taken  the  moft 
effectual  method,  for  difcovering  the  fecret  views 
of  all  the  parties  concerned  ;  and  if,  by  the  inter- 
pofition  of  his  good  offices,  he  fliould  difcover, 
that  either  of  the  parties  engaged  in  war  will  ac- 
cept of  no  reafonable  terms,  we  may  from  thence 
conclude,  that  the  affiiir  of  Poland ,  was  not  the 
only  and  real  motive  for  the  war  ;  but  that,  under 
that  pretence,  there  was  a  defign  formed,  to  over- 
turn the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  ;  in  which 
cafe,  we  would  be  obliged,  both  in  honour  and 
intereft,  as  well  as  by  treaty,  not  only  to  take  a 
fliare  in  the  war,  but  to  join  with  all  our  force 
againft  that  party,  who  we  found  had  formed  fuch 
a  defign. 

'  In  the  formation  of  every  defign  for  overturn- 
ing the  balance  of  power  in  Europe^  the  party  that 
forms  it,  muft  not  only  have  great  ambition,  bur, 
before  he  dares  attempt  to  put  it  in  execution,  he 
muft  have  fome  hopes  of  fuccefs :  The  ambition 
of  our  neighbours,  Sir,  is  what  we  cannot  prevent, 
but  we  may  by  proper  precaucions  f^afonably  taken, 
deprive  them  of  all  hopes  of  fuccefs  •,  and  by  fo 
doing,  we  (hall  always  prevent  their  attempting  to 
put  their  defigns  in  execution.  From  this  maxim 
we  may  fee  the  wifdom  of  the  meafures  taken  bft 
year:  His  Majefty  did  not  find  himfelf  obliged, 
to  take  any  fliare  in  the  vv^ar,  but  as  the  ambirion 
of  either  of  the  parties  engaged,  might  at  lafl:  in- 
Vol.  XII,  A  a  *  vclv2 
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volve  this  nation  in  the  war  ;  therefore  he  offered 
to  interpofe  his  good  offices,  for  bringing  about  an 
accommodation  :  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
views  of  the  parties  engaged,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  yet  upon  feeing  this  nation  put  itfelf  in 
fuch  a  pofture  of  defence,  they  all  thought  proper 
to  drop  any  ambitious  views  they  might  then  en- 
tertain, by  accepting  of  the  good  offices  his  Ma- 
jefty  had  offered  :    Their  ready  compliance  in  this 
refpecl,    can  be  attributed  to  nothing,  but  the  pre- 
parations we  made  lad  year,  and  the  powers  that 
were  granted  by  laft  feffion  of  Parliament  to  his 
Majefty  ;  for  by  thefe,  we  deprived  them  of  all 

■  hopes  of    fucceeding  in    any  of  their  ambitious 

■  viev/s.     It  was  this.  Sir,  that  produced  an  accepta- 

*  tion  of  the  good  offices,  his  Majefly  had  offered  h 
'  and  if  we  fhould  flacken  in  our  meafures,  if  v/e 
'  fhould  difcontinue  our  preparations,  it  would  ren- 
'  der  us  defpicable,   in  the  eyes  of  all  the  parties 

*  engaged  in  war,  and  would  confequently   difap- 

*  point  the  good  effeds  we  have  reafon  to  expedl 

*  from  that  acceptation. 

'  At  the  beginning  of  lall   feffion,  it  was  very 

*  well  known,  diat  the  French  were  fitting  out  a 
'  large  fquadron  at  Breft^  and  were  providing  tran- 

*  fports  and  a  land  army,  to  be  fent  along  with  that 
'  fquadron,  under  pretence  of  relieving  Da?itzick. 
^  In   fuch  a  fituation.   Sir,  I  fliould  have  thought 

*  thofe  who  had  the  honour  toadvife  the  King,  very 
'  imprudent,  or  very  unfaithful  counfellors,  if  they 
^  had  notadvifed  him,  to  put  the  nation  immediately 

*  into  a  ftate  of  defence  ;  for  tho'  it  was  probable, 

*  neither  the  French^  nor  any  other  power,  would 
^  attack  us,  while  we   continued  neutral,  yet  it  is 

*  certain,  it   was  then,  and   always  will  be,    very 

*  "'iiiuch  the  French  interefi  to  have  this  nation  of  its 
•fide  •,  and  if  they  had  then  feen,  or  ffiould  iipor 
'  any  liich  occufion  f^e,  that  it  would  be  eafy  tc 
5^^(iverturn  our  government,  by  our  not  being  fuffi- 

*  cienti) 
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ciently  provided  for  defence,  and  could,  by  over- 
turning our  government,  get  this  nation  to  join 
with  them,  it  would  then  have  been,  and  always 
will  be,  very  well  worth  their  while,  to  make  the 
attempt  •,  therefore,  in  order  to  preferve  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  nation,  we  ought  always  to  be 
upon  our  guard,  and  ought  to  make  fome  addi- 
tional provifion  for  our  defence,  when  any  of  our 
neighbours  are  fitting  out  large  fquadrons  which 
may  pofTibly  be  made  ufe  of,  to  attack  or  invade 
this  nation.  This,  Sir,  was  the  reafon,  and  this 
was  then,  I  think,  a  fuflicient  reafon  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  defiring  20,000  men  from  lad  feffim  of  Par- 
liament, for  fea-fervice  •,  but  from  what  has  fince 
happened,  this  reafon  feems  to  have  gathered  a 
little  more  weight  •,  for  tho'  there  was  no  particular 
reafon  to  fufped,  that  the  French  fquadron  was  de- 
figned  againil  us,  yet  there  was  no  other  place  in 
the  world,  for  which  it  could  be  defigned,  except 
Danlzick  •,  and  whether  it  was  defigned  for  Daut- 
zick  or  not,  it  is  certain,  it  did  not  go  toJDantzick  ; 
for  we  all  know,  it  continued  at  Breft  the  whole 
fummer. 

'  After  the  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament  had  agreed 
to  the  20,000  feamen  defired  by  his  Majefly,  he 
had  an  account,  that  befides  the  fquadron  fitting 
out  at  Breft ^  both  the  French  and  the  Spaniards  had 
given  orders  for  fitting  out  all  their  fliips  of  war, 
lying  in  any  of  their  ports,  from  'Toulon  round  to 
Breft  ',  from  whence  his  Majefty,  with  great  rea- 
fon, thought  it  abfolutely  necelTary,  to  make  a 
farther  addition  to  his  naval  force  j  for  which  pur- 
pofe  he  applied  to  his  Parliament  for  a  power  to 
do  fo  ;  and  in  purfuance  of  the  powers  granted 
him  upon  that  application,  he  has  fince  made  an 
addition  of  7000  men  to  the  fea-fervice,  fo  that 
our  prefent  naval  cilabliflimcnt  confilis  of  27000 
men  j  kw<^n  thoufand  of  which  mult  be  reduced, 
A  a  2  -  if 
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*  if  we  (Tiould  agree  to  grant  but  20,000  feamen  for 
^  the  enfuing  yean 

'  Having  thus,  Sir,  laid  the  prefent  ftate  of  our 

*  naval  force  before  you,  let  us  confider  the  prefent 
!  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  Europe^  the  circuniftances 
'  our  neighbours  are  in,  and  the  circumftances  we 
^  are  in  ourfelves.     As  to  the  affairs  of  Europe,  k  is 

*  certain,  they  feem  to  be  in  no  lefs  dangerous  ftate 

*  than  they  were  laft  year  ^  his  Majefty's  good  of- 
*.  fices  are,  indeed,  accepted  of,  but  that  acceptation 
:  has  not  as  yet  produced  the  widied  for  effedt,  nor 

*  can  it  be  expecfted  it  ftiould,  if  his  Majefty  fliould 

*  appear  to  be  lefs  powerful,  when  he  comes  to  offer 

*  terms  of  peace,  than  he  was  when  he  made  the 
^  offer  of  his  good  offices  j  we  cannot  therefore, 
^  from  the  prefent  ftate  of  the  affairs  of  Europe ,  draw 

*  any  argument  for  diminiftiing  our  naval  force* 
t  Then  as  to  the  circun.ftances  of  our  neighbours, 
'  it  is  very  certam,  that  not  only  all  the  ftiips  ofwar, 

*  fitted  out  either  by  the  French  or  Spaniards^  are 

*  .continued  in  commiffion  *,  but  [both  thefe  nations 

*  are,  with  the  utmoft  application,  re-building  and 

*  repairing  every  iliip  of  force  they  have  in  their 

*  dominions,  and  are,  befides,  building  new  fhips 

*  of  war  as  faft  as  they  can  5  from  whence  I  think  it 

*  is  evident^  that  inftead  of  making  any  redudion  of 
^  the  naval  force  we  bad  laft  year,  we  ought  to  make 
ffpme,  addition,  and  the  addition  propofed,  which 
^.  is  properly  but  3000  men,  is  in  my  opinion,   the 

*  icaft  that  can  be  thought  of. 

'. :'  Tbisy  Sir,  muft  be  thought  ftill  more  reafonable, 

*  if  we  confider  our  own  particular  circumftances, 
*,^^nd  the  difficulty  there  is  of  getting  our  feamen 
^*^  together  after  they  are  once  difperfed.  In  coun- 
;*  tri^s  where  abfoluce  and  arbitrary  government  pre- 
2*  vails,  they  have  all  their  feamen  regiftered,  and 
*;. they;  always  know,  where  they  may  find  them, 

*  wlien  they  hayeoccafion  for  them  ,  Their  feamen, 
1  a§^vveil  as  all  their  other^ilibjedls,  are  under  a  fort 

- '  '  '  *  of 
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*  of  martial  difcipline,  they  cannot  abfcnt  tliem- 
*'  felves  without  a  furlough,  and  they  mull  remain 
'  abfent  no    longer  than  their  furlough  gives  them 

*  leave  •,  by  v^'hich  means,    the  government  always 

*  knows  what  number  they  may  depend  on,    upon 

*  any  emergency  i  but  in  this  happy  country,  where 

*  every  private  man  enjoys  his  full  liberty,  we  can- 

*  not  command  our  feamen  to  flay  at  home,  nor 

*  can  we  call  them  home  when  we  have  a  mind  ; 
'  for,  notwithftanding  the  difficulties  which  every 
'  one  knows  we  found  laft  fummer,  to  man  the  fleet 
'  then  fitted  out,  yet  it  was  computed,  there  were 
'  at  leaft  ii,ooo  Britijh  failors  employed  all  laft 
'  fummer,  on  board  of  Briti/h  fhips  in  the  fervice  of 
'  foreigners,  either  as  tranfports  or  as  trading  (hips : 

*  In  this  country,  we  never  have  any  wayofprovid- 
'  ing  failors  for  our  fleet,  upon  any  fudden  emergen- 
■  cy,  but  by  prefling  thole  feamen  we  find  by  chance 

at  home,  or  upon  our  own  coafts  ;  and  this  method 
is  always  attended  with  fo  many  inconvcnicncics, 
that,    in  order  to  prevent  our  being  at  any  time  re- 
duced to  that  neceifity,  every  man  who  has  a  duf; 
regard  to  the  liberty  and  the  happinefs  of  the  fub- 
jedt,  mud  agree,  that  we  ought,   upon  every  oc- 
cafion,   to  begin  early  to  provide  againft  any  dan- 
ger we  think  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend. 
'  In  all  the  meafures  we  have  hitherto  taken,  re- 
lating to  the  prefent  v/ar,  our  ancient  and  natural 
allies  the  Dutch^  have  cordially  joined  with  us  in 
every  thing :    They  joined  heartily  with  his  Ma- 
jefly,  in  offering  their  good  offices  for  compofing 
the  prefent  unhappy  differences  in  Europe^  and  they 
have  likcwife  joined  with  his  Majcily  in  concert- 
ing a  proper  plan  for  a  pacification.     It  may  per- 
haps be  infinuated,  that  they  have  put  themfelvcs 
to  no  expence  on  account  of  the  prefent  war  ;  but 
this  is  neither  a  juft  nor  a  true  infmuation  ;  for  it  is 
very  well  known     that  before  this  war  broke  out, 
fhey  had  refoived  to  have  made  a  very  confiderable 
hz  2  '  reduc- 
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redudlion  of  their  land  forces.  Every  one  knows, 
that  foon  after  the  peace  of  Utrecht^  they  reduced 
their  army  to  32,000  men,  and  for  feveral  years 
after,  they  kept  it  at  that  number  ;  but  upon  a 
change  which  happened  in  the  affairs  of  Europe^ 
they  augmented  it  again  to  52,000  men,  and  at 
thar  time,  we  likewife  found  it  neceflary  to  in- 
creafe  our  army  to  26,000  men  :  The  war  with 
which  Europe  was  then  threatened  was  happily 
prevented  -3  and  as  foon  as  it  was,  we  immediately 
began  to  reduce  our  army  *,  we  reduced  at  firft 
5000,  and  foon  after  3000,  of  the  number  we  had 
increafed  it  to  •,  but  the  Dutch  made  at  that  time 
no  redu6tion  :  They  never  thought  of  making  any 
redudion,  till  the  very  year  before  the  prefcnt 
v.'ar  broke  out  *,  then,  indeed,  a  refolution  was 
aitnally  taken  in  fome  of  the  provinces,  to  reduce 
10,000,  and  that  was  foon  to  have  been  followed, 
by  the  reduction  of  another  10,000,  in  order  to 
have  brought  their  army  to  its  former  {hndard  of 
32,000  men  :  Both  thefe  reductions  have  been 
put  off,  merely  on  account  of  the  prefent  war  *,  fo 
that,  to  fpeak  properly,  they  have  put  themfelves 
to  the  expence  of  maintaining  20,000  men  ever 
fmce  the  v/ar  began  ,  and  therefore,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  if  they  have  made  no  addition  to  their 
fleet,  efpecially  if  we  confider,  that  they  are  in  no 
danger  of  being  attacked  by  fea,  and  the  bad  con- 
dition their  navy  happens  to  be  in  at  prefent, 
which  is  occafioned  by  the  vaft  expence  they  were 
put  to  during  the  lall  war,  in  which  they  were 
obliged  to  maintain  a  much  greater  number  of 
land-forces  than  we  maintained,  and  were  farther 
obHged  to  be  at  the  expence  of  all  the  fieges  that 
were  undertaken  during  the  war. 
'  The  Dutch,  it  is  true.  Sir,  concluded  a  treaty  of 
neutrality  with  France^  with  regard  to  ih^  Auftrian 
Netherlands  *,  but  it  is  not  from  thence  to  be  con- 
cluded, that  they  are  engaged  in  any  intereft  fepa- 

'  rate 
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'  rate  from  us.     They  were  no  way  conccrnc.l  in 

*  the  affair  of  Poland,  no  more  than  wc  •,  if  their 
'  barrier  was  fecurcd,  and  the  balance  of  power  nor 
'  brought  in  any  danger,   they  had  good  reafon  to 

*  think  themfelves  no  way  concerned  in  the  war  •, 

*  the  firil  they  provided  for  by  their  treaty  of  neu- 
'  nallty,  and  the  hift  could  be  in  no  danger,  as  long 
«  as  the  parties  engaged  in  war,  confined  their  views 

*  to  what  they  then  publickly  declared  •,  but  if  either 

*  of  them  fliould  begin  to  extend  their  views,  and 

*  thereby  bring  the  balance  of  power  into  danger, 

*  the  Butch   would  be  then  at   liberty,    and  would 

*  certainly  do  what  was  incumbent  upon  them  in  fuch 
'  a  conjun6lure  ;  and  till  that  conjuncture  happens, 
«  we  can  have  no  more  concern  in  the  war  than  they  : 
«  Nay  firther,  in  the  concluding  of  that  treaty  of 
«  neutrality,  fo  careful  were  the  Butch  to  preferve 
'  to  themielves,  a  liberty  of  doing  afterwards  what 

*  they  fhould  find  proper  •,   that  by  an  exprefs  pro- 

*  vifion  in  the  treaty,  they  have  rcferved  to  them- 

*  felves,  a  power  of  fending  the  (lipulated  fuccours 

*  to  the  Emperor,  in  cafe  they  fliould  find  it  ncceila- 
*•  ry  fo  to  do. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  it  appears,  that  the  Butch  are  fo  far 

*  from  having  fallen  into  any  meafures  feparate  from 

*  us,  that  they  have  continued  a  heavy  charge  upon 

*  themfelves,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  join  with  us,  in 
«  any  meafure,  that  may  hereafter  appear  necelfary, 

*  forprefervingthebalanceof  power  in  £?/ro/?<?-,  and 
'  for  that  reafon,   as  well  as  a  great  many  others,    I 

*  think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us,   to  put  ourfclves  in 

*  fuch  a  condition,  as  may  enable  us  to  ad  that  part 

*  which  Great  Britain  ought  to  undertake,  in  the  glo- 

*  rious  caiife  of  preferving  and  fecuring  the  liberties 
'  of  Europe.^ 

To  this  it  was  anfv/ered  as  follows,  "viz.        ^    Reply. 
*  I  believe,  Sir,  it  was  never  pretended  to  be  laid 

*  down  as  a  maxim  in  this  houfe,  that,  in  order  to  in- 
'  duce  us  toagree  to  the  demands  made  by  thecrown, 
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the  Xing  was  obliged  to  difclofe  to  us,  all  the  le- 
crets  of  his  government  ;  but  when  we  are  to  lay 
heavy  taxes  upon  the  people  we  reprefent,  I  muft 
think  fome  other  reafons  ought  to  be  given  us,  than 
thole  we  meet  with  in  public  gazettes,  and  com- 
mon news-papers :  Such  accounts,  I  Ihall  always 
think  below  the  notice  of  a  Britijh  houfe  of  Com- 
mons *,  but  fince  we  have  at  prefent  none  other  be- 
fore us,  I  (hall  condefcend,  or  rather  beg  leave,  to 
argue  from  fuch  informations,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
men who  feem  to  differ  from  me  in  opinion  : 
However,  I  hope  this  praclice  will  not  be  drawn 
into  precedent,  for  I  (hall  always  think  it  incon- 
fiftent  with  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  and  with  the 
duty  we  owe  to  our  conftituents :  We  ought  never 
to  ground  our  opinions  upon  any  informations, 
but  fuch  as  we  receive  dire6i:ly  from  the  throne,  or 
fuch  as  are  laid  before  us  in  the  moft  folemn  man- 
ner *,  and  if  in  any  cafe,  we  ought  to  be  cautious 
in  this  refpedV,  it  ought  furely  to  be  in  matters, 
which  may  any  way  relate  to  the  loading  of  the 
fubjed  with  taxes. 

'  As  no  account  had  been  laid  before  us,  of  any  of 
our  late  treaties  or  negotiations  ;  as  we  have  had 
no  account,  how  this  nation  (lands  engaged,  with 
refpedt  to  either  of  the  parties  now  at  war,  it  is 
certain,  that  the  argument  now  before  us  muft  be 
taken  up  intirely  upon  the  footing  of  his  Majefty's 
fpeech,  and  of  thofe  public  accounts,  which  every 
man  knows,  who  is  a  member  of  any  coffee  houfe 
club,  as  well  as  every  gentleman,  who  has  the 
honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe.  If  we  look 
into  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  we  there  find,  that  he 
has  not  yet  engaged  himfelf  anyway,  but  by  his 
good  offices,  for  reconciling  the  differences  at  pre- 
fent fubfifting  in  Europe :  From  his  Majefty's 
fpeech,  it  cannot  therefore  be  pretended,  that  we 
are  now  in  any  greater  danger  than  wc  were  laft 
year,  unlefs  ^hefe  good  offices  have  been  employed 
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*  in  fuch  a  blundering   way,  by  thofe  his  Majcfty 
has  entrufted,  as  to  make  us  parties  in  the  difpure, 

*  which  I  hope  no  man  in  the  lead  fulpedls  -,  and 

*  therefore,  from  his  Majefty's  fpeech,  there  cannot 
'  be  drawn  any  fhow  of  an  argument  of  the  aug- 

*  mentation  propofed. 

*  The  argument  then,  Sir,  muR-  reft  wholly  upon 

*  the  accounts  we  have  from  public  gazettes  and 

*  news-mongers  ;  and  if  any  credit  can  be  given  to 

*  fuch  informations,  I  muft  now  think,  as  indeed 
'  I  have  always  thought,  that  20^000  feamen  were 

*  more  than  fufficient  for  the  fervice  of  this  nation 

*  Jaft  year;  for,  confidering  that  thofe,  from  whom 

*  we  have  any  thing  to  fear  by  fea,  were  then  deep- 

*  Jy  engaged  in  war,  it  could  not  be  fuppofed,  that 
'  they  would  infult  or  invade  us,  unlefs  they  had 
'  found,  that  we  were  to  have  engaged  againll  them. 

*  I  fhall  grant,  that  it  would  have  been  very  much  for 
'  the  intereft  o{  France^  to  have  had  this  nation  join- 
'  ed  with  them  -,  but  confidering  the  great  ftanding 
'  army  we  then  had  in  Britain  and  Ireland^  confi- 
'  dering  the  number  of  fhips  we  then  had  in  com- 
^  mifTion,  and  confidering  how  generally  well  affccl- 

*  ed  this  nation  is  to  the  prefent  happy  eftablifh- 
^  ment,  can  we  fuppofe,  that  France  would  have  at- 
^  tempted  to  overturn  our  government,  with  a  fqua- 
^  dron  of  18  or  20  men  of  war,  and  an  army  of 
'  four  or  five  regiments ;  when  by  making  fuch  an 

'  attempt,  and  tailing  in  it,  they  would  have  drawn 
'  the  higheft  refentment  of  this  nation  upon  them- 
^  felves,  and  that  at  a  time,  when  they  were  deeply 
^  engaged  in  war  with  another  power  •,  and  when, 

*  without  fuch  a  provocation,  they  had,  in  all  appear- 

*  ance,  nothing  to  fear  from  this  nation  ?  Appre- 

*  henfions  founded  upon  fuch  odd  fuppofitions,  can 
'  never  be  wanting  •,  and  if  this  houfe  Ihould  give 
'  way  to  fuch  apprehenfions,  we  mnfl;  never  expevfl 
'  to  be  relieved  from  the  lovid  of  debts  and  taxes  wc 
■  r^ow  groan  under, 

'  But 
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'  Bat,  Sir,  we  had  laft  year  fo  little  reafon  to  fear 

that  France  had  any  defign  againft  us,  that  ic  was 
certain,  their  fleet  which  was  fitted  out  at  Brejl^ 
was  at  firft  defigned  for  the  xoWd  o^  Dantzick^  and 
would  probably  have  failed  thither  time  enough 
to  have  prevented  the  ruin  of  that  trading  Pro- 
teftant  city,  if  it  had  not  been  for  our  extraordi- 
nary,  and,  I  think,  unnecefTary  armaments  in  Bri- 
tain. The  honourable  gentleman  took  notice,  that 
the  Breft  fleet  did  not  go  to  Dantzick^  and  feemed 
from  thence  to  infinuate,  that  it  was  defigned 
againft  this  country,  if  the  defign  had  not  been  pre- 
vented by  our  preparations  •,  but  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  it  was  our  preparations  that  prevent- 
ed that  fleet's  failing  to  Danlzick^  as  it  was  really 
defigned  *,  it  is  very  well  known,  that  Spain  ima- 
gined our  fleet  was  defigned  for  the  Mediterranean^ 
in  order  to  prevent  their  expedition  againft  Na- 
ples and  Sicily  ;  and  therefore  they  infifted  upon  it, 
that  the  French  fleet  fhould  remain  at  Brejl.,  in  or- 
der to  watch  the  motions  of  the  fleet  we  were  fitting 
out.  This,  Sir,  was,  I  believe,  the  true,  and  the 
only  reafon  why  that  fleet  did  not  fail  to  the  relief 
of  Dantzick  ;  but  this  was  not  the  only  effedl  of 
our  voting  20,000  men  for  fea-fervice :  Neither 
France  nor  Spain  could  imagine,  nor  could  they,  I 
think,  have  any  reafon  to  imagine,  that  we  were 
putting  ourfelves  to  fuch  a  vaft  expence,  for  no 
other  end  but  to  make  a  fhow  at  Spitbead  or  in  the 
Downs ;  they  both  began  very  reafonably  to  fufpe6t, 
that  we  had  fome  defign  againft  them  ;  and,  up- 
on this  account,  they  both  began  to  add  to  their 
naval  preparations  ;  this  again,  we  find,  increafed 
our  jealoufies  and  fears,  and  produced  that  memor- 
able vote  of  credit,  with  which  the  laft  Parlia- 
ment, I  may  fay,  expired  ;  and,  in  purfuance  of 
that  vote  of  credit,  we  are  now  told,  this  na- 
tion  has   been  charged   with   maintaining  7000 
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idle  feamcn,  befides  the  20,000  voted  by  lad  ft  f- 
fion  of  lad  Parliament  :  Thus  one  unneceir.iry  ex- 
pence  produced  another,  and  both  are  now  joined 
together,  not  only  to  be  continued,  but  alfo  to 
produce  a  third. 

'  However,  Sir,  though  lam  flill  of  opinion,  that 
20,000  men  was  a  number  much  greater  than  wa*^, 
ncceiliiry  for  the  fervice  of  laft  year,  yet  I  fhall 
not  propofe  to  lelTen  that  number  for  the  year  en- 
fuing  •,  but  I  am  really  furprifed  to  hear  an  aug- 
mentation of  one  half  of  that  number  called  for, 
and  that  without  his  Majefty's  having  fignified  to 
lb:,  either  in  his  fpeech  or  by  a  particular  medage, 
that  fome  defigns  were  hatching  againft  this  nation 
in  particular,  or  againft  the  liberties  of  Europe  in 
general.  His  Majefty's  having  made  an  addition 
laft  year  of  7000  men,  by  virtue  of  the  powers 
granted  him  by  laft  feflion  of  Parliament,  cannot 
be  any  argument  with  me,  as  a  member  of  this  • 
hoafe,  for  continuing  that  number,  unlcfshis  Ma- 
jefty  had  been  pleafed  to  communicate  his  reafon 
for  making  that  addition  :  As  his  Majcfty  has  not 
been  pleafed  to  do  fo,  and  as  I  am  of  opinion  that 
20,000,  was  too  great  a  number,  I  muft  confc- 
quemly  be  more  ftrongly  convinced  that  27,000 
was  too  great  a  number  •,  and  as  I  cannot  fee  that 
we  are  in  any  greater  danger  this  year  than  we  were 
the  laft,  I  muft  therefore  be  againft  loading  my 
conftituents  with  maintaining  that  additional  num- 
ber for  the  year  enfuing. 

'  It  may  be  true,  that  the  French  and  Spaniarih 
have  continued  their  ftiips  of  war  in  commiiTion  ; 
but  if  we  can  rely  upon  public  news -papers, 
and  thefe,  it  feems,  are  the  only  accounts  we  arc 
to  have  ;  the  French  have  difmiffed  all,  or  moft 
of  the  feamen  belonging  to  their  Breft  fquadron  -, 
and  neither  they  nor  die  Spaniards  are  making  any 
extraordinary  naval  preparations,  nor  are  the\' 
fitting  out  any  confiderable  fquadron  at  any  port 
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in  either  of  the  kindoms  •,  fo  that  we  have  this 
year  really  lefs  reafon  to  apprehend  any  danger 
by  Tea,  than  we  had  the  laft  ;  becaufe  it  cannot 
now  be  faid,  that  a  foreign  fquadron,  with  a  land- 
army  on  board,  is  to  pafs  by  our  very  doors  : 
"they  may  perhaps  have  a  little  more  command 
;0ver  their  feamen  than  we  have,  tho'  I  cannot  al- 
'low  they  have  a  great  deal,  confidering  our  me- 
thod of  prefling  ;  but  it  is  not  poflible  for  both 
thefe  nations  joined  together,  to  fit  out  a  fleet  fud- 
denly  and  privately,  ftronger  than  any  we  can 
fend  againft  it,  as  long  as  we  have  20,000  feamen 
in  adlual  fervice  ;  for  it  is  very  well  known,  that 
if  a  man  of  war  has  two  thirds  failors  on  board, 
and  another  third  land  men,  fiie  is  always  fuffi- 
ciently  manned,  either  for  failing  or  fighting  ;  fo 
that  from  a  hot  prefs  among  our  coafters,  colliers, 
and  inland  trade,  we  could  in  a  very  few  days,  in- 
creafe  the  number  of  men  on  board  our  fhips  of 
war,  to  40,000  at  lead,  which  is  a  greater  num- 
ber than  we  ever  had  occafion  for,  during  the  laft 
heavy  war  *,  32,000  feamen  and  8000  marines, 
being  the  greatefl  number  that  was  ever  provided 
any  one  year  during  that  war. 
*  Whether  the  motives  for  the  prefent  war  relate 
intirely  to  the  affair  of  Poland^  or  whether  we  had 
any  concern  in  that  affair,  is  what  I  fhall  not,  Sir, 
take  upon  me  to  determine  ;  but  I  think  it  is 
pretty  plain,  that  the  motives  of  the  Kings  of  6^/^f« 
and  Sardinia  could  not  any  way  relate  to  the  affliir 
of  Poland ;  their  motives  certainly  proceeded  chiefly 
from  fome  late  tranfadions  between  the  Em- 
peror and  them,  in  which,  I  believe,  we  had 
ibme  concern  :  And  even  with  refpecl  to  the  af^ 
fair  of  Poland^  if  we  give  credit  to  common  re- 
ports, which  are  the  only  grounds  of  our  prefent 
debate,  we  had  Torn e  concern  in  that  too  •,  for  it 
has-been  confidently  reported,  that  v/hcnAuguftus, 
id^Qj^ing^Qf  PolS^    was  firl^   taken  ill,    which 
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was  a  year  or  two  before  his  death,  the  French 
court,  with  which  we  were  then  in  very  good  terms, 
defired  to  know  of  us,  whom  we  inclined  to  have 
for  fucceflbr  to  Augnpis^  as  King  of  Pola7id  ;  that 
we  did  not  then  give  them  any  pofitive  an- 
fwer,  but  told  them  negatively,  we  did  not  in- 
cline that  any  German  Prince  fhould  be  raifed  to 
that  dignity  •,  and  that  fome  time  after  there  were 
pofitive  inftruvSVions  fent  to  our  minifter  in  Poland, 
to  co-operate  with  the  Freneh  minifter,  in  bring- 
ing about  the  eledlion  of  King  Stanijlaus  : 
This,  Sir,  is  only  a  common  report,  and  there- 
fore I  fhall  not  take  upon  me  to  aver  the  truth  of 
it  ;  but  as  the  letters  and  inftrud:ions  fent  upon 
that  occafion  to  our  minifter  in  Poland,  were 
moved  for  in  laft  Parliament,  tho*  a  negative  was 
then  put  upon  it,  I  hope  it  will  hereafter  be  com- 
plied with,  in  order  to  clear  our  conduct  from  thaC 
imputation, 

*  To  deprive  our  neighbours  of  all  hopes  of  fuc- 
cefs  in  any  of  their  ambitious  views,  is,  without 
doubt,  the  moft  efFe6luaI  way  to  prevent  their 
forming  any  fuch,  or  at  leaft,  their  attempting  to 
put  them  in  execution  •,  but  how  is  this  to  be  done. 
Sir  ?  It  is  to  be  done  by  a  wife  and  frugal  ma- 
nagement of  our  affairs  in  times  of  no  danger,  by 
avoiding  all  occafions  of  needlefs  expence,  and  by 
referving  our  whole  ftrength  for  the  day  of  real 
danger  :  Our  fhips  of  war  may  foon  be  fitted  out, 
our  armies  may  foon  be  raifed  and  brought  into 
the  field,  if  we  have  but  money  enough  for  thefe 
purpofes  ♦,  but  if  we  have  thrown  away  our  money 
upon  idle  and  unnecefTary  armaments ;  if,  by  vain 
fears  and  ridiculous  apprehenfions,  we  have  run 
ourfelves  in  debt,  or  negledled  to  clear  thofe 
mortgages  our  former  misfortunes  had  fubjeded  us 
to,  our  ambitious  neighbours  will  look  upon  u^ 
with  contempt,  and  will  certainly  conclude,  that  ic 
*  is  not  in  oyr  power  to  put  a  ftop  to  their  ambitious 
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defigns.  In  this  view.  Sir,  is  it  not  evident,  that 
the  more  money  we  fpend  in  unneceflary  arma- 
ments, and  before  the  danger  calls  upon  us,  the 
lefs  able  we  will  be  to  deprive  our  neighbours  of 
the  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  any  of  their  ambitious  pro- 
je6ls.  Neither  this  nation  nor  the  liberties  of  Europe 
are,  at  prefent,  in  any  apparent  and  immediate  dan- 
ger ;  but  a  time  may  come,  a  conjundure  may  hap- 
pen when  we,  and  perhaps  the  greateft  part  of  the 
world,  will  be  neceftarily  involved  in  a  moil  dan- 
gerous and  a  mofl:  bloody  war :  If  the  prefent 
Emperor  fhould  die  before  the  affairs  of  Ger7nany 
are  fully  fettled,  may  not  every  gentleman  fore- 
fee  what  muft  be  the  confequences :  The  Princes 
of  the  Empire  all  tearing  one  another  to  pieces, 
and  every  one  of  its  neighbours  endeavouring  to 
take  hold  of  fome  part  of  the  Auftrian  dominions  : 
The  'Turks  attacking  it  on  one  fide,  the  French  at- 
tacking it  on  the  other,  and  the  balance  of  power 
in  danger  of  being  loft,  let  whatever  fide  be  the 
conqueror.  This,  Sir,  is  an  event  that  may  hap- 
pen, I  hope  it  never  will,  but  as  it  is  pofTible,  we 
ought  to  provide  againft  it  •,  and  for  that  reafon, 
we  ought  not  to  exhauft  the  money  and  the  ftrength 
of  the  nation  in  needlefs  expences  or  unnecefFary 
equipments :  Whereas,  we  feem  to  be  purfuing  a 
quite  contrary  meafure  •,  tho'  it  be  now,  with  refpev5l 
to  this  nation,  a  time  of  profound  peace  and  tran- 
quillity, yet  I  reckon  our  expences  for  next  year 
will  amount  to  three  or  four  millions,  which  is  a 
moft  prodigious  expence,  a  greater  expence  than 
the  nation  was  put  to  in  any  one  year  of  that  heavy 
war  in  King  Wtllta?n^s  reign  ;  for  the  expences  of 
that  war  never  exceeded  three  millions  a  year  : 
And  even  during  the  war  in  Queen  Anne*s  reign, 
that  war  which  proved  fo  glorious  to  this  nation, 
and  fo  beneficial  to  every  one  of  our  allies,  there 
never  was  a  greater  number  of  feamen  provided 

*  for 
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*  for  by  Parliament,  than  what  is  now  propofcd,  In 
'  a  time  of  profound  peace  \  for  30,000  fcamen 
'  and  8000  marines  was,  as  I  have  already  taken 
'  notice,  the  greateft  number  that  was  provided  for 
'  by  Parliament,  in  one  year  of  that  glorious  and 
'  fuccefsful  war. 

'  To  pretend.  Sir,  that  the  preparations  we  made 
'  laft  year,  or  the   powers  granted  by  laft  fefllon  of 

*  Parliament  to  his  Majefty,  produced  the  acceptation 
'  of  our  good  offices,    is  fbmething  very  furprifing, 

*  efpecially  when  we  confider  what  fort  of  an  accep- 

*  tation  we  iiave  been  favoured  with  :  The  Emperor 
'  has  accepted  of  our  good  offices  under  this  exprefs 
'  provifion,  that  his  acceptance  fliould  not  be  look- 
'  ed  on  as  a  paffing  from  thofe  fuccours  which  he  in- 

*  filled  on  we  were  obliged  to  furnifh  him,  by  the 

*  treaties  now  fubfifting  between  us :  And  the  allies 
'  have  likewife  made  their  acceptation  conditional  ; 

*  for  they  have  accepted  of  our  good  offices  under 
^  this  exprefs   condition,  that   we    fliould  continue 

*  neutral,  with  refpedl  to  the  prefent  difputes  between 
'  them  and  the  Emperor.  Can  it  be  imagined  that 
'  warlike  preparations  were  neceffary,  or  that  extra- 

*  ordinary  powers  granted  by  Parliament  were  necef- 

*  fary,  for  producing  fuch  limited  acceptations?  Can 
'  any  man  doubt  but  that  we  fliould  have  obtained 

*  fuch  an  acceptation  of  our  good  offices,   tho'  no 

*  fuch  preparations  had  ever  been  made,  tho'  no 
^  *  fuch  powers    had  ever  been  granted.     But  even 

^  fuppofing  that  this  accptation  was  produced  by  the 

*  warlike  preparations  we  made  laft  year,  muft  not 
'  every  man  agree,    that  this  conditional  limited  ac- 

*  ceptation  has  coll  us  a  terrible  price,  when  he  con- 
'  fiders,  that  it  has  cofl:  this  nation  at  lead  a  million 

*  fl:erling  ;  and  if  the  plan  we  are  to  offer,  in  pur- 
^  fuance  of  this  acceptation,   fliould  at  laft  be  rejccl- 

*  ed,  what  benefit,  wh:\t  honour  can  we  receive  ironi 

*  the  expences  we  have  put  ourftlvcs  to  ? 

'  For 
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*  For  our  encouragement  to  go  on  with  thefe 

*  peaceful  preparations,  we  are  toldj  Sir,  that  the 

*  Dutch  have  joined  cordially  with  us  in  all  our  nnea- 

*  fures:  This,  Sir,  I  fhall  not  fay  I  am  furprifed  at, 

*  for  it  really  amazes  me.  How  far  they  have  join- 
'  ed  with  us  in  the  tender  of  good  offices,  or  in  con- 

*  certing  a  plan  for  a  pacification,  I  fhall  not  pre- 

*  tend  to  determine :  In  this  they  may  perhaps  have 

*  complimented  us  a  little,  becaufe  it  coft  them  no- 

*  thing  -,    and  they  may  eafily  excufe  themfelves  in 

*  cafe  the  plan  fhould  prove  difagreeable  to  either  of 

*  the  parties  concerned ;  but  that  they  have  put  them- 
'  felves  to  the  fame  expence  we  have  done,  or  that 

*  they  have  put  themfelves  to  any  expence  on  ac- 

*  count  of  the  prefent  war,  cannot  fureiy^  with  any 
^  juftice  be  pretended.  To  tell  usj  that  jufl:  before 
'  the  war  broke  out,  one,  or  perhaps  two,  of  the 

*  feven  united  provinces  had  come  to  a  refolution, 

*  to  reduce  10,000  m.en,  and  to  conclude  from 
'  thence  that  20,000  would  certainly  have  been  re- 

*  duced,  if  the  war  had  not  broke  out^  mull  appear 
^  to  be  a  very  extraordinary  fort  of  reafoning,  to 
^  every  man  who  underftands  any  thing  of  the  con- 

^  ftitution  of  that  republic:  By  their  conftitution, 

*  every  one  of  the  feven  provinces  muft  have  con- 
'  fented,  before  that  refokition  could  have  taken  ef- 

*  fe6l ;  and  tho'  the  interior  provinces,  who  lie  re« 

*  mote  from  danger,  were  perhaps  for  that  reduc- 

*  tion,  yet  the  frontier  provinces,  whole  only  de- 

*  fence  againft  fudden  invafions  confiils  in  the  mul- 

*  titude  of  their  fortified  towns,  the  (trength  of  their 

*  fortificationSj  and  the  numbers  of  men  in  the  fe- 

*  veral  garrifons,  would  never  have  confented  to 
'  fuch  a  redudion  ;  fo  that  the  refolution  taken  by 
'  one  province  would  probably  have  been  of  no  ef- 

*  fed,  even  as  to  the  10,000  •,  but  to  argue  from 

*  thence,  that  they  would  certainly  have  reduced 
J*  another  10,000,  is  really  fuch  reafoning  as  I  am 
^';amazed  to  hear  in  this  houfe:  It  rc:illy  looks,  as  if 
«^  ^  -  *  fome 
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"  fome  gentlemen  thought  \vc  wanted  onJy  a  pre- 
tence for  agreeing  to  what  they  have  a  mind  to 
propofe. 

'  'Tis  true  the  Dutch  did,  immediately  after  the 
peace  of  [//r^^^/,  reduce  their  army  to  about  32,000 
men  ;  but  at  that  time  they  knew,  diat  all  the 
kingdoms  and  ftates  in  Europe  were  fick  of  war  •, 
they  could  ealily  forefee,  or  at  leaft  they  thought 
fo,  that  there  was  not  the  leaft  danger  of  any  rup- 
ture for  feveral  years  to  come  ;  and  therefore  their 
frontier  provinces  then  eafily  confented  to  that  greac 
redudlion  •,  but  confidering  the  vaft  extepfive  fron- 
tier they  have  to  guard,  and  the  multitude  of  gar- 
rifons  they  are  obliged  to  keep  in  their  own  fron- 
tier towns,  as  well  as  in  the  barrier  towns  they 
have  in  the  Auftrian  Netherlands^  fuch  a  fmall 
number  of  regular  troops  is  almoft  at  all  times  in- 
confiftent  with  the  fafety  of  their  ftate  ;  and  more- 
over it  is,  and  always  was,  inconfiftent  with,  and 
contrary  to,  the  treaties  and  alliances  they  have 
both  with  the  Emperor  and  us ;  accordingly,  both 
the  Emperor  and  we  complained  heavily  at  that 
time,  of  the  great  redudlion  they  had  made  i  and 
this  nation,  in  particular,  load  like  to  have  fuffered 
by  it;  for  upon  the  rebellion,  which  broke  out 
foon  after  in  this  kingdom,  it  is  well  known,  thac 
the  Dutch  could  not  fend  us  the  quota  of  troops, 
which,  upon  that  occafion,  they  were  obliged  by 
treaty  to  fend  us,  till  we  got  troops  marched  down 
from  Germany  to  replace  their  troops,  before  a  man 
of  them  could  ftir  out  of  the  garrifon  he  belonged 
to:  Nay,  farther,  Sir,  it  is  very  well  known  that 
the  Emperor  by  treaty,  pays  them  yearly  5  or 
60O5O00  crowns,  out  of  the  firft  and  readicll  of 
his.  revenues  in  the  Netherlands^  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  maintain  their  barrier,  and  to  keep  at  all 
times  a  fufficient  body  of  troops  in  their  ft-rvice  ; 
fothat  if  they  fhould  make  any  great  reduction  in 
their  army,  the  Emperor  v/ould  Ivtve  very  good 
Vol.  XIL  Bb  *reafon 
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reafon  to  ftop  the  payment  of  that  fabfidy  :  Upon 
the  whole  we  muft  conclude,  that  if  the  Dutch  had 
made  any  redudion  in  their  army,  and  much  more 
the  two  redudlons  talked  of  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
they  would  have  aded  contrary  to  the  treaties  fub- 
fifting  between  them  and  their  allies,  and  incon- 
fiftently  with  the  fafety  of  their  country  %  therefore 
we  ought  certainly  to  prefume,  that  all  the  feven 
provinces  would  never  have  confented  to  it,  though 
no  war  had  broke  out ;  and  I  am  apt  to  believe 
the  refolution  talked  of,  which  was  a  refolution  of 
the  province  of  Holland  only,  was  a  piece  of  meer 
policy,  without  any  defign  that  the  refolution  Ihould 
adually  takeeffe(5t. 

*  Thus,  Sir,  I  have,  I  think,  made  it  evident, 
that  the  Butch  have  put  themfelves  to  no  expence 
on  account  of  the  war,  no,  not  even  in  the  fenfe 
the  hon.  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  infill  on  ;  and 
indeed  they  have  not,  of  late,  feemed  to  join  cor- 
dially with  us  in  any  thing  but  good  offices,  whick 
they  are  fare  can  neither  put  them  to  any  expence, 
nor  do  them  any  other  injury  :  Their  treaty  of 
neutrality,  it  is  certain,  they  concerted  and  con- 
cluded without  our  participation  -,  and,  I  believe, 
without  our  privity  ;  and  though  they  have  re- 
fer ved  a  power  of  fending  the  ftipulated  fuccours 
to  the  Emperor,  yet  that  does  not  much  alter  the 
cafe,  if  we  confider  what  is  meant  by  thefe  fuc- 
cours, 

'  The  fuccours  there  meant,  are  thofe  ftipulated 
by  the  late  treaty  of  Vienmy  in  which  we,  it  is 

*  true,  got  them  named  principal  contracting  par- 
'  ties  j  but  this,  to  me,  feems  to  have  been  nothing 

*  but  a  poor  expedient,  contrived  by  fome  of  the 
'  minifters  concerned  in  that  negotiation,  on  purpofe 
^  to  make  the  world  believe,  that  we  did  nothing 

*  but  in  concert  with  our  ancient  and  natural  allies, 
^  the  Dutch ',  for  in  the  negotiating  and  concluding 
^  of  that  treaty,  they  were  fo  far  from  adting  eordi- 
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*  ally,   or  in  concert  wir.h  us,  that  after  wc  had  gone 

*  at  once  over  head  and  and  ears  into  that  treaty,  and 

*  had  thereby  obliged  ourlelves  to  guaranty  the  prag- 

*  matic  landtion,    totis  virihus^   it  was  with  great  dif- 

*  faculty  they  were,  after  a  long  negotiation,  brought 

*  in  to  accede  to  that  treaty,  though  we  had  then  a 

*  noble  Lord  at  the  Hague  as  our  minifter,  who  was 

*  as  able  a  minifter,  and  as  good  a  negotiator  as  any 

*  we  ever  had  in  any  part  o^ Europe  \  and  even  at  lafl^ 

*  they  were  very  far  from  coming  plumb  into  that 

*  treaty   or  guarn^nty  ;  for  the  fuccours  they  theri 

*  ftipulated  were  limited  to  4000   foot  and   1000 

*  horfe,    or  a  number  of  fhips  in  proportion  to  that 

*  number  of  troops,   at  their  own  option  •,  fo  that  we 

*  may  believe  the  French  gave  themfelves  very  little 

*  trouble  about  admitting  that  referve  in  the  treaty  of 

*  neutrality,  afterwards  concluded  between  them  and 
'  the  Dutch. 

^  Nay  farther,  Sir,   notwithftanding  this  limitai 
'  manner  of  the  Dutch  accelTion  to  the  treaty  of  Vi- 
'  enna^  yetfo  clearly  did  they  forefeethe  confequences 
'  of  that  treaty,  that  the  very  next  day  after  the 
'  accefTion   was  figned,    their   Penfionary   came  to 
'  that  noble  Lord,  who  was  then,  as  I  have  faid,  our 
'  minifter  2itx.htHague^  and  propofed  tohim,  tocn- 
'  ter  with  us  into  a  treaty  of  neutrality,  not  only  with 
'  refpedl  to  Flanders^  but  alfo  with  refped  to  feveral 
'  other  countries  in   Europe^  about  which  difputes 
'  might  arife;  and,  I  fuppofe,  upon  our  negleding 
'  or  refufing  that  propofition,  they  afterwards  refolved 
'  upon  the   treaty  of  neutrality  with  France  •,  and 
'  concluded   it  without  letting  us  into   the   fecret. 
Thus,  Sir,  the  Dutch  have,  in  all  their  late  nego- 
tiations,   taken  particular  care  of  tl'.eir  own  fecu- 
'  rity,    without  raflily  difobliging  any  power  in  Eu- 
rope \  whereas  we,   by  our  hafvy  and  inronfiderats 
conclufion  of  the  treaty  o^  Hanover^   and  the  mea- 
fures  thereafter  purfued,  difobliged  both  the  Em- 
peror and  Spam,  wirliout  gaiiimg  one  advantAg<i 
l^h  1  *  to 
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to  ourfelves  ;  by 

we  endeavoured  to  reconcile  ourfelves  to  Spain^  we 
ftill  farther  difobligcd  the  Emperor,  without  ob- 
taining any  advantage  to  ourfelves,  or  even  fati^ 
fadtion  from  Spain  for  the  depredations  committed 
upon  us  ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  Vienna  we  again 
difobliged  Spain^  and  highly  affronted  France^  flill 
without  obtaining  any  advantage  for  this  nation, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  engaging  in  a  very  dangerous 
guarantee  :  This,  indeed,  neither  France  nor  any 
other  power  had  reafon  to  be  angry  at  •,  but  France 
had  fome  reafon  to  be  affronted  at  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  done  ;  becaufe  by  the  treaty  of 
Hanover,  in  which  France  and  we  were  the  two 
principal  contrading  parties,  both  were  exprefly 
obliged  to  enter  into  no  negotiation  or  treaty, 
without  communicating  the  fame  to  the  other. 
*  From  what  the  hon.  gentleman  faid,  about  our 
having  reduced  8000  men  out  of  the  26,000  our 
army  was  increafed  to,  after  the  late  famous  treaty 
of  Hanover^  he  feems  to  think,  that  this  nation  is 
always  to  be  loaded  with  an  army  of  18,000  at 
leaft,  even  in  the  times  of  the  greateft  tranquillity  ; 
but  I  mud  beg  his  pardon  to  obferve,  that  in  a 
time  of  profound  tranquillity,  an  army  of  7  or 
8000  men  is  not  only  fufHcient,  but  as  great  as 
ought  to  be  kept  up  in  this  nation,  if  we  have  a 
mind  to  preferve  our  liberties  -,  and  therefore  I  mufi 
conclude,  that  if  this  war  had  not  broke  out,  we 
would  certainly  have  reduced  10,000  of  our  regu- 
lar troops  laft  year  •,  for  it  is  as  much  inconfiflent 
with  the  flifety  of  this  nation,  to  keep  up  more  than 
8000  in  time  of  peace,  as  it  is  inconfiflent  with  the 
fifety  of  the  Diilcb  to  keep  lefs  than  52,000  ;  be- 
caufe we  have  no  frontier  to  defend,  nor  any  gar- 
rifon  to  fupport  \  there  can  be  no  reafon  affigned 
for  our  keeping  up  any  greater  number  in  time  of 
peace,  unlefs  it  be  to  fupport  a  hated  minifter,  a- 
gainft  the  refcntments  of  an  injured  people  j  which 

'  I  hope 
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I  hope  will  never  be  the  cafe  of  this  nation  •,  but  if 
ever  it  fhould,  I  am  fure  it  j^^ould  then  be  ridicu- 
lous to  call  ourfelves  a  free  people.  In  this  view. 
Sir,  let  us  confider  the  charges  wc  have  been  at  on 
account  of  the  prefent  war  ;  we  have  been  at  the 
charge  of  this  10,000  land  forces,  which  we  might 
otherwife  have  reduced  ;  we  have  been  at  the 
charge  of  6  or  7000  land  forces,  which  have  been 
added  to  our  former  number  •,  and  if  we  have  at 
prefent  27,000  feamen  in  our  pay,  we  have  been 
at  the  charge  of  adding  no  lefs  than  19,000  men 
to  our  naval  force  •,  fo  that  if  it  were  true,  that  the 
Dutch  have  kept  up  20,000  men,  which  they  in- 
tended to  have  reduced,  yet  the  expence  they  have 
been  at  would  not  be  equal  to  what  we  have  been 
at,  nor  could  it  be  any  argument  for  the  augmenta- 
tion now  propofed  -,  becaufe  it  is  not  fo  much  as 
pretended,  that  the  Dutch  intend  to  put  themfelvcs 
to  any  greater  charge  for  the  year  enfuing,  than 
they  were  at  in  the  year  pail  ;  and  therefore  I  mud 
think  the  honourable  gentlemen,  who  are  for  the 
augmentation  propofed,  would  have  done  better 
not  to  have  mentioned  the  Dutch  in  this  day's  de- 
bate \  for  let  them  put  the  conducft  of  the  Dutch  m 
what  light  they  will,  it  can  no  way  anfwer  the  pre- 
fent purpofe. 

*  As  for  that  material  queftion,  Whether  or  no 
we  ought  to  engage  in  the  prefent  war  ?  It  is  in- 
deed a  material  queftion  i  but,  Sir,  it  is  a  queftion 
which  no  gentleman  in  this  houfe,  nor  any  man  in 
the  nation  can  anfwer,  without  being  let  into  the 
fecret  of  all  our  late  treaties  and  negotiations.  Thus 
much  I  fhall  fay,  that  confidering  the  melancholy 
fituation  of  this  country,  the  great  load  of  debts, 
and  the  heavy  taxes  we  already  groan  under,  it  is 
certain  we  ought  not  to  involve  ourfelves  in  war, 
but  in  a  cafe  of  tiie  extremeft  necelTity  •,  and  till 
that  happens,  I  am  very  fure,  that  every  article  of 
expence  ought  ro  bs  moft  caurioufly  avoided,  that 

B  b  3  'we 
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we  may  be  the  more  able  to  fupport  a  war,  when 
fatal  neceffity  drives  us  into  it  whether  we  will  or 
If  neither  the  liberties  of  Europe  in  general. 


no. 


nor  the  intereft  of  this  nation  in  particular,  be  in 
danger  by  tiie  prefent  war,  we  have  already  gone 
too  tar  j  for,  befides  the  great  expence  we  have  put 
QLirfelves  to,  the  great  preparations  we  have  made 
m'ay  difappoint  and  prevent  the  efFe6l  of  thofe  good 
offices  his  Majefty  is  employing,  for  reftoring  the 
peace  of  Europe  \  becaufe  they  may  give  one  fide 
reafon  to  hope,  that  we  are  to  join  with  them, 
which  will,  of  courfe,  prevent  their  hearkening  to 
thofe  terms  of  peace  they  would  otherwife  have  been 
glad  to  have  accepted  of ;  or  they  may  give  a  jea- 
loufy  to  the  other  fide,  that  we  are  to  join  againft 
them,  which  will,  of  courfe,  make  them  fufpcdl 
every  thing  we  can  propofe,  for  bringing  about 
an  accommodation. 

*  Befides  thefe  difadvantages.  Sir,  it  is  certain, 
that  the  great  naval  equipment  we  made  laft  year, 
put  a  very  great  damp  upon  our  t|-ade,  and  gave 
all  our  neighbours,  but  more  particularly  the  Dutchy 
a  very  great  advantage  over  us  :  It  is  true,  we  ex- 
ported a  great  quantity  of  corn  laft  fummer,  but 
that  was  owing  to  the  fituation  and  circumftances 
of  our  country,  and  not  at  all  to  our  management  ; 
for  while  our  merchants  were  paying  double  freight 
for  fliips,  and  double  wages  to  feamen,  the  Dutch 
and  Hamhurghers^  and  all  our  other  rivals  in  trade, 
were  carrying  on  their  trade  at  the  ufual  rates, 
which  gave  them  a  great  advantage  in  every  branch 
of  trade,  more  particularly  in  the  corn  trade,  where 
the  ufual  freight  bears  fuch  a  great  proportion  to 
the  prime  coft  :  Nay,  fuch  a  Icarcity  was  there  at 
lafb  of  feamen  in  this  kingdom,  that  our  merchants 
could  not  really  get  fhips,  to  carry  out  the  cargoes 
oi  corn  they  had  ready  to  have  been  exported  *,  and 
while  a  fiiop  was  thus  put  to  our  exportation,  the 
DuUb  and  others,  who  had  by  this  time  got  an  ac- 

'  couni 
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'  count  of  the  demand,  fent  out  their  ihips,  and  glat- 
.  ed  the  markets  for  corn,  both  mSparn  and  Portu. 

<  7al    IsZcW  as  in  Ilaly  ;  fo  that  rf  we  had  not  made 

<  fuch  rgTeat  naval  equipment,  it  is  certain  a  much 
.  greater^uantity  of  our  corn  would  have  been  ex- 
«  ported  than  really  was. 

'^  But  if  the  balance  of  power  m  E">-oPf^°'f*' 
.  pardcular  intereft  of  this  nation  was  really  in  dan, 
.  ^  I  Zaw  Sir  we  ought  to  have  engaged  at  fiift  j 
:  S  'ouX  L  furdy  S  wait,  till  thofe  whofe  in- 
♦  Tereft  rt  is  to  ioin  with  us  in  the  defence  of  either,  be 
.  foTr  difoSid  as  to  be  rendered  incapable,  nther 
«  to  aflift  us  or  to  defend  themfelves.  As  to  the 
.  partkular  intereit  of  this  nation,  whether  u  be  in 

"e  fr.  ntng  of  the  war,  I  muft  conclude,  thac 
.  h  p  r'-tSularintereft  of  this  -"on  's  "O  way  con- 
«  cerned  in  if,  and  therefore  I  mult  think,  it  was 
.  qti"  unlleceffary  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  charges  on 

'  ^'isXthe  balance  of  power,  "  ought  certainly 
'  to  t  preferved  :  In  this.  Sir,  all  the  other  Pnn- 
.         nnH  ftates  of  Europe  are  as  much,  nay  more 
:  Sr^yloncernedtLw^-,  therefore  they  ought  to 
<  bear  their  fhare  in  the  expence,  and  wiH  c    "'"ly 
♦  Ho  fo  when  they  find  it  neceffary  •,  but  it  upon 
c  fhisprere!;;,  wJrun  ourfdves  hea^ong  into  ever 
.  broil    that   happens   m    E'"-'P\'^   ^^;';^  ,hc 
.  well  as  the  reft,  will,  very  P~*^f  y,'  ^  „  „. 
'  whole  charge  upon  us  •,   they  «'''   "^f '^Pj  °„ 
'  viding  in  time,  even  for  their  own  f  fence    ^^ 
^  they  find  us  fuch  dupes  as  ^o  be  ready,  "P^^'' 
.  occafions,  to  make  tha:  provif.on  for  them  ^W 
«  ther  our  lute  preparations  have  given  them  ay 
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ground  to  think  fo,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  deter- 
mine ;  but,  as  I  look  upon  the  Dutch  to  be  a 
very  wife  people,  I  muft  either  conclude  that  they 
think  fo,  in  which  cafe  we  ought  not,  by  any  new 
augmentation,  to  encourage  them  in  that  opinion  j 
or  I  muil  conclude,  that  the  balance  of  power  is 
not  in  any  danger  ;  for  though  it  could  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  chief  magiflirates  in  Holland  were 
inclined  to  facrifice  the  intereft  or  the  fafety  of  their 
country,  to  their  own  fafeties,  or  their  own  little 
private  views  ;  yet  if  the  balance  of  power  were 
in  any  danger,  the  people  would  force  them  to 
join  in  the  war  :  The  magiftrates  of  that  republic 
are  not  prote6led,  either  by  riot  adls,  or  by  regu- 
lar troops  quartered  in  the  very  bowels  of  their 
country  •,  and  therefore  the  people  might,  and  cer- 
tainly would  force  them  to  do  their  duty,  or  would 
mafiacre  them  as  they  have  done  heretofore  :  For 
this  reafon,  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  the  balance 
of  power  is  not  yet  in  any  danger  ;  and  if  the  ba- 
lance of  power  be  as  yet  in  no  danger,  nor  the 
particular  intereft  of  this  nation  in  any  danger, 
there  was  no  occafion  for  our  being  at  any  expence 
on  account  of  the  prefent  war,  much  lefs  is  there 
any  occafion  for  our  putting  ourfelves  to  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  augmefftation  propofed  •,  for  which 
reafon  I  muft  be  as:ainft  it. 


The  reply  made  to  this  was  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

viz. 


'  Gentlem.en,  Sir,  have,  of  late,  fallen  into  a  me- 
thod of  departing  from  the  queftion  in  hand,  and 
throwing  out  a  great  many  things  no  way  relating 
to  the  fubjed  they  fpeak  to.  This,  I  fuppofe, 
they  do,  with  defign  to  make  an  impreflion  upon 
fome  that  hear  them,  and  confcious  that  they  can- 
not convince  by  reafon,  they  endeavour  to  perfuade 
by  oratory,  and  by  ftouriflied  exprefTions,   no  way 

*  relating 
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relating  to  the  affair  in  difpute  :  Though  it  be  ir- 
regular even  to  follow  them  in  thefe  deviations, 
yet,  as  fuch  things  ought  not  to  pafs  without  fome 
fort  of  anfwer,  I  hope  the  houfe  will  give  me  leave 
to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  fome  things  that  have 
been  faid,  notwithftanding  their  having  no  relation 
to  the  affair  now  before  us  •,  but  firfl,  I  fhall  en- 
deavour to  fpeak  to  the  queftion  in  hand.  The 
only  proper  queftion  now  before  us,  Sir,  I  take 
to  be,  What  is  the  number  of  feamen  neceffary 
for  the  fecurity  of  this  nation,  during  the  enfuing 
year  ?  Which  is  a  queftion  that,  in  my  opinion,  no 
way  relates  to  our  paft  conduft,  to  the  condud  of 
any  of  our  allies,  nor  to  the  queftion.  Whether  or 
no  we  ought  to  take  a  fhare  in  the  prefent  war  ? 
*  With  relation  to  the  queftion  now  before  us,  his 
Majefty  has  given  us,  from  the  throne,  all  the 
information  that  is  proper  or  neceffary,  and  all  the 
information  that  can,  I  think,  be  defired  by  any 
man  who  wiflies  well  to  his  country  :  He  told  us, 
at  the  beginning  of  laft  fcfllon  of  Parliament,  that 
he  was  no  way  engaged  in  the  prefent  war,  nor 
had  any  part,  except  by  his  good  offices,  in  thofe 
tranfidtions,  which  had  been  declared  to  be  the 
caufes  and  motives  of  it ;  but  that  he  could  not  fit 
regardlefs  of  the  events  of  this  war,  nor  could  he 
be  unconcerned  for  the  future  confequences  of  it  ; 
and  I  am  fure  no  man,  who  has  a  regard  to  the 
welfare  of  this  nation,  or  to  the  fecurity  of  his 
Majefty's  perfon  and  government;  can  defirc  he 
fhould  :  At  the  beginning  of  this  fefTion  his  Ma- 
jefty told  us,  that  he  is  not  yet  any  farther  en- 
gaged, than  by  employing  his  good  offices,  in  con- 
junction with  the  Didcb,  for  reftoring  the  peace 
of  Europe  -,  but  that  his  good  offices  have  not,  as 
yet,  had  the  dcfired  effe6l  :  We  are  therefore,  in 
the  prefent  queftion,  to  fuppofe,  that  this  nation  is 
not,  at  yet,  any  way  engaged  in  the  war  *,   but,  as 

*  his  Majefty  has  told  us,   the  bad  confequences  that 

^  may 
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may  arife  and  aflredl  us,  by  the  war's  being  carried 
on,  are  obvious,  and  they  ought  certainly  to  be 
provided  againft,  let  the  charge  be  what  it  will. 
Where  fads  are  notorioufly  known  to  the  whole 
world,  where  confequences  are  obvious  to  every 
man  of  common  capacity,  furely  gentlemen  do 
not  expeft  that  his  Majefty,  either  in  his  fpeech 
or  by  particular  meffage,  fliould  give  this  houfe  a 
long  and  particular  detail,  of  fuch  fads  or  of  fuch 
confequences  -,  the  bare  mention  of  them  is  enough ; 
and  that  his  Majefty  has  fufEciently  done,  both  at 
the  beginning  of  the  laft,  and  at  the  beginning  of 
the  prefent  feflion  of  Parliament. 
'  The  balance  of  power  in  Europe ^  may  perhaps 
not  be  as  yet  in  danger  :  Nay,  Sir,  we  are  to  fup- 
pofe  it  is  n®t  in  danger  ;  for  if  it  were,  his  Majefty 
would  certainly  have  acquainted  his  Parliament 
with  it,  and  we  fhould  have  been  now  providing 
for  a  vigorous  war,  inftead  of  providing  only  for 
our  fecurity  and  defence.     Both  parties,  as  yet, 
profefs  their  fincere  difpofition  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prefent  troubles,  upon  honourable  and  folid  terms  •, 
and  thefe  profefTions  may,  at  prefent,  be  truly  fin- 
cere  -,  but  the  events  of  war  may  make  them  alter 
their  profefTions,  or  may  render  their  profefiions  in- 
fmcere  j  and  thefe  events  may  be  fo  fudden,  and 
fo  extraordinary,  that  without  our  joining  imme- 
diately in  the  war,  one  of  the  parties  engaged  may 
be  utterly  undone  :  Two  or  three  fignal  and  intire 
viclorics  might,  in  a  few  months,  have  fuch  con- 
fequences, as  might  put  it  out  of  our  power  to  re- 
lieve the  party  conquered,  or  to  ftem  the  torrent  of 
fuccefs  on  the  fide  of  the  conqueror  ;  and  I  am  fure 
it  cannot  be  pretended,   that  in  a  few  months  we 
could  raife  and  difcipline  fuch  armies,  and  fit  out 
fuch  fleets  as  would  be  necelTary,  both  for  the  de- 
fence of  our  own  dominions,    and  for  alTifting  ef- 
fcdually  the  party  in  danger  of  being  quite  undone  : 
Armies,  'tis  true,  may  be  foon  railed  ;  but  ac- 

[  cording 
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cording  to  the  exa6l  difcipline  now  obfcrved,  it  re- 
quires many  months  before  thofe  armies  can  be  made 
fit  for  fervice,  or  proper  to  engage  againft  an  army 
of  veteran,  well-difciphned  troops  -,  and  I  fhali 
likewife  grant,  that  our  fhips  of  war  may  be  man- 
ned with  one  third  land  men,  or  marines  •,  but  even 
thefe  land  men  or  marines  muft  be  fome  time  on 
board,  before  they  can  cither  know  or  perform 
their  duty  in  the  fighting  of  a  fhip  ;  for,  I  believe, 
a  man  of  war,  with  a  third  pare  of  her  men  juft 
taken  from  the  plough,  would  make  but  a  poor 
figure  againft  a  lliip  of  equal  force,  provided  with 
able  failors  and  well  difciplined  marines :  For  this 
reafon,  Sir,  when  the  affairs  o^  Europe  are  brought 
to  fuch  a  crifis,  that  an  unlucky  accident  may  ren- 
der it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  us  to  engage  imme- 
diately and  without  delay,  in  the  war,  I  muft 
think  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  provide  in  time, 
^  order  to  have  a  fufficient  number  of  well-difci- 
pilined  men,  both  for  fea  and  land  fervice,  fo  ready 
and  fo  much  at  command,  as  to  enable  us  to  per- 
form immediately  that  part,  which  a  fudden  emer- 
gency may  make  requifite,  both  for  our  own  f\fety 
and  the  fafety  of  Europe  •,  and  this  cannot  be  done 
but  by  augmentations  timeoufly  made,  both  to  our 
fleets  and  armies. 

'  As  the  prefervation  of  the  balance  of  power,  is 
of  fo  much  confequence  to  this  nation,  and  fo  in- 
timately connected  widi  our  fafety,  it  is  very  cer- 
tain, that  whatever  power  in  Europe  may  projcdl 
the  overturning  of  that  balance,  that  power  muft 
expedl  to  have  Great  Britain  for  her  enemy,  as 
foon  as  her  projed:  comes  to  be  difcovered  •,  we 
may  therefore  be  afllired,  that  when  any  one  of 
the  powers  of  Europe  begins  to  entertain  fuch  an 
ambitiotis  view,  they  will,  of  courfe,  endeavour  to 
make  a  diverfion,  by  invading  this  ifland  ;  and 
this  they  will  the  more  readily  attempt,  becaufe 
we  have  always  a  ftrong  par;y  among  us,  who  are 

'  ready 
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ready  to  fecond  any  foreign  attempts,   for  the  ac- 
complifhments  of  their  own  felfifh  views,  efpecially 
if  at  any  time,  they  find  us  not  properly  provided 
for  our  own  defence.  Becaufeoneof  our  neighbouring 
powers  is  engaged  in  war  with  another,  we  are  not 
from  thence  to  conclude,  that  neither  of  them  will 
make  any  attempts  upon  this  iQand  ;   for  if  either 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  war,  has  really  a  defign 
to  overturn  the  balance  of  power,  they  will  cer- 
tainly conceal  that  defign,  and  endeavour  to  cover 
it  with  profeflions  of  juftice  and   moderation,  as 
long  as  they  can  *,  but  when  they  find,  they  can 
conceal  it  no  longer,  when  they  find  that  we  begin 
to  know  what  they  aim  at,  can  we  believe,  that 
they  will  wait  till  we  attack  them,  or  join  with 
their  enemies  againft  them  ?    On  the  contrary, 
ought  we  not  to  expect  that  they  will  endeavour  to 
divert  us,  by  giving  us  fome  bufinefs  at  home  ; 
and  how  do  we  or  can  we  know,  but  this  may  be 
the  cafe  at  prefent  ?    Ought  not  we  therefore  to 
provide  againft  fuch  attempts  in  time,  that  we 
may  be  at  liberty  to  do  our  duty,  when  we  find 
the  balance  of  power  is  really  the  thing  ftruck  at  ? 
*  Gentlemen  cannot,   it  feems,   diftinguifh,  or  at 
leaft.    Sir,    I  find  they  will  not  diftinguifli  between 

•  events  which  might  have  happened,  and  events 
^  which,  by  proper  precautions,  were  perhaps  pre- 
'  vented  and  kept  from  happening  :  If  by  not  pro- 
'  viding  in  time  for  our  defence,  fome  fignal  mif- 
'  fortune  fhould  happen  to  the  nation,  fuch  men 
'  would  then  have  a  juft  reafon  for  finding  fault  with 
'  thofe  employed  in  the  adminiftration  •,  and  if  any 
^  fuch  thing  had  lately  happened,  I  do  not  doubt,  but 
'  it  would  have  been  propagated  with  great  induftry, 
'  that  our  furprife  was  intirely  owing  to  the  two 
'  blundering  brothers  ;  but  when  all  fuch  accidents 
'  are  prevented,  by  the  prudent  meafures  that  have 
'  been  purfued,  and  by  making  feafonable  and  pro- 

*  per  provifions  for  our  defence,  then  it  is  pretended 

'  we 
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we  never  were  in  any  danger,  and  from  thence 
they  take  occafion,  to  find  fault  with  the  expences 
that  have  been  wifely  and  ncceflarijy  incurred,  by 
the  making  of  fuch  feafonable  and  proper  provi- 
fions  ♦,  and  thus.  Sir,  fome  gentlemen  will  always 
find  plaufible  pretences,  for  decrying  thofe  meafurcs 
that  have  been  purfued,  let  them  be  what  they  will. 
However,  I  fhall  always  think,  they  adl  the  bed 
and  the  wifefl  part,  who  choofe  to  give  us  time  and 
leifure,  to  roall  them  in  this  houfe,  for  their  ex- 
penfive  and  extravagant  meafures,  rather  then  to 
have  our  attention  diverted  from  them,  by  a  civil 
war  kindled  up,  or  a  foreign  army  actually  landed 
in  the  ifland  :  And  when  a  war  was  broke  our,  in 
which  this  nation  might  very  probably  be  involved  ; 
when  our  neighbours,  and  thofe  neighbours  too, 
from  whom  we  have  mod  to  fear,  where  leading 
out  great  armies,  and  fitting  out  powerful  fqua- 
drons,  I  muft  think,  that  it  was  at  lead  prudent  in 
us,  to  make  thofe  provifions  for  our  fecurity  which 
were  made  laft  year  •,  and  as  we  are  in  the  greater 
danger  of  being  involved,  the  longer  the  war  con- 
tinues,  I  cannot  be  againft  the  fmall  augmentation 
now  propofed. 

'  To  pretend  to  telJ  us.  Sir,  what  France  and 
Spain  intended  to  have  done  lad  year,  or  to  pretend 
to  tell  us  what  they  intend  to  do  this  next  year, 
with  the  diips  of  war  they  have  continued  in  com- 
mi/Tion,  is,  I  think,  fomething  extraordinary.  We 
may  perhaps  guefs  at  fome  of  their  defigns,  but  I 
iliall  always  think  it  very  imprudent,  to  leave  the 
peace  and  quiet  of  this  nation,  to  depend  upon 
ilich  guefs- work,  efpecially  when  v/e  confider,  that 
they  have  no  occafion  to  fit  out  any  great  fleet  a- 
gaind  any  power  in  Europe  but  ourfelves  ;  and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  preibmed,  that  they  would 
put  themfelves  to  fuch  a  great  expence,  unlefs  they 
were  fufpicious,  that  the  meafures  they  have  refolv- 
ed  to  purfucj    may  probably  miikc  this  nation  en- 

'  gage 
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gage  againft  them  -,  and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  I  think  it 
is  natural  to  believe,  they  would  take  the  firll  op- 
portunity to  invade  or  difturb  us  :  They  have  fuch 
an  abfolute  command  over  all  the  feamen  of  their 
country,  they  have  always  fuch  numbers  of  regu- 
lar troops  upon  their  coafts,  or  within  a  few  days 
march  of  their  fea -ports,  that  when  they  have  their 
fhips  ready  equipt  and  fit  for  failing,  it  would  be 
eafy  for  them  to  clap  feamen  and  land  forces  on 
board,  and  they  might  arrive  upon  the  coafts  of 
this  kingdom,  before  it  would  be  pofTible  for  us 
to  man  and  fit  out  a  fleet  fufHcient  to  engage  them, 
if  we  had  not  made  fome  extraordinary  provifion 
beforehand :  This  every  man  muft  be  convinced 
of,  who  knows  the  difficulty  we  had  to  procure 
feamen  enow,  for  the  fquadron  we  fitted  out  laft 
fummer,  notwithftanding  the  long  time  we  had  to 
look  for  them,  and  the  method  of  prefTing,  which 
we  were  even  then  obliged  to  make  ufe  of.  Nor 
does  it  fignify  to  tell  us,  that  at  this  rate,  we  (hall 
always  be  obliged  to  fit  out  fquadrons,  and  put 
ourfelvcs  to  a  great  expence,  whenever  any  of  our 
neighbours  begin  to  fit  out  one  ;  for  I  take  it  to  be 
a  right  maxim,  I  really  think  we  ought  to  prepare 
and  fit  out  a  fquadron,  whenever  we  fee  any  of 
our  neighbours  doing  fo,  unlefs  we  very  well  know 
the  purpofes  their  fquadron  is  defigned  for  •,  the 
expence  bellowed  upon  fitting  out  a  fquadron,  may 
be  an  expence  to  the  public,  but  it  is  little  or  no 
lofs  to  the  nation  ;  the  whole  is  expended  among 
our  own  people,  and  it  not  only  improves  our  fea- 
men, by  making  them  acquainted  with  the  fervice 
on  board  a  m^an  of  war,  but  it  increafes  their  num- 
ber ;  for  every  fleet  we  fit  out,  encourages  a  num- 
ber of  land- men  to  engage  in  the  fea- fervice ; 
whereas,  if  by  negledling  to  do  fo,  the  nation 
(hould  be  invaded,  and  a  civil  war  kindled  up,  the 
nation  would  in  that  cafe  fuflb"  a  real  lofs  *,  a  lofs 
wtiich  might  far  furmount  the  expence  the  public 

*  could 
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could  be  put  to,  by  the  fitting  out  of  twenty  fqua- 
drons  *,  fo  that,  the  nation  may  iuffer  by  negledling 
this  maxim,  but  it  can  never  fufFcr  by  obferving 
it. 

*  I  fhall  readily  grant,  that  this  nation  would  be 
more  formidable,  if  we  owed  no  public  debts,  and 
had  the  fame  fleet,  and  the  fame  regular  army  we 
have  at  prefent  ;  but  if  we  had  nvo  fquadron  rca  y 
to  put  to  fea,  nor  any  regular  troops  ready  to  take 
the  field,  I  cannot  admit  that  we  .eild  then  be  fo 
formidable  as  we  are  at  prtfent,  even  dio'  '-  e  did 
not  owe  a  fliilling  in  the  world.  Wc  all  know, 
that  what  now  makes  a  nation  formidable,  is  nrt 
the  number  nor  the  riches  of  its  inhabitanis,  but 
the  number  of  (hips  of  war,  provided  with  able 
feamen,  and  the  number  of  regular  wcll-difciplined 
troops  they  have  at  command  •,  and,  whatever  gen- 
tlemen may  think,  of  the  acceptation  of  his  Ma- 
jefliy's  good  offices,  I  am  perfuaded  they  would 
not  have  been  fo  readily  accepted,  it  the  parties 
had  not  fcen  us  preparing  to  do  them  bad  offices, 
in  cafe  they  had  refufed  to  accept  of  our  good. 
The  accepting  of  our  good  offices,  will  at  lead  fur- 
nifh  us  with  an  opportunity  of  making  ourfelves 
better  acquainted,  with  the  views  of  all  the  partiea 
concerned  -,  and  there  is  no  condition  annexed  by 
either  party,  but  what  was  and  muft  have  been  un- 
derflood,  when  we  made  the  ofter  -,  for  furely, 
when  we  offered  the  interpofition  of  our  good  of- 
fices, we  were  not  to  fuppofc,  that  the  Emperor 
was,  by  his  acceptance,  to  pafs  from  any  demand 
he  thought  he  had  upon  us,  nor  were  we  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  allies  would  or  could  accept  of  our 
good  offices,  unlefs  we  continued  neutral  ;  and 
while  we  do  fo,  our  preparations  can  give  no  en- 
couragement to  either  fide,  to  infift  upon  unreafon- 
able  terms,  nor  can  they  give  the  lead  jealoufy 
to  either  fide,  unlefs  one  or  the  other  have  views, 

'  which 
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*  which  they  know  to  be  inconfiftent  with  the  pn 
^  fervation  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe. 

'  I  find,    Sir,  fome  gentlemen  have  got  into 

*  very  odd  way  of  talking,  when  they  have  occafio 

*  to  mention  the  public  expence  -,  for  if  it  in  iV 

*  lead  exceeds  a  million,  it  is  to  be  called  two ;  if 

*  exceeds  two,   it  is  to  called  three ;   and  becaufe 

*  may  probably  this  year  a  little  exceed  three  m\ 

*  lions,   therefore  it  is  to  be  called  four ;    fo  that 

*  million  with  thefe  gendemen,  feems  to  be  of  ver 
*■  little  confideration  •,    yet  when  we  talk  of  Engll 

*  money,  I  cannot  but  think,  that  a  million,  or  nej 

*  a  million,  is  a  fum  not  to  be  defpifed,  and  one  in  foi 

*  is  certainly  a  very  material  difference.  What  tl 
'  public  expence  was,  during  the  war  in  King  IV\ 

*  liam^s  reign,  or  what  the  number  of  Teamen  wa 
'  that  was  kept  up  during  the  late  war,  I  fhali  n( 
'  now  enquire  •,   I  believe  both  were  as  the  honou 

*  able  gentleman  has  been  pleafed  to  reprefent;  bi 

*  I  think  neither  material  at  prefent ;  for  we  are  n< 

*  to  proportion  our  yearly  expence,  or  our  numbi 

*  offeamen,  by  paft  times,  but  by  the  prefent  nece 

*  fuies :  When  our  neighbours  increafe  their  publ 
'  expence,  or  their  number  either  of  feamen  or  lar 

*  foldiers,  we  muft  increafe  ours,  otherwife  we  ma 

*  happen  to  fall  a  facrifice  to  our  frugality  ;  and,  ; 

*  both  France  and  Spaln^    but  efpecially  the  latte 

*  have  very  much  increafed  their  naval  force  fini 

*  laft  war,  if  we  fhould  be  obliged  to  engage  again 

*  thofe  two  powers,  which  I   hope  will  not  be  tl 

*  cafe,  it  is  certain,  we  would  be  obliged  to  mainta 

*  a  greater  nuniber  offeamen,    than  we  had  at  ar 

*  time,  during  the  late  war,  and  the  fooner  we  beg 

*  to  provide,  the  lefs  harm  will  v/e  do  our  merchant 

*  the  lefs  ilagnation  will  we  make  in  our  trade. 

*  This,  Sir,  naturally  leads  me,  to  take  notice 

*  the  damage  done  to  our  trade,  by  the  fitting  o 

*  of  a  fquadron  laft  fummer.     1  fliall  allow  that  01 

*  merchants  thereby  fufFered  fome  inconvenienc 

*  ar 
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*  and  were  put  to  a  gre-.icr  charge  then  ufi?.!!  for  rlie 

*  freight  of   fhips  and  wages  of  leamen  ;    biit  when 

*  the  whole  is  in  danger,  the  private  interelt  of  par- 

*  ticular  perfons  mult  yield  to  it  -,  and  the  ftop  that 

*  that  was  put  to  our  trade  L(l  fummer  is,  in  my  opi- 

*  nion,  the  (Irongelt  argument  that  can  be  thought 
'  of,  for  the  augmentation  now  propofed,  and  for 
'  our  laying  it  down  a:  a  maxim,  always  to  begin 

*  early  to  fit  out  fquadrons,  as  loon  as  the  danger  of 
'  war  begins  to  appear  ;  for  if  we  fhould  never 
'  think  of  any  augmentation  of  Teamen,  till  we  come 

*  upon  the  very  brink  of  a  war,  we  muft  take  or  prefs 

*  thirty,  or  perhaps  40,000  feamen,  all  at  once  into 

*  the  fervice  of  the  public  ;  and  if  the  raifing  of 
'  12  or  15,000  feamen  lad  fummer,  put  fuch  a  damp 

*  upon  our  trade,  furely  the  raifing  or  30  or  40,000 
'  all  at  once,  would  put  an  intire  (top  to  it  i  where- 
'  as,  if  we  begin  early,  and  raife  our  feamen  by  de- 
'  grees,  frefli  men,  encouraged  by  the  high  wages, 

*  will  be   daily  entering  into  the  merchants  fervice, 

*  thofe  that  enter  this  year  will  be  good  feamen  a- 
'  gainfl  next  •,  and  thus  every  year  will  alTord  a  new 
'  fleece  for  the  navy,  fothat  in  a  little  time,  we  may 
'  have  our  navy  fully  provided,  even  for  the  moll 
'  heavy  war,  without  putting  at  any  time  any  great 
[  flop  to  our  trade. 

'  As  for  the  Duich^  Sir,  I  do  not  think  it  neccf- 
fary,  to  enter  into  a  difquificion  about  what  they 
have  done,  what  they  ought  to  do,  or  what  num- 
ber of  land  forces  may  be  neceflary,  for  the  fafety 
of  their  republic?  For  tho'  they  are  our  natural 
allies,    yet  furely  we  are  not  in  every  thing  to  be 

*  direded  altogether  by  th:ir  condufl  ;  We  are  a 
'  di(tin6l  nation;  tho'  our  in^creftsbe  generally  the 

*  fame,  yet  in  fome  particular  cafes,  they  may  hap- 

*  pen  to  be  different  •,  and  when  it  io  happens,  we 
'  mud    certainly    follow  different    meafur^s.     The 

*  Dutch  are,  it  is  true,  a  wife  people,  but  as  wife  a? 

*  they  are,  they  may  perha'js  negle<ft  or  miilake  their 
Vol.  XII.  C  c  '  owa 
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*  own  intereft,  as  well  as  the  general  interefl:  of  Eu 
'  rope^  and  if  they  do  fo,  mud  we  neceflarily  d< 
'  the  fame  ?  I  hope  no  fuch  thing  will  be  pretended 

*  for  in  fuch  a  cafe,  we  would  become  in  fome  man 

*  ner,  a  province  of  Holland  \    we  would  become  ; 

*  meer  cypher  in  all  public  tranfadions,  and  woulc 

*  be  no  way  regarded  by  any  of  the  powers  of  Eu 

*  rope-^  for  if  they  could  but  fecure  the  Z)z//r/^,  the] 

*  might  always  depend  upon  getting  us  into  the  fami 
'  meafure  ;  and  when  the  Dutch  found  we  had  fuel 

*  a  thorough  dependence  upon  them,  for  as  gooc 
'  allies  as  they  are,  they  might,  perhaps,  now  anc 

*  then  make  ufe  of  it  in  a  way,  which  would  no  wa^ 

*  contribute,  either  to  our  intereft  or  honour. 

*  Permit  me  now.  Sir,    to  take  fome  notice  0 

*  the  refledions  that  have  been  thrown  cut  upon  oui 

*  late  negotiations  and  treaties.  As  for  the  treaties  o\ 

*  Hanover  and  Seville^  we  had  certainly  very    gooc 

*  reafons  to  enter  into  them,  at  the  time  they  were  ne- 
'  gotiated  and  concluded  •,  and  as  they  were  both 
'  approved  by  both  houfes  of  Parliam.ent,  I  think  1 
'  have  no  call  to  fay  any  think  in  favour  of  either  i 

*  for  the  approbation  of  a  BritiJJj  Parliament,  I  take 

*  to  be  a  more  authentic  proof  of  their  utility,  than 

*  any  thing  that  can  be  faid  by  a  private  gentleman 

*  in  their  commendation  -,  and  all  the  objections  to 
'  them  have  been  already  fo  often  anfwered,  that  it 

*  is  needlefs  to  repeat  them :    But  when  gentlemen 

*  give  us  fuch  a  terrible  view  of  the  confcquenccs 

*  that  may  enfue,  in  cafe  the  prefent  Emperor  Ihould 
'  happen  to  die,    before  the  affairs  of  Germany  are 

*  I'uliy  fettled,  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  them  find  fault 

*  with  the  late  treaty  of  Vienna^  which  was  conclud- 
'  ed  for  no  other  end,  but  to  prevent  that  fatal  ca- 
'  tadrophe  :  Fatal  it  certainly  would  be  to  the  affairs 

*  of  Europe  in  general,  and   therefore  I  muft  think 

*  we  had  the  (Irongefl  inducement,  to  enter  into  the 
'  guaranty  of  the  pragmatic  Sandion,  in  the  mod 

*  unlimited  manner^  as,  .being  the  only  expedient,  by 

z       '^  ^  which 
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which  that  fatal  cataftrophe  may  be  prevented^ 
What  reafons  the  Dutch  might  have  for  their 
backwardnefs  or  caution  about  entering  into  that 
treaty,  I  do  not  know;  but  if  I  were  to  judge 
of  their  wifdoiTi  from  their  behaviour  in  that 
refped,  I  cannot  fay  I  (hould  have  the  bell  opi- 
nion of  it. 

'  With  regard  to  the  attack  made  upon  the  Em- 
peror in  Ital'^  by  the  Spaniards  and  the  King  of 
Sardinia^  it  is  certain,  that  this  nation  has  neither 
given  them  any  encouragement  nor  any  provo- 
cation to  do  fo  ;  and  whether  the  imperial  court 
has  given  them  any  juft  provocation,  is  an  aliair 
which  the  mediators  muft  of  courfe  inquire  into, 
when  they  come  to  offer  a  plan  for  a  pacifica- 
tion. As  to  the  affair  of  Poland^  where  the  ho- 
nourable gentleman  had  his  information,  with  re- 
fpedl  to  what  he  has  been  pleafed  to  relate  to  us 
about  that  affair,  I  fhall  not  pretend  to  guefs ;  but 
I  mult  believe,  that  his  Majeily  knows  nothing 
about  any  fuch  anfwer's  having  ever  been  given  to 
the  French^  or  about  any  fuch  inP^ruftions  having 
been  fent  to  his  minifter  in  Poland:  This  1  muft 
believe,  from  what  his  Majefty  told  us  in  his  fpeech 
at  the  opening  of  laft  fefTion  of  Parliament  •,  and 
if  there  ever  was  any  fdch  thing,  I  am  very 
fure  that  I  am  not  to  anfwer  for  all  the  meafures 
that  have  been  lately  purfued,  for  that  is  one  I 
know  nothing  about. 

'  To  conclude,  Sir,  the  nation  has  already  been 
put  to  a  great  expence,  and  muft  be  yet  put  to  a 
farther  expence  on  account  of  the  prefeni  war  •, 
perhaps  too,  fome  private  men  may  have  been 
expofed  to  fome  inconveniences,  by  the  prepara- 
tions we  have  already  made  ;  but  thefe  expences 
and  thefe  inconveniences  ought  to  be  borne  wich 
patience,  when  we  confider  the  difference  between 
our  ficuation  and  that  of  fome  of  our  neighbours  : 
I  believe  I  mayjullly  compute,  that  by  the  bloody 
C  c  2  'and 
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*  and  obftinate  battles,  fieges  and  fldrmifhes,  which 
'  have  already  happened  (ince  this  war  firft  broke 
'  our,  each  of  the  parties  engaged  has  loft  at  leaft 

*  50,000  men  j  fo  that  while  the  trade  of  our  neigh- 

*  bours  is  interrupted,  while  a  flop  has  been  put  to 

*  all  forts  of  manufadures  and  improvements  among 
'  them,  while  their  lands  are  laid  wafte,  and  fuch 
'  multitudes  of  their  men  deftroyed,  we  have  carried 
'  on  our  trade  with  fecurity,  our  manufadures  have 
'  been   improved,    and  extraordinary  quantities  of 

*  our  corn  exported ;    no  Britifi  farmer  has  been 

*  dillurbed,  not  an  acre  of  Britipj  land  laid  wafte, 

*  not  a  drop   of  Britijh  blood   fpilt :    Therefore, 

*  while  we  enjoy  fo  much  fafety  and  quiet,  I  can- 
•^  not  think  any  man  has  reafon  to  complain  of  the 

^  *  charge  the  nation  has  been  put  to,  or  of  the  few 
'  inconveniences  he  has  fuffered,  for  the  preferva- 
'  tion  of  that  fafety  and  quiet  which  he  has  enjoy- 

*  ed  ;  and  as  I  am  fully  fatisfied,  that  what  is  now 
'  propofed  is  abfolutely  neceffary,  for  fecuring  our 
'  future  enjoyment  of  the  fame  fafety  and  quiet,  I 
'  fhall  moft  heartily  give  my  confent. 

2>iyifioii«  According  to  the  method  of  proceeding  in  the 
houfe,  when  two  different  numbers,  or  two  different 
fums,  are  propofed  to  be  granted  by  Parliament,  the 
queftion  is  always  firft  put  for  the  fmalleft  number  ar 
fum,  and  therefore  in  this  cafe  the  queftion  was  firft: 
put  for  20jOOO  feamen,  which,  upon  a  divifion,  was 
carried  in  the  negative,  256  to  183.  Then  the  que- 
ftion was  put  for  the  30,000,  which  was  carried  ia 
the  affirmative,  without  a  divifion. 

The  chief  fpeakers  in  this  debate  were,  for  the 
30,000  men.  Sir  Robert  IValpole^  Horatio  JValpole^ 
Efq;  and  James  Oglethorpe,  Efq  *,  and  the  chief 
fpeakers  for  the  20,000  fean[ien,  were  Sir  John  Bar- 
7iard^  Sir  lyUliain  Wyndbcun,  IViliiam  Pulteneyy  Efq; 
the  mafter  of  the  Rolls,  and  Robert  IFillimot^  Efq  ; 

After 
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Afcer  this  refolution  was  agreed  to,  the  houfc  came 
to  a  fecond  refolution,  as  ufual,  That  4/.  per  man 
fer  monrli,  fhould  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid 
30,000  feamen,  for  thirteen  months,  including  the 
ordnance  for  fea-fervice. 

ON  Thurfday  the  i3th  day  of  February^  a  mo-  Motion  for 
tion    was    made  in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  ^"*'^'^''^^*- 

*  That  an  humble  addrefs  fhould  be  prefented  to  his 

*  Majefty,  that  he  would  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
'  give  diredions  to  the  proper  officer  or  (Officers,  to 

*  lay    before  that  houfe  an    account  of  the  expen- 

*  ces  incurred,  in  confequence  and  by  virtue  of  the 

*  vote  of  credit  and  confidence,  which  was  pafled  in 

*  that  houfe  towards  the  end  of  lall  felTion  of  Par- 

*  liament. 

To  this  motion  it  was  objeded,  '  That  the  houfe  Objeaionj 

*  had  then  before  them  what  was  propofed   to    be^gainft  it. 

*  defired  by  the  addrefs  moved  for  •,  for  in  one  ac- 

*  count   they  had  the  whole  of  the  expences  that 

*  had  been  incurred  by  any  addition  made  to  the 

*  fea-fervice,  in  confequence  of  that  vote  of  credit; 
'  in  another  they  had  an  account  of  the  whole  expen- 
'  ces  that  had  been  incurred  by  any  addition  made 

*  to  the  land  fervice  ;  and  in  the  third  they  had  an 

*  account  of  what  had  been  incurred  on  occafion  of 

*  the    treaty  lately  concluded  with  Dcv/Z/W^^^ :     Be- 

*  fides  all  which,  they  had  an  account  of  what   mo- 

*  nies  had  been  iflued   from  the  treafury  for   all   or 

*  either  of  thefe  fervices,  in   purfuance  of  a  claufe 

*  in  an  aifl  of  P*arliament,  paffed  laft  fefBon,  for  en- 

*  abling  his  Majifty  to  apply  any  part  of  the  money 

*  granted  for  the  fervice  of  Lift  year,  towards    the 

*  expence    of   making   fuch   augmentations  of  his 

*  forces  by  fea  or  land,  or  of  concerting  fuch  other 

*  meafures  as  he  fliould  judge  necelTary  for  the  lafe- 

*  ty  of  this  nation.    That  from  thcfe  accounts  any 

C  c  3  '  nian 
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*  man  might  eafily  fee  what  expences  had  been  in- 
'  curred,  in  confequence  of  that  vote  of  credit;  for 

*  that  as  to  the  fea-fervice,  whatever  appeared  from 

*  that  account  to  have  been  incurred,  over  and  above 
'  what  was  granted  by  laft  Parhament,    for   main- 

*  taining   the    20,000  feamen   then  voted  for  lad 

*  year's  fervice,  muft   appear  to  be   an  additional 

*  expence,  incurred  in  confequence  of  that  vote  of 

*  credit  *,  as  to  the  land-fervice,    whatever  appeared 

*  from  the  account  then  before  them  relating  to  that 

*  fervice,    to  have  been    incurred  over  and   above 

*  vv^hat  was  granted  by  laft   Parliament,  for   main- 

*  taining  the  17,704  land  forces  then  voted  to  be 
'  kept  up  in  Great  Britaui^  Guernfej  and  Jerfey^  for 

*  laft  year,  muft  be  an  additional  expence  incurred, 
'  in  confequence  of  that  vote  of  credit :  And  as    to 

*  v/hat  had  been  incurred  on  occafion  of  the  latetrea- 

*  ty  with  Denmark^  it  was  certain,    the  whole  was 

*  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  expences  incurred, 

*  in  confequence  of  that  confidence  and  credit,  which 

*  was  fo  reafonably  and  fo  necefiarily  inverted  in  his 

*  Mr.jefty  by  laft  fefilon  of  Parliament ;  fo  that  they 

*  could  not  poffibly  exped  any  farther  or  new  ac- 

*  counts  by  the  addrefs  propofed;    and  the  prefent- 
'  ing  of  fuch  an  addrefs  would,  in  their  opinion,  fhew 

*  a  want  of  refpedl  to  his  Majefty,and  a  fort  of  jea- 

*  loufy  and  diffidence  in  what  he  had  already  order- 
^  ed  to  be  laid  before  them* 

Upon  this  objedion's  being  made,  it  was  propof- 
imrnTofier- ^'^  to  add  thefe  words,  viz.  '  Over  and  above 
g^j^  '  thoje  cf  which  accounts  had  already  been  laid  before 

'  that  houfe*    by    way  of  amendment   to   the  mo- 
tion. 

Farther  But  this  did  not  fatisfy  the  gentlemen  who   were 

©bjedtious.  agamft  the  motion,  and  therefore  theyobjedted  far- 
ther, '  That  it  was  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  o- 

*  ther  expences  had  been  incurred  than  thofe  con- 

*  tained 
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^  taincd   in   the  accounts  then  before  them;    That 

*  they  could  aQure  gentlemen,  that  no  moneys  h:ul 
'  been  iiiued  trom  the  treaiury,  by  virtue  of  the 
'  claufe  they  had  mentioned,  but  what  were  dated 

*  in  the  account  already  laid  before  the  houfc  ;  nor 
'  had  any  expences  been  incurred,  but  what  were 

*  contained  in  the  three  accounts  relating  to  the  fea- 
'  fervice,  the  land  fervice,  and  the  late  treaty  with 

*  Denmark'.  That  the  prefenting  of  fuch  an  addrefs 
'  was  really  in  fome  manner  provoking  the  crown 

*  to  make  farther  demands  upon  them  -,  and  that  if 
*■  what  was  then  propofed  fhould  come  to  be  a  pre- 
'  cedent,  it  would  become  neceflfary  for  the  crown 
'  to  add  a  certificate  to  every  account  to  be  given  in 
'  hereafter  to  Parliament,  certifying,  that  thefe  are 
'  all  the  expences  that  have  been  incurred^  or  fome 
^  fuch  words  to  that  purpofe,  which  they  thought 
'  would  look  a  little  abfurd  :  That  therefore  they 
'  could  not  agree  to  the  amendment  -,  but  when  ic 
'  was  difagreed  to  (as  they  hoped  it  would)  they 
'  would  propofc  that  the  following  words  Ihould 
'  be  added,  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  motion 
^  to  wit,  notwith^andingthat  full  accounts  of  all  ex- 
i  pcnces  that  had  been  incurred^  had  been  already  laid 
»  before  that  houfe:     This,  they  faid,  was  the  mod 

*  natural   amendment  that    could  be  made  to   the 

*  motion,  becaufe  by  the  addition  of  thefe  words  ic 

*  would  appear  in  its  proper  and  true  light,  and    in 
that  light  they  were  perfuadedthe  houfe  would  not 


agree  co  it. 


To  this  it  was  anfwered,  '  That  they  could  not  Anfwer. 
but  think  that  the  motion,  as  it  flood  at  firft,  was 
a  very  proper  motion,  becaufe  it  would  be  much 
better  and  more  diltind,  to  have  all  thefe  expen- 
ces fairly  and  fully  dated,  in  one  account,  than  to 
have  them  difperfed  in  feveral  accounts,  and  con- 
founded with  a  great  many  other  articles  ;  and  this 
C  c  4  '  method 


Parliamentary        A.  1735'. 

method  of  Hating  thofe  expences  would  be  attend- 
ed with  this  advantage,  that  it  would  clearly  fhew 
to  gendemen,  how  Ipariog  his  Majefty  had  been 
in  making  ufe  of  that  unlimited  credit  given  him 
by  lad  feflion,  which  would  be  a  great  inducement 
to  that  houfcjto  renew  that  credit  whenever  his  Ma- 
jefty  fhould  pleafe  to  demand  it :  This  they  thought 
they  had  rcafon  to  hope  the  honourable  gentlemen 
would  not  have  obftru6ted,  becaufe  it  might  per- 
haps  be  of  great  advantage  to  them  upon  fome  fu- 
ture occafion  •,  but  as  thofe  gentlemen  did  not  feem 
to  like  that  way  of  dating  the  account,  there- 
fore they  were  willing  to  make  the  amendment 
propofed  to  their  motion,  in  order  to  prevent  a 
negative's  being  put  upon  a  queftion  of  fuch  mo- 
ment. 

'  That  they  hoped  no  expences  had  been  incurred, 
in  confequence  of  that  vote  of  confidence  and  cre- 
dit, but  what  appeared  upon  the  fcveral  accounts 
then  before  them  •,  but  it  would  be  a  great  fatif- 
fadion  to  the  houfe,  to  have  a  dired  anfwer  upon 
that  fubjedl  from  the  crown  \  for  tho'  they  were 
perfuaded  that  the  gentlemen  who  had  taken  upon 
them  to  aiTure  the  houfe,  that  no  other  expences 
had  been  incurred,  or  monies  iflued,  but  what  were 
contained  in  thefe  accounts,  really  believed  it  to  be 
as  they  had  declared  •,  yet  in  fuch  cafes  that  houfe 
was  not  to  take  an  anfwer  from  any  member  -,  were 
he  the  greatefi:  man  in  the  houfe,  or  the  greateft 
fubjedl  in  the  nation,  his  word  or  his  declaration 
was  no  Parliamentary  fatisfadion,  nor  could  it  be 
taken  as  fuch. 
'  That  with  refped  to  the  certificate  mentioned, 

•  it  was,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  fo  far  from  being  ab- 
'  furd,  that  it  was  abfolutely  necefTary  :  When  cer- 
"  tain  fums  were  granted  by  Parliament,   and  thofe 

•  fums  appropriated  by  Parliament  to  certain  ufes, 
"  fuch  a  certificate  would,  'twas  true,  be  quite  un- 

•  neceffary,  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  infift  upon  any 

*  fuch 
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luch  -,  but  when  an  unlimited  credit  has  been 
granted  by  Parliament,  and  that  credit  unlimited 
likewiie  as  to  the  ufes  it  was  to  be  applied  to,  it  was 
ablblutely  neceflliry  to  have  a  certificate  in  the  man- 
ner mentioned  by  the  honourable  gentlemen,  cer- 
tifying, that  luch  fum.s,  and  no  more  had  been  ta- 
ken up  upon  that  vote  of  credit  •,  and  that  the 
fums  lo  taken  up  had  been  applied  to  fuch  ufes, 
and  none  other  ;  for  without  fuch  a  certificate  it 
would  be  impofTible  for  that  houfe  to  know  how  tlic 
accounts  of  the  nation  flood  -,  they  could  not  kno'^r 
but  every  fucceeding  year  might  bring  in  a  new 
demand,  to  provide  for  fome  expence  incurred,  or 
fome  debt  contradled,  in  confequence  of  the  unli- 
mited credit  they  had  formerly  given  -,  therefore  it 
was  incumbent  upon  them,  as  members  of  that 
houfe,to  demand  fuch  a  certificate  ;  they  were  bound 
in  honour,  and  in  duty  to  their  contlituents,  to  in- 
fill upon  having  fuch  a  certificate  *,  and  fuch  a  cer- 
tificate could  not  be  had  any  other  way  than  by 
prefenting  the  addrefs  propofed. 
'  That  as  to  the  amendment  intended  to  be  added 
by  the  worthy  gentleman,  in  order  to  make  their 
queftion  appear  ridiculous  upon  the  journals  of  that 
houfe^  it  did  not  at  all  deter  them  from  infilling 
upon  their  queftion,  nor  from  infifting  upon  the  a- 
mendment  they  had  propofed  :  That  they  had  no 
caufe  to  fufpedl,  that  That  houfe  would  agree  to 
the  amendment  intended  by  the  worthy  gentle- 
man :  But  if  they  had,  it  would  give  them  no 
pain  ;  for  whatever  that  houfe  might  do,  the  world 
without  doors  would  judge  rightly,  and  would  fix 
the  ridicule  where  it  properly  belonged:  But  they 
would,  upon  that  occafion,  put  the  gentleman  in 
mind  of  what  appeared  upon  their  journals:  They 
remembered  a  certain  great  man  was,  in  a  former 
Parliament,  accufed  of  fome  very  high  crimes, 
and  a  queftion  was  actually  moved  and  feconded 

'  in 
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'  in  that  houfe,  for  a  refolution  in  thefe  terms,  That  it 
'  appears   to   this  houfe ,    that  ( fuch  a  great  man^ 

*  naming  him)  had  been  guilt'^  of  fever al  heinous  and. 

*  fraudulent  praUices  in^  &c.  That  this  was  the  que- 
'  ftion  firft  moved ;  but  the  friends  of  that  great 

*  man,  in  order  to  defeat  the  queftionby  rendering 

*  it  ridiculous,  propofed,  that  the  words  {jt  appears  to 

*  this  houfe)  fhould,  by  way  of  amendment,  be  left 

*  out  of  the  queftion  :  That  upon  a  divifion,  the  a- 
'  mendment  was  approved  of  by  a  corrupt  majority, 
'  and  that  the  queftion  fo  made  ridiculous  by  the  a- 

*  mendment,  itood  to  that  day  upon  their  journals, 

*  as  the  worthy  gentleman  might  fee  if  he  pleafed  •, 
'  but  that  the  thus  rendering  the  queftion  ridiculous, 

*  was  far  from  rendering  ridiculous  thofe  who  had 

*  at  firft  propofed  it :  On  the  contrary,  the  ridicule 

*  fell  upon  thofe  who  made  the  queftion  ridiculous 
'  by  their  amendment  ;  and  accordingly,  at  the 
'  ele6lions  for  the  very  next  Parliament,  moft  of 
'  them  were  negleded  by  their  country,  and  juftly 
'  refufed  the  honour  of  continuing  any  longer  the 
'  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  that  houfe.* 

Diviiion.  The  queftion  being  at  laft  put  upon  the  amend- 
ment, ii  waF,  upon  a  divifion,  carried  in  the  nega- 
tive, 167  to  106. 

Speakers.  Both  the  queftion  and  the  amendment  were  pro- 
pofed by  Samuel  Sandys,  Efq;  and  fupported  chiefly 
by  IViliiam  Pultenej^  Efqv  and  Sir  William  Wynd- 
ham.  The  chief  fpeaicers  againft  both  were  Horatio 
Walpole^  Efq-,  Uenr'^  Pelham,  Efq;  Sir  IVilliam  Tonge^ 
Colonel  Bladen,  'Thomas  IVinnwgton^  Efq;  and  Jo- 
feph  Danvers^  Efq;. 

Diipute         After  the  divifion  upon  this  amendment,  Henry 

about        Pelham,  Efq;  moved  to  adjourn,  which  brought  on 

order.        3  {hon  debate  about  order,  becaufe  it  was  faid,  that 

when   a  qijf^ftion  had  hc^n  moved,    and  for  fome 

time 
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time  debated,  the  houfc  was  fo  much  in  pofTcfTion  of 
it,  that  it  could  not  be  putoli'  by  a.ijourntnrnt, with- 
out an  unanimous  confent :  But  iVlr.  Speaker  declar- 
ed, that  according  to  the  general  opinion,  the  rule 
mentioned  was  to  be  obferved  at  all  times  before  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  after  that  hour,  tho*  a 
queilion  had  been  for  fome  time  debated,  it  was 
thought  it  might  be  put  off  by  adjournment,without 
any  unanimous  conlent :  Whereupon  the  queition 
was  put  for  adjourning,  which  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative without  a  divifion. 

ON  the  fame  day  that  this  lad  debate  happened  Petition 
in  the  houfe  of  Commons,  viz.  on  the  13th  of  prefented 
February.,  the  following  petition  was  prefented  to  the  ^^  ^^^ 
Right  Honourable  the  houfe  of  Peers,  by  his  Grace  p^^^^ 
the  Duke  of  Bedford^  viz. 


'  T'^?  ths  Right  Honour  able  the  Lords  fpir  it  ual  and  iein- 
'  poral  in  Parliament  ajfr^mUed:  'The  humble  peti- 
'  tion  of  James  Buke  of  Hamilton  and  Brandon, 
'  Charles  Duke  c/Qneenfbury  and  Dover,  James 
'   Dz^/^^  (/Montrofe,  Thomas  ^.'zr/c/Dundonald, 

*  Alexander  Earl  of  Marchmont,  <3;w  John  Ead 

*  ^/ Stair, 

Shev.ieth.^ 

*  fTTA  H  A  T  at  the  lafl  eledion  of  fixteen  Peers, 
'  JL  to  ferve  in  this  Parliament  for  that  part  of 
'  Great-Britain  called  Scotland^  a  majority  of  votes 
'  was  obtained  for  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh.,  the 
'  Duke  o^  Athole,  the  Marquis  o'i  Lothian.,  the  Earl 

*  of  Crawford.,  the  Earl   of  Sutherland.,  the  Earl  ot 

*  Moreton.,  the  Earl  of  Loudon,  the  Earl   of  Finla- 

*  ter.,   the  Earl  o^  Silkirk.,  the  Earl  of  Balcarras.,  the 

*  Earl  of  Dunmore,  the  Earl  of  Orkney.,  the  Earl 
'  o'i  Port  more.,  the  Earl  of //i?/?(f/6??7,  the  Earl  of /A?)', 

*  the  Lord  Cathcart^  and  they  were  accordingly  re- 

*  turned, 

'  Your 
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*  Your  petitioners^  however,  conceive  it  their  du- 

*  ty  to  reprefent  to   your  Lordfliips,   that  feveral 

*  undue  methods  and  illegal  pradices  were  ufed  to- 
'  wards  carrying  on  this  eledlion,  and  towards  en- 

*  gaging  Peers  to  vote  for  a  lift  of  Peers  to  repre- 

*  fent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland^  fuch  as  are  inconfift- 

*  ent  with  the  freedom  of  Parliaments,  difhonour- 

*  able  to  the  Peerage,  contrary  to  the  defign  and  in- 

*  tcntion  of  thofe  laws  that  diredl  the  eledlion  of  the 

*  fixteen  Peers  for  that  part  of  Great  Britam  cal- 

*  led  Scotland^  and  fuch   as  may  prove  fubverfive 

*  of  our  happy   conftitution  ;  inftances  and  proofs 

*  whereof  we  are  able  to  lay  before  your  Lordfhips, 
'  in  fuch  manner  as  your  Lordlhips  fhall  diredl, 

'  Wherefore  your  petitioners  humbly  pray,  that 
'  your  Lordlhips  will  be  pleafed  to  take  this  impor- 

*  tant  affair  into  your  moft  ferious  confideration,  to 

*  allow  thefe  inftances  and  proofs  to  be  laid  before 

*  you,  and  to  do  therein  as  in  your  great  wifdoms 

*  (hall  feem  moft  proper,  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 

*  the  Peerage,  the  freedom  of  the  ele6lion  of  Peers 

*  for  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland^  and 

*  to  preferve  the  conftitution   and   independency  of 

*  Parliaments. 

And  )cur  Petitioner  /Jjall  ever  pray.    S.  f. 

Hamilton  and  Brandon,     Dundonald, 
Queensbury  and  Dover,     Marchmont, 
Montrofe,  Stair. 

Firil  mo-  Afj^er  this  petition  v/as  read,  his  Grace  ftood  up, 
tion  upon  and  moved  for  a  day  to  take  it  into  confideration  ; 
it.  he  would  not  pofuively  fix  upon  any  day,  but  he 

would  propofe  that  day  month,  and  that  their  Lord- 
fhips  might  order  thofe  perfons,  by  whom  the  peti- 
tioners thought  they  could  prove  their  allegations,  to 
attend  againft  that  day  :  In  this  motion  he  was  fe- 
conded  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough. 
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In  lupport  of  the  queftion,  it  was  arf^ucd  uy  the 
two  noble  Dukes  who  made  and  iccondcd  the  mo- 
tion, in  fublhnce  as  follows,  viz, 

*  My  Lords,  I  take  it  to  be  a  conftant  and  a  cer-  Argumenf 
tain  maxim  of  this  houfe,  never  to  rcjed  the  pe-*oriu 
tition  of  any  fubjedt,  or  of  any  number  of  fubjec^ts, 
unlefs  upon  the  very  face  of  the  petition  there  ap- 
pears to  be  fomething  very  frivolous  or  imperti- 
nent •,  and  upon  all  the  petitions  I  have  obftrved 
prefented  to  this  houfe,  there  has  always  been  a 
day  afligned,  either  for  an  anfwer,  or  for  the  pe- 
titioner to  prove  his  allegations,  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  petition.  If  it  be  a  petition  againfb 
any  particular  perfon  or  perfons,  fuch  as  petitions 
of  appeal,  there  is  then  a  day  appointed  for  the 
defendants  or  refpondents  to  anfwer  -,  and  a  fum- 
mons  is  direded  of  courfe  to  be  ferved  upon  them 
for  that  end:  If  the  petition  be  to  let  forth  ajiy 
particular  grievances  or  inconveniences  the  peti- 
titioner  labours  under,  and  from  which  he  defires  the 
aid  of  this  houfe,  to  be  relieved,  fuch  as  petitions 
for  private  bills ;  the  petitioner  has,  in  fuch  cafes,  a 
day  to  prove  the  allegations  of  his  petition,  and 
for  that  end  he  has  of  courfe  the  aid  of  this  houfe 
for  fummoning  thofe  perfons  to  attend,  by  whom 
he  thinks  he  can  prove  what  he  has  in  his  petition 
fet  forth  :  If  it  be  a  petition  complaining  of  pub- 
lic grievances,  in  order  to  obtain  a  public  law  for 
the  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  the  petitioner,  or 
petitioners  have  then  a  day  afligned,  ior  proving 
their  allegation,  and  they  have  of  courfe  the 
fummons,  or  order  of  this  houfe,  commanding 
thofe  perfons  to  attend,  by  wb.om  they  think  they 
may  prove  the  fads  or  the  grievances-  com- 
plained of. 

'  Of  this  Jaft  fort  I  take  the  petition  to  be,  which 
I  have  now  had  the  honour  to  prefent  to  yoUr 
Lordlhips  5  and  never  was  there,  I  believe,  a  p'e-^ 

'  tiiion 
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^  tition  prefented  to  this  houfe,  of  greater  confe- 
'  quence  as  to  the  fubjed  matter  complained  of,  or 

*  as  to  the  quality  of  the  petitioners.  The  comiplaint, 
'  my  Lords,  is  of  the  higheft  nature  imaginable: 
'  It  is  a  complaint  that  nearly  concerns  both  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  the  dignity,   nay,  I  may  fay,  the  very 

*  being  of  this  houfe  ;   becaufe,    if   there   be  good 

*  ground  for  the  complaint,  the  conftitution  of  this 

*  kingdom  cannot  fubfift,  the  liberties  of  our  coun- 

*  try  cannot  long  endure,  if  the  grievances  complain- 

*  ed  of  be  not  fully  and  fpeedily  redrefTed.  Then 
^  as  to  the  petitioners,  let  us  confider,  my  Lords, 

*  who  they  are  :    They  are  men  of  as  high  rank  as 

*  any  fubjeds  in  the  kingdom  ;  they  are  noblemen 
'  of  equal  quality  with  ourfelves  in  every  refped", 
'  except  as  to  feats  in  this  houfe  ;  and  that  they  have 
'  perhaps  been  deprived  of,  by  the  evil  pradices 

*  of  which  they  complain  :  But  this  they  do  not  in- 

*  fift  on  ;  they  do  not  come  here  to  complain  of  any 

*  particular  injury  done  to  themfelves  -,    it   is  their 

*  regard  for  the  public  weal,  their  regard  for  the  ho- 

*  nour  of  this  houfe,  that  has  prevailed  on  them  to 
'  become  petitioners  to  your  Lordfhips. 

'  I  fhall  not  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  fay,  that  the 
'  fads  complained  of  are  true  •,  That  your  Lordfhips 
'  are  to  determine,  after  a  full  and  a  ftrid  inquiry  ; 

*  but  I  am  fure  there  is  nothing  frivolous  or  imperti- 
'  nent  appears  upon  the  face  of  the  petition  ;  and  if 

*  we  may  judge  from  the  charaders,  as  well  as  qua- 

*  licy  of  the  petitioners ;  if  we  may  judge  from  com- 

*  mon  fame  and   public  report;  nay,    if  we  may 

*  judge  from  fome  occurrences,  not  a  great  many 
•^  years  ago,  there  is  reafon  to  believe  theii  com- 
«  plaint  is  but  too  well  grounded.     All  the  petition* 

*  ers  we  knov;  •,  fome  of  them  have  had  the  honour 
'fio  fit  in  this  houfe  ;  and  while  they  fat  here,  their 
'^'^;^behaviour  was  fuch,  that  I  am  perfuaded  none  of 
"^^■Pyour  Lordfhips  will  think,  that  they  would  allow 
'^^  themfelves  to  be  impofed  on  by  ridiculous  reports. 
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'  or  (light  rarmifes.  1  cannot  therefore,  in  the 
^  leaft,  fufped,    that  the  petition  I  have  had  the 

*  honour  to  prcfent  will  be  rejedled  •,    and  for   this 

*  reafon,  I  think,  the  only  proper  motion  I  can 
'  make,  is,  to  appoint  a  day,  ^c*  (as  above-men- 
tioned.) 

Lord  Onflow.     *  My  Lords,  though  it  has  always  Lo^d 

*  been  the  pradice  of  this  houfe,  to  receive  petitions  OnJlo-.'S% 

*  from  any  fubjeiSl,  which  did  not  in  themfelves  ap-  Speech, 

*  pear  frivolous  or  impertinent  •,  yet  the  petition  now 

*  prcfented  to  us  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  fuch  an  ex- 
*-  traordinary  nature,   that  it  deferves  the  mod  ma- 

*  tare  deliberation  :  It  is  a  petition  by  which  feveral 

*  Lords,  who  are  members  of  this  houfe,  are  charg- 

*  ed  with  illegal  pradices  -,  and  as  fuch  a  charge 
*-  muft  throw  a  very  great  fcandal  upon  them,    I 

*  therefore  think  your  Lordfhips  ought  v;ell  to  con- 

*  fider,  before  you  refolve  to  give  it  fo  muchcoun- 

*  tenance,  as  to  appoint  a  day  for  taking  it  into  con- 

*  fideration.' 

Upon  this  the  Lord  Chancellor  rofe  up,  and  ac- 
quainted the  houfe,  '  That  the  petition  did  not  charge 
'  any  Lord  in  that  houfe  with  undue  or  illegal  prac- 

*  tices:  It  contained  only  a  general  charge,  that  fome 
'  fuch  practices  had   been  made  ufe  of,  at  the  lad 

*  eledlion  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^  but  did  not 

*  fay  by  whom.' 

The  Earl  of  Chohncndsley.   '  Though  the  petition  Earl  of 

*  now  before  us,  does  not  charge  any  Lord  in  par-  Chomon^ 

*  ticular  with  any  undue  practices  -,  yet  it  muft  be  f^^^'l 
'  granted,  that,  in  its  confequences,   ic  will  affect  a  ^^ 

'  good  many  Lords  of  this  houfe-,   for  it  exprcfly 

*  charges,  that  no  lefs  than  fixteen  Lords  of  this 
'  houfe   were  chofen  by  fuch  pradices,  and  have 

*  thereby  got  feats  in  this  houfe  •,  fo  that  by  the 
"•  confequences  .qf  this  petiupi|j^ every  one  of  thofe 

""^  "  '  fixteen 


Parliamentary        A.  l/jf- 

fixteen  may  come  to  lofe  the  feats  they  have  now 

*  the  honour  to  have  in  this  houfe  :    For  this  reafoa 

*  therefore,  my  Lords,  as  well  as  on  account  of  its 
being  a  petition  of  a  very  new  and  a  very  extraor- 
dinary nature,  I  think  your  Lordfhips  ought  to  take 
fome  time  to  confider  of  it,  before  you  order  any 
perfon  to  attend,  on  account  of  the  matter  contain- 
ed in  the  petition.' 

The  Duke  of  Newcaflk.  '  My  Lords,  the  peti- 
tion now  prefented  to  us,  is  fo  new  in  its  kind, 
that  I  really  do  not  know  whether  we  ought  to  re- 
ceive it;  nay,  I  do  not  know  if  we  have  a  power 
to  receive  ii.  There  was,  indeed,  fmce  the  union, 
one  petition  prefented  to  this  houfe,  complaining 
of  an  undue  ele6ticn  and  return,  of  one  of  the  fix- 
teen Peers  for  Scotland  -,  and  this  houfe  did  accord* 
ingly  proceed  upon  the  petition,  and  did  deter- 
mine the  right  of  eledion :  Bat  in  the  petition  now 
before  us,  there  is  no  dired  complaint,  either  a- 
gainft  the  eleclicn  or  the  return  of  all  or  any  one 
of  the  fixteen  Peers  lad  chofen  for  Scotland  ;  and 
therefore  I  cannot,  at  prefent,  pretend  to  give  my 
opinion,  how  we  can  proceed  upon  it.  As  I  have 
not  the  journal  now  before  me,  which  contains  the 
proceedings  of  this  houfe,  upon  the  laft  petition 
from  Scotland^  I  cannot  tell  what  method  was  then 
obferved  ;  but  if  I  had,  I  doubt  much  if  it  could 
be  of  any  ufe,  becaufe  of  this  petition's  being  very 
widely  different  from  the  former :  Therefore,  my 
Lords,  1  muft  think,  that  the  mod  prudent  me- 
thod  for  us  to  take,  is,  to  appoint  a  fhort  day,  as 
fhort  as  you  will,  to  confider  of  what  is  proper  to 
be  done,  before  you  appoint  a  day,  either  for  en- 
tering into  the  merits  of  the  petition,  or  for  exa- 
mining any  witnefies,  in  relation  to  the  fads  there- 
in com.plained  of  For  this  reafon,  I  fliall  move 
your  Lordfhips  to  refolve,  to  take  this  petition  into 
yourconfideration  on  this  day  fe'nnight.* 

To 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered  by  the  Earl  of  ChefierfieuL  F-arl  of 
and  lifter  him  the  Lord  Bathurft^  '  That  as  to  thc'9'"*^^^^''- 
'  petition's  being,   in  its  nature,  fomething  new  and  LoJ  B 

*  extraordinary,  it  was  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  nt  thuril's 

'  becaufe  the  tads  complained  of,  were  fuch  as  could  fpceches 

*  be  committed  only  fince  the  union  of  the  two  king- 

*  doms.     Whether  any  fuch  pradices  had  b^*en  ufcd 

*  fincc  that  time,  and  before  the  prefent,  they  would 

*  not  take  upon  them  to  determine  ;  but  if  ever  any 
'  fuch    had  been  ufed,   no  man  before    had  public 

*  fpirit  enough  to  complain  of  them;  and  therefore 
they  were  the  more  obliged  to  the  noble  Peers  who 

*  had  now  given  themfelves  that  trouble.  That  to 

*  them  it  feemed  very  extraordinary  to  quell  ion, 
'  whether  that  houfe  had  a  power  to  examine  into 

*  any  grievances  that  could  be  complained  of  by  any 
'  fubjed?  But  it  appeared  dill  more  extraordinary 

<  to  make  fuch  a  quellion,  when  the  complaint  was 
'  made  by  fome  of  their  own  number,  and  in  rela- 
«  tion  to  an  affair  j  in  which  the  honour  and  dignity 
«  of  that  houfe  was  chiefly  and  primarily  concerned: 
'  That  for  this  reafon  it  was  not  to  be  doubted,  but 

*  that  they  had  not  only  a  power,  but  that  it  was 
'  their  duty,  to  inquire  into  the  matters  complained 
«  of,  and  to  fift  them  to  the  bottom  ;  and  they  hop- 

*  ed  no  regards  nor  pretences  would  prevent  their 
*•  doing  fo.  However,  they  would  in  general,  a- 
'  gree  with  the  noble  Duke,  as  to  the  firit  appoint- 
*•  inga  (hort  day  ;    for  they  did  not  doubt,  but  that 

*  the  more  the  affair  was  confidered,  the  more  every 

<  Lord  in  that  houfe  would  think  himfelf  bound, 

*  both  in  honour  and  duty,  to  inquire  into  it :  But 
'  they  thought  the  refolution  ought   to  be  put  in 

<  words,  diiierent  from  what  the  noble  Duke  had 
'  been  pleafed  to  propofe  ;  and  therefore  they  thought 
«  the  motion  ought  to  be,  That  they  would,  upon 

<  thatday  fe'nnight  takeinto  conlideration,  the  me- 
«  thods  how  to  proceed  upon  the  petition  then  pre- 

<  fented  to  them. 

Vol.  Xir.  D  d  The 
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The  Lord  Chancellor.  *  As  to  the  power  or  du- 
'  ty  of  this  houfe,  in  relation  to  the  petition  now  be- 
'  fore  us,  I  cannot  really,  upon  fo  fhort  a  delibera- 

*  tion,  freely  declare  my  opinion  ;  and  as  there  are 

*  fome  other  Lords,  who  feem  to  be  in  great  doubt 
'  about  this  queftion,  I  mufl  think  the  motion  made 

*  by  the  noble  Duke  near  me,  the  moft  proper,  be- 

*  caufe  of  its  being  the  moft  general  ;  and  as  it  does 
^  not  determine  the  queftion  one  v/ay  or  other,  I 

*  cannot  but  think  it  quite  unneceflary  to  make  any 
'  difpute  about  it,  therefore  I  hope  your  LordQiips 

*  will  agree  to  it. 
Upon  this  the  queftion  propofed  by  the  Duke  of 

Newcajile  was  agreed  to  without  any  divifion  ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  refolved.  That  that  houfe  would, 
upon  that  day  fe'nnight,  take  the  petition  into  their 
confideration :  After  which  it  was  ordered,  that 
the  Lords  fhould  be  fummoned  to  attend  upon  that 
day. 

ON  Friday  the  14th  day  of  February^  the  houfe 
of  Commons  (according  to  order)  refolved  it- 
Mi  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  to  confider 
farther  of  the  fupply  granted  to  his  Majefty  ,  and  it 
being  then  moved  that  the  committee  fliould  refolve 
Thai  the  number  of  effective  men  to  be  provided  for 
guards  and  garrifofu  in  Great  Britain,  and  for  Guern- 
fey  and  Jerfey,  for  the  year  1735,  fhould  be  (includ- 
ing  18 15  invalids^  ^^^d  §c^  men^  which  the  fix  inde^ 
pendent  companies  confift  of  for  the  fervice  of  the  High- 
lands) 25,744  nien^  commiffion  and  non-commiffion  of-* 
fixers  included.  A  debate  thereupon  enfued,  in  which 
the  principal  arguments  for  the  motion  were  in  fub- 
flance  thus. 

Argument      *  Sir,  though  we  are  not,  as  yet,  any  way  engag- 
iQi  If.        '  ed  in  the   prefent  war,  yet  fuch  events  may  hap- 

*  pen,  as  may  rnake  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  us  to 

'  engage 
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engage,  either  on  the  one  fide  or  the  other.  The  af- 
fair of  Poland,  which  is  the  only  motive,  the  only 
bone  of  contention,  hitherto  publicly  avowed,  is 
an  affair  with  which  this  nation  has  but  very  little 
to  do  i  but  if  that  fhould  appear  not  to  be  the  real 
motive,  or  if  fuccefs  fhould  encourage  either  fide 
to  extend  their  views,  and  to  pufh  their  conquells, 
the  balance  of  power  may,  at  laft,  be  brought  into 
real  danger  ;  and  then,  for  the  fake  of  preferving 
the  liberties  of  Europe,  upon  which  the  liberties  of 
this  nation  will  always  depend,  we  mufl:  take  a 
fliare,  a  principal  (hare  in  the  war.  This  is  the 
danger  we  are  expofed  to  at  prefent,  and  it  may 
not  perhaps,  be  fo  remote  as  fome  people  pretend 
to  imagine  :  This  is  what  has  made  his  Majefly 
become  a  fort  of  mediator,  for  reftoring  the  peace 
of  Europe,  and  for  reconciling  the  contending 
powers,  before  fuccefs  of  either  fide,  fliall  have  en- 
couraged them  to  extend  their  views  fo  far,  as  to 
take  away  all  hopes  of  fucceeding  in  that  way  ;  and 
his  Majefi:y  has  already  pufhed  his  negotiations 
with  fo  much  vigour,  that  a  plan  of  peace  will 
foon  be  offered  to  all  the  parties  concerned  •,  a  plan 
fo  reafonable,  and  fo  well  adapted  to  the  honour 
and  intereft  of  all  the  parties  concerned,  that  who- 
ever refufes  to  hearken  to  it,  will  thereby  make  ic 
manifefl:,  that  their  fecret  views  are  much  more 
extenfive  than  any  they  have  hitherto  openly  de- 
clared. 

*  From  hence.  Sir,  I  mud  conclude,  that  we  fhall 
be  very  foon  able  to  determine,  whether  we  ^nuft 
engage  in  the  war  or  not:  If  that  plan  be  accept- 
ed, if  both  parties  appear  willing  to  agree  to  rea- 
fonable terms,  then  we  fhall  attain  our  ends  ;  the 
peace  of  Eitrope  will  be  reft:ored,  the  balance  of 
power  will  be  preferved,  without  our  engaging  in 
the  war,  without  fubjedling  this  nation  to  any  in- 
convenience, or  to  any  great  expence  ;  but  if  rea- 
fonable terms  (hould  be  haughtily  rejected  by  ei- 
D  d  2  '  ther 
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ther  fide,  what  will  the  confequence  be  ?  We  mud 
then  neceflarily  take  a  ihare  in  the  war,  and  that 
fpeedily,  lead  the  weaker  fide  fliould  be  quite  over-  . 
whelmed  :  It  is  therefore  very  much  our  intereft, 
at  prefent,  to  take  every  meafure  that  may  con- 
tribute towards  rendering  his  Majefty's  endeavours, 
fuccefsful  ;  that  may  contribute  towards  inducing 
or  even  compelling,  every  one  of  the  contending 
powers  to  accept  of  that  plan,  which  his  Majefty 
in  conjundion  with  his  allies,  is  to  offer  to  them  ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  nothing  can  contribute  more 
towards  thefe  great  ends,  then  our  having  fuch  a 
(landing  regular  force,  as  may  convince  all  tjie 
parties  concerned,  that  we  are  in  earnefl:,  and  that 
we  have  it  in'our  power  to  alter  the  fcale  whene- 
ver we  have  a  mind  ;  for  this  reafon  I  can  hardly 
imagine,  that  any  gentleman  in  this  houfe  will  op- 
'pofe  the  Tmall  augmentation  of  our  land  forces  now 
propbfed,  when  he  confiders  how  fmall  an  expence 
it  will  be  to  the  nation,  and  how  many  millions 
\vc  may  be  obliged'  to  expend,  if,  by  refufing  fuch 
a  feaibnable  expence,  wefhould  at  lail  make  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  involve  ourfelves  in  a  heavy  and  expen- 
five  war. 

'  The  profperity  of  this  nation,  Sir,  or  at  Jeafl 
our  fecurity,  depends,  upon  the  tranquility  of  our 
neighbours  :  While  they  are  at  peace,  v^^hile  they 
are  living  in  plenty  and  eafe,  they  will  always  con- 
fume  more  of  our  manufa6lures,  and  all  the  other 
V  conveniences  of  life,  than  when  they  are  involved 
in  blood  and  confufion  ;,  and  confcquently  we  fliall 
always  have,  in  times  of  peace,  a  gr^afer  demand 
for  tl]e  manufa6lures  and  produce  of  our  country 
than  in  time  of  war.  Befides,  while  they  continue 
at  peace,  the  balance  of  ppwer  can  be  in  no  dan- 
ger, but  the  events  of  war  no  man,  no  nation  can 
depend  on  -,  and  therefore  every  one,  and  this  na- 
tion among  the  reft,  may  be  deeply  affeded  by 
the  extraordinary  fucccfs,  or  the  rapid  conquefts  of 

'  any 
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*  any  one  power  in  Eurol^e,     Let  us  nor,  thcrtfure, 

*  grudge  a  Iniali  cxpence,  when  it  inay  evidently 
*•  contribute  towards  relloring  peace  and  tranquility 
'  among  our  neighbours,  upon  which  our  own  pi  of- 

*  perity  and  fecuriLy  docs  and  rnuft  always  depend. 

'  Our  houfe  is    not,  'tis  true,  as  yet  on  iirc,  but 

*  our  neighbour's  is  all  in  a  flame  •,  and  when  our 
'  neighbour's  houfe  is  in  flames,    it  is  time  for  us  to 

*  prepare  the  engines  which  are  necefliliry  for  prefcrv- 
ing  our  ovm.     The  proper  engines   for  preferv- 

'  ing  this  nation  from  thole  flames  of  war,  which 
are  now  blazing  in -£^/r<?/'^,  are  a  powerful  fleer,, 
and  a  fuflicicnt  body  of  regular  well-difciplined 
troops,  ready  to  march  at  the  flril  w'ord, of  com- 
mand, in  order  to  extinguiOi  thofe  flames,  which 
may  at  lafl:  approach  us  too  near,  or  may  becorne 
fo  fierce  as  to  endanger  our  being  involved.  This, 
Sir,  will  give  weight  to  his  Majelly's  negotiations, 
it  will  make  all  the  parties  concerned  give  a  due 
attention  to  what  may  be  propofed  by  his  majefl:y's 
minifl:ers,  for  reOioring  the  peace  of  Europe  \  for 
a  miniflier,  v>/hofe  equipage  confifls  of  a  large 
'  body  of  good  troops,  will  always  be  b::tter 
'  hearkened  to,  than  one  whofe  equipage  confills 
^  only  of  a  great  number  of  fine  pages  and  uklefs 
^  footmen. 

'  From  agreeing  to  the  augmentation  propofed, 
'  V7e  may  therefore  exped,  Sir,  that  the  parties  now 
'  at  war  will  be  prevented  from  forming  any  ambi- 

*  tious  views,  either  againR  this  nation  or  againft  the 
'  balance  of  powers  and  if  any  fuch  views  have  al- 

*  ready  been  formed,  the  projectors  will  find  thcm- 

*  felves  under  a  necefiity  of  laying  them  afide  5  by 
'  which  means  we  fiiall  be  able  to  refiore  the  peace 
'  of  Europe^  and  eflablifh  the  future  fecufi^y  of  this 

*  nation,  without  cxpofing  ourfelves  to  the  incori'^^e- 
'  niences,  the  misfortunes,  and  the  doubtfal  events 
'  of  war,  and  without  put^ting  ourfelves  tp.any  far- 

*  ther  cxpence :     From   a  contrary  behaviour,    let 

D  d  3  'us 
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•  us  confider  what  we  are  to  exped  :  Will  not  Frame 
'  and  her  allies  from  thence  conclude,  that  they  may 
'  go  on  and  conquer  ;  that  they  may  place  upon  the 
'  imperial  throne,  a  Prince  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
'  bon^  and  that  England  is  not  now  as  formerly,  ap- 
'  prehenfive  of  the  growing  power  of  France^  or 
'  concerned  about  the  prefervacion  of  a  balance  of 
'  power  in  Europe:  Thefe  are  conclufions,  which  I 

'  amfure,  no  Englifiman  ought  to  give  them  an  op- 

■  portunity   to   make ;     for  the  continuance  of  the 

■  war,  is  a  certain  confequence  of  fuch  conclufions  ; 
'  and  if  it  fhould  continue,  we  mud  engage  in  it,  or 
'  we  as  well  as  the  reft  of  Europe^  muft  fubm.it  to 

'  be  flaves  to  the  conqueror.   Thus  the  danger  of 
not  agreeing  to  what  is  propofed,is  infinitely  great; 

•  in  agreeing  to  it,  there  is  no  danger,  and  the  ex- 
'  pence  is  inconfiderable;  it  is  not  only  inconfider- 

able,  butlikewife,  take  it  in  what  light  you  pleafe, 
'  it  will  be  ufeful,  if  it  has  the  wiflied  for  effed,  if 
it  procures  a  re-eftablifhment  of  the  public   tran- 
quility,  the  ufefulnefs  of  it  muft  be  acknowledged 
by  all  •,  but  if  it   fhould  fail  of  the  effed  defired, 
it  will  ftill  be  of  great  ufe,  becaufe  it  will  enable  us 
to  join  fpeedily  and  with  vigour  in  the  war. 
*  To  me,  Sir,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fmall  expence 
now  propofed,  may  prevent  an  infinite  expence 
and  an  infinite  danger  ,  and  therefore  I  muft  think 
we  are  at  prefent  fomething  in  the  cafe  of  a  gen- 
tleman (fuppofe  in  the  ille  of  Ely)  whofe  eftate   is 
in  great  danger  of  being  overflowed,  by  the  decay 
of,  or  fome  breach  in,  thofe  dykes  and  mounds, 
which  were  made  to  prevent    inundations :      In 
fuch  a  cafe,   fuppofe  the  gentleman's  ftewards  and 
managers,  fliould  come  to  him  and  tell  him  of  his 
danger,  and  that  the  dykes  might  then  be  repaired 
for   a  fmall  expence,  but  that  one  flood  or  two 
might  make  fuch  a  breach,  as  would  coft  him  near 
the  value  of  his  eftate  to  repair:  Would  not  that 
gentleman  be  very  much  in  the  wrong,  would  he 

*  not 
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not  be  mad,  not  to  hearken  to  luch  reprcfcnta- 
tions,  and  put  himfelf  to  afmall  immediate  charge, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  intire  ruin  of  his  eftate  ? 
*  Our  prefent  cafe.  Sir  is  the  very  fame  ♦,  one  l\ic- 
cefsful  campaign,  two  or  three  complete  viclories 
would  not  only  involve  us  neceflarily  in  the  war, 
but  would  make  fuch  a  breach  in  thofe  barriers,  by 
which  the  liberties  of  Europe  are  preferved,  as 
would  cofl:  an  infinite  treafure,  and  a  vafl  elTufion 
of  blood  before  it  could  be  made  up.  This  is  a 
danger,  which  is  apparent  from  thofe  general  cir- 
cumftances  which  are  publicly  known  •,  but  there 
may  be  particular  private  tranfaclions  concerted,  or 
now  carrying  on,  which  would  demonftrate  the 
necelTity  of  what  is  now  propofed :  Thele  his  Mx- 
jefty  may  probably  havedifcovered;  and  from  the 
experience  we  have  of  his  Majedy's  great  regard 
for  the  eafe  of  his  people,  we  may,  I  think,  con- 
clude, that  he  would  not  have  propofed  to  have 
made  any  augmentation  of  his  land  forces,  or  to 
have  put  his  fubjeds  to  any  additional  charge,  witli- 
out  an  evident  necefTity  for  fo  doing :  I  hope, 
therefore,  gentlemen  will  depend  upon  his  Majef- 
ty*s  wifdom  and  condudl,  in  an  affair,  which  is  of 
fuch  a  nature,  as  may  render  it  impoflible  for  his 
Majefty,  to  lay  his  particular  reafons  before  this 
houfe,  without  running  the  riflv  of  difappointing 
all  the  meafures  he  has  concerted,  for  defeating  any 
ambitious  projeds  that  may  have  been  formed,  and 
for  reftoring  the  peace  of  Europe^  and  thereby 
preventing  this  nation's  being  obliged  to  engage  in 
the  war. 

To  this  it  was  anfvvered,  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

^  Sir,  I  wifh  gentlemen  would  be  m.ore  cautious  Anfv/cr. 
*  of  bringing  his  Majefty's  name,  into  every  debate 
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that  happens  in  this  houfe.  I  am  perfuaded,  no 
gentjeman  in  this  houfe  doubts  of  his  Majefty's 
fin  cere  regard  f:>  the  eafe  of  his  people,  or  of  his 
wifdom  and  condudl,  in  all  matters  which  are  ho- 
nedly  and  fairly  laid  before  him :  Thcfe  are  quef- 
tions  which  can  never  be  properly  brought  before  us. 
Upon  this  occafion,  as  well  as  upon  all  other  oc- 
cafions  of  the  fame  nature,  it  is  not  his  Majefty's 
regard  for  the  eafe  of  his  people,  but  the  regard 
his  miniflers  have  for  the  eafe  of  the  people,  that 
we  are  to  confider  -,  it  is  their  wifdom  and  condu61; 
that  are  now  under  our  confideration  ;  and,  in  my 
opinion,  this  houfe  has  no  great  reafon  to  depend 
much  upon  either  :  I  am  fure  the  generality  of  the 
nation,  have  no  great  confidence  in  either ;  and 
therefore,  if  we  fpeak  the  language  of  our  confti- 
tuents,  which  I  hope  will  always  be  the  language 
of  this  houfe,  v/e  cannot  depend  fo  much  upon 
their  wifdom  and  condu6l,  as  to  load  the  people 
with  any  additional  expence,  for  no  other  reafon, 
but  only  becaufe  the  minifter  has  told  us  it  is  ne- 
ceijary.  This  is  a  method  of  proceeding,  which 
no  man  ought  to  agree  to  in  any  cafe,  but  efpecial- 
ly  in  a  cafe,  which  is  of  the  moft  dangerous  con- 
fequence  to  the  liberties  of  our  country. 
'  The  honourable  gentleman,  Sir,  was  very  much 
in  the  right  to  argue  from  general  circumftances, 
and  fuch  as  are  publicly  known  •,  for  particular  care 
has  been  taken,  thatwefhould  not  have  any  thing 
elfe  to  argue  from  :  But  if  we  argue  only  from 
fuch  circumftances,  we  muft  conclude,  that  we  are 
neither  concerned  in  the  war,  nor  can  be  concerned 
in  its  event :  If  we  have  nothing  to  do  with  the 
affair  of  Poland^  if  we  are  no  way  engaged  to  pro- 
ted  the  Emperor's  dominions  in  Italy^  furely  we 
have  no  concern  in  the  war  *,  and  as  to  the  event, 
France  has  declared,  they  will  not  pretend  to  keep 
any  of  the  conquefts  they  make  ;  they  have  de- 
clared they  have  no  intention  to  make  any  con- 
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quells,  or  to  extend  their  dominions ;  but  that  their 
only  aim  is  to  eftablifh  StamJIaus  upon  the  throne 
of  Poland  ;  and  the  other  two  allies  have  declared, 
that  they  have  no  other  view  but  to  eflablifli  and 
preferve  the  neutrality  of  Italy :  Thefe  arc  the 
only  circumilances  that  are  publicly  known,  and 
from  thefe,  neither  this  nation,  nor  the  balance  of 
power  can  be  in  any  danger. 
*  What  particular  reafons  -we  may  have,  not  to 
truft  to  thofe  declarations,  I  Pnall  not  pretend  to 
determine  •,  but  ali  the  other  Princes  and  States  of 
EuropL\  not  already^engaged  in  the  war,  feem  to 
put  their  trull  in  them,  becaufe  none  of  them  have 
as  yet  put  themfelves  to  any  expence,  or  made  any 
preparations :  Nay,  even  the  Princes  of  Germany 
feem  to  think  their  country  in  no  danger  ;  for  fome 
of  the  chief  of  them,  ftill  continue  neutral;  and 
thofe  who  have  joined  in  the  declaration  of  war, 
have  great  number  of  troops  unemployed,  which 
certainly  would  be  all  fent  to  the  Rhlne^  if  they 
thought  their  country  were  in  any  real  danger  of 
being  conquered,  or  that  France  had  a  defign  to 
impofe  an  Emperor  upon  them  :  While  they  re- 
main fo  fecure,  while  they  give  themfelves  fo  lictls 
concern  about  the  event  of  the  war,  why  we  fhould 
be  fo  terribly  frightened,  why  we  fhould  imagine, 
that  France  has  a  defign  to  conquer  German- .,  and 
to  place  one  of  the  houfe  oi  Bourbon  upon  rhe  im- 
perial throne,  I  cannot  comprehend  :  I  am  fure  no 
fuch  intention  can  be  prefumed,  from  any  circum- 
flance  yet  publicly  known  -,  and  I  hope  we  do  not 
think,  that  either  Spam  or  Sardinia  has  a  mind  to 
conquer  Germany ^ox  that  France  would  allow  them, 
if  either  or  both  were  able,  to  accompli fh  fuch  a 
defign.  From  public  circumfl"ances,  therefore,  I 
can  fee  no  reafon  we  have  now,  or  indeed  ever 
had,  to  put  ourfelves  to  any  charge,  or  to  make 
any  preparations ;  and  if  there  bv:  any  private  rea- 
^'  fons,  they  muft  be  fuch,  Ifnould  think,  as  concern 
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us  in  particular,  becaufe  if  they  related  to  the  ba- 
lance of  power,  and  confequently  to  Europe  in  ge- 
neral ;  the  other  courts  of  Europe^  particularly  the 
Dutch^  would  certainly  have  difcovered  them  as 
well  as  we ;  nay,  if  they  had  not,  it  would  have 
been  the  duty  of  our  minifters  to  have  difcovered 
them,  not  only  to  the  Dutch^  but  to  all  the  Princes 
of  Europe  •,  for  whatever  danger  there  might  be, 
in  difcovering  them  to  this  houfe,  there  could  not 
furely  be  any  danger  in  difcovering  them  to  thofe 
courts,  which  have  as  deep  a  concern  as  we  have 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
'  As  no  part  of  our  late  tranfadions  has  ever 
been  laid  before  this  houfe  ;  as  all  fuch  lights  have 
been  denied  us,  I  do  not  know.  Sir,  but  there  may 
be  private  reafons  for  our  being  particularlyconcern- 
ed  in  in  the  event  of  the  prefent  war :  If  there  are  any 
fuch,  they  mud  proceed  from  fome  of  our  late  tranf- 
adions ;  and  in  that  cafe,  thofe  tranfadlions  ought 
to  have  been  laid  before  this  houfe,  at  the  very  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  that   we  might   from   them 
have  feen   our  danger,  and  might  have  provided 
for  our  fafety  in  time.  But  to  infinuate,  that  either 
of  the  parties  now  engaged  in  war,  may  have  am- 
bitious views  againft  the  liberties  of  Europe^  is  an 
infmuation  that  is  contradled  by  the  behaviour  of 
all  the  Princes  and  States  of  Europe y    not  already 
engaged  in  the  war;  and  is  therefore  an  infmuation 
that  cannot,  in  my  opinion,  have  any  weight,  much 
lefs  fuch  a  weight,  as  to  prevail  with  any  member 
of  this  houfe,  to  load  his  conftituents  with  an  ad- 
ditional charge,  or  to  fubje6l  the  liberties  of  his 
country  to  an  additional  danger. 
*  We  are  next  told.   Sir,  that  tho*  neither  party 
may  at  prefent  have  any  ambitious  view,  yet  they 
may  form  fuch  views  •,  and  in  order   to  prevent 
their  forming  any  fuch,  we  muft  put  ourfelves  to  a 
great  expence,  we  muft  make  great  preparations  ; 
this  will  fliew  them  we  are  in  carneft,  and  will 

*  make 
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make  them  give  ear  to  the  reafonable  plan  of 
peace,  his  Majelty  in  conjundlion  with  his  allies, 
is  to  offer :  Whereas,  if  we  make  no  fuch  prt* pa- 
rations,  France  will  conclude,  we  have  loft  all  ap- 
prehenfions  of  the  growing  power  of  that  king- 
dom, and  that  we  have  no  concern  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  the  balance  of  power.  For  God's  lake. 
Sir,  can  gentlemen  be  ferious,  when  they  argue  at 
this  rate  ?  Can  France  or  any  power  on  earth, 
imagine  that  we  will  look  tamely  on,  and  fee  the 
liberties  of  Europe  overturned  ;  or  can  the  addition 
of  7  or  8000  men  to  our  army,  add  any  thing  to 
their  dread  of  our  power?  They  all  know,  and 
France  in  particular,  has  reafon  to  know,  the 
ftrength  and  the  power  of  this  nation,  when  vviftly 
managed  and  prudently  exerted  ,  if  therefore  they 
form  any  ambitious  views,  if  they  rejed  the  jiiit 
terms  of  peace,  that  are  to  be  propofed  by  his  Ma- 
jefty,  or  if  they  defpife  the  mediation  that  has  been 
offered,  it  cannot  proceed  from  any  contempt  they 
have  of  the  real  ftrength  of  this  nation,  but  from 
a  contempt  of  the  councils,  by  which  that  ftrength 
is  to  be  exerted  :  This  is  a  contempt  which,  I  am 
afraid,  they  have  already  conceived  ;  and  if  we 
fhould  agree  to  the  propofition  now  before  us, 
without  feeing  any  reafon  for  fo  doing,  I  am  fure 
either  the  wifdom  or  the  integrity  of  this  houfe 
will  fuffer  confiderably,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world 
both  abroad  and  at  home. 

'  Another  terrible  thing  we  are  this  day  taught  to 
apprehend,  is,  that  fuccefs  may  infpire  one  of  the 
parties  engaged  in  war,  with  an  ambitious  view  of 
overturning  the  balance  of  power  :That  tv>/o  or  three 
complete  vidories,  may  make  it  abfulutely  neceU 
fary  for  us  to  engage  immediately  in  the  war  -,  and 
that  therefore,  we  ought  to  prepare  in  time,  that 
we  may  be  ready  to  fiy  to  the  relief  of  the  unfor- 
tunate, before  they  are  quite  overwhtlmed:  Upon 
this,  Sir,  I  fhall  only  ask,  if  any  genLJeman  in  thi' 
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houfe  can  imagine,  that  Gjrmaiy,  Pola}id and  Muf- 
covy^  (for  I  think  I  may  now  fay  they  are  united) 
can  be  conqueeed  in  one  campaign  •,  or,  fuppofing 
the  other  to  be  the  unfortunate  fide,  can  they  ima- 
gine that  France^  Spain  and  Italy  can  be  conquered 
in  one  campaign.  If  any  gentleman  can  imagine 
fuch  a  thing,  with  him  I  fliall  not  pretend  to  argue  ; 
but  with  thofe  who  cannot,  which  I  believe  is  the 
majority  of  this  houfe,  I  think  I  may  contend, 
that  neither  fide  can  in  one  campaign  be  reduced 
fo  low,  but  that  the  united  force  of  Britain^  Hol- 
land^ Denmark^  and  Sweden^  thrown  in  early  the 
next  campaign,  will  be  fufficient  for  their  relief, 
and  for  obliging  the  proudeft  conqueror,  to  fubmic 
to  reafonable  terms  *,  in  which  cafe,  we  fhail  have 
the  whole  winter  to  prepare,  and  till  then  it  is  cer- 
tainly quite  unneceiTary  for  us  to  put  ourfelves  to 
any  expence. 

*  As  this  day  feems  to  be  a  day  of  paradoxes,  a- 
mong  the  reft,  v^e  have  been  told  one  with  refpedl 
to  our  trade.  We  are  told,  Sir,  that  the  profpe- 
rity  of  this  nation  depends  upon  the  tranquility  of 
our  neighbours  ;  and  that  in  times  of  peace,  there 
is  always  a  greater  demand  for  the  manufactures 
and  produce  of  this  country  than  in  time  of  war. 
This,  Sir,  is  fo  far  from  being  a  jnft  maxim  in 
trade,  that  the  dire«5l  contrary  is  true.  The  chief 
part  of  the  produce  of  this  country,  confifts  in  the 
necelTaries,  and  not  the  luxuries  of  life  •,  and  confe- 
quently  our  neighbours  will  always  confume  as 
much  of  fuch  fort  of  things  in  time  of  war  as  i^i 
time  of  peace  ;  but  the  difference  is,  that  when 
their  heads  are  not  diftraded,  nor  their  hands  dir. 
verted,  by  any  foreign  or  domeftic  war,  they  have 
time  to  apply  themfclves  to  tillage  ;  they  have  time 
to  apply  themfelves  to  manufactures  of  all  kinds  ; 
they  have  leifure  to  think  of,  and  to  improve  all 
the  arts  of  peace,  and  by  fo  doing,  they  furnifli 
themfelves  at  home,  with  a  great  many  of  thofe 

*  necef- 
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neceilliries,  which  in  time  of  war,  they  arc  obliged 
to  purchafe  of  us.  This  is  not  only  evident  in 
theory,  but  it  is  confirmed  by  experience;  for  our 
trade  has  fuffered  more  by  the  domeflic  improve- 
ments made  by  our  neighbours,  during  this  laft 
long  tranquility  in  Europe,  than  it  has  done  by  any 
other  means,  except  the  heavy  duties  we  have  laid 
upon  ourfelves,  and  the  great  trouble  and  many 
fees  and  perquifites  we  have  fubjeded  our  mer- 
chants to,  both  in  importing  and  exporting  their 
goods  and  merchandize  •,  which  incumbrances  will, 
in  time,  moft  certainly  ruin  every  branch  of  our 
trade,  if  we  do  not  take  care  to  remove  them 
fpeedily,  by  paying  off  thofe  debts,  by  which  they 
have  been  occafioncd.  And  as  to  our  fecurity,  ic 
can  never  be  difturbed  by  any  broils  among  our 
neighbours,  unlefs  the  balance  of  power  fhould  be 
brought  into  real  danger  -,  which  our  neighbours 
upon  the  continent,  would  take  better  care  of  than 
they  do,  if  we  did  not  upon  all  occafions,  (hew 
ourfelves  fo  mighty  officious  as  to  do  it  for  them. 
'  It  is  an  eafy  matter.  Sir,  for  any  man  who  has  a 
quick  invcxition,  and  a  ftrong  imagination,  to  form 
imaginary  dangers,  and  to  frighten  fools  with 
phantoms.  In  time  of  peace  we  are  frightened 
with  invafions,  becaufe  our  neighbours  have  their 
troops  quartered  upon  their  coafts,and  have  nothing 
elfe  to  do  with  them  :  In  time  of  war,  we  are 
frightened  with  invafions,  becaufe  our  neighbours 
have  great  armies  in  the  field,  tho'  no  power  in 
Europe  has  any  quarrel  with  us :  In  time  o\  peace, 
we  mud  keep  a  more  numerous  army  than  is 
confident  with  the  liberties  of  a  free  people,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  a  war's  breaking  out :  In  time  of 
war,  we  muft  add  to  that  army,  and  put  ourfelves 
to  great  expence,  in  order  to  reltore  the  public  tran- 
quility, and  preferve  the  balance  of  power,  tho* 
no  other  nation  in  Europe,  appears  to  be  in  the  leaft 
apprehenfive  of  its  being  in  danger.     Thus,  Sir, 

'  we 
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*  we  are  always  in  a  fright,  and,    for  what  I  know, 

*  our  apprehenfions  n:iay  at  laft  become  fo  extrava- 

*  gant,  ihzt  if  A^gria^  the  £(^/-/W/^  pirate,  fhould 

*  fit  out  any  greater  number  of  grabs  than  ufual,  we 
'  muft  fit  out  a  fquadron  and   augment  our  land 

*  forces,  for  fear  of  his  coming  to  make  an  invafion 

*  upon  us.     By  this,  Sir,  I  do  not  mean  to  infinu- 

*  ate,  that  we  are  now  in  no  danger  ;  I  do  not 
'  know  but  we  may  :  But  whatever  danger  we  may 
'  be  in,  I  am  very  fure  it  does  not  appear  from  any 

*  circumftances  yet  publicly  known,  nor  from  any 
'  thing  that  has  as  yet  been  communicated  to  this 
'  houfe,  and  therefore  I  cannot  agree  to  load  the 

*  people  with  any  new  charge  :  If  the  danger  is  fuch 
*-  as  cannot  be  immediately  communicated,  it  muft 
'  be  fuch  as  cannot  be  immediately  apprehended  ; 
'  and  if  we  are  only  like  to  be  in  danger,  we  ought 

*  to  follow  the  example  of  our  wife  neighbours  the 

*  Diitchy  in  putting  our  people  to  no  expence,    and 

*  in  referving  our  whole  ftrength  to  be  vigoroufly 

*  exerted,  againftthofewhofe  future defignsfhallfeem 

*  any  way  to  threaten  the  fafety  oi  Europe. 

*-  We  have  been  told.  Sir,  that  the  danger  of  not 
'  agreeing  to  what  is  pfopofed  is  infinitely  great  5 
'  but  that  in  agreeing  to  it   there  is  no  danger;  Sir, 

*  in  my   opinion,  it  is  directly  otherwife.     I  fhall 

*  firft  confider  it  with  refped  to  our  foreign  affairs. 
'  It  is  certain,  that  the  regard  we  are  to  expe6l  from 
'  foreigners  muft  always  depend  upon   the  efteem 

*  they  have  of  the  ftrength  of  the  nation,  and  of  the 

*  wifdom  of  thofe  councils  by  which  that  ftrength 

*  is  to  be  direded.   The  ftrength  of  the  nation  does 

*  not  furely  confift  only  in  the  troops  we  have  on 

*  foot,  or  the  fquadrons  we  have  at  fea,  but  upon 

*  the  number  of  troops  we  are  able  to  raife  and  main- 

*  tain,  and  the  fquadrons  we  are  able  to  put  to  fea  ; 

*  therefore  it  is  certain,  that  the  adding  feven  or  eight 

*  thoufand  men  to  our  land  forces,  or  the  fquadrons 

*  we  have  already  fitted  out,  can  add  nothing  to  the 

*  opinion 
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opinion  foreigners  have  of  our  ftrength  ;  this  they 
all  know  we  could  do  whenever  wc  had  a  mind, 
and  they  know  we  can  do  much  more  when  we 
find  ourfelves  juftly  provoked  ;  but  the  putting 
ourfelvcs  to  luch  extravagant,  fuch  needlefs  ex- 
pence,  when  no  man  can  lay  that  we  are  in  any 
real  and  immediate  danger,  when  no  man  can  fay 
we  have  received  any  juft  provocation,  will  cer- 
tainly give  foreigners  a  very  mean  opinion  of  our 
councils  ;  and  ftrength  without  wifdom  is  general- 
ly milapplied,  and  is  always  contemned ;  fo  that 
if  any  thing  difappoints  his  Majefty*s  endeavours 
for  refloring  the  tranquility  of  Europe,  if  any  thing 
makes  his  mediation  contemned,  it  will  be  our  a- 
greeing  to  the  propofition  now  before  us  :  I  fhall 
add  to  this.  Sir,  that  the  armaments  we  have  made, 
and  are  ftill  making,  can  oblige  neither  of  the 
fides  engaged  in  war,  but  may  probably  give  great 
offence  to  one  or  the  other,  by  which  we  may 
draw  a  war  upon  ourfelvcs  •,  our  armaments  may 
very  probably  unite  feveral  of  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope againft  us,  while  by  the  inadion  of  thofe  ar- 
maments we  may  be  deprived  of  every  ally  ; 
therefore,  with  refpe6l  to  our  foreign  afiairs,  the 
danger  of  agreeing  to  what  ispropofed,  is  infinite- 
ly great ;  in  not  agreeing  to  it,  there  is,  there  can 
be  no  danger. 

'  But,  Sir,  with  regard  to  our  domeftic  affairs 
the  danger  is  more  apparent,  and  much  more  ter- 
rible. The  keeping  up  a  numerous  ftanding  ar- 
my in  time  of  peace,  or  the  keeping  of  fuch  an  ar- 
my in  thisifland,  even  in  time  of  war,  isabfolute- 
ly  inconfiftent  with  the  liberties  of  this  nation. 
The  gentlemen,  or  at  leaft  fome  of  them,  who 
fupport  this  motion,  talk  of  an  army  of  i8,oco 
men  as  always  neceffary  to  be  kept  up  within  this 
ifland,  in  time  of  peace  as  well  as  in  time  of  wau 
This,  Sir,  is  the  true  fecret  of  this  day's  motion  ; 
thofe  gentlemen  know,  that  when  peace  is  reftor- 
2  *  ed, 
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red,  the  nation  will  infifl  upon  a  redu6lion's  being 
made  in  the  army,  therefore,  think  they,  let  us 
now  increafe  the  army,  that  when  peace  is  refto- 
red,  we  may  (lop  the  mouths  of  the  difaffeded  (as 
they  call  them)  by  making  a  reduction  of  the 
troops  v/e  are  now  to  add:  And  thus,  Sir,  we  fhall 
have  a  Handing  army  of  18,000  men  faddled  up- 
on us  for  ever.  As  I  am  of  opinion,  that  an  ar- 
my of  18,000  men,  is  at  lead  10,000  more  than 
we  ought  to  have  in  time  of  peace  ;  as  I  am  of  o- 
pinion  that  fuch  a  numerous  army,  all  under  the 
abfolute  and  arbitrary  will  of  the  prime  miniller, 
for  the  time  b.eing,  can  be  neceflary  for  no  end  but 
that  of  enabling  the  minifter  to  trample  upon  the 
liberties  o[  his  country  ;  therefore  I  think,  with  re- 
fpe6l  to  our  domeflic  affairs,  the  danger  of  agree- 
ing to  what  is  propofed  is  infinitely  great  *,  and  that 
in  rejecting  it  with  difdain,  as  it  ought  to  be,  there 
is  no  danger. 

^  Whether  our  houfe  be  on  fire  or  not,  is  what  na 
man  can  tell,  from  any  thing  that  has  been  com- 
municated to  us,  or  from  any  thing  he  can  know 
as  a  member  of  this  houfe  -,  but  this  I  am  fure  of, 
that  whether  our  houfe  be  on  fire  or  not,  the  en- 
gine-keepers, and  thofe,  who  are  by  them  to  get 
either  riches  or  power  to  themfelves,-  will  always 
endeavour  if  they  can,  to  perfuade  us,  that  our 
houfe  is  in  danger ;  where  there  is  no  fire  in  the 
neighbourhood,  they  will  tell  us,  wc  ought  to  pay 
them  for  their  engines,  in  order  to  have  them  rea- 
dy to  march  at  the  firft  word  of  command,  becaufe 
a  fire  may  fuddenly  break  forth  ;  and  when  there 
is  a  fire  in  the  neighbourhood,  they  will  then  tell 
us  we  muft  have  their  engines,  becaufe,  tho'  the  fire 
be  then  at  a  great  diitance,  it  may  at  laft  approach 
too  near,  fo  as  not  to  give  time  to  fend  for  the 
engines  •,  therefore  when  the  people's  money  is  to 
be  difpofed  of,  I  hope  this  houfe  will  always  de- 

'  pend 
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pend  upon  their  own  judgment,  and  not  upon  the 
advice  of  thofe  who  have  the  diredion  of  any 
engine.  As  for  miniders,  they  mult  expc6l  re- 
gard and  efteem,  not  from  their  equipage,  but 
from  the  wifdom  and  addrefs  of  rhcir  negotiations  -, 
for  a  minifber  with  a  blundering  head,  or  one 
that  is  fent  upon  ridiculous  errands,  will  make 
as  forry  a  figure  with  an  equipage  of  regular  troops, 
as  he  ever  did  or  can  do  with  fine  cloaihs,  and 
an  equipage  of  gaudy  pages  and  ufelcfs  foot- 
men i  and  I  am  afraid  the  afs's  ears  will  appear 
much  more  confpicuous  under  a  well-burnillifd 
head-  piece,  then  ever  they  did  under  a  well-powder- 
ed peruke. 

'  Tne  other  parallel,  Sir,  that  has  been  drawn,  is 
very  much  to  the  prefent  purpofe,  if  it  had  beca 
properly  related.  We  are  in  the  very  cafe  of  a 
gentleman  who  is  told  by  his  fteward,  and  the 
workman  employed  by  that  (Icward,  that  his 
eftate  is  in  great  danger  of  being  overflowed  by  the 
decay  of,  or  fome  breach  in  thofe  dykes  and 
mounds,  which,  as  they  fay,  were  made  to  pre- 
vent inundations :  The  gendeman  is  furprifed  at 
this,  knowing  that  there  were  never  any  dykes  or 
mounds  made  upon  his  eftate  for  preventing  inun- 
dations, but  what  were  made  by  nature  •,  that  his 
eftate  could  not  be  overflowed  without  fome  artifi- 
cial inlets  made,  or  even  windmills  or  fire-engines, 
prepared  and  let  up  for  that  purpofe  :  He  ani  wers, 
gentlemen,  you  really  furprife  me,  I  can  hardly 
believe  there  is  a  poflibilicy  in  what  you  relate  ; 
however.  Til  go  along  with  you,  and  examine  e- 
very  part  of  my  eftate,  and  will  then  take  fuch 
meafuresas  may  be  proper  for  preventing  the  dan- 
ger ;  Upon  this  the  fteward  and  his  workmen  are 
in  a  fright,  they  know  that  the  inlets  were  made, 
or  the  windmills  fet-up,  either  by  themfefves,  or 
by  fome  of  their  mafter's  neighbours,  with  tlieir 
connivance;  and  therefore  thev  reply,  O  L^rd, 
Vol.  XII.  E  e        '  '  Sir  ! 
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*  Sir !  you  muft  not  examine  into  particulars,  the 

*  breaches  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  if  you  but  look 
'  upon  them,  they  will  become  irreparable  \  give  us 
'  but  a  fmall  fum  of  money^  and  an  order  for  fuch 
'  of  your   tenants   as  we   fliall  name,    to   attend 

*  and  a  (Till  us,  we  can  now  eafily  make  up  the 
'  breach,  but  if  you  delay,  or   offer  to   examine 

*  into    it,     the    reparation   will    coft    you    more 

*  then  the  value  of  your  eftate  :  If  fuch   a  gentle- 

*  man  fliould  comply  blindly  with  fuch  a  demand,  f 

*  am  fure,  Sir,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  if  he  was 

*  not  mad  he  was  very  much  under  the  managemenc 
•^  of  his  fteward. 

'  Now,  Sir,  thati  have  fettheparallersmention- 
'  ed  by  the  other  fide,  in  their  true  light,  give  me 
•*  leave  to  draw  one  of  my  own,  which  Ithink  ver^ 

*  appofite  to  the  cafe  before  us,  confidering  that  the 

*  motion  fo  vifibiy  tends  to  the  keeping  up  of  2 
'  great  ftanding  army,  even  in  timeof  the  moft  pro^ 

*  found  tranquility :  Suppofe  a  country  gentleman 

*  took  into  his  head  a  whim  to  keep  a  lion  in  his 

*  houfe,  for  no  other  end  but  to  pleafe  and  divert 
^  the  fpcdators  -,  fuppofe  his  neighbours,  hisfriends^ 

*  nay,  even  his  own  children,  Ihould  reprefent  to 
'  him,  that  it  was  very  dangerous  to  keep  fuch  a 
'  Eerce  animal  in  his  houfe  ;  that  while  it  was  young 

*  it  might  continue  harmlefs,  and  might  now  and 
'  then  pJay  fome  pretty  tricks  to  divert  him,  but  that 

*  fuch  animals,  when  they  began  to  grow  old,  were 

*  apt  to  take  wicked  and  malicious  freaks:  In  fliort, 

*  let  us  fuppofe  that  every  man  but  the  keeper  and 

*  thofe  under  him,  who  knew  they  could  not  other- 

*  wife  preferve  the  lucrative   pofls  they  poflefTed, 

*  Hiould  advife  the  gentleman  to  difpatch  this  animat 
^  from  his  houfe,  but  the  gentleman  rejeds  all  coun- 
*'  fels  but  thofe  of  his  keeper  and  under-keepers:  Ac 

*  lall  the  animal  takes  one  of  his  natural  freaks,  or 
*^  inftigated  perhaps  by  the  keeper,  on  a  fufpicion  of 

'  his 
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*  his  going  to  be  difmified,  and  having  got  an  op- 

*  portunity,  feizes  upon  its  mader,  treads  him  under 

*  foot,  and  tears  his  heart  from  his  bofom  ;  would 

*  not  all  the  world  agree,  that  tho'  the  keeper  ou2,hc 

*  10  be  hanged,  the  mafter  highly  deferved  the  mif- 

*  chief  he  had  met  with  ? 

'  To  conclude,  Sir,  while  the  Z)///r/:)  and  all  the 

*  other  ftates  o^  Europe^    not  yet  engaged  in  the 

*  war,  fhew  fo  little  concern  about  ic,  while  even 

*  the  Princes  o'i  Gcrjnam  fhew  fo  little  inclination  to 

*  exert  their  whole  ftrength  upon  the  occafion,   I 

*  cannot  think  the  balance  of  power  in  any  imininenc 

*  danger;  and  if  there  is  any  danger  threatens  this 

*  nation  in  particular,  in  God's  name  let  it  be  told ; 

*  when  we  know  what  it  i^,    or  from  whence  it  is 

*  to  be  apprehended,  we  may  eafily  take  fuch  mea- 

*  fures  as  may  prevent  it ;  but  do  not  let  us,  under 

*  imaginary  pretences  of  diltant  foreign  dangers, 

*  fubjedoar  conditution  to  a  real,  an  imminent  do- 

*  metlic  danger;  for  what  will  ic  avail  us  to  p-e- 

*  ferve  the  liberties  of  Europe^  if  under  that  pretence 

*  we  deltroy  our  own? ' 

The  reply  was  to  this  effc6i:,  viz, 

*■  In  the  queftion  now  before  us,  Sir,  it  Is  with  l^eply. 

*  the  greateft  diffidence  that  I  ftand  up  to  give  my 

*  opinion;  for  the  conjundure  now  under  our  con- 
'  fideration  is,  I  think,    the  moft  difficult,  and  the 

*  mod  critical,  of  any  that  ever  happened  fince  I 

*  have  had  the  honour  to   be  a   member  of  this 

*  houfe.     To  add  to  the  heavy  burdens  my  country 

*  already  labours  under,  is  what  1  (hall  never  agree 

*  to,  but  with  the  greatefl:  reluclancy  ;    but  on  the 

*  other  hand,  if  through  an  ill-timed  piece  of  good 

*  husbandry,  I  fhould  contribute  towards  involving 

*  my  country  in  calamities,    which  by  a  fmall,  buC 
'  feafonable  expence   might  hnve  been    prevented, 

*  it  would  give  me  the  greatefl:  uneafmefs.  Whatever 

E  e  2  •  advan- 
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advantage  we  may  draw  from  the  tranquility  ot'o- 
thers  ;  it  is  certaiii,  we  murt  always  draw  great 
and  many  --advantages  from  our  own  ;  and  it  is 
as  certain,  that  let  the  dcfigns  of  the  parties  en- 
gaged in  war,  be  at  prefent  what  they  will,  we 
may  be  deeply  concerned  in  its  event.  If  either 
the  prefent  defigns  fhould  be  pufhed  too  far,  or 
.  new  and  ambitious  defigns  encouraged  and  fet  up 
by  fuccefs,  we  muft  neceffarily  at  laft  be  involved  ; 
and  this  is  what  w€  ought,  if  pofTible,  to  prevent. 
This  I  take  to  be  the  true  and  only  defign  of  the 
augmentation  now  propofed  -,  it  is  fo  fmall,  that  I 
cannot  look  upon  it  asdefigned  to  engage  us  in  the 
war,  but  to  prevent  our  being  engaged  ;  and  for 
this  reafon,  I  think,  we  may  the  more  eafily  agree 
to  it. 

'  Whether  the  balance'of  power  be  now  in  dan- 
ger, or  whether  this  nation  in  particular  be  now 
in  danger,  is  not  the  queftion  before  us,  but  whe- 
ther both  may  not  be  in  danger  by  the  event  of 
the  prefent  war ;  and  this!  really  think  cannot  be 
made  a  queftion.  In  fuch  a  cafe  we  are  not  to  be 
direded  by  the  behaviour  of  other  ftates;  ac 
leaft,  I  am  fure,  the  refolutions  of  this  houfe 
ought  as  little  to  be  regulated  by  the  example  of  the 
Bittch^  or  cf  the  Princefs  of  Germany^  as  they 
ought  to  be  regulated  by  the  advice  of  our  own 
minifters.  In  the  war  which  was  commenced  be- 
fore the  death  of  the  late  King  JViIlia?n,  I  believe, 
it  will  not  be  denied^  but  that  the  balance  of  power 
was  really  in  danger  ;  and  yet,  for  fome  time  af- 
ter it  commenced,  the  Di^tch  feemed  to  all  public 
appearance,  as  quiet  as  they  feem  at  prefent ;  the 
Princes  of  Germany  feemed  as  little  concerned  ; 
nay,  fome  of  them  aclually  engaged  againft  the 
liberties  of  Europe,  and  of  their  country  :  Till  wc 
declared  ourfelves,  no  Prince  in  Europe  would  ven- 
ture to  ftir  to  the  relief  of  the  houfe  of  Aujiria ; 

*  and 
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and  therefore  I  mull  think,  that  the  ciitward  be- 
haviour of  all  or  any  of  the  Princes  of  Europe^  can 
never  be  made  ufe  of  as  any  argument  in  this  de- 
bate: Befides,  Sir,  the  other  Princes  and  States 
of  Europe  have  no  occafion  to  make  any  augmen- 
tation of  their  forces,  till  they  are  jult  ready  to  take 
the  field  :  They  have,  all  of  them,  great  bodies 
of  land  forces  in  continual  pay  •,  there  is  hardly  an 
ele(floral  Prince  of  Germam^  but  what  maintains  as 
great  a  number  of  land  forces  as  are  now  in  this 
iQand;  and  yet  I  hope,  it  will  not  be  faid,  but  that 
if  we  were  to  engage,  we  not  only  could,  but 
ought  to  take  the  field  with  a  much  greater  army 
then  any  of  them  can  maintain;  for  which  reafon 
we  are  always  under  a  neceflity  to  begin  to  prepare, 
much  fooner  than  any  of  our  neighbours  have  oc- 
cafion to  do. 

'  We  may  talk  what  we  will  of  the  number  of 
men  in  our  country,  and  the  number  of  fhips  in 
our  harbours,  but  from  fuch  calculations  the 
ftrength  of  a  nation  is  not  now  to  be  computed,  k 
is  from  the  number  of  regular,  well  difciplined 
troops,  v/ith  which  they  may  Ipeedily  take  the 
field,  and  from  the  number  of  men  of  war  pro- 
vided with  experienced  feamen,  which  they  can 
fpeedily  put  to  lea,  that  the  ftrength  of  a  nation  is 
always  now  computed:  A  number  of  regul.ir,  well- 
difciplined  troops  is  now  become  as  neceliary,  either 
for  offence  or  defence,  as  a  well-difciplined,  well- 
armed  militia  was  of  old  ;  and  the  regard  a  nation 
is  to  expe(ft  from  its  neighbours,  depends  now  as 
much  upon  the  former,  as  it  depended  of  old  upon 
the  latter.  It  is  true,  in  a  country  which  abounds 
with  able  well-bodied  men,  which  our  own  country 
does,  in  my  opinion,  more  than  any  other  of  equal 
extent,  regiments  may  be  foon  raifed,  reginnr,:s 
may  be  foon  augmented  •,  but  a  regiment  newly 
railed  muft  be  exercifed  for  many  months,  before 
it  can  expe6t  to  engage  fuccefsfully  againll  an  old, 
^  Q  '^  *  well 
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well  difcipiined  regiment  •,  and  even  an  old  regi- 
ment newly  augmented,  cannot  pretend  to  enter 
upon  immediate  adion,  it  muft  have  fome  time 
to  train  and  difcipline  the  new  men  that  have  been 
incorporated,  otherwife  thefe  new  men  would  cer- 
tainly throw  the  whole  regiment  into  confufion,  fo 
'  that  if  brought  into  immediate  a6lion,  the  regiment 

*  would  find  icfelf  weakened,  by  having  its  numbers 

<  increafed:     This  is  the  reafon.  Sir,  and,  in  my  o- 

<  pinion,    a  convincing  reafon,  why    we  fhould  al^ 

*  ways   begin  to  increafe  our  land  forces,    at  leaft 

*  fome  months  before  there  may  be  a  neceflity  for 
^  entering  upon  a6lion  •,    and  by  what  is  now  pro- 

<  pofed,  the  increafe  is  to  be  made  in  the  moft  pro- 

*  per  and  the  leaft  expenfive  way,  that  is,  by  ad' 
«.ding  a  number  of  private  men  to  each  company 

*  in  the  fervice,  without  raifing  any  new  regiments 
'  or  companies,  v/hich  could  not  fo  fpeedily  be 
^  made  fie  for  ad  ion,  and  would,  by  increafing  the 
^  number  of  officers,  be  more  expenfive  to  the  na* 

*  tion. 
'  I  am  none  ofthofe.  Sir,  who  imagine  that  Ger- 

^  md}i)\  Poland  and  Mujcovj^  can  be  conquered  in 

*  one  campaign,  and  much  lefs  do  I  imagine,    that 

*  France^  Sfaui  and  Ital-j  can  be  conquered  in  a  cam- 

*  paign  •,  and  yet  I  can  imagine,  and  do  verily  be- 
"•  lieve,  that  a  complear  vidory  or  two,  gained  in 
'  the  very  beginning  of  a  campaign,  efpecially  by 
^  that  fide  which  has  hitherto  had  the  beft  fuccefs, 
'^  might   be  attended  with  fuch  confequences,    and 

*  might  bring  the  unfortunate  fide  fo  low,    if  they 

*  met  with  no  relief  or  afiiftance  before  the  begin- 
*-  ning  of  the  next  campaign,  that  to  recover  the  lof- 
^  fes  of  that  campaign,  and  compel  the  conquerors 
^  to  accept  of  reafonable  terms,  would  moft  certain- 
^  ly  coft  this  nation  a  vaft  expence  of  blood   and 

*  treafure,  even  though  we  were  immediately  joined 
^  by  Holland^  Bef^riiark-^Vid  Sweden^  v\t\i\\tr  of  whofe 
^  ^(liftanpe,  even  i,rj  fuch  a  critical  coRJundlure,  we 

\  '  caai 
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can  pretend  to  depend  upon  with  certainty  ;  for, 
upon  luch  an  occafion,  fome  of  them  might  lofe 
courage,  and  others  might  cxped  to  make  an  ad- 
vantage by  joining  the  vidiorious  fide  •,  and  if  we 
fhould  be  obliged  to  engage  fingly,  and  without 
the  afllftance  of  either  of  the  three  powers  I  have 
mentioned,  one  unfortunate  campaign,  puflied  with 
vigour  by  the  viflorious  fide,  to  the  very  begin- 
ning of  the  nextj  might  involve  us  in  a  tedious, 
an  expenfive,  and  even  a  doubtful  war  :  Where- 
as, if  we  put  ourfelves  in  fuch  a  condition,  as  to 
be  able  to  give  immediate  relief  to  the  unfortu- 
nate fide,  or  to  engage  immediately  againll:  that 
fide,  whofe  views  fliall  hereafter  be  difcovered  to  be 
inconfiftent  Vv^ith  the  fafety  of  Europe^  v/e  may  thea 
eafily  call  the  balance,  and  may,  with  certainty, 
and  in  a  fhort  time,  be  able  to  give  laws  co  the 
conquerors. 

'  I  fhall  admit.  Sir,  that  France  and  her  allies 
have  made  the  declarations  mentioned  by  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  I  do  not  know  but  they  may  be 
fincere,  but  I  am  fure  they  are  not  to  be  trufted 
to  \  for,  even  granting  that  thefe  declarations  are 
fincere  •,  that  they  have  really  no  other  views  but 
what  they  openly  profefs,  yet  we  know,  that  fuc- 
cefs  may  elate  the  minds  of  the  conquerors,  and 
may  make  them  conceive  new  defigns,  which  they 
could  not  at  firft  have  thought  of:  and  againft  thefe 
we  are  to  provide,  as  well  as  againll  any  defigns 
they  may  have  at  prefent  m'pctto^  which  we  have 
not  as  yet  difcovered  *,  for  if  France  and  her  allies 
fnould  over-run  all  Germans ^  get  polTefiion  of  all 
the  ilrong  holds  in  it,  ellablifh  Stamflaus  upon  the 
throne  of  Poland^  and  oblige  the  Czarina  to  fub- 
mit  to  their  terms,  I  am  very  far  from  thinking, 
that  either  of  them  would  abide  by  the  declarations 
with  which  they  began  the  war;  I  am  vtTy  much 
afraid  they  v/ould  begin  to  think  of  making  luch 
regulations  as  to  them  (hould  fcem  meet,  both  in 
E  e  4  '  this 
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this  country  and  in.  every  other  country  oi Europe-, 
in  which  .cafe  I  am  lure,  our  conftitution,  both  in 
church  and  ftate,  would  be  expofed  to  much  great- 
er and  more  unavoidable  danger,  than  it  can  be 
from  the  fmall  addition  now  propofed  to  be  made 
to  our  army. 

'  This  leads  me,  Sir,  to  confider,  that  terrible,  that 
imminent  danger  our  liberties  are  expofed  to,  by 
keeping  up  a  numerous  (landing  army  in  time  of 
peace  ;   which  is  a  danger  that  has  been  much  ex- 
aggerated, upon  this  and  many  other  occafions,  by 
the  gentlemen  of  the  other  fide  of  the  queftion.  I 
could  eafily  fhew,  it  has  been  often  (hewn  already, 
by  gentlemen  much  more  capable  then  I  am,  that 
an  army  kept  up  from  year  to  year,  under  the  di- 
rection of  Parliament,  and  commanded  by  gentle- 
men of  the  befl:  families,  and  fomeofthem  of  as 
good  eftaces  as  any  in  the  kingdom,  can  never  be 
dangerous  either  to  our  conftitution  or  to  our  liber- 
ties,  were  it  much  more  numerous  than  it  is,  oris 
now  propofcd  to  be  ;  but  as  the  keeping  up  of  a 
(landing  army  in  time  of  peace,  is  not,  nor  can 
be  now  the  queftion   under   our  confideration,  I 
fiiall  fuppofe  that  there  is  fome  danger,  in  keeping 
UD  even  fuch  a   (landing  army  in  time  of  peace  ; 
wi!l  gentlemen  from  thence  argue,  that  when  all 
Europe  is  in  a   flame,  when  this  nation  may  very 
probably,   and  perhaps  very  fpeedily,  be  obhged 
to  engage  in  the  war,  we  ought  not  to  begin  to 
make  preparations?   Will  they  fay,  that  we  ought 
never  to  make  any  augmentation,  or  to  prepare  lor 
war,  till  it  is  publicly  declared?    Can  thiF,  Sir,  be 
a  lafe  maxim  for  any  nation  ;  Surely  no,  but  much 
lefs  can  it  be  a  fafe  maxim  for  this  nation;  becaufe 
in  time  of  peace,    we  never  keep  up  fuch  a  great 
body  of  land  forces  as  any,  even  the  mod  incon- 
fidcrable  of  our  neighbours. 
'  I  do  not  know,  Sir,  that  any  gentleman  has  In 
this  debate  declared,  that  i8,ocois  the  number  of 

'  Jand 
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'.  land  forces  which  mud  always  bs  kept  up  in  this 
'  nation,  even  in  time  of  the  moft  profouiul  tran- 
'  quility  *,  however,  it  has  been  difcovered  it  feenis, 
*•  that  this  is  the  opinion  of  fome  gentlemen,  and  that 
'  the  addition  now  moved  for,  is  propofcd  for  no 
'  other  reafon,  but  only  that  thcfe  gentlemen  may 

*  have  an  opportunity  of  (topping  the  mouths  of  the 
'  difaffedled,  by  reducing  that  additional  number, 

*  as   foon  as  the  public  tranquility  is  re-eftablifhed, 

*  Sir,  if  no  reafons  had  been  affigned  for  the  addi- 

*  tion  propofed,  there  might  have  been  fome  room 

*  for  this  prefumption;  but,  as  other  reafons  hav^e 

*  been  afligned  ;  as  thole  reafons  are  apparent,  from 

*  the  prefent  circumftances  of  Europe^  I  cannot  fee 

*  how  fuch  a  prefumption  can  be  made :  But  fup- 

*  pofe  this  were  really  thedefign  of  fome  gentlemen 

*  in  this  houfe,  will  not  every  other  gentleman   be 

*  at  liberty  to  oppofe  that  defign,  when  the  peace  is 

*  reftored?  May  not  every  gentleman,  who  fhall  then 

*  have  the  honour  to  be  a  member  of  this  houfe, 
'  propofe  as  great  a  redudion  as  he  pleafes  ?  Is  it 

*  not  as  eafy  to  propofe  the  redudion  of  17,000  as 

*  of  7000  ?  And  when  we  are  fo  happy  as  to  have 

*  an  opportunity  to  make  a  redu6lion,  which  I  hope 
'  will  be  foon,  the  queflion  will  then  come  properly 

*  to  be  argued,  what  number  of  land  forces  is  ne- 

*  cefTary  to  be  kept   up  in  this  nation  in  time  of 

*  peace?  Upon  that  queftion,  I  hope  as  great    a 

*  number  will  be  reduced,  without  any  regard  to  the 

*  addition  now  made,  as  the  fafety  of  the  nation  can 

*  admit  of;  for  I  fhall  join  with  the  honourable  gen- 

*  tlemen  in  opinion,  that  we  ought  never  to  keep  up 
'  a  greater  number,  than  is  abfolutely  neceflary  for 
^  the  fafety  of  the  nation,  and  the  fupport  of  his  Ma- 
'  jefty's  government  •,  and  whoever  isagainft  keep- 
'  ing  up  that  number,  Oiall  always  be  looked  on  by 
^  me,  as  a  perfon  dififlfeded  to  both. 

'  Before  I  conclude.  Sir,  1  muft  take  notice  that 
^  from  this  debate,  as  well  as  from  a  great  many  o- 

'  thers. 
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*  thers,  it   appears  to  me,  that  the  gentlemen  em- 

*  ployed  in  the  adminiftration  of  our  affairs,  areal- 

*  ways  in  the  mod  ticklilh  fituation  :  If  they  propofe 
'  to  provide  againft  dangers,  by  all  which  provifions 

*  the   people  muft  be  put  to  an  expence,  they  are 

*  then  charged  with  raifing  imaginary  dangers,  in 
/  order,  from  thence,  to  take  an  opportunity  to  load 

*  the  people  with  new  taxes  *,    and  their  misfortune 

*  is,  that  the  more  careful  they  have  been  in  time 
'  paft,  this  argument  grows  every  day  the  ftrongei 

*  againft  them  :  becaufe  people  begin,  at  laft,  to  be- 
^  lieve,  that  the  dangers  which  were  never  felt,  were 

*  a6tually  imaginary,  though,  in  reality,  they  were 

*  prevented,  only  by  the  provifions  that  were  made 
'  againft  them  ;  however,  many  people  may  come. 

*  at  laft,  to  be  confirmed  in  this  erroneus  opinion; 

*  by    which   the   minifters  may  be,    at  laft  refufec 

*  thofe  provifions  that  are  adlually  necefTary  %  and  il 

*  by  fuch  refufal,  any  fignal  misfortune  fhould  bcfa 
'  the  nation,  the  minifters  would  be  fure  of  being 

*  loaded  with  the  blame  of  it,  though  they  hac 
^  done  all  that  was  in  their  power  to  warn  us  of  the 
^  danger. 

*  I  cannot  really  comprehend.  Sir,  what  fort  o 

*  information  it  is  that  gendemen  want  upon  this  oc 

*  cafion  :  Would  they  have  his  Majefty  fend  to  tell 

*  U5,  that  there  is  a  bloody  war  now  carrying  on  bj 

*  France^  Spain  znd  Sardinia^  againft  the  Emperor  i 
'  Surely  they  do  not  exped  that  his  Majefty  fhoulc 

*  fend  us  a  particular  meflage,  in  order  to  acquain 

*  us  with  a  piece  of  news,  that  is  known  to  the  whol< 
^  world  ;  and  as  this  is  fufRcient  to  put  us  upon  ou 

*  guard,  and  to  convince  us  that  we  ought  to  begin 

*  at  leaft,  to  prepare  for  the  worft,  I  muft  think  W( 
^  ftand  in  no  need  of  any  farther  information.     I 

*  may  very  probably  be,  that  his  Majefty  has  no 
^  yet  difcovered,  whether  any  of  the  parties  engage( 

*  in  war,  have  any  farther  views  than  what  the] 
^  publicly    avow ;    this,    I  fay,    may    not  probabl] 

*  havi 
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*  have  been  yet  difcovered,  becaufL*  no  plan  of  an 
'  agreement  has,  as  yet,  been  offered  to  the  parties 

*  concerned:  Or,  it  maybe  that  his  MajcRy  has  al- 
'  ready  difcovered,  that  Ibme  of  the  parties  concernpd 
'  have  fome  fecret  and  ambitious  views,  which  will 
'  oblige  him  to  declare  very  foon  again  ft  them  :  In  the 

*  firft  cafe,  his  Majefty  can  give  us  no  farther  ir.forma- 
'  tion  than  what  he  has  already  given  ;  but,  fuppofe 

*  the  laft  to  be  the  cafe, would  any  gentlem.an  have  his 

*  Majefty,  either  by  meirage/Or  otherwife,  (]ifciofe  to 

*  us  the  fecrets  he  has  difcovered,  or  the  refokuions  he 
'  has  taken  upon  fuch  difcovery  ?  Would  not  fuch  a 
'  meflage  be  an  open  and  a  public  declaration  of  war? 

*  And  will  any  gentleman  fay,  that  it  would  be  wife  in 

*  his  Majefty,  or  in  thofe  who  have  the  honour  to  ad- 

*  vife  him  to  make  any  fuch  public  declaration,  be- 

*  fore   he   has   made  all  the  neceffary  preparations, 

*  and  is  juft  ready  to  enter  upon  adlion  :    In  fhort, 

*  let  us  put  the  cafe  what  way  we  will,  it  is  impoffi- 
'  ble  we  can  have,  or  ought  to  have,  any  farther  in- 

*  formation   than   what  every   gentleman   without 

*  doors,  as  well  as  within,  fully  knows,  from  the 
'  circumftances  Europe  is  in  at  prefenf,  and  asthefe 

*  are,  in  my  opinion,  more  than  fufHcient  for  indue- 
'  ing  every  man,  who  regards  the  fafety  of  his  coun- 

*  try,  to  agree  to  the  fmall  expence  now  propofed, 
'  I  ftiall  very  little  regard  what  may  be  thought  of 
^  the  wifdom  or  the  integrity  of  this  houfe  -,  fori  am 
^  very  fure  every  man,  whofe  good  opinion  is  worth 

*  defiring,  will,  from  our  agreeing  to  this  queftion, 

*  approve  of  both. 

The  queftion  being  at  laft  put,  it  was,  upon  a  di-  Bivinon. 
vifion,  carried  in  the  affirmative,  261  to  208. 

The   chief  fpeakers,    in    fupport  of  the  motion.  Speaker., 
were,    Sir   William  2'onge^  Colonel  Bladen^    Thomas 
Pl^inninglon^  Efq  *,    Patrick  Lindfay^    Efq  ;   member 
for  Edinburgh  in  Scotland^  John  Howe^  Efq  ;  member 
for  F/iltJhire,  Horatio  fFalj^ole,  Efq  5  Sir  Robert  ll'al- 

*  lole. 
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pole^  Sec.  and  the  chief  fpcakers  againft  the  motion 
were,  the  hon.  James  Erskine,  Efq;  member  for 
Kingrofs  and  Clacmanan  in  Scotland^  the  Mailer  of 
the  Rolls^  Sir  Willmn  Wmdham^  William  Pultene'^^ 
Efq;  ^r. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  who  fpoke  in  this  debate, 
faid,  '  They  were  for  an  augmentation  of  our  for- 

*  ces ;  but  that  it  was  their  opinion,  we  ought  to 
'  augment  them  by  taking  foreign  troops  into  our 

*  pay,  and  not  by  augmenting  our  own  army  ;  be- 

*  caufe  the  firft  could  be  difmifled  without  leaving 

*  any  charge  upon  the  nation,  after  the  peace  was 

*  reltored  ;  but  the  laft  would  always  leave  a  charge, 
'  by  increafing  the  number  of  officers  on  half-pay.* 
This  objedion  was  anfwered,  by  informing  them, 

*  That  by  the  augmentation  propofed,  it  was  not 

*  intended  to  add  any  new  officers,  but  only  fo  many 

*  private  men  to  each  company  ;  fo  that  when  peace 
'  was  offered,  the  augmentation  then  made  could  be 

*  reduced,  without  leaving  any  charge  upon  the  na- 

*  tion.'  With  this  anfwer  they  were  fatisfied,  and 
accordingly  voted  for  the  queftion.  But  by  other 
gentlemen,  v,^ho  were  againft  the  queftion,  feveral 
other  objeclions  were  made,  fuch  as,  The  danger  of 
having  fuch  a  great  army  within  the  ifland  ;  the  great 
burden  it  was  to  the  places  where  they  were  quarter- 
ed ;  the  taking  fo  many  hands  from  the  labour  and 
induftry  of  the  nation,  and  thereby  withdrawing  fo 
much  of  that  nourifhment,  which  was  necefTary  for 
fupporting  the  trade,  the  riches,  and  the  power  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  that  the  adding  even  of  private 
men  would  leave  fome  charge  upon  the  nation,  be- 
caufe  when  a  redudion  came  to  be  made,  the  old  and 
infirm  would  be  difcharged,  moft  of  whom  we  would 
be  obliged  to  take  in  as  penfioners  on  Chelfea-college  \ 
whereas,  if  no  fuch  augmentation  had  been  made, 
thofe  very  men  would  have  been  continued  in  the 
fervice  for  feveral  years  longer.  To  which  it  was 
anfwered,  that  in  a  time  of  fuch  public  dangerj-it 

was 
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was  necefifary  to  augment  our  forces,  even  within 
the  kingdom,  and  therefore  any  fmall  inconveniences 
that  might  from  thence  arife,  mud  be  borne  with  ; 
that  by  increafing  our  own  troops,  no  money  was 
carried  out  of  the  kingdom  -,  that  it  would  add  to 
the  number  of  our  trained  foldiers,  which,  if  any  fu- 
ture danger  fhould  arife,  would  be  an  advantage  to 
the  nation  ;  that  by  a  man's  becoming  a  foldier,  his 
labour  and  induftry  was  not  quite  loft,  for  many  of 
them  were  as  induftrious  after  lifting,  as  ever  they 
had  been  before  ;  that  old  and  infirm  foldiers,  mufl: 
always  of  courfe  be  difmilTed,  and  new  recruits 
raifed  in  their  ftead,  tho'  no  augmentation  were  ever 
made. 

After  the  aforefaid  motion  was  agreed  to,  the  fol- 
lowing motion  was  put,  and  of  courfe  agreed  to, 
viz.  '  Refolved,  that  a  fum,  not  exceeding  794,529/. 
'  4J.  yd.  halfpenny,  be  granted  to  his  Majelty,  for 

*  defraying  the  charge  of  the  faid  25,744  men,  for 

*  guards  and  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty's  land 
'  forces  in  Great-Bntain^  Guernfey  and  Jerfey^  for  the 
'  year  1735.* 

CT^Hurfday  the  20th  of  February^  being  the  day  z^- Scotch^ 

pointed  by  the  houfe  of  Peers,  for  taking  into^^^ion 
their  confideration,  the  petition  prefented  by  the  ^x  Ji^^!."*°'^ 
Scotch  Peers,  the  order  of  the  day  being  read,  his  ^j-q^^ 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Bucclengh^  and  after  him  the 
Duke  of  Athol  flood  up,  and  took  notice.  That  the 
petition  they  were  then  to  take  into  their  confidera- 
tion, was  conceived  in  fuch  general  and  indefinite 
terms,  that  they  could  not,  from  the  words  of  the 
petition,  determine,  whether  or  no  the  petitioners 
defigned  to  controvert,  or  to  object  againft  the  lad 
eledion  of  the  fixteen  Peers,  to  reprefentthe  Peerage 
of  Scotland  in  that  houfe  ;  and  as  their  right  to  their 
feats  in  that  houfe,  depended  upon  the  regularity  of 
thateledion,  they  hoped  their  Lordfhips  would  take 
care  to  have  that  point  cleared  up,  before  they  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceeded  any  farther  upon  that  petition, or  at  lead, before 
they  proceeded  to  the  examination  of  any  witnelTes, 

Motion.  This  brought  on  a  motion,  *  That  the  confi dera- 
tion of  the  petition  fliould  be  adjourned  to  a  (horc 
day,  and  that  the  petitioners  fhould  be  ordered  to 
declare  againft  that  day,  whether  they  intended  to 
controvert  the  lad  eledlion  of  all  the  fixteen  Peers, 
to  reprefent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland  in  that  houfe, 
or  the  eledion  of  any,  and  which  of  them. 

In  fupport  of  the  motion  it  was  argued  thus. 

Argument      <  My  Lords,  the  petition  now  before  us  is,  in  my 
Ml  fupport  i  opinion,  conceived  in  fuch  vague  and  general  terms^ 

*  that  it  is  impoflible  to  determine,  whether  the  late 

*  eledion,  with  refpedt  to  all  or  any  of  the  fixteen 

*  Peers  lafl:  returned,  is  to  be  attacked  or  not  5  and 

*  it  is  as  impoflible  to  determine,  whether  any,  and 

*  what   perfons  are  to   be  accufed,  by   the  com- 

*  plaint  exhibited  to  us  in  this  petition  ;    fo  that  I 

*  cannot  determine,  and  I  believe  no  Lord  in  this 

*  houfe  can,    whether  we  are  to  proceed  upon  this 
'  affair,  in  our  legidative  or  in  our  judicial  capacity. 

*  If  any  undue  or  illegal  pradlices  were  made  ufe  of 

*  in  procuring  the  ekdion  or  the  return  of  all  or  any 

*  of  the  fixteen  Lords  from  Scotland^    now  in  this 

*  houfe,  furely  that  eledion  or  return  mud  be  void, 

*  and  the  Peers  of  Scotland  mufl  proceed  to  a  new 

*  eledion.     In  this  cafe,  your  Lordfhips  are  certain- 

*  ly  to  proceed  in  your  judicial  capacity  ;    and  as 

*  the  right  of  private  perfons  is  to  be  brought  into 

*  queftion  ;  as  the  right  of  no  lefs  then  fixteen  Lords, 

*  to  their  feats  in  this  houfe,  is  to  be  examined  into  ; 

*  and  determined  ;  the  affair  now  before  us  is  then  to 

*  be  confidered  as  a  caufe,  and  I  hope  your  Lord* 

*  fhips  will  proceed  in  it  with  the  famejuilice  and 

*  impartiality,  and  with  the  fame  regularity,  which 

*  you  obferve  in  all  other  caufes.  The  fixteen  noble 

*  Lords 
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Lords  now  in  rhis  houfe,  muft  [hen  be  confidered 
as  the  defendants  or  rerpondents  ;  and  1  hope  your 
Lordfhips  wiJl  never  proceed  in  any  caufe,  to  exa- 
mine witnefles  for  the  petitioner  only  *,  if  we  are 
to  examine  any  witnelTes  againft  the  noble  Lords 
now  in  this  houfe,  I  hope  you  will  give  them  pro- 
per notice,  and  examine  likewife  fuch  witnefles,  as 
they  may  think  proper  for  their  juftification. 
'  Tho'  I  cannot,  my  Lords,  from  the  words  of 
the  petition, determiine,  whether  any  particular  per- 
fons  are  to  be  accufed,  yet  from  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  I  muft  think,  that  it  v/ill  neceflluily  end  in 
an  accufation  againft  particular  perfons ;  for  if 
there  have  been  illegal  pra^lices,  there  muft  have 
been  illegal  pra6lifers,  and  thofe  pradifers  muft 
have  been  guilty  of  a  very  high  mifdemeanor.  In 
this  cafe  likewife,  your  Lordfhips  are  to  proceed 
in  your  judicial  capacity  ;  and  in  that  way,  I  hope 
you  will  never  proceed,  to  examine  witnefles  againft 
any  man,  without  having  firft  called  the  party  ac- 
cufed before  you,  v/ithout  having  given  him  no- 
tice of  the  crimes  laid  to  his  charge,  or  without 
giving  hirn  an  opportunity,  both  to  crofs-examine 
the  witnefles  that  are  brought  againft  him,  and  tO' 
bring  what  witnefles  he  may  think  proper  for  his 
vindication  ;  fo  that  I  do  not  fee,  how  you  can 
proceed  in  the  affair  now  before  you,  till  the  peti- 
tioners declare,  whether  or  no  they  intend  to  chal- 
lenge or  impeach  the  eledlion  of  all  or  any,  and 
whom,  of  the  fixteen  Peers  laft  chofen,  and  have 
particularly  named  the  perfons  who  were  guilty  of 
the  undue  and  illegal  pradices  of  which  they 
complain. 

'  If  any  fuitor  in  any  of  the  courts  below,  fhculd 
petition  this  houfe,  and  complain  in  general  of  un- 
due methods  and  illegal  practices  made  ufe  of,  in 
any  court  belov/,  v/ithout  namJng  any  perfon,  who 
had  been  guilty  of  thofe  undue  methods  or  illegal 
pradices^  I  believe  your  LciJIhips  would  not  fo 

*  much 
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*  much  as  receive  or  give  any  countenance  to  fuch  a 

*  petition  *,  but  in  the  prefent  cafe,  your  Lordfhips 
'  have  received  the  petition,    and,   in  my  opinion, 

*  you  are  in  the  right,  not  only  to  receive  ir,  but  to 
'  take  all  proper  methods,  to  gee  at  the  bottom  of 

*  the  complaint,  both  becaufe  of  the  dignity  of  the 

*  petitioners,  and  becaufe  the  matters  com.plained  of 
'  may  affedt  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe  ; 

*  yet  ftill,  my  Lords,  I  hope  you  will  proceed  in  it 

*  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  to  do  injuftice  to  any  pri- 
^  vate  man,  and  fo  as  not  to  load  the  innocent  with 
'  even  the  imputation  of  a  heavy  crime. 

'  In  all  cafes  of  evidence,    the  witnefles  mud  be 

*  examined  as  to  particular  fa6ls,  and  likewife  as  to 

*  particular  perfons  -,  and  thofe  perfons,  as  well  as 
'  fads,  the  judges  muft  be  fully  informed  of,  before 
'any  witnelfes  are  brought  before  them  to  be  exa- 

*  mined.  I  believe,  my  Lords,  it  was  never  yec 
'  known,  that  any  court  of  judicature  proceeded  to 

*  examine  witneffe?,  without  having  firlt  the  particu- 

*  la«  fadls  laid  before  them,  which  were  to  be  pro-* 
'  ved  by  the  witnefles,  and  likewife  the  perfons 
'  names  againft  v/hom  the  witneiles  were  to  prove 

*  thofe  fads.  This  is  a  rule  which  mull  be  obferved^ 

*  in  all  courts  of  judicature,  otherwife  they  can  never 

*  know  what  they  are  about ;  and  therefore,  if  your 

*  Lordfnips  are  to  proceed  upon  this  affair  in  your 

*  judicial  capacity,    which  I  think  you  muft,    you 

*  cannot  regularly  proceed,  to  examine  any  witnelTes 

*  till  you  know  the  particular  facts  thofe  witnefTes 

*  are  brought  to  prove,  and  the  names  of  the  parti- 

*  cular  perfons  againft  whom  thofe  fads  are  to  be 
'  proved,  without  which  I  cannot  comprehend,  what 

*  ufe  you  are  to  m.ake  of  the  proofs,  that  are  to  be 

*  laid  before  you,  or  for  what  end  you  are  to  put  a 

*  great  many  gentlemen,  and  for  what  I  know^ 
'  noblemen  alfo,    to   the  expence   and  trouble  of 

*  coming  a  great  many  miles  to  be  examined  as  wit- 

*  ncffes,  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe, 

^  lam 
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'  I  am  my  Lords,  as  much  as  any  Lore)  in  this 
houll%  for  making  a  mod  (Irid  inquiry  into  rhe 
matcers  complained  of  by  the  petition  now  before 
us;  and  for  this  reafon,  I  am  for  our  taking  luch 
previous  (leps,  as  may  enable  us  to  proceed  with 
certainty,  eafc,  and  fatisfadtion  to  ourfelveSi  with- 
out doing  an  injury  to  any  innocent  man  ;  for  if 
we  proceed  to  examine  witnefies  befoie  wc  have 
fixed  upon  the  particular  matters,  as  to  which  thole 
wirnedcs  are  to  be  examined,  I  forefee  that  we 
mufl:  involve  ourfelves  in  difficulties,  which  we 
fhall  find  altogether  inextricable  ;  and  as  the  right 
of  the  fixteen  noble  Lords  v/ho  now  fit  in  this 
houfe  as  the  reprefentarives  of  the  Peerage  of 
Scotland,  is  the  chief  thing  to  be  confidered,  I  think 
the  petitioners  ought  firll  to  declare,  v;hether  or 
no,  they  intend,  by  their  petition  to  challenge  or 
impeach  that  right.' 

To  this  it  was  anlwered  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

VIZ. 

'  My  Lords,  the  petition  now  before  us  is  gene-  Anfwer 

*  ral,  and  it  ought  to  be  fo.  It  is  not  a  petition  re- 

*  lating  to  any    private  right ;  it  is  not  a  petition 

*  complaining  of  any  private  injury  ;  it  is  only  in 
'  the  nature  of  a  general  complaint  againd  fome  il- 
'  legal  pradices,   fuppofed  to  have  been  madeufe  of 

*  at  the  lail  eledion  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  Scot- 
land^ which  the  petitioners  think  of  the  utmofl 
confcquence,  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
houfe,  and  to  the  freedom  and  independency  of 
Parliament  ;  thefe  pradices,  the  petitioners  have 
got  fome  imperfecd  accounts  of,  and  by  the  accounts 
they  have  got  of  them,  they  feem  to  be  of  fuch  a 
heinous  nature,  and  attended  with  fuch  dangerous 
confequences,  that  they,  as  Peers  of  G.^vj/  Britain^ 
as  fubjeds  of  a  legal,  and  as  yet  free  government, 
thought  themfelves  obliged  to  inform  thib  houfe  of 
Vol.  XII.  F  f  *  whac 
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'  what  they  had  heard,  and  of  the  witneffes   by 

*  whom  they  think  thofe  deep  and  dark  pradlices 

*  may  be  made  appear ;  well  knowing,  that  if  there 

*  were  really  any  fuch  pradlices,  the  power  and  the 

*  authority  of  this  houfe,  if  exerclfed  as  it  ought  to 

*  be,  and  I  hope,  as  it  will  be  upon  this  occafion,  may 

*  make  up  the  deficiencies  of  the  informations  they 

*  have  had :  As  the  pradices  they  complain  of,  are 
'  of  the  moft  heinous  nature,    they  muft  certainly 

*  have  been  carried  on  in  the  moft  hidden  manner  ^ 
'  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  the  peti- 

*  tioners,  or  that  any  man  in  a  private  capacity,  can 
'  have  fuch  a  full  information  of  them,  as  to  charge 

*  the  fads,  or  accufe  the  perfons  particularly  -,  but 

*  upon  the  examination  at  the  bar  of  your  Lordfhips 

*  houfe,  of  fuch  witnefTes  as  they  fliall  defire  to  be 

*  examined,  the  iniquitous  myfteries  may  probably 
^  come  to  be  revealed  ;  both  the  fads  and  the  per- 

*  fons  may  be  particularly  brought  to  light;  and  then 
^  I  doubt  not,  but  your  Lordfhips  will  take  fuch 

*  methods  as  the  law  direds,  in  order  to  punifh  the 

*  guilty,  to  vindicate  the  honour  and  the  dignity    of 

*  this  houfe,  and  to  preferve  the  freedom  and  inde- 

*  pendency  of  Parliament.     This  is  what  the  peti- 

*  tioners  fue  for,  this  is  what  the  nation  expeds,  and 

*  I  think  the  petitioners  have  taken  the  moft  proper 

*  way,  the  only  way  they  could  take,  to  lay  this  im- 

*  portant  affair  before  your  Lordfhips. 

'  I  am  furprifed,  my  Lords,  to  hear  it  faid,  that 

*  the  affair  now  before  us  can,  in  any  light,  be  look- 

*  edon  as  a  caufe,  or  that  it  ought  to  be  treated  as 

*  fuch.     Do  the  petitioners   come  here  to  complain 

*  of  any  violation  of  their  own  particular  rights  ? 

*  Do  they  complain  of  any  injury  offered  to  them, 

*  or  either  of  them  in  particular?  No,  my  I^ords, 

*  their  complaint  proceeds  from  a  more  generous 

*  motive  ;  their  complaint  is  againfta  general  griev- 

*  ance  •,  and  therefore,  if  the  affair  now  before  us 

*  is  to  be  looked  on  as  a  caufe,  it  muft  be  looked  on 

*  as 
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'  as  the  caufe  of  our  country  and  conftltutlon  :  If 

*  any  injury  has  been  done,  it  is  ro  the  conftitution 

*  that  injury  has  been  done,  and  it  is  to  the  conftitu- 

*  tion,  that  redrefs  muft  be  granted  •,   but  whether 

*  that  redrefs  is  to  be  granted,    by  punifhing  thofc 

*  that  fhall  be  found  to  be  guilty,   or  by  making  a 

*  new  law  to  prevent  fuch  pra6tices  in  time  to  come, 

*  or  by  both,  is  what  cannot  now  be  determined. 

*  I  fhall  readily  agree,  my  Lords,    that  if  there 

*  were  any  illegal  pradlices,    there  muft  have  been 

*  illegal  pradlifers  ;  but  till  you  cc>me  to  examine 

*  witnefles,  you  can  difcover  neither ;  and  even  after 

*  you  have  examined  all  the  witneffes  you  can,  after 

*  having  made  as  ftri6t  an  inquiry  as  poffible,    the 

*  pradices  may  have  been  carried  on  in  fuch  a  hid- 

*  den  and  fuch  a  fubtii  manner,  that  even  your  Lord- 

*  (hips  may  not  be  able  to  fix  them  upon  any  par- 

*  ticular  perfon,  tho' at  the  fame  time,  it  may  appear 

*  evident,  that  fome  illegal  pradices  have  been  made 
'  ufe  of:  In  fuch  a  cafe,  what  are  your  Lordfliips  to 

*  do?    Surely  you  are  not  to  leave  the  honour  of 

*  this  houfe,  and  the  very  being  of  our  conftitution, 

*  expofed  to  the  fame  illegal  pra6lices  at  the  next 

*  eledion  ?  You  are  not  to  negledl  to  repair  a  breach 

*  made  in  your  houfe,  becaufe  you  cannot  difcover 

*  the  thieves  that  made  it.     You  are  certainly,  in 

*  fuch  a  cafe  to  contrive  and  pafs  fome  proper  law, 

*  for  preventing  fuch  pradices   for  the  future.  But 
'  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  pradifers,  as  well  as  the 

*  pra<5tices,  (hould  luckily  be  difcovered  by  the  in- 

*  quiry  your  Lordfhips  are  to  make,  you  will  then 

*  certainly  order  a  profecution  to  be  carried  on  a- 

*  gain  ft  the  perfons  found  or  fufpeded  to  be  guilty  : 
'  thofe  perfons  will  then  become  defendants,  not  to 

*  this  petition,  but  to  the  profecution  that  fhall  then 

*  be  ordered  againft  them  ;  and  upon  that  profecu- 

*  tion,  they  muft  of  courfehave  an  opportunity    to 

*  bring  witnefles  in  their  own  juftification,  and  to 

F  f  2  *  crofs 
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crofs-examine  fuchvv'itneflesasfhall  then  be  brought 
againft  chem. 

'  As  to  the  right  of  the  fixteen  noble  Lordr, 
who  have  now  the  honour  to  have  feats  in  this 
houfc,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  impeached  by  any 
proof  that  can  be  brought  on  this  occafion,  and 
therefore  I  wonder  that  any  of  them  fliould  fhew 
the  leaftjealoufy  or  apprehenfion  of  any  fuch  event ; 
but  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  in  examining  the 
witnefies  that  are  to  be  brought  before  you,  fome 
things  Ihould  appear  that  might  tend  towards  in- 
validating the  laft  eledlion,  and  confequently  their 
prefent  right  to  their  feats  in  this  houfe  \  furely, 
your  LordQiips  will  not,  upon  fuch  an  examina- 
tion, immediately  proceed  to  declare  the  late  elec- 
tion void.  You  muft  then  of  courfe  appoint  a  day 
to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  lateeledion,  and 
then,  and  not  till  then,  the  noble  Lords  who  are 
now  in  this  houfe  by  virtue  of  that  eledlion,  will 
become  defendants,  not  to  this  petition,  but  to  the 
inquiry  that  fhall  then  be  ordered  into  the  merits 
of  their  eledion  •,  and  upon  that  occafion  your 
LordQiips  will  certainly  proceed  with  your  ufual 
juftice,  and  confequently  will  give  them  all  the 
time  and  opportunity  they  can  defire  for  defending 
their  right,  either  by  employing  counfel  to  plead 
for  tbem,  by  bringing  fuch  witneiTes  as  they 
may  think  proper  for  fupporting  their  ele6lion,  or 
by  crofs-examining  all  or  any  of  the  witnefles  that 
fhall  be  brought  againfl  them  ;  for  the  witnefles 
who  are  examined  upon  this  petition,  muft  be  all 
re-examined,  when  yourLordlliips  come  to  inquire 
into  the  merits  of  the  late  eieflion,  if  it  fhall  be- 
come neceffiry,  v/hich  I  hope  it  will  not,  for  this 
houfe  to  make  any  fuch  inquiry. 
'  I  cannot  pretend,  my  Lords,  to  any  great 
knov/ledge  in  the  law,  and  much  lefs  to  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  forms  of  V/€Jl7mnJier'HaU\ 
but  I  muft  fay,  and  I  am  forty  to  fay,  that  I 
i  '  think 
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*  think  your  Lord[hips  are,  upon  this  important  oc- 

*  cafion,  falling  too  much  into  the  forms  of  the  cour  ts 

*  below:  It  is  well  known,  that  a  greatpart  of  their 

*  time  is  taken  up  in  debating  and  arguing  about  the 

*  forms  and  methods  of  proceeding  by  which  the  prin- 

*  cipal  affair  in  difpute  is  often  delayed,  and  not  fcl- 

*  dom  intirefy  dropt ;    and  the  debate  we  are   now 

*  on,  I  muft  confider  as  a  debate  of  the  fame  nature  : 

*  This  is  not  your  Lordfhips  ufual  way  of  proceed- 
'  ing ;  and  when  an  affair  is  brought  before  you, 

*  which  diredly  and  immediately  concerns  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  I  am  furprifed   to 

*  hear  any  debate  about  the  methods  how  we  fliall 

*  proceed  to  inquire  into  it ;    and   I   am  ftill  more 

*  furprifed  to  hear  it  faid,  that  we  muff:  never  exa- 

*  mine  any  witneffes,  unlefs  we  firft  know  the  par- 

*  ticular   fafts  to  v/hich  they  are  to  be   examined  : 

*  This  would  be,  indeed,  tying  us  down  to  forms 

*  in   the   flrideO:   manner  ;    nay,    in  a   more  ftri(fl 

*  manner,   in  my  opinion,  than  any  court  ofcom- 

*  mon  law  ;  for   I  think  I  have    heard  of  a    form 

*  or  method  of  proceeding  in  thofe  courts,  which 
'  they  call  pleading  the  general  iffue,  and  giving  the 

*  fpecial  matter  in  evidence  ;  in  which  cafe,  if  I  am 
'  rightly  informed,  none  of  the  particular  lacls,  to 

*  which  the  witneffes  are  to  be  examined,  are  laid 

*  before  the  court,  nor  does  the  court  know  any 
'  thing  of  the  queffions  that  are  to  be  put  to  them, 
'  till  they  come  to  be  examined,  and  then  only  the 
'  court  is  to  judge,  v.'hether  the  queHion  that  is  put, 

*  has  any  relation  to  the  genera]  iiTue  then  before 
'  the  court :  Bat  as  the  affair  now  before  us   is   no 

*  tryal,  as  this  houfe  was  never  fuppofed  to  be  coa- 

*  fined  to  the  rules  or  the  forms  of  inferior   courts, 

*  and  as  I  am  very  little  converfant  in  fuch  forms,  I 
'  fhall  fay  no  more  upon  this  fubjc^d. 

'  Bur,  my  Lords,  tho'  I  am  Vv^ry  little  acquaint- 

*  ed  with  the  forms,  or  the  manner  of  proceeding 

F  f  3  Mn 
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*  in  the  courts  below,  yet  I  hope  I  know  fomething 

*  of  the  methods  of  proceedings,  as  well  as  of  the 

*  power  and  authority  of  this  houfe  ;  and  therefore  I 
'  am  not  a  little  furprifed  at  the  motion  made  to 

*  us ;  for   I  cannot  comprehend  the  end  for  which 

*  it  is  defigned,  or  the  purpofe  it  can  ferve :  That 

*  the  petitioners  fhould  declare,  whether  or  no  they 
«  intend  to  challenge  or  impeach  the  eledlion  of  all 

*  or  any,  and  which  of  the  fixteen  Peers  laft  cho- 
'  fen :  For  God's  fake,  my  Lords,   what  will  this 

*  declaration,  when  made,  fignify  ?  Is  this  houfe  to 
'  be  confined,  or  any  way  reftrained  by  any  decla- 

*  ration  the  petitioners  can  make  ?    Suppofe  they 

*  fhould  declare,  that  they  do  not  intend  to  challenge 

*  or  impeach  the  elcdlionof  all  or  any  of  the  fixteen 

*  Peers  laft  chofen,  are  we,  when  we  come  to  exa- 

*  mine  witnefies  upon  this  petition,  to  be  told,  you 

*  muft  not  ask  fuch  a  queftion,  or  fuch   a  queftion, 

*  becaufe  by  the  anfwer  to  that  queftion,  the  elec- 

*  tion  of  the  fixteen  laft  chofen,  or  of  fome  of  them, 

*  may  be    brought  into  difpute,    or  impeached  ? 

*  Surely,  it  is  not  intended  that  we  fliould  be  in  this 

*  manner  confined,  by  any  declaration  the  petitioners 
^  can  make  ;  and  if  we  do  examine  witneflTes  upon 

*  this  petition,  with  a  full  liberty  to  ask  all  fuch 

*  queftions  as  may  tend  towards  difcovering  any  il- 

*  legal  pradices  that  may  have  been  made  ufe  of ; 

*  fuppofe  upon  that  examination,  fuch  fads,  fuch 
'  pradices  ftiould  appear,  as  muft  evidently  tend 

*  towards  rendering  the   late  eledion  void,  is  this 

*  houfe  to  be  circumfcribed  by  any  declaration   the 

*  petitioners  can  make,  fo  as  that  it  ftiall  not  be  in 

*  our  power  to  proceed  in  a  regular  way  to  declare 

*  that  cledion  void  ?  I  hope,    my  Lords,  no  fuch 
'  thing  will  be  pretended  ;  and  therefore,  as  fuch  a 

*  declaration,  when  obtained,  can  fignify   nothing, 

*  I  hope  an  affair  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  ho- 

*  nour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  and  to  the  freedpm 

X  *  and 


A.  I73f.  DEBATES.  4.3^ 

*  and  independency  of  Parliament,  will  not  be  de- 

*  layed  upon  that  account. 

To  this  it  was  faid,  by  way  of  reply, 

'  *  That  they  would  readily  grant,  that  that  houfe  Reply, 

*  was  not  to  be  circumfcnbed,  or  any  way  interrupt- 

*  ed  or  confined  by  any  declaration  the  petitioners 

*  could  make  *,    but  as  fuch  a  declaration  could   do 
«  no  harm,    or  any  way   retard  the  inquiry  their 

*  Lordlhips  were  to  make,  and  as  it  would  be  a  fa- 
'  tisfadlion  to  the  fixteen  noble  Lords  then  in  that 

*  houfe  from  Scotland^  and  had  been  exprefly  defired 

*  by  fome  of  them,  they  hoped  the  houfe  would  a- 

*  gree  to  the  motion,  efpecially  as  it  could  not  occa- 

*  fion  any  great  delay,  becaufe  the  petitioners  could, 

*  in  a  very  (hort  time,  or  perhaps,  immediately, 

*  make  fuch  a  declaration  as  was  defired  -,  and  there- 

*  fore  they  would  move,  that  the  farther  confide- 

*  ration  of  the  petition  fhould  be  adjourned  but  till 

*  next    day,    and    that  the  petitioners  fhould  a- 

*  gainft  that  time  declare,  whether  or  no  they  in- 

*  tended  by  their  petition,  to  controvert  the  elec- 

*  tion  of  all  or  any,  and  which  of  the  fixreen  Peers 

*  lad  chofen,  to  reprefent  the  Peerage  of  Scotland 

*  in  that  houfe. 

Any  farther  reply  in  thisafl^air  was  prevented,  by  Farther 
the  Duke  of  Bedford*s  (landing  up  and  acquainting  debates  ii 
the  houfe,  'That  fince  the  beginning  of  that  debate  ^^**  ^^^^ 

*  he  had  been   with  the  petitioners,   and  that  they 

*  had  impowered  him  to  make  the  declaration  pro- 

*  pofed,  and  that,  for  his  greater  fccurity,  he  had 

*  taken  it  down  from  the   petitioners  in   writing, 

*  which,  if  their  Lordfhips  pleafed,  he  would   read 

*  to  them  -,  fo  that  there  was  no  occafion  to  adjourn 

*  the  confideration  of  the  aftair  one  moment  on  that 

*  account/ 

F  f  4  This 
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To;s  occifioned  a  new  debare,  in  which  the  Lord 
Bathurft^  the  Y.'^v\  o^  Chffterfidd^  and  the  Earl  of 
Abiyigdon  infilled,  '  That  the  declaration,  as  propofed 
^   by  the  noble  Duke,  was  fufficient  -,  and  that    the 

*  order  propofcd  might  be  entered  into  their  journals: 

*  after  which  it  might  be  entered,  that  in  purfuance 
«  of  the  fiid  order,   the  Duke  of   Bedford  ftood  up, 

*  and,  by  virtue  of  a  power  from  the  petitioners,  and 
<  in  their  names  made  the  following  declaration  ; 
^  and  then  enter  the  declaration  propofed  to  be  made 
«  by  the  noble  Duke;  This,  they  faid  they  thought 
?  the  houfe  could  not  well  refufe,  becaufe  the  refufil 
^  would   really   look   fomething   like  doubting   the 

*  honour  of  the  noble  duke,  for  whom  they  were 
'  perfu-ided,  every  Lord  there  had  the  greatefl:  ef- 
'  teem  ;  it  would  look  like  doubting,  whether  he 
^  had  a  fufficient  authority  to  make  fuch  a  declara- 

*  tion,  after  he  had  declared  he  had  authority  for 
^  fo  doing.'  This  was  oppofed  by  the  Lord  Ha^d- 
wkk^   and   the  Duke  of  Ncwcaftle^  '  who  pro fe (Ted 

*  the  greateft  efteem  for  the  noble  Duke,  but  they 

*  did  not  think  it  would  be  regular  to  receive  a  de- 
^  claration  in  that  manne^,  in  an  affair  of  fo  very 
^  great  importance  ;  and  at  the  lall  the  Lord  Chan- 
'  cellor  having  declared,  That  he  did  not  in  the 
'  lead  doubt  the  honour  of  the  noble  Duke,  nor  his 

having  a  fuffici^-nt  authority  for  what  he  propofed, 
yet  as  the  affair  had  been  brought  before  them  by 
a  petition  figned  by  the  fix  noble  Peers,  he  thought 
the    mod  proper  and  the  moft  regular  way  would 

*  be,  to  have  the  declaration  propofed  figned  by 
^  them  likevvife  •,  and  as  it  would   occafion  a    delay 

*  but  of  one  day  only,  he  hoped  the  houfe  would  a- 
'  gree  to  ir. 

Upon  this,  che  quedion  was  put  for  adjourning  the 
confideration  of   the  petition  till  next  day,  which, 
'  upon  a  divifion,  v/as  carried  in  the  affirmative,  with- 
^  out  proxies,  by  90  to  51, 
■      '    ■  The 
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The  quellion  was  next  put  upon  rhe  motion  above 
mentioned,  which  was  agreed  to  without  a  divifion. 

After  this  it  was  propofcd  to  adjourn,  but  the  Earl  Letters di- 
of  Abitigdon   ftood  up,    and   laid,   '  That   as  their  refted  to^ 
'  Lordlhips  had  already  gone  a  little  into  the  forms  ^^^  P^^^"' 
'  o^  IVejhmnjler-ball^  he  hoped  they  would  go  a  lit- 
'  tie  farther :    They  had  made  an  order,  and,    he 

*  believed,    they   intended    the    petitioners    fliould 

*  comply  with  that  order  •,  therefore  he  thought  they 

*  ought  to  take  fome  method  to  give  the  petitioners 
'  notice  of  the  order  they  had  made. 

Upon  this  the  Earl  of  Cbolmofideley  faid,   '  That 

*  he  thought  there  was  no  necelTity  for  any  fuch 
'  notice,  becaufe  the  orders  of  that  houfe,  like  ads 
'  of  parliament,  ftood  in  no  need  of  any  notification 
'  or  publication;  they  publifhed  themfelves,  and 
'  the  parties  concerned  were  obliged  to  take  notice 

*  of  them.'  But  the  Lord  Bathurjl;  fliewed,    '  That 

*  no  fuch  thing  was  to  be  prefumed,  as  appeared  by 
^  their  conftant  pradtire  in  all  caufes ;  and  as  fome 
'  Lords  feemed  to  be  fond  of  looking  upon  the  af- 

*  fair  then  before  them  as  a  caufe,  therefore  he 
'  would   move.    That  the  Lord  Chancellor  fhould 

*  be  direded  to  wrice  letters  to  the  petitioners,  giv- 

*  ing  them  notice  of  the  order  their  LordQiips  had 

*  made.' 

The  Lord  Chancellor  faid,    '  That  he  fliould  be 

*  ready  to  follow  their  LordHiips  diredions,  but  de- 

*  fired  to  know,  if  he  fliould  write  one  letter  to  the 
'  petitioners  jointly,  or  a  particular  letter  to  each  of 

*  them  feparately  •,'  and  fome  Lords  having  propo- 
fed  one  letter  to  the  petirioners  jointly,  the  Earl  of 
ylbingdon  ftood  up,  and  faid,  '  That  he  did  not  be- 
'  fore  then  know,  that  the  petitioners  were  a  corpo- 
'  ration,  which  their  Lord(hips  feemed  incHned  to 
I  make  them,  by  propofing  to  fend  a  letter  co  them 

^  jointly  5 
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*  jointly  ;•  whereupon  it  was  agreed,  that  a  feparate 
letter  Ihould  be  fent  to  each ;  and  directions  were 
given  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  accordingly. 

Speakers.  The  motion  for  the  declaration  above-mentioned, 
was  made  by  the  Lord  Hardwick^  and  fupported  by 
the  Earl  ofCbolmondeiey,  and  the  Lord  Hervey  ;  and 
it  was  oppofed  by  the  Duke  of  Bedford^  the  Earl  of 
Siraffordy  and  the  Earl  of  Abingdon. 

Next  day,  the  order  of  the  houfe  being  read,  for 
taking  this  petition  into  confideration,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  acquainted  the  houfe,  '  That  two  of  the 

*  noble  Lords,  the  peticioners,  had  been  with  him, 

*  and  had   brought  him  a  declaration  in  writing, 

*  figned  by  every  one  of  them,  in  obedience  to  their 

*  Lordfhips  order  the  day  before,'  which  declara- 
tion was  read  to  the  houfe,  and  was  as  follows,  viz. 

The  peti- '  TN  confequence  of  your  Lordfhips  order  of  ye- 
tionersde-  <  J[  fterday,  fignified  to  us  by  the  Right  Honour- 
inTonfe".  '  ^^^^  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  We  your  Lord- 
quence  of  '  ^^P^  petitioners  do  declare,  that  by  our  petition, 
the  order.  '  we  did  not,  nor  do  intend  to  controvert  the  elec- 

*  tion  or  return  of  the  fixteen  Peers   for  Scotland^ 

*  mentioned  in  our  faid  petition,  or  of  any  of  them  2 

*  But  we  intended,   as  we  thought  it  our  duty,  to 

*  lay  before  your  Lordfhips,   the  evidence  of  fuch 

*  fads  and  undue  methods,  mentioned  in  general  in 
*'  our  faid  petition,  as  appeared  to  us  to  be  dangerous 

*  to  the  conftitution,  and  may  in  future  eledions 
^  equally  affedl  the  right  of  the  prefent  fixteen  Peers, 
'  as  that  of  the  other  Peers  of  Scotland^  if  a  proper 

*  remedy  be  not  found  out ;    as  we  had  before  im-* 

*  powered  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  inform 

*  your  Lordfhips.' 

Hamilton  and  Brandon^      Dundonald^ 
i^ieensbury  and  Dover,      Marchmont^ 
Mo7Urofe,  Stair^ 

After 
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After  the  reading  of  this  declaration,  a  motion  Motion 
was  made,    *  To  adjourn  the  farther  confideration  ^°^.^^^  P^' 

*  of  the  petition  till  that  day  feven-night,  and  that  [^"^j^"^^^^ 

*  the  petitioners  might  be  ordered  to  lay  before  the  fa^s  and 

*  houfe,  againft  that  day,    in  writing,  inftances  ot  perfons. 

*  thofe  undue  methods  and  illegal  practices  upon 

*  which  they  intended  to  proceed,  and  the  names  of 

*  the  perfons  they  fufpedled  to  be  guilty  of  fuch  undue 

*  methods  and  illegal  pradlices.' 

The  argument  In  favour  of  this  motion  was  in  fub- 
ftance  thus : 

*  My  Lords,  when  I  firfl  heard  this  petition  read,  Argument 

*  I  was  of  opinion  with  other  Lords,  that  it  wasfo^^t. 

*  conceived  in  fuch  general  and  Indefinite  terms,that 

*  it  was  impoflible  for  this  houfe  to  proceed  upon 

*  it,  without  involving  ourfelves  in  difficulties  which 

*  we  would  find  infuperable  ;  but  now,  that  I  have 

*  heard  this  declaration  read,  I  am  farther  at  a  lofs 

*  than  ever,  to  know  what  is  meant  or  intended  by 
'  the  petition.     When  I  firfl  heard  it  read,   I   did, 

*  indeed,  imagine  that  the  noble  Lords,  the  peti- 

*  tioners,  did  intend  to  impeach  the  lafl:  election  of 

*  the  fixteen  Peers,  chofen  to  reprefent  the  Peerage 

*  of  Scotland  in  this  houfe  ;  and  as  the  right  of  thofe 

*  Lords  was  to  be  impeached,  I  thought  it  was  rea- 
'  fonable,    that  the  defign  and  intention  of  the  pe- 

*  titioners  fhould  be  exprefTed  in  clear  and  diftindt 

*  terms,  therefore  I  was  for  their  making  fuch  a 

*  declaration  as   was  then   ordered :     But  by  their 

*  declaration,    now   read  to   us,  I    find  they  have 

*  no   fuch   defign  or  intention ;    fo    that   I  really 

*  cannot  now   comprehend,  or  fo  much  as  guefs 
^  at  what  they  would  have  us  to  do  upon  the  peti- 

*  tion  they   have  prefented,  unlefs  their  defign  be 

*  to  impeach   or   accufe   fome   particular  perfons, 
^  of  crimes  which  they  take  to  be  of  a  very  high  na- 

'  ture  i 
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ture  ;  and  if  that  be  their  indention,  furely  the  per- 
fons  names  they  defign  to  impeach,  ought  to  be 
particularly  exprcfTed,  and  thofe  perfons  ought  to 
be  informed  of  the  particular  crimes  which  are  laid 
to  their  charge. 

*  An  accufiition  is  nor,  it  is  true,  a  condemnation  ; 
but,  my  Lords,  it  mull  be  granted,  that  a  man's 
charader  fuffers,  even  by  an  accufation  -,  and  tho' 
he  may  be  afterwards,  upon  a  full  and  impartial 
trial,  acquitted,  yet  it  feldom  happens,  that  the 
fcandal  thrown  upon  his  name  by  the  accufation, 
is  intirely  wiped  off  by  his  being  acquitted  •,  and 
in  the  mean  time,  during  the  whole  time  that  in- 
tervenes between  his  accufation  and  his  trial,  he  la- 
bours under  an  imputation,  which  your  Lordfhips 
muft  allow  to  be  a  very  great  misfortune.  It  is 
certain,  my  Lords,  tliat  every  man  ought  to  have 
a  very  great  regard  to  his  honour  and  his  character 
in  the  world  ^  it  is  whAt  the  meaneft  creature  in 
lii'e  ought  to  be  extremely  jealous  of,  and  much 
more  thofe,  who,  by  their  birth  and  their  fortune, 
are  placed  in  a  fuperior  itation  •,  and  thf^retore  I 
hope  your  Lordfhips  will  always  be  cautious  of 
going  in  raflily  to  any  meafure,  by  which  the  cha- 
racters of  private  men  m>iy  be  very  much  in- 
jured. In  the  preftnt  cafe,  !  think,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  chara6lers  of  fome  private  men  muft  be 
attacked,  by  any  proof  that  can  be  laid  before  you, 
in  relation  to  this  aiTair :  The  characters  of  fome 
men  muft  fuffer,  and  thofe  not  of  mean  rank  in 
the  world  ;  they  mufb  be  perfons  in  eminent  Na- 
tions :  Therefore  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  not, 
upon  general  fuggellions,  and  without  any  deter- 
minate aim  ordfcfign,  proceed  to  examine  v^ienefTes 
in  a  cafe,  where  the  charafters  of  particular  men, 
the  charaders  of  men  eminent  in  their  ftations,  will 
certainly  be  greatly  injured. 


Ic 
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'  Ic  lb  a  maxim,  my  Lords,  eftabliflieJ  by  tlie 
reafon  of  things,  as  well  as  by  the  pradice,  I  be- 
lieve, of  all  the  judicatures  in  the  world,  never  to 
examine  any  witnefs,  when  by  fuch  txaiv.inaiion  a 
private  man's  charader  may  be  blafted,  withouc 
giving  that  miin  an  opportunity,  at  the  fame  time, 
to  vindicate  his  charader  againft  any  afperfion  that 
may  be  thrown  upon  it  by  that  examination  :  la 
fuch  a  cafe  it  is  not  fufHcient  to  fay,  that  tlie  man 
whole  charader  has  been  blalled,  fliali  afterwards 
have  an  opportunity  to  vindicate  it,  by  being 
brought  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  -,  for,  in  the 
mean  time,  he  muft  labour  under  an  imputation, 
and  it  is  a  misfortune  for  a  man  to  be  expofed  to 
any  fcandalous  imputation  for  a  day,  nay,  for  a 
moment  :  There  may,  perhaps,  be  a  real,  an  ho- 
ned intention,  to  afford  him  afpeedy  opportunity 
for  his  j unification;  but  that  intention  may  be  dif- 
appointed,  he  may  die  in  the  mean  time,  and  then 
his  memory  will  be  loaded  with  that  imputation 
for  ever  -,  fome  of  the  witneffes,  by  whom  he 
might  have  cleared  up  his  charader,  may  die  in  the 
mean  time,  or  may  depart  out  of  the  kingdom  i 
many  other  accidents  may  happen,  which  may  put 
it  intireiy  out  of  his  power  to  vindicate  himielf, 
tho'  he  be  altogether  innocent  of  what  has  beea 
laid  to  his  charge  ;  and  therefore  it  is  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  give  a  man  an  opportunity  of  vindica- 
ting himfelf,  at  the  fame  time  and  in  the  flime  man- 
ner he  is  accufed. 

'  Another  maxim,  my  Lords,  as  reafonable,  and 
as  uniformly  obferved,  is,  that  no  witnefles  are  e- 
ever  to  be  examined  againft  any  man,  without  gi- 
ving him  an  opportunity  to  be  f)refent,  to  crofs-ex- 
amine  the  witnefles,  r:nd  to  take  care  that  no  lead- 
ing queftions  may  be  put  to  them  ;  for  when  wit- 
nefTes  are  examined,  ex  parte^  they  may  vent  their 
fpleen,  or  fariate  their  revenge  againft  private  men, 
by  fwearing  falfiy  againd  them,  w^ith  much  more 

'  eafe 
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*  eafe  than  when  examined  in  prefence  of  the  party 
«  accufed,  and  crofs-queftioned  upon  every  fadl  and 

*  every  circumftance  they  relate  5  a  fa6t  may  appear 

*  criminal  by  their  general  and  confufed  way  of  rela-"" 

*  ting  it,  which  would  have  appeared  quite  otherwife 

*  if  the  party  had  been  prefent,in  order  to  put  the  pro- 

*  per  queftions  for  making  them  explain  themfelves ; 

*  and  by  artful  leading  queftions,  they  may  be  induced 

*  to  affirm  things  as  confifting  with  their  knowledge, 

*  which  they  would  never  have  affirmed  or  perhaps' 

*  mentioned,  if  the  party  accufed  had  been  prefent,' 

*  to  prevent  any  fuch  leading  queftion's  being  put  to 

*  them  ;  and  in  this  laft  cafe  the  danger  and   the 

*  inconvenience  is  the  greater,  that  when  a  man  is 

*  once  induced  to  affirm   any  thing  for  truth  upon 

*  oath,  even  tho'  it  be,  perhaps,  by  way  of  informa- 

*  tion  or  preparation  for  a  trial,  yet  when  the  trial 

*  comes  on,  and  that  man  is  again  examined,  as  a 
«  witnefs  againft  the  prifoner  or  party  accufed,  he 
'  thinks  himfelf  in  honour  obliged  to  ftand  by  and 

*  confirm  what  he  has  before  been  induced  to  de- 

*  clare  upon  oath,  and  againft  that  time  will  be  very 

*  probably  be  fo  well  prepared,  that  it  will  be  im- 

*  poffible  to  difcover  his  perjury  by  anycrofs  queftion : 

*  Thus,  my  Lords,  it  muft  appear  to  be  extremely 

*  dangerous  to  examine  witnefTes  in  any  cafe,  where 

*  a  man's  charadler  may   be   brought  in  queftion, 

*  without  having  him  prefent  at  fuch  examination  ; 
'  but  to  examine  witneffes  without  knowing  what,  or 
'  againft  whom  you  are  to  examine  them,  efpecial- 

*  ly  in  a  cafe  where  the  characters  of  men  of  the 

*  higheft  ftations  may  very  probably  be  attacked,  is, 

*  in  my  opinion,  a  method  of  proceeding  not  only 
'  dangerous,  but  altogether  unprecedented. 

*  I  fhall  not  pretend,    my  Lords,   to  be  a  great 

*  mafter  of  precedents  ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to 

*  have  heard  that  there  was  ever  fuch  a  general  ac- 

*  cufation  brought  into  this  houfe  as  the  prefent :  E- 

*  ven  in  impeachments,  in  ads  of  attainder*  and  all 

*  the 


A.  i73f.         DEBATES. 

*  the  parliamentary  proceedings  I  have    ever  heard 

*  of,  ibme  particular  fi\6ts  are  aJways  charged,    and 

*  thole  fa6ts  are  lik'ewife  charged  againll  particular 

*  perfons.     I  do  not  know  that  there  was  ever  any 

*  complaint  made  to  this  houfe,  of  illegal  pradtices 

*  in  general,   without   mentioning  fo  much  as  one 

*  particular  fad,  or  one  particular  perfon  ;  but,  that 

*  we  muft  find  out  the  particular  fadls  ;  as  well  as  the 

*  particular  perfons  guilty   of  thofe  fads,  and   that 

*  we  muft,   for  that  purpofe,  enter  into  a  long  exa- 
<  mination  of  witnefles,  and  put  people  to  the  trou- 

*  bleand  the  expence  of  coming,  perhaps,  from  the 

*  rcmoteft  parts  of  his  Majefty's  dominions,  to  be  ex- 

*  amined  about  we  know  not  what,  and  againft  v/e 

*  know  not  whom  :   This  ought  not,  I  think,  to  be 

*  done.     I  (hall  always  be  ready  to  agree,   to  hear 

*  the  complaints  of  any  fubjedt,  when  made  in  any 

*  proper  way,  and  much  more  the  complaint  of  the 

*  petitioners,  for  all  of  whom  I  have  fo  great  an  e- 

*  fteem  :     But  let  them  point  out  to  us,  fome  way 

*  or  another,  of  what  and  againft  whom  they  com- 

*  plain  :     Let  us  but  know  what  they  complain  of, 

*  and  the  perfons  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  guilty 

*  of  thofe  fadts ;  and  I  (hall  be  moft  ready  and  wil- 

*  ling  to  enter  into  any  method  for  giving  them  re- 

*  drefs. 

*  There  might,    my  Lords,  be  fome  cxcufe  for 

*  the  generality  and  indefinitenefs  of  the  complaint 
'  now  before  us,  if  it  could  be  faid,  that  it  was  not 

*  polFible  for  the  petitioners  to  be  more  particular  •, 
'  but,  from  the  very  petition  they  have  prefented, 

*  the  contrary  appears  ;   for  though  they  complain 

*  of  illegal  practices  in  general,  yet  they  afterwards 

*  fay,  they  are  ready  to  lay  inftances  of  thefe  prac- 

*  tices  before  us :  It  was  therefore  in  their  power  to 

*  have  mentioned  thofe   inftances  in  the   body   of 

*  their   petition  -,   and  furely  they  may  ftill,  when- 

*  ever  they  pleafe,  give  us  an  account  of  them,   and 

*  of  the  perfons  that  were  guilty  j  for  if  they  know 

'  th-e 
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*  the  particular  fads,  they  muil  know  the  parti:ular 
'  perfons  -,   and  therefore  they  not   only   can,  but 

*  may  eafily  comply  wich  the  motion  now  made  to 

*  us :  It  is  what  they  may  do,  and  certainly  is  what 

*  they  ought  to  do,  and  what  is  abfolutely  necefia- 
'  ry  for  this  houfe  to  have  done,  before  we  cart 
'  proceed  to  examine  into  the  complaint  now  before 

*  us  :  Upon  this  occafion,  and  indeed  upon  every 
'  occafion,  we  ou^ht  to  remember   the  motto  of 

*  the  great  hall  of  juftice  below,  Audi  alteram  par- 
'  tern.  Let  us  hear  the  defendants;  let  us  hear 
'  thofe  againft  whom  the  complaint  is  made:  But 
'  how  can  we  hear  them,  unlefs  v/e  know  who  they 
'  are  ? 

'  In  all  caufes,  in  all  trials,  and  in  all  courts,  the 

*  examination  of  witnelTes  is  always  the  lafl  thing 
'  that  is  done.  The  party  complaining  is  heard  in 
'  fupport  of  the  charge,  and  then  the    court  hears 

*  what  the  defendant  has  to  fay  againit  it,  or  in  his 

*  own  juftificarion,  before  they  ever  proceed  to  exa- 

*  mine  the  witneffes  of  either  fide:  And  in  all  the 
'  courts  I  have  ever  heard  of,  except  a  court  which 
'  is  called  an  ecclefiafticai  court,  but  is  one  of  the 

*  moft  unchrillian  courts  that  was  ever  fet  up  in  the 
'  world,  I  mean  the  court  of  inquilicion,  the  wicnef- 

*  fes  are   always  examined  in  the  prefence  of  boch 

*  parties ;  but  if  v/e  fnould  proceed  to  examine  \vit- 

*  neflts  upon  this  petition,  as  it  now  (lands,   and 

*  without  any  more  particular  information,wefhould 
'  be  ftill  worfe  than  the  inquifition  •,  for  it  would  be 
'  entering  upon,  and  carrying  on  a  trial,  before  we 

*  fo  much  as  knew,  or  had  ever  heard  of  the  perfons 

*  that  were  to  be  be  tried.  As  I  am  convinced,  there  is 

*  no  Lord  in  this  houfe  that  defires  ever  to  fee  a  court 

*  of  inquifition  ki  up  in  this  kingdom,  and  much 

*  lefs  that  this  houfe  lliould  ever,  in  any  of  its  pro- 

*  ceedings,  imitate  that  i;yrannical  court,  therefore 

*  I  make  no  doubt  of  your  Lordfhips  agreeing  to  the 

*  motion  nov/  before  us/ 

To 
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To  this  it  was  anlwered,  in  iubitancc  as  follows, 
viz, 

*•  I  mud  own,  my  Lords,  I  am  very  mucli  fur-  Anfw^ 
prifed  at  the  motion  now  mad:^  to  your  Lordfliips, 
and  I  think  I  have  much  more  reafon  to  be  ac  a 
lofs  to  know  the  true  defign  of  this  motion,  than 
the  noble  Duke  who  made  it  can  have,  for  iiis  be- 
ing at  a  lofs  to  know  thvi  true  defign  of  ih?  peti- 
tion. The  true  defign  of  the  petition,  my  Lords, 
is  in  itfelf  clearly  exprelTed,  and  the  d:.fire  of  the 
petition  is  what  this  houfe  not  only  may,  but  ought 
to  comply  with  :  But  by  this  morion  th:f  peticion- 
ers  are  defired,  to  do  what  evidently  appears  to  be 
impolTible  for  them  to  comply  with  ;  and  I  hope 
the  noble  Duke  does  no  way  intend  what  miy  be 
inferred  from  fuch  a  demand.  The  petitioners 
may  probably  have  heard  of  Tome  of  thofe  undue 
anv  illegal  methods  that  were  pradifed  at  the  lalt  , 
eledlion  of  Peers  in  Scotland^  but  it  is  impoHible 
they  fhould  know  them  all,  or  all  that  may  be 
made  appear  by  an  examination  of  the  proper  wit- 
nefTes  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe;  and  as  co  the  prin- 
cipal perfons  concerned  in  thofe  practices,  againil 
whom  your  Lordfhips  inquiry  is,  without  doubt, 
to  be  chiefly  dircded,  it  is  abfoiutely  impofilble 
the  petitioners  fhould  know  any  thing  about  them, 
at  Icaft  not  fo  much  as  to  give  them  a  fufficienc 
ground  to  name  them  to  this  houfe. 
'  To  mention  in  any  refolution  of  this  houfe,  or 
to  talk  of  the  petitioners  proceeding  upon  any  in- 
ftances,  oragainft  any  perfons,  is  what  is  molt  ir- 
regular and  moll  improper:  It  is,  my  Lords,  to 
fuppofe,  that  the  ptticioners  are  profecutors ; 
whereas  it  appears  plainly,  by  their  petition,  that 
their  only  intention  was  to  give  your  Lordfhips 
notice,  that  fome  dangerous  pradices  have  lately 
been  made  ufe  of,  and  to  contribute  as  much  as 
they  could,  to  put  you  in  a  wav  of  getting  a  full 
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'  information,  in  relation  to  thofe  pracTcices.  When 
'  you  have  got  this  information,  ic  is  not  the  peti- 

*  tioners  that  are  to  proceed  •,  it  is  this  houfe  that  is 

*  to  proceed,  againft  the  perfons  who  fhall  appear  to 

*  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  pradices.  The  petition- 
'  ers  only  propofe   to   lay  fome   fads  before  your 

*  Lordfliips,  which  they  take   to  be  of  dangerous 

*  confequence  to  the  honour  of  this   houfe,  and  ta 

*  the  freedom  of  Parliament ;  and  which,  they  think, 

*  ought  to  be  prevented  in  time   qo  come.   Their 

*  petition  is  therefore  in  the  nature  of  a  petition    a- 

*  gainft  a  general  grievance,  which  they  defire  your 

*  Lordfhips  to  inquire  into,  and  to  provide  fuch  re- 

*  medy  as  you  fhall  think  neceflary.  In  fuch  a  cafe, 
'  is  it  proper  to  talk  of  their  proceeding  upon  any 
^  fadts,  or  againft  any  perfons  ?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed, 

*  that  either  they,  or  this  houfe,  can  yet  know,  whe- 

*  ther  any  perfons  are  to  be,  or  ought  to  be  proceed- 

*  ed  againft  ? 

'  Upon  examination  of  the  witnefles,   whom   the 

*  petitioners  are  to  point  out  to  you,  it  may  appear 
'  evident,  that  fome  practices  have  been  made  ufe 

*  of,  which  ought  to  be  prevented  by  fome  new  law 
'  or  regulation;  and  yet,  my  Lords,  that  proof  may 

*  be  fuch,  as  not  to  lay  a  fufRcient  foundation  for 
^  profecuting  any  particular  perfon  :  It  cannot  there- 

*  fore  be  in  their  power  to  name  the  perfons  ;  but 

*  fuppofe  it  were,  are  we  to  put  off  an  affair  which 

*  concerns  the  honour  of  this  houfe   as  much  as  it 

*  does  the  petitioners,  becaufe  they  have  not  named, 

*  and  perhaps  will  not  name  the  perfons  guilty.  Sup- 

*  pofe,  my  Lords,  we  fhould  get  information,  that 

*  feveral  barrels  of  gun-powder  had  been  placed  un- 

*  der  this  houfe,    in  order  to  blow  us  up  i  would  it 

*  not  be  very  odd  in  us,  to  put  off  going  to  fearch 

*  for,  or  remove  the  gun-powder,  till  we  fliould  be 

*  informed  by  what  means,   at  what  time,  and   by 

*  whom  the  powder  was  placed  there  ?  The  cafe  be- 
f  fore  us  is  the  very  feme  j  there  is  a  fort  of  meta- 

*  phorical 


A.  i73f.  DEBATES. 

'  phoric.il  gun-powder  placed  under  this  lioufe,  which 
'  will  in  time,  blow  us  up,  if  it  be  not  rcmovetl  ; 
'  and  in  fuch  a  cafe,  are  we  to  criHe  away  our  time 
'  in  inquiries  after  the  names  of  tlie  perfons  who  pla- 
'  ced  it  there,  and  the  methods  by  which  it  was  con- 
'  veyed  ? 

'  I  fliall  readily   grant,  my    Lords,    that  a  man's 

*  character  fuffers  a  little  even  by  an  accuHit.on  *, 
'  but  is  not  this  the  very  reafon  why  the  laws  of  this 
'  kingdom  do  not  allow  any  man  to  be  accufed,  but 
'  upon  the  oath  of  Tome  perfon  or  another?  And  is 
'  not  this  the  ftrongeft  reafon  that  can  be  given,  is 

*  it  not  a  mod  convincing  reafon,  for  our  not  com- 
'  plying  with  the  motion  made  to  us?  Nay,  does  it 
'  not  fhew,  that  the  petitioners  would  h.ive  adc4 
'  contrary  to  the  fpii  it,  and  to  ihe  whole  tenour  of 

*  the  laws    of  this  kingdom,    if  they  had  named 

*  any    perfon  ?  And  (hall  we,  by  any  refolution  of 

*  this  houfe,  overturn  that  which  has  been  the  efia- 

*  blillied  maxim  of  our  law  for  fo  maany  r.ges  ?  It  is 
^  true,  the  mod  innocent  man  muft  lie  under  an  im- 
putation, froni  the  time  of  his  being  accufed,    ro 

*  the  time  of  his  being  tried  ;  and  if  any  perlbn's 
name  (liali  be  mentioned  upon  the  examination  of 
witnefTes,  as  having  been  guilty  of  fome  of  the  il- 
legal pradices  com[)lained  of,  he  will  certainly  lie 
under  an  imputation,  from  that  time  to  the  time 
of  his  being  brought  to  his  trial  ;  but  does  not  the 
fame  inconvenience  accrue  from  what  is  now  de- 
manded ?  If  the  petitioners  Ihould  name  any  per- 
fon as  guilty,  it  will  bring  as  great  an  imputation 
upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been  named  by  a  wicnefs 
upon  oath  at  your  bar,  and  that  imputation  he 
muft:  lie  under,  till  he  can  be  cleared,  by  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial :  The  imputation  will  be  the 
fame  ;  and  I  am  fure  it  vi/ill  be  much  longer  before 
a  man  can  be  brought  to  his  trial,  after  being  na- 
med by  the  petitioners,  than  after  being  named  by 
witneffes,  examined  upon  a  regular  inquiry.  Lee 
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'  the  guilty  perfons  then  be  who  they  will,  let  them 

*  be  men  in  a  high  or  a  low  ftation  in  life,  it   will 

*  be  as  inconvenient  for  them  to  have  their  names 
*'  declared  by  the  petitioners,  as  to  have  their  names 

*  mentioned  by  wicnefles,  upon  any  inquiry  your 
'  Lordfhips  are  to  make ;  and  it  is  certainly  much 
'  more  confonant  to  our  laws,  not  to  have  any  man's 

*  name  mentioned,  till  it  is  mentioned  by  a  witnefs 
'  upon  oath,  when  examined  upon  a  regular  inquiry 
'  into  the  facts  complained  of. 

'  That  it  is  a  maxim   eftablifhed,  either  by  the 

*  reafon  of  things,  or  by  the  pradice  of  any  court 

*  of  judicature  in  the  world,  never  to  examine  wit- 

*  nefles,  without  giving  the  man,  who  is,  or  may  be 
^  accufed  by  fuch  examination,  an  opportunity,  at 
'  the  fame  time,  to  vindicate  his  character,  or  to 
^  crofs-examine  the  witnefles,  is  what  I  cannot  agree 

*  to  :  On  the  contrary,  my  Lords,  I  take  it  to  be 
'  a  maxim  eftablifhed,  both  by  the  reafon  of  things, 
•"and  by  the  pradice  of  every  court  of  judicature 
'  in  the  world,  that  it  is  proper  to  inquire  into  fads 

*  by  the  examination  of  witnelTes,    in  order  to  find 

*  out  the  perfons  that  ought  to  be  accufed,  or  to 

*  learn  how  to  proceed  againll:  thofe  that  are  -,  and 

*  at  fuch  examinations,  the  parties  wiio  are  or  may 

*  be  accufed,  are  never  allowed  to  be  prefent,  nor 

*  have  they  ever  the  leaft  notice  given  them,  that 

*  witneffes  are  to  be  examined,  as  to  fads,  by  which 

*  their  charaders  may  be  blafted.     That  this  is  the 

*  pradice  in  this  kingdom,  from  the  higheft  court 
'  of  judicature  to  the  lowed,  is  beyond  contradic- 

*  tion.  Does   not  this  houfe,   as  well  as  the  other, 

*  fometimes  upon  meer  fuggeftions,  nay  upon  com- 
'  mon  fame,    inquire   into  crimes   of    the  higheft 

*  nature,  and    in  which  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that 

*  perfons  in  the  moft  elevated  Rations  have  been  con- 
'  cerned  ?  Have   not  committees  often  been  named 

*  for  fuch  pur pofes  ?  And  do  not  thefe  committees 

"  always  examine  witnefles,  without  giving  an  op- 

*  portunity 
f«w  ' 
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portunity  to  the  perfons,  who  arc,  or  may  be  accii- 
led,  to  vindicate  their  charaiSters  at  the  fame  time, 
or  to  crofs-examine  thofe  witnefles,  by  whom  not 
only  their  characters  may  be  blafted,  but  their 
lives  and  fortunes  brought  into  danger  ?  And  with 
refpetSlto  inferior  courts,  is  it  not  theconflant  and 
well  known  pradice,  to  examine  witnefles  before 
grand  juries,  in  order  to  the  finding  of  bills  of 
indidment,  without  allowing  the  party  accufed  to 
be  prefent,  or  giving  him  any  notice,  that  wit- 
nefles are  to  be  examined  againfl:  him  ?  Nay,  even 
juftices  of  peace,  do  not  they  always  examine  wit- 
nefles upon  oath,  before  they  grant  any  warrant? 
And  is  the  party  againfl:  whom  the  warrant  is  to 
be  granted,  ever  prefent  at  fuch  examination,  or 
has  he  any  notice,  that  witneflTes  are  to  be  examin- 
ed againfl;  him  ?  It  is  therefore  certain,  that  in  this 
nation,  it  has  been,  and  ftill  is,  the  general  and 
conftant  pradlice  to  inquire  into  crimes  of  all  kinds^ 
by  the  examination  of  witneflTes,  without  giving 
any  notice  to  the  party  that  is  or  may  be  accufed, 
or  giving  him  any  opportunity  at  that  time,  either 
to  vindicate  his  character,  or  to  crofs  examine  the 
witnefles  ;  and  that  this  practice  is  not  attended 
with  any  inconvenience,  I  need  not  endeavour  to 
prove  by  arguments  j  for  the  long  continuance  of 
it  is  a  better  argument  than  any  other  that  can  be 
brought. 

*  How  this  petition,  my  Lords,  can  be  confldered 
as  an  accufation,  I  cannot  imagine  ,  and  if  it  were, 
I  can  as  little  imagine,  how  it  can  be  looked  on 
as  the  mofl  general  accufation  that  was  ever  brought 
into  this  houfe.  I  fliall  not  call  it  an  accufation, 
I  muft  callita  reprefentation  of  a  grievance,  which 
I  think,  ought  to  be  remedied  j  and  that  grievance 
is  very  particularly  fet  forth,  both  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  it,  and  as  to  the  time  of  its  happening  ; 
nay,  the  petitioners  go  farther  ;  they  fay  they  are 
:  ready  to  lay  particular  inftances  before  us,  in  that 
G  g  3  '  way 
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^  way,  which  {  take  to  b:  the  only  proper  way  of 

'  laying  fa(5i:3  before  any  court  of  judicature,  that  is, 

*  by  the  dcpofitions  of  witnefTts.  I  am  furprifed  to 
'  hear  it  Hud,  that  in  impeachments,  in  ads  of  at- 

*  taindcr,  and  in  all  Parliamentary  proceedings,  par- 

*  ticular  fads  are  always  charged,  and  thofe  fads 
'  charged  again fl:  particular  pcrfons  :  Your  Lord- 
'-  (hips  muft  all  know,  that  impeachments  and   ads 

*  of  attainder  are  generailly  grounded  upon  an  m- 
'  quiry,  made  by  this  or  the  other  houfe  of  Parlia- 
^  ment:  It  is  true,  when  the  affair  comes  the  length 

*  of  an  adual  impeachment,  or  a  bill  of  attainder, 

*  particular  fads  are  then  charged,    and  thofe  fads 

*  are  charged  upon  particular  perfons  ;  but  mod  of 

*  thofe  inquiries,  which  have  been  the  firft:  fteps  to- 
wards an  impeachment,  or  bill  of  attainder,  have 
proceeded  upon  general  furmifes,  fome  of  them 
upon  common  fame  only,  and  fome  of  them  upon 
a  motion  unfupported  by  any  charge,  either  gene- 
ral or  particular. 

*  In  the  other  houfe,  my  Lords,  it  is  very  well 
known,  that  upon  the  mod  general  fuggellions  of 
any  crime  or  mifdemeanor,  a  committee  is  always 
named  to  inquire  into  the  affair  complained  of,  and 
that  committee  is  always  impowered  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers  and  records  ;  witnefTes  are  examin- 
ed, and  the  whole  proofs  that  can  be  colleded, 
either  from  perfons,  papers  or  records,  are  taken 
by  that  committee,  before  any  particular  fad  has 
ever  been  mentioned,  or  any  particular  perfon 
named  to  the  houfe  :  Neither  the  houfe,  nor  any 
perfon  breathing,  befides  thofe  of  the  commit- 
tee hears  a  word  of  the  particular  fads,  or  a 
name  of  any  particular  perfon  mentioned,  till  that 
committee  comes  to  make  their  report.  This 
is  diredly  the  cafe  of  the  petition  now  before 
us  :  It  is  far  from  being  too  general  for  the  foun- 
dation of  an  inquiry  •,  on  the  contrary,  we  are  in 

*  honour,  in  duty  to  our  country,  obliged  to  take  it 

*  as 
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*  as  fuch,  and  that  inquiry  may  be  the  foundation  of 

*  an  impeachment  •,  but  this  is  what  neither  this  houfc 

*  nor  the  petitioners  can  as  yet  tell.  Tho'  the  pe- 
'  titioners  have  not  at  prefent  the  honour  to  be  mcm- 

*  bers  of  this  houfe,  yet  in  every  other  refped,  they 

*  are  all  Peers  o^  Great  Britain  as  much  as  any  of 

*  us:    If  it  had  not  been  fo,  if  they  had  not  been 
'  Peers  of  Great  Britain^  the  proper  place  for  them 

*  to  have  applied  to,  would  have  been  to  the  other 

*  houfe,  and  it  is  certain  the  other  houfe  would   have 

*  immediately  appointed  a  committee,    to  have  re- 

*  ceived  the  inftances  and  proofs,  now  offered  to  be 

*  laid  before  your  Lordfliips  •,  there  would  not,  there, 

*  I  believe,  have  been  fuch  regard  fliewn  to  the  cha* 

*  raders  of  thofe  who  might  fuffer  by  thofe  proofs  : 

*  And  (hall  the  petitioners,  my  Lords,  be  the  worfe 

*  for  being  Peers  of  Great  Britain  ?  I  hope  not ;  but 

*  if  this  motion   prevails,  I   am  fure  it   may   with 
'  juftice  be  faid,  they  have  the  misfortune  to  be 

*  Peers  of  Great  Britain. 

*  That  there  have  been  many  parliamentary  in- 

*  quiries  without  any  particular  charge,  and  without 

*  any  particular  perfons  being  named,  is  beyond  dif- 

*  pute  ;  but  even  in  our  inferior  courts,  do   not  we 
'  know,  my   Lords,  that  grand  juries  often  prefenC 

*  nufances  in  general  terms,  and  without  mentioning 

*  any  particular  fad",  or  any  particular  perfon  ;  and 

*  do  not  thefe  courts  often  proceed,  to  inquire  into 
'  the  nufance  fo  prefented,  in  order  to  find  out  and 

*  punidi    the  perfons  that  have  been  guilty  of  it : 

*  And  in  any  court  of  Jaw,  if  a  petition  fliould  be 

*  prefented  by  any  number  of  fuitors,  men  of  cha- 

*  rader^  whofe  judgment  and  veracity    the  court 

*  could  depend  on,  complaining  in  general  of  abufes 

*  committed  in  any  branch  of  pradtice,  and  defiring 

*  that  the  court  wonid  examine  into,  and  endeavour 

*  to  prevent  fuch   abufes  for   the  future,  either  by 

*  punifhing  the  perfons   who   might  appear  to  be 

*  guilty,    or  by  making  fome  new  regulation ;  if 
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that  court  fhould  rej^dtfucha  petition,  and  negicd 
or  rcfufii  to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  branch  of 
pradice  complained  of,  I  (liould  conclude,  that 
the  judges  were  more  intent  upon  fcreening  their 
offi-cers,  than  upon  doing  jufiice  to  the  fubjed  : 
Nay,  I  fliould  readily  believe,  that  even  thejudges- 
themieives  were  partakers  in  the  frauds  and  extor- 
tions committed  by  their  officers. 
'  The  reverend  Prelate,  who  was  pleafed  to  men- 
tion the  court  of  inq,uiiitipny_  has  a  mind,  it  feems,- 
to  foften  as  much  as  he  can  -the  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding in  chat  terrible  tribunal,  when  he  compares- 
them  to  the  method  propofed  to  be  followed  upon^ 
the  petition  now  before  us  :  The  method  now  pro- 
pofed is,  firfl;  to  inquire  into  thofe  illegal  pradices 
fufpedcd  to.  have  been  made  ufe  of;  and  if  upon- 
that  inquiry  it  fhould  appear,  that  any  particular 
perfons  have  been  guilty  of  pradices,  for  which 
they  ought  to  be  puniflied,  to  be  fure  fome  noble 
Lord  in  this  houfe  will  ftand  up,  in  his  place,  and 
impeach  the  perfons  againft  whom  any  fufpicions 
of  guilt  fhall,  upon  that  inquiry  appear  •,  or  this 
houfe  will,  at  a  conference,  communicate  to  the 
other  houfe,  the  difcoveries  made  upon  fuch  in- 
quiry, and,  upon  that,  the  other  houfe  will  become 
che  profecutors;  In  either  cafe,  the  perfons  accufed 
will  be  brought  to  an  open,  a  fair,  and  an  impar- 
tial trial,  they  will  know  their  profecutors,  and 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  crofs-examine  the  wit- 
neiTes  that  are  brought  againft  them,  and  to  bring 
witneCfes,,  or  what  other  proofs  they  may  think 
proper  for  their  vindication  :  This,  my  Lords,  is 
the  regular  and  conflant  method  of  proceeding  in 
Parliament  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  and  is  the  me- 
thod eftablldied  by  our  anceftors,  for  preferving 
the  people  from  oppreflion  and  arbitrary  power  ; 
but  the  method  of  proceeding  in  the  inquifitionj 
and  the  defign  of  fuch  proceedings  are  very  diffe- 
rent t  There  the  party  accufed,  is  condemned  with- 

'  out 
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*  out  any  open  or  h'lr  trial,  and  he  is  never  allowed 
'  to  know  either  his  profecutors,  or  the  wicneflcs 
*•  againil  him,  nor  is  he  allowed  to  bring  any  proof 
'  of  his  innocence  •,  nay,  he  does  not  ib  much  as 
'  know  the  crime  he  is  accufed  of,  till  the  fentence 
'  comes  to  be  executed  upon  him  :  This  is  the  me- 
'  thod  of  proceeding  in  that  tyrannical  court,  and 
'  the  defign  or  aim  of  all  their  proceedings  is  to 
'  fupport  the  arbitrary  power  of  their  matter,  the 
'  Pope  of  Rome.     The  methods  of  proceeding  in 

*  this  hOufe  were  nevef  yet  applied  to  the  fupport  of 
^  any  arbitrary  power,  fpiritual  or  temporal,  and  as 
'  little  will  they,  I  hope,  be  ever  applied  to  the 
'  fcreening  of  oppreflbrs  or  criminals,  let  their  qua- 
'  lity,  let  their  ilation  in  life  be  what  it  will ;  for  if 
'  the  methods  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe  fhould 
'  once  come  to  be  applied  to  the  fcreening  or  pro- 
'  teding  of  high  criminals,  the  next  fbep  will  cer- 

*  tainly  be,  to  make  ufe  of  this  houfe  only  for  the 

*  fupport  of  opprelTion,  and  for  (harpening  the  edge 
'  of  arbitrary  power. 

'  The  petitioners  may  and  certainly  do,  know 

*  fome  infiances  of  the  illegal  pradices  complained 
'  of,  but  that  they  know  them  all  is  not  to  be  pre- 

*  fumed:    All   that  they  can  knov/,  mufl  proceed 

*  from  accounts  given  voluntarily  and  freely  by  fome 
'  particular  men,  and  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that 
'  thofe  men  knew  a  great  deal ;  but,  by  the  autho- 
'  rity  of  this  houfe,  others  may  be  compelled  to  give 

*  a    full  account  of  what  they  know,  even  fome  of 

*  the  undcr-agents,  entrufted  and  employed  in  thofe 

*  pradices,  may  be  examined,  and  from  them  we 

*  may  exped  a  fuller  information,  than  from  any  of 

*  thofe  who  were  never  let  much  into  the  ferret.  It 

*  cannot  therefore  be  fuppofed,  that  the  petitioners 
'  can  give  us  many  inftances  of  the  illegal  pradices 

*  they  complain  of,  or   a  full  account  of    any    of 

*  them  -,  and  whatever  accounts  they  may  be  able  to 
'  give  us,  they  have   certainly  propofed  the  mod 

*  proper 
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proper  method  for  giving  them  :  The  mod  proper 
method  of  Jaying  an  account  of  any  fafl  before  this 
houfe,  or  before  any  court  of  judicature,  is  certainly^ 
todoitby  witnefTesupon  oath;  and  if  the  petitioners 
had  chofcn  any  other  method,  if  they  had  in  their 
peticion  given  us  long  accounts  of  particular  fads, 
I  am  very  well  convinced,  it  would  then  have  been 
reprefentcd  as  an  illegal  and  unprecedented  method 
of  laying  fa  dts  before  this  houfe;  nay,  I  do  nor 
know  but  the  petition  would  have  been  complain- 
ed of,  and  perhaps  receded,  as  a  fcandalous  and 
impertinent  petition. 

*  But,  my  Lords,  becaufe  the  petitioners  know 
fome  inflances  of  the  illegal  practices  complained 
of,  to  conclude  from  thence^  that  they  muft  cer- 
tainly know  the  principal  perfons  guilty,  is,  I  think, 
very  odd.  I  cannot  pretend  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  pradices  made  ufe  of*,  but  from  two  Ibrts 
of  pradices  that  have  been  publicly  mentioned,  f 
muft  conclude,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  the  peti- 
tioners, to  know  the  principal  perfons  guilty.  Sup- 
pofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  having  a  regiment  drawn 
up  under  arms,  in  the  very  place  where,  and  at 
the  very  time  when,  the  lafl:  eledion  of  16  Peers 
was  made,  fliould  be  one  of  the  illegal  pradices 
complained  of-,  in  this  cafe,  the  petitioners  may 
know  the  ofHcer  that  then  commanded  the  regi- 
ment •,  but  that  officer  is  not  furely  the  perfon  a- 
gainft  whom  your  Lordfhips  inquiry  is  to  be 
chiefly  direded  ;  he  certainly  had  his  orders  from 
fome  luperior  officer  •,  that  fuperior  officer  is  the 
perfon,  againftwhom  your  Lordfhips  inquiry  muft 
be  chiefly  direded  ;  and  the  name  of  that  fu- 
perior officer  your  petitioners  cannot  be  fuppofed 
to  know. 

'  Let  us  again  fuppofe,  my  Lords,  that  corrup- 
tion was  one  of  the  illegal  pradices  made  ufe  of 
at  laft  eledion  :  Some  Lords  o^  Scotland  may  per- 
haps have  owned,  that  they  got  money  for  voting 

'  according 
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according  to  diredion,  or  that  they  were  offered 
money,  or  fome  other  reward,  on  condition  they 
would  vote  according  to  diredion  ;  but  thofe  Lords 
would  certainly,  for  their  own  fakes,  conceal  the 
names  of  the  perfons  who  gave  or  offered  them 
money,  or  other  reward,  for  fuch  a  corrupt  and 
criminal  purpofe,  becaufe  the  perfon  named,  would 
have  been  intitled  to  an  adion  of  fcandal  for  fpread- 
ing  fuch  a  report  againfl:  him,  and  upon  that  ac- 
tion, would  certainly  have  recovered  great  da- 
mages ;  whereas,  upon  an  examination  at  your 
Lordiliips  bar,  the  perfons  guilty  may  be  named 
without  any  fuch  danger:  But  farther,  my  Lords, 
where  pradlices  fo  highly  criminal  are  made  ufe  of, 
we  cannot  fuppofe,  that  the  perfons  principally  con- 
cerned would  perfonally  appear  •,  fuch  pradlicesare 
generally  carried  on  by  under-agents  *,  and  though 
fome  indiredl  hints  may  perhaps  have  been  given 
as  to  the  names  of  thofe  under-agents,  yet  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  petitioners,  to  know  the  names  of 
the  principal  perfons  who  employed  thofe  agents ; 
nay,  even  your  Lordfhips  may  find  fome  difficul- 
ty, to  fix  thofe  pradices  on  the  perfons  on  whom 
they  ought  principally  to  be  fixed,  and  againft: 
whom  the  inquiry  of  this  houfe,  and  the  vengeance 
of  the  nation,  ought  principally  to  be  direded. 
*  Your  Lordfhips  will,  without  doubt,  obferve 
the  motto  o^lVeftminJler-hall^  Audi  alteram  partem  : 
It  is  a  rule  that  will,  I  hope,  be  always  obferved 
by  this  houfe  \  and  in  the  affair  now  before  us, 
you  will  certainly  hear  the  other  fide,  as  foon  as 
there  is  one  to  be  heard :  As  yet  there  is  no  fide, 
there  is  no  profecutor  nor  profecution,  and  confe- 
quently,  no  perfon  profecuted  to  be  heard  :  The 
petitioners  are  no  profecutors,  nor  is  ir  poflible  for 
them,  to  tell  who  are  to  be  pre  fccuted,  or  whether 
there  be  any  perfon  that  ought  to  be  profecuted  or 
no:  They  complain  only  againfl:  a  grievance,  they  .     . 

defire  your  Lordfhips  will  inquire  into  that  griev- 

'  ance, 
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^_  vance,  and  apply  fuch  remedies  as  you  may  think 

*  proper.  If,  among  other  remedies,  it  (hall  be 
'  found  neceffary  to  profecute  the  perfons  who,  by 
^*.)?our  inquiry,  fhall  be  difcovered  to  have  been  any 
^  way  concerned  in  the  grievance  complained  of,  a 
*.  legal  and  regular  profecution,   will  certainly   be 

*  carried  on  againft  thofe  perfons,   and  then  your 

*  Lordfhips  vv'ill  certainly  hear  what  they  have  to  fay 
'  in  their  own  defence,  and  till  then  they  have  no- 
'  thing  to  do  with  your  Lord  (hips  inquiry,  nor  have 

*  they  a  right  to  be  prefent  at  the  examination  of 

*  any  wicneifes  to  be  examined  at  the  bar  of  this 
'  houfe. 

'  In  fhorr,  your  Lordfhips  may  profefs  what  you 

*  will,  but  if  the  affair  now  before  us,    be  thus  put 

*  off  by  motion  after  motion  ,  motions  which  feem 
'  to  germinate  one  from  another ;  the  world  will 
'  not  believe  that  you  have  an  inclination  to  go  10 

*  the  bottom  of  the  affair  before  you,  or  that  you 

*  have  an  inclination  to  fave  your  country  from  the 
'  impending  ruin  which  is  fo  loudly  complained  of, 
*•  and  fo  generally  forefeen :    And  thus,  by  fliewing 

*  fuch   a  tender  regard   to  the  chara6lers  of  fome 

*  particular  men,   who  may  perhaps  be  in  danger  of 

*  being  expofed  by  a  ftrid  inquiry  into  this  affair, 

*  your  Lordfliips  Vv^ill  bring  a  mod  heavy,    and,    I 

*  am  afraid,  a  very  general   imputation   upon   the 

*  charadler  of  this  houfe  ;  therefore  I   hope  the  no- 

*  ble  Duke  will  wave  this  motion,  and  let  us  proceed 

*  to  appoint  a  day  for  inquiring  into  this  affair,    by 

*  the  examination  of  all  fuch  witneffes  as  may  be 

*  thought  proper  to  be  examined,  upon  an  occafion 
'  of  fo  great  importance  to  the  honour  of  this  houfe, 
'  and  to  the  freedom  and  independency  of  Parlia- 


ament.' 


The  reply  was  to  the  following  effe6t,  viz, 
'  My  Lords,  as  parliamentary  inquiries  have  been 
often  of  great  advantage  to  this  nation,   and  may 

*  be 


A.  i/jf.         DEBATES. 

be  fo  in  time  to  come,  I  (liall  therefore,  upon  all 
occafions,  be  ready  and  willing  to  agree  ro  any 
fuch  propofnion,  when  there  appears  a  neccffuy 
for  entering  into  the  inquiry  propoied  j  bur  as  all 
parHament.iry  inquiries,  muft  be  attended  \\  ith 
great  trouble  and  expence  to  fome  oF  his  Majefty's 
llibjeds  -,  and  as  they  always  raife  fome  (ort  of 
ferment  in  the  nation,  they  are  not  to  be  entered 
upon  without  fome  apparent  necefllcy  for  fo  doing: 
We  are  not,  at  the  dcfire  of  any  fubjed-,  or  of  any 
number  of  fubjeds,  to  fet  up  a  parliamentary  in- 
quiry, unlefs  thofe  who  defire  it,  can  fhew  us  very 
good  reafons  to  fufped,  that  fome  illegal  prac- 
tices have  been  committed,  and  that  it  is  become 
necefliiry  for  this,  or  the  other  houfe  of  Parliament 
to  inquire  into  them.  I  have  a  very  great  refpect 
for  Uie  noble  Lords  the  petitioners,  and  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  they  think  that  fome  illegal  pradices  have 
been  made  ufe  of,  and  that  it  is  become  neceflary 
for  this  houfe  to  inquire  into  them  :  This  they  are 
certainly  convinced  of,  otherwife  they  would  never 
have  prefented  fuch  a  petition :  This  is  their  opi- 
nion, but  they  mufl:  give  me  their  reafons,  before 
I  can  make  it  mine  :  If  thofe  reafons  be  as  preva- 
lent with  me,  as  they  are  with  them,  I  fliall  cer- 
tainly agree  to  the  inquiry  defired  ;  but  neither  in 
this,  nor  in  any  other  cafe,  fliall  I  ever  give  my 
vote  according  to  the  opinion  of  another,  but  ac- 
cording to  that  which  I  have  formed  for  myfelf. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  the  petitioners,  to 
give  us  fome  reafons  to  believe,  that  illegal  prac- 
tices have  been  aftually  made  ufe  of,  and  that 
there  is  a  necefTity  for  this  houfe  to  inquire  into 
them  ;  and  as  it  is  impofiible  to  give  us  any  fuch 
reafons,  without  firfl:  giving  us  fome  particular  in- 
fiances  of  the  illegal  pradices  they  complain  of, 
and  fome  account  of  the  perfons,  they  fufpedl  to 
have  been  concerned  in  fuch  pradices,  I  cannot  but 
chink,  the  motion  now  made  to  us  a  very  prqper 

'  motion 
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motion  upon  this  occafion,  and  fuch  a  one,  as 
the  petitioners  ought  certainly  to  comply  with>,before 
they  can  exped  that  any  Lord  in  this  houfe,  who 
knows  no  more  ofthofe  illegal  practices  than  I  do, 
can  agree  t?oany  fort  of  parliamentary  inquiry. 
'  When  any  inquiry  is  moved  for  in  either  houfe 
of  Parliament,  thefe  three  queftions  naturally  oc- 
cur to  every  member  of  that  houfe,  Whether  the 
practices  propofed  to  be  inquired  into,  be  illegal  ? 
Whether  they  be  fuch  as  may  be  prefumed  to  have 
been  committed  ?  And  whether  they  be  of  fuch  a 
nature,  as  cannot  be  punifhed  or  remedied  by  the 
ordinary  courts  of  law  ?  Th-ufe  are  three  queftions, 
I  fay,  my  Lords,  which  naturally  occur  to  every 
member,  and  he  ought  to  fatisfy  himfelf  about  e- 
very  one  of  them,  before  he  gives  his  opinion,  ei- 
ther for  or  againft  agreeing  to  the  inquiry  propofed. 
Now,  I  appeal  to  your  LordOiips,  how  any  Lord 
in  this  houfe,  who  knows  nothing  of  the  pradlices 
lately  made  ufe  of  in  Scotland^  can  fatisfy  himfelf 
as  to  either  of  thefe  queflion?,  without  knowing 
fomcthing  more  about  them,  than  he  can  know 
from  the  petition  now  before  us  ?  In  my  opinion, 
it  is  impoffible  for  any  man  to  fatisfy  himfelf  in  e-- 
ther  of  the  three,  without  knowing  fome  particular 
inftances  of  the  practices  complained  of,  and  the 
names  of  the  perfons  faid  to  have  been  guilty  of 
thofe  pra6lices.  But  fuppofe  we  (hould  agree  to 
inquire  into  this  affair,  without  any  farther  infor- 
mation than  what  we  have  at  prefent  ;  I  muft  beg 
your  Lordfhips  to  confider,how  it  would  be  poffible 
for  us  to  examine,  or  to  put  the  proper  queftions  to 
any  witnefs,  that  fhall  be  brought  to  the  bar  of  this 
houfe  ?  For  as  none  of  the  petitioners  have  at  prefent 
a  feat  in  this  houfe,  I  cannot  form  to  my  fclf  any  que- 
ftion  that  could  be  put  by  any  other  Lord  to  a 
witnefs,  but  only  the  general  queftion  ;  if  he  knew 
of  any,  and  what  illcgil  pra6lices  made  ufe  of  aC 
the  lad  eledion  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotlajid  ?  This, 

'  in 
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*  in  my   opinion,    would  be  a  vtrry  improper  que- 

*  ftion,   bccaufe  it  would  be  leaving  it  intircly  to  the 

*  judgment  of  the  v/itncfs,  to  determine,  what  he 
'  took  to  be  an  illegal  practice,  and  to  give  us  ati 
'  account  of  none  but  what  he  took  to  be  luch  :  Up- 
'  on  fuch  a  general  queftion,  it  may  be  fuppolcd, 
'  that  Ibme  witnePi'es  would  give  us  long  and  tedious 
'  accounts  of  trifling  fads,  nothing  at  all  to  the  pur- 

*  pole,  while  others  might  perhaps  neglccfl  to  in- 
'  form  us  of  things  of  the  greateft  importance. 
'  Therefore  not  only  to  enable  us  to  judge  if  there 
*•  be  a  neccflity  for  an  inquiry,   but  iikewife  to  ena- 

*  ble  us  to  proceed  with  accuracy  and  vigour  ;  we 
*•  ought  to  agree  to  the  motion  propofed,    and  the 

*  petitioners  ought  to  comply  with  it,  as  I  make  no 
'  doubt  but  they  will. 

'  My  Lords,   in  all  preparatory  examinations,   in 
'   all  forts  of  examinations  that  ever  1  heard  of,   the 

*  witnefles  are  queftioned  about  particular  tads,  and 
'  Iikewife  in  relation  to  particular  perfons;    and  ei- 

*  ther  the  judge,    before  whom  the  witncfs  is  exa- 

*  mined,  or  fome  perfon  concerned,  and  attending 

*  for  that  purpofe,  knows,  or  is  inftruded,  how  to 

*  put  the  particular  queftions  to  the  witnefs,  in  or- 
'  der  to  draw  the  whole  truth  from  him,  relating  to 

*  that  affair  about  which  he  is  examined.  Even  with 
'  refped  to  thofe  inquiries  which  have  proceeded 
'  from  a  motion  in  either  houfe  of  Parliament,  the 

*  member  who  propofes  an  inquiry,  does  not  barely 

*  make  a  motion  for  that  purpofe  ;  he  (lands  up  in 
'  his  place,  and  always  gives  the  houfe  an  account 
'  of  the  particular  fads  he  defires  to  be  inquired  in- 

*  to  :  nay,  he  generally  gives  the  names  of  the  par- 
'  ticular  perfons   againlt  whom  he  makes  his  com- 

*  plaint  :  By  that  fpeech  the  members  are  not  only 
'  enabled  to  judge,  whether  or  no  a  parliamentary 
^  inquiry  be  necefTary,  but  they  are  iikewife  enabled 
'  to  put  the  proper  queftions  to  the  witneftes,  that 
^  may  thereafter  be  brought  before  them  in  thecom- 

'  mittce. 
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mittee.  And  befides,  the  member  who  makes  the 
motion,  is  always  named  one,  and  generally  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  who  muft  be  fuppofed 
to  know  the  particular  fads,  and  to  fufpecl,  at 
leaft,  who  were  the  particular  perfons  guijty  of 
thofe  fads,  fo  that  he  muft  of  courfe  know,  how  to 
put  the  proper  queftion  to  every  witnefs,  and  the 
particular  facls,  as  to  which  each  witnefs  ought  re- 
fpedively  be  examined. 

'  Suppofe,  my  Lords,  that  the  petition  now  be- 
fore us  is  to  be  taken  as  a  general  complaint  againft 
a  grievance,  and  a  defire  to  have  that  grievance 
redrefled,  yet  it  muft  be  granted,  that  it  is  one  of 
the  moft  general  complaints  that  was  ever  brought: 
before  either  houfe  of  Parliament :  Inquiries  may 
have  been  fet  up  upon  meer  fuggeftions,  or  upon 
common  fame-,  yet  I  believe  there  was  never  an 
inquiry  fet  up  upon  fuch  a  general  fuggeftion,  or 
upon  fuch  a  general  report :  Some  particular  fads 
are  always  fuggefted,  even  common  fame  reports 
fome  particular  crimes,  and  fixes  thofe  crimes  up- 
on fome  particular  perfons,  before  it  is  made  the 
foundation  of  any  Parliamentary  inquiry.  And 
with  refped  to  prefentments  at  common  law,  it 
is  very  certain,  no  grand  jury  ever  made  fuch  a 
general  prefentment  as  the  complaint  now  before 
us :  They  always  fix  upon  fome  particular  thing, 
or  upon  fome  particular  pradice,  and  prefent  it 
as  a  nufance,  which  they  think  ought  to  be  reme- 
died ^  and  if  a  grand  jury  (hould  make  a  prefent- 
ment, complaining  in  general,  that  at  fuch  a  time, 
or  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  fome  illegal  prac- 
tices had  been  made  ufe  of,  without  mention- 
ing one  of  thofe  pradices  which  they  took  to  be 
illegal,  or  one  of  the  perfons  by  whom  they  fup- 
pofed fuch  pradices  to  have  been  made  ufe  of,  I 
am  perfuaded  no  inferior  court  in  E^igland  would 
take  any  manner  of  notice  of  fuch  a  prefentment. 
A 1  utter  negled  would  certainly  be  the  fate  of 

'  fuch 
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*  fuch  a  prefentment  at  common   Jaw  ;    and  I  am 

*  perfuaded  a  motion  in  the  other  houfefor  an  inqui- 

*  ry,  founded  upon  fuch  a  general  and  indcfinitive 

*  charge,  would  meet  with  very  little  fuccefs :  How- 

*  ever,  I  am  very  far  from  propofing,  that  the  pc- 

*  tition  now  before  us  ought  to  be  intirely  neglccfted; 

*  I  think  it  ought  to  be  greatly  regarded,   both  on 

*  account  of  the  perfons  complaining,  and  the  mat- 
'  ter  complained  of;  and  I  (hall  be  for  making 
'  a    moft  itrid  inquiry  into   the  affair,  if  the   pe- 

*  titioners  will  but  make  it  pofTible  for  us  to  do  fo, 

*  by  giving  us  fome  inftances  of  the  pradiccs  they 

*  complain  of,  and  the  names  of  fome  of  the  per- 
'  fons  they  fufpecl    to  have  been  guilty    of  thofe 

*  pradlices. 

'  The  petitioners,  my  Lords,  muft  know,  or 
'  have  heard  of  fome  particular  facls  which  they  take 
'  to  be  illegal,  and  of  dangerous  confequence,other- 

*  wife  it  is  certain,  they  never  would  have  prefented 
^  fuch  a  petition  tothishoufe:  Let  them  but  inform 
^  us  of  thofe  particular  fa6]s  they  know  or  have  heard 
'  of,that  we,  as  well  as  they,  may  judge  whether  they 
'  are  illegal  or  not  *,  that  we,  as  well  as  they,  may 
'  judge  whether  they  are  of  fuch  dangerous  confe- 
'  quence,  as  to  deferve  a  Parliamentary  inquiry  : 
'  And  it  is  impofTible  they  can  know  any  particular 
'  fa6t,  without  knowing  the  names  of  fome  of  the 
'  perfons  who  were  guilty  of  thofe  fads:  Nay,  it  is 
'  impoffible  they  could  have  heard  of  any  fads, 
*-  without  having  had  the  perfons   guilty  named  to 

*  them,  or  at  leaft  defcribed  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
'  they  muft  know  who  they  are  -,  for  though  there 
'  might  perhaps,  have  been  feme  danger,  inpublifli- 
'  ing  the  name  of  any  ptrrfon  upon  fuch  an  oc- 
'  cafion,  yet  the  perfon  guilty  might  have  beea 
'  fo  defcribed  as  to  make  every  one  know  who 
'  was  meant,  without  expofing  the  perfon  who 
'  gave  fuch  defcription,  to  any  danger  :  Such  de- 
'  fcriptions   muft  have  been   fully    underftood  by 

Vol.  XII.  H  h  '  the 
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*  the  petitioners  *,  and  furely  they  may,  without  any 
'  danger,  declare  to  this  houfe  the  names  of  the  per- 

*  fons  they  fuf  pofe  to  have  been  meant  by  fuch  de- 

*  fcriptions. 

*  To  conclude,  my  Lords,    though   I  have   as 

*  great  a  regard  for  the  noble  Lords  the  petitioners, 
'  as  any  Lord  in  this  houfe  can  have  ;  tho'  I  could 
^  depend  upon  their  judgment  as  much  as  upon  the 

*  judgment  of  any  men  ,  yet  I  cannot  anfwer  to  my 

*  felf  for  agreeing  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  houfe, 

*  and  put  witneiTes  to  the  trouble  and  expence  of  tra- 

*  veiling  perhaps  a  great  many  miles,  which  muft 

*  be   the  event  of  our  entering  upon  an  inquiry  in- 

*  to  this  affair,  without  being,    in   my  ownjudg- 

*  ment  convinced,  that  there  is  great  reafon  to  fuf- 
'  pe6l  that  fome  very  illegal  and  dangerous  pradi- 

*  ces  have  been  made  ufe  of,  and  that  they  are  prac- 

*  tices  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  cannot  be  punifhed  orre- 

*  medied  any  other  way  than  by  a  Parliamentary  in- 
'  quiry  ;  and  fince  I  cannot,  of  this,  be  convinced  in 

*  my  own  judgment,  without  knowing  particularly, 

*  both  the  pradices"  that  are  fufpeded  to  have  been 

*  illegally  committed,  and  the  perfons  names  that 
'  are  fufpeded  to  have  been  guilty  of  thofe  pradices, 

*  therefore  I  muil  be  for  the  motion/ 

After  this  debate,  the  Lord  Bathurjl  flood  up,  and 
fpoke  to  this  effed,  viz. 

Motion  for  *  My   Lords,    fince  I  find  your  Lordfhips  are 

feparatmg  <  jjj^^  ^^  come  to  a  qucftion  upon  this  motion,    I 

partsofthc'  muft  obferve,  that,  as  it  {lands  at  prefent,  it  is  a 

queftion.     '  niotion    complicated   of  two  very  diftind  parts. 

'  By  the  firft  part  of  it,  the  petitioners  are  to  be  or- 

*  dered  to  lay  before  this  houfe,  in  writing,  inflan- 
'  ces  of   thofe  luidue  methods  and  illegal   pradices, 

*  upon  which  they  intend  to  proceed  •,  and   by  the 

*  other  part,  they  are  to  be  ordered  to  lay  before  this 
«  houfe,  the  names  of  theperfons  they  fufped  to  have 

*  been 
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*  been   guilty  of  thofe   undue  methods  and  illegal 

*  pradices:   Now,  my  Lords,  as  thefe    two    parts 

*  are   evidently  as  diilind  and  different  from  one  a- 

*  nother,  as  any  two  motions  can  be  ;    and  as  ic  is 

*  evident,  that  feveral  Lords  may,  for  very  good 

*  reafons,  be  againfl:  the  lad  part,  tho'  they  may 
'  be  for  the  firft,  therefore,  my  Lords,  I  muft  make 

*  ufe  of  that  right  which  every  Lord  has,  by  the  con- 

*  ftant  pradice  of  this  houfe,  and  defire  that  the 
'  parts  may  be  feparated,  and  the  queftionput  fepa- 
'  rately  upon  each. 

The  queftion  being  called  for,  his  Lordfhip  flood 
up  again,  and  infilled  upon  it,  '  that  when  a  quef- 

*  tion   appeared  to  be    complicated,    every  fingle 

*  Lord  in  that  houfe,  had  a  right  to  defire  that  the 

*  parts  might  be  feparated,  and  that  different  quef- 
'  tions  might  be  put  upon  the  feveral  different  parts, 

*  This,  he  faid,  was  a  right  that  was  never  contro- 

*  verted,  and  he  infifted  upon  his  right.' 

The   queftion  being  ftill  called  for,  he  flood  up  Amend-' 
the  third  time, and  faid,  *  that  fince  they  did  not  feem  mentofftr; 
'  inclined  to  grant  him  a   right,  which  had  never     " 

*  been  denied  to  any  Lord  in  that  houfe,  he  would 
'  propofe  an  amendment  to  the  motion,  which  was 

*  that  thefe  words  (^and  the  names  of  the  perfons  they 
*■  fufpecl  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  undue  methods  arid 
'  illegal  pra5iices)  might  be  left  out ;  and  therefore 
'  he  hoped  their  Lordfhips  would  put  the  queftion 

*  upon  the  motion.' 

Upon  this  the  queftion  was  put  upon  the  amend-  Queftion  j 
ment  offered,  which  was  carried  in  the  negative,  by 
90  to  48  ;  and  then  thequeftion  being  put  upon  the 
motion,  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  without  a 
divifion. 

H  h  2  The 
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Speakers.       The    motion  was  made  by  the  Duke  of  Devon- 

jhire^  and  was  fupported  by  the  Earl  o{  Scarborough^ 
the  Lord  Hervey^  the  Lord  Hardzvick^  the  Bifhop 
of  Salisbury^  the  Earl  of  liajy  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
and  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle.  It  was  oppofed  by  the 
Earl  of  Chefterfield,  the  Lord  Gowsr^  the  Lord  Ba- 
tburft^  the  Earl  o^  Abingdon^  and  the  Earl  of  Straf- 
ford. 

The  petitioners  having  been  made  acquainted  with 
this  laft  order,  in  the  fame  manner  they  were  made 
acquainted  with  the  former,  they  delivered  their  an- 
fwer  in  writing  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  on  the  27th 
of  February :  And  next  day,  the  order  of  the  houfe 
being  read,  the  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  houfe 
that  he  had  received  from  the  petitioners,  an  anfwer 
in  writing  to  their  Lordfhips  laft  order,  which  he 
read  to  the  houfe,  and  of  which  the  following  is  an 
exa6l  copy,  viz, 

'  My  Lords^ 
Petitioners «  ^^T  OUR  Lordfhips  order  o^ February  the  2i{l 
anfwer.      t     j^     inilant,  hath  been  fignified  to  us  by  the  right 

*  hon.  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  with  refpedl  to 
'  which  we  do  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Lordfhips, 
'  That  we  have  not,  by  our  petition,  dated  ourfelves 

*  accufers  of  any  perfon  whatever,  nor  did  we  intend 
'  to  dofo  *,  but  thought  it  our  duty  to  to  lay  before 

*  your  Lordihips,    by  way  of  petition,    that  fuch 

*  methods  and  pra6lices  were  ufed,  towards  carrying 
*.  on  the  laft  eledion  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^ 

*  as  appeared  to  us  dangerous  to  the  conftitution,  and 
'  might  prove  fabverfive  of  the  freedom  and  inde- 
'  pendency  of  Farliamenc,  The  prefervation  of  our 

*  happy  conllitution  is  what  we  have  in  view,  with- 

*  out  regard  to  any  particular  perfons;  and  we  hum- 
'  bly  conceived,  that  any  matter  which  fo  nearly 
'  concerns  this  conftitution,  or  migiit  appear  to  be 
\  an  encroachment  upon  it,  was  a  proper  fubje 61:  for 

'  your 
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your  Lordfhips  coiifideration  and  inquiry,  as  a  liij^li 
court  of  Parliament. 

'  That,  without  dating  ourfelves  as  accufcrs, 
which  is  far  from  our  intention,  we  conceive  we 
cannot  take  upon  us  to  name  the  particular  peiibns, 
who  may  have  bt^cn  concerned  in  thofc  ilkg.il 
practices;  but,  who  thofe  were,  will  undoubtedly 
appear  to  your  Lordfhips,  upon  taking  the  pro- 
per examinations  •,  and  the  fads  are  what  we  hum- 
bly pray  may  be  inquired  into,  whoever  inay  hap- 
pen to  he  affecfed  by  ibem:  Nor  can  we  without  a(5t- 
ing  as  evidences,  comply  with  thofe  words  of  your 
LordQiips  order,  to  give  the  names  of  the  perfons 
by  whom  fuch  undue  methods  and  illegal  pradli- 
ces  were  ufed  ;  But,  would  we  act  both  as  accu- 
fers  and  witnefles,  it  is  impofTible  for  us  to  in- 
form your  Lordfhips,  who  were  the  perfons  that, 
in  the  courfe  of  this  examination,  and  from  the 
telVimony  of  future  evidences,  may  appear  to 
have  been  concemed  In  the  above-mentiontd  prac- 
ces. 

'  We  do  alfo  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Lorddiips, 
that  we  may  have  very  certain  and  true  informa- 
tion of  undue  methods  and  illegal  practices,  that 
have  been  ufed  towards  engaging  Peers  to  vote 
for  a  lift  ;  and  yet  that  our  informers  may  not 
have  thought  proper  to  name  the  perfons, by  whom 
fuch  undue  methods  and  illegal  pradlices  were  ufed; 
or  may  be  unwilling  to  do  fo,  until  they  are  brought 
upon  their  examination. 

'  And,  with  refpe6t  to  the  laying  before  your 
Lordfhips  the  particular  infbances  of  the  undue 
methods  and  illegal  practices  mentioned  in  our  pe- 
tition, we  humbly  fubmit  to  your  Lordfliips,  if  an 
examination  of  this  kind  ought  to  be  confined  to 
particular  inftances  -,  fince,  from  the  nature  of  the 
thing,  it  appears  evident,  that  many  inflances  may 
come  out  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  examination,  the 
particular  circumftances  whereof  cannot  be  known 
H  h  3  *  to 
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to  your  petitioners,  and  yet  muft  appear  upon  in- 
quiry. 

*•  That,  though  the  opening  the  particulars  of  the 
fads  to  be  proved,  may  neceflarily  produce  fuch  a 
difcovery  of  evidence  before  examination,  as  is 
ufually  thought  dangerous,  even  in  courfe  of  ordi- 
nary trials,  and  may  be  much  more  fo  in  the  cafe 
of  a  Parliamentary  inquiry. 
'  Yet,  neverthelefs,  in  confequence  of  your  Lord- 
fhips  order,  as  far  as  we  are  able  from  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  we  do  humbly  acquaint  your  Lord- 
fhips,  that  we  laid  the  petition  before  you,  upon 
information,  that  the  lift  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scot- 
land,  had  been  framed  by  perfons  in  high  truft 
under  the  crown,  long  previous  to  the  eledion  it- 
felf ;  and  that  this  lift  was  fhewn  to  Peers,  as  a 
lift  approved  of  by  the  crown,  and  was  called  the 
King^s  lift^  of  which  there  was  to  be  no  variation, 
unlefs  to  make  way  for  one  or  two  particular  Peers, 
on  condition  they  Ihould  go  along  with  the  mea- 
fure. 

*  That  Peers  were  folicited  to  vote  for  this  lift,  or 
the  crown  lift^  without  the  liberty  of  making  any 
alteration. 

'  That  endeavours  were  ufed  to  engage  Peers  to 
vote  for  this  lift,  by  promife  of  penfions,  and  of- 
fices civil  and  military,  to  themfelves  and  near  re- 
lations, and  by  adtual  promife  and  oft'ers  of  fums 
of  money. 

'  That  lums  of  money  were  adually  given,  to  or 
for  the  ufe  of  fome  Peers,  to  engage  them  to  con- 
cur in  the  voting  this  lift. 

*  That  annual  penfions  were  promifed  to  be  paid 
to  Peers,  if  they  concurred  in  the  voting  this  lift  ; 
fome  of  them  to  be  on  a  regular  eftablifhment, 
and  others  to  be  paid  without  any  eftabliftiment 
at  all. 

<  That 
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'  Thar,  about  the  time  of  this  ekdion,  n-imbcrs 

*  ofpenfions,  ofHces  (of  which  fevcral  were  n!>mi- 
'  nal)  and  releafcs  of  debts  owing  to  the  crown,  wne 

*  granted  to  Peers  who  concurred  in  voting  thiihli: 
'  and  to  their  near  relations. 

'  That,  on  the  day  of  elcdion,  a  batallion  of  his 
'  Majefty's  forces  was  drawn  up  in  the  Abheycouri^ 

*  at  Edinhiirgb^    and   three   companies    of  it    were 

*  marched  from  Leitb  (a  phice  at  one  mile's  diftance) 
'  to  join  the  reft  of  the   batalhon,  and   kept  under 
'  arms  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at  nio-ht 
'  when  the  eledlion  was  ended  ;  contrary  to  cudom 

*  at  eledions,  and  without  any  caufe  or  occafion  that 
'  your  petitioners  could  forcfec,  other  than  the  over. 

*  awing  of  the  election. 

'  Thefe  inftances  of  undue  pradices  we  now  hum- 

*  bly  mention,  which  we  hope  v/ill  fatisfy  your  lord- 
'  fhips,  that  we  have  juft  reafon  to  pray  your  Lord- 
'  fiiips  to  take  this  matter  into  your  ferious  confidera- 
'  tion,  and  to  provide  fuch  a  remedy  as  may  be  ef- 
'  fedtual,  for  preferving  the  right  and  freedom  of 

*  elections  •,    fuch  right  of  eledmg  being  the  only 

*  right  that  now  remains  with  the  Peers  o^  Scotland^ 

*  in  lieu  of  a  conftant  and  hereditary  feat  in  Parlia- 

*  ment. 

Feb,  27,  <  HamiltGn  and  Brandon^  Bundonald^ 

1734*  "•  !Sneemhir^'xn^  Dover,    Marchmont^ 

'  Montrofe,  Stair. 

After  this  anfwer  v/as  read,    a  motion  was  made  Motion 
for  their  Lordfliips  to  refolve.  '  That  the  petitioners  gainft  it, 

*  had  not  complied  with  the  order  of  that  houfe  of 

*  the  2 1  It  inftant.' 

The  argument  for  thisrefolution  was  to  the  effcdl 
as  follows,   viz, 

H  h  4  *  My 
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'  My  Lords,  the  anfwer  now  read  to  us,  is,  in 
my  opinion,  altogether  as  general  and  as  obfcure 
as  the  petition  which  your  Lordfhips  want  fo  much 
to  have  explained,  and  without  which  explanation 
the  opinion  of  this  houie  feems  to  be,  that  we  can- 
not proceed  :  The  petitioners,  'tis  true,  have  in 
this  anfwer  told  us  in  general,  the  nature  of  fome 
pradices  which  are  highly  criminal,  and  which 
deferve  very  much  the  notice  of  this  houfe  •,  they 
have  indeed  told  us  the  fpecies  of  thofe  crimes, 
which  they  fuppofe  to  have  been  committed  :  but 
they  have  net  told  us  of  any  particular  crime  •,  nor 
have  they  given  us  fo  much  as  one  inftance  of  any 
particular  fadl  upon  which  they  intend  to  pro- 
ceed ;  and  as  for  the  perfons  names  fuppofed 
to  have  been  guilty  of  thofe  crimes,  they  have  not 
in  fo  far  as  1  can  find,  given  us  the  leaft  hint  of 
any  one  ;  fo  that  we  are  certainly  now  as  much  in 
the  dark,  as  when  we  made  that  order  to  which 
they  have  given  us  this  anfwer :  I  cannot  therefore 
think  that  any  of  your  Lordfhips  will  be  of  opi- 
nion, they  have  complied  with  the  order  of  this 
houfe  ;  nay,  fo  far  are  they  from  complying  with 
it,  that  they  feem  cautioufly  to  avoid  complying 
with  it,  even  fofar  as  was  in  their  power  j  for  they 
do  not  fo  much  as  fay,  that  their  informers  have 
refufed  to  name  the  perfons  guilty  ;  but  only  fay, 
that  their  informers  may,  perhaps,  be  cautious  of 
naming  any  particular  perfons,  till  they  come  to 
be  examined  at  your  Lordfhips  bar.  Surely,  my 
Lords,  if  their  informers  told  them  the  names  of 
the  perfons  that  were  guilty,  they  might,  in  com- 
pliance  with  your  Lordfhips  order,  have  given  the 
names  offuch  perfons ;  and  if  their  informers  have 
adually  refufed  to  name  any  perfons  till  they  come 
to  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  the  petitioners  might  have 
pofitively  faid  fo  :  Then,  as  to  the  regiment  that 
is  faid  to  have  been  kept  under  arms  near  the  place 
of  eledion,  the  petitioners  muft  certainly  know 

'  the 
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the  name  of  the  ofliccr  who  comnuindcd  the  regi- 
ment at  the  time  ^  and  confequentlv,  they  might 
i'urely  have  compHed  with  your  Lordfliips  order  lb 
far  as  to  give  you  the  name  of  that  oflicer,  which 
I  find  they  have  not  done  ;  and  for  that  reafon  I 
fhall  conclude  with  a  motion  fo  natural,  that  I  hope 
no  Lord  in  this  houfe  will  make  any  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  it.  ' 

*  When  your  Lordfhips  made  the  lad  order,  it 
was  certainly  your  opinion,  that  it  was  impofTible 
to  proceed  to  the  examination  of  any  witneiTes  in 
this  affair,  till  you  knew''fome  of  the  particular 
fads  about  which  the  witneffes  were  to  be  examin- 
ed, and  the  particular  perfons  againft  whom  they 
were  to  give  their  evidence.  This  mufi:  have  been 
your  opinion,  otherwife  you  would  never  have 
made  fuch  an  order:  And  now  I  appeal  to  every 
Lord  in  this  houfe,  if  from  the  petitioners  anfwer, 
now  before  us,  he  can  pretend  to  any  farther  know- 
ledge than  he  had  at  that  time,  either  as  to  the 
particular  crimes  committed,  or  as  to  the  perfons 
who  were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes  ;  therefore  I  muft 
conclude,  that  every  Lord  in  this  houfe,  who 
agreed  to  that  order,  muft  of  courfe  agree  to  the 
motion  I  am  to  make  :  Befides,  there  is  nothing, 
my  Lords,  in  which  the  honour  and  the  dignity 
of  this  houfe  is  more  concerned,  than  in  that  of 
feeing  our  own  orders  punctually  complied  with  ; 
and  as  it  cannot  be  pretended  that  the  petitioners 
have,  by  this  anfwer,  complied  in  the  lead  with 
our  laft  order,  therefore,  I  think,  I  mufl:  be  jufli- 
fied  in  moving,  that  your  Lordfhips  would  come 
to  a  refolution,  That  the  petitioners  have  not 
complied  with  your  faid  order.' 

The  anfwer  to  this  was  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

viz. 


'  My 
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Anfwer,        «  My  Lords,  when  your  Lordfhips  lafl:  order  was 

'  firft  propofed,  I  was  noc  only  of  opinion,  that  ic 

*  was  contrary  to  the  whole  fpirit  and  cenour  of  the 
'  laws  of  England^  which  do  not  allow  any  man's 
'  charadler  to  be  loaded  with  an  accufation,   unlefs 

*  by  the  oath  of  fome  perfon  or  another  5  but  I  was 

*  likewife  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  impoflible  for 

*  the  petitioners  to  comply  with  it,  and  therefore  I 
«  at  that  time  oppofed  it  :  However,  now  that  it  is 
'  become  an  order  of  this  houfe,  I  mud  admit  that 

*  it  was  a  jufl,  a  right,  and  a  proper  order  ;    and 

<  therefore,  the  only  thi'ng  we  have  now  under  our 

<  confideration,   is.    Whether  the   petitioners  have 

*  complied  with  it  or  no  ?  I  hope,  my  Lords,   it 

*  will  not  be  fuppofed  that  we  are,  by  any  order,  to 
«  require  people  to  do  what  is  impoflible ;   and  for 

*  this  reafon,  every  order  made  by  this  houfe  muft, 

<  in  the  very  nature  of  it,  imply  an  alternative:  E- 

*  very  order  we  make  mufi;  be  prefumed  to  imply, 
'  that  thofe  to  whom  it  is  directed,  fhall  either  com- 

*  ply  with  it  punctually,  or  fhew  us  that  it  is  impof- 

*  fible  for  them  to  do  fo  ;  for  furcly  neither  the  ho- 

*  nour  nor  the  dignity  of  this  houfe  can  be  engaged, 

*  to  make  any  man  perform  an  impofTibility. 

'  According  to  this  rule,   my  Lords,  let  us  exa- 

*  mine  the  anfwer  now  before  us :  By  our  order,  wc 

*  defired  the  petitioners  to  give  us  inftances  of  thofe 

*  illegal  pradices  they  complained  of  •,  and  have  not 

*  they  given  us  inftances  of  the  moft  illegal  pra6lices 
'  that  were  ever  made  ufe  of  at  any  eledion  ?  Is  noc 

*  bribery  an  inftance  of  illegal  pra(5lices  ?    And  can 

*  that  inftance  be  more  particularly  exprefled,  than 
'  they  have  exprefled  it  in  their  anfwer  ?    They  have 

*  not  only  told  us  the  fpecies  of  the  crime,  but  they 
'  have  told  us  feveral  ways  or  methods  how  it  was 

*  made  ufe  of:  They  have  told  us,  that  fome  were 

*  bribed  by  the  promife  of  offices,  fome  by  the  pro- 

*  mife  of  money  or  penfions  ;  that  fome  were  bribed 

*  by  the  actual  grant  of  penfions,  fome  by  the  ac- 

'  tual 
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tual  grant  of  offices,  and  lome  by  the  ai5lLial  grant 
of  relcafes  of  debts,  owing  by  them  to  the  crown  : 
Nay  they  have  told  us,  that  fums  of  money  were 
acflually  given  to  or  for  the  ufe  ot  fome  l*eers,  to 
engage  them  to  concur  in  the  voting  a  hfl:  of  Peers : 
Is  it  poflible,  my  Lords,  to  give  more  particuhir 
inilanccs  of  bribery,  wiihout  actually  naming  the 
perfons  who  gave,  and  the  perfons  who  received 
the  bribes  ?  But  bribery,  it  feems,  was  not  of  it- 
felf  fufficient  to  cram  this  Hll  down  the  throats  of 
fome  of  the  Peers  of  Scotland',  to  their  gifts  and 
their  promifes  they  were  forced  to  add  menaces  and 
threats:  By  calling  it  the  Kin'£s  liji^  and  by  lay- 
ing it  was  approved  by  the  crown,  what  elfe  can 
beunderflood,  than  that  they  defigned  to  liircaten 
thole  who  fhould  refufe  to  vote  for  it,  with  the 
difpleafure  of  the  crown,  and  that  they  muft  ex- 
ped:  to  be  turned  out  of  any  office  or  employment 
they  enjoyed  under  the  crown  ?  Nay,  the  petiti- 
oners go  farther,  they  tell  us,  that  not  only  his 
Majerty's  name,  but  his  Majefty's  troops  were 
made  ufe  of,  to  terrify  thofe  whom  money  or  pro- 
mifes could  not  corrupt.  Without  giving  us  the 
names  of  the  perfons  by  whom,  and  to  whom  thofe 
expreffions  were  made  ufe  of;  without  giving  us  the 
name  of  that  perfon  from  whom  thofe  orders  to  his 
Maiefty's  troops  originally  flowed,  it  is  impoffible 
to  defcribe  thofe  inllances  of  menaces  and  threats, 
more  particularly  than  chey  are  defcribed  in  the  an- 
fwer  now  before  us ;  and  therefore  there  is  not  the 
leaft  pretence  to  lay,  that  the  petitioners  have  not 
fully  complied  with  this  part  ot  your  Lordffiips 
order. 

'  Now,  my  Lords,  with  refpedt  to  the  other  part 
of  your  Lordfhips  order,  by  which  the  petitioners 
are  defired  to  give  us  the  names  of  the  perfons  that 
were  guilty  of  thofe  crimes;  this  indeed  they  have 
not  complied  with -,  but  for  what  reafon  ?  Becaufe 
it  is  impoffible.    They  do  not  fay,  that  from  their 

'  own 
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own   knowledge  they  know  any  of  thofe  illegal 
pra6lices;  they  do  not  (o  much  as  infinuate,  that 
any  man  attempted  to  bribe  or  to  frighten  either 
of  them  :   No,   my  Lords,  all  the  knowledge  they 
have,  is,  by  information  •,  and  they  exprefly  cell  us, 
that  were  they  to  a61:  both  as  accufers  and  witnef- 
fesjit  would  be  impolTible  for  them  to  inform  your 
Lordfhips  v/ho  were  the  perfons  guilty ;    and  far- 
ther befides  the  credit  which  is  due  to  their  charac 
ters,   they  give  us  a  moft  convincing  reafon  for  the 
impoffibilicy  they  labour  under  in  this  refpedl,  they 
tell  us,  that  their  informers  may  be  unwilling  to 
name  the  perfons  guilty,  until  they  are  brought 
upon  their  examination  ;  and  this,  my  Lords,  e- 
very  one  of  your  Lordfhips  mud  agree  to  be  very 
probable,  nay,  to  be  certain,  becaufe  of  the  great 
danger  that  attends  the  mentioning  of  any  perfon's 
name  upon  fuch  an  occafion.  As  to  the  officer  that 
commanded  the  regiment,  kept  under  arms  during 
the  time  of  that  eledion,  I  do  not  doubt  but  the 
petitioners  may  know  his  name ;  but  I  am  furprif- 
cd  to  hear  any  Lord  fay,  that  the  petitioners  ought 
to  have  named  him  in  their  anfwer  to  your  Lord- 
fhips order,  becaufe  he  was  nor,  nor  could  be  the 
perfon  guilty  •,    he  muft  have  been  but  an  inferior 
officer,  and  therefore  muft  have  had  orders  from  a 
fuperior  for  what  he  did  :    The  fuperior,  the  fu- 
preme,  I  mean,  my  Lords,  the  perfon  from  whom 
thofe  orders  originally  flowed,   is  the  only  perfon 
guilty,  and  the  only  perfon  your  Lordfhips  are  to 
inquire  after  ;   all  under  him  are  obliged  to  obey 
their  orders,   under  the  pain  of  mutiny,    which  is 
immediate  death  ;  and  therefore  they  cannot  be  the 
perfons  guilty  ;  fo  that  it  would  have  been  ridicu- 
lous in  the  petitioners,   to  hav^e  nimed  the  officer 
who  commanded  the  regiment,  as  the  perfon  guil- 
ty of  any  illegal  pra6lice  -,  and  the  other,  the  peti- 
tioners cannot  know  :  but,  my  Lords,  by  examin- 
ing that  officer,  and  perhaps  fome  others,  at  your 

*  Lordfhips 
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'  Lordihipsbar,  you  will  at  1  aft  find  out  the  perfon, 
'  properly  chargeable  as  the  criminal  in  this  refpedt 
'  I  fay  criminal,  my  Lords  ;  for  it  has  always  been 
'  held  highly  criminal,  to  leave  any  regular  forces 
'  in  any  town  where  an  eledion  is  to  be  *,  and  cer- 

*  tainly  it  muft  be  much  more  criminal,    to  march 

*  them  into  fuch  a  town,  and  to  give  them  orders 
'  to  ftand  to  their  arms,  as  if  they  were  ready  to  cut 
'  the  throats  of  all  thofe,  whoHiould  dare  to  oppofe 
'  the  perfonsthat  gave  them  their  orders:    Thus,  I 

*  think  it  is  evident,  that  with  the  firft  part  of  your 
'  Lordlhips  order  the  petitioners  have  fully  compli- 
'  ed  i  and  with  the  latter  part,  they  have  not  only 
'  declared,  but  have  ihewn,  in  the  moft  convincing 
'  manner,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  them  to  comply  ; 
'  and  therefore  there  cannot  be  the  lead  foundation, 
'  for  the  refolution  the  noble  Lord  has  been  pleafed 

*  to  move  for, 

'  There  may  be,   and  I  hope,  my  Lords,   there    , 
'  are  many  Lords  in  this  houfe,  who  might  think, 
'  that  your  Lordfhips  could  not  well  proceed  to  an 
'   inquiry  into  this  affair,  without  fome  farther  lights 
'  than  you  had  by  the  petition  ;  and  may  now  think 

*  that  you  have  had  lights  fufficient  to  proceed  to  an 
'  inquiry,  by  which  thofe  dark  fcenes  of  iniquity 
'  may  perhaps  be  opened  fully  to  view.  The  three 
'  queftions  which  naturally  occur,  when  an  inquiry 
'  is  propofed,  may  now  be  eafily  anfwered:  Can  it 
'  be  doubted  but  that  the  pradices,  of  which  the 
*-  petitioners  have  given  us  fo  many  inftances,  are  il- 

*  legal  P  Can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  they  can  be  either 
'  punifhed  or  prevented  by  any  inferior  court  ?  Is  it 
'  not  admitted  of  all  fides,  that  they  are  fuch  as 
'  highly  deferve  the  notice  of  this  houfe?  As  to  the 

*  firil  and  third  queitions,    therefore,    none  of  your 

*  Lordlhips  feem  to  make  any  doubt ;  then  as  to  the 

*  fecond.     Whether  they  are  fuch  pradices  as  may 

*  be  prefumed  to  have  been  comniitted  ?    I  am  for- 

*  ry,  my  Lords,  to  fay,   that  the  prefumption  is,  in 

'  my 
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my  opinion,  but  too  ftrong.  Befides  the  charaders 
of  the  noble  Lords  the  petitioners,  who  are  well 
known,  and  I  hope  well  refpeded  by  mod  of  your 
Lordfhips,  have  we  not  a  general  clamour  againll 
fuch  pradices?  And  when  I  confider  the  great 
qualifications,  and  more  efpecially  thejuft,  the  ge- 
nerous, and  the  prudent  conduct  of  fome  of  the 
petitioners,  who  had  the  honour  to  be  members  of 
this  houfe  in  lafh  Parliament  •,  the  great  number  of 
votes  they  had  in  their  favour,  at  the  eledion  for 
that  Parliament;  andthefmall  numberof  votes  they 
had  in  their  favour  at  laft  eledion  *,  I  mud  fay,  I  am 
afraid  there  is  too  much  ground  for  this  general 
clamour,  too  folid  a  foundation  for  this  particular 
complaint ;  fo  that  as  to  the  fecond  queftion,  there 
can  be,  in  my  opinion,  as  little  doubt  as  in  cither 
of  the  other  tv/o. 

'  Another  argument,  my  Lords,  which  feemed 
to  make  fome  of  your  Lordfhips  willing  to  agree 
to  the  order  then  propofed,  was,  that  without  fome 
farther  lights  into  this  affair,  the  proper  queftion 
could  not  be  put  to  the  witnefles  to  be  examined 
at  your  bar  :  But  can  any  Lord  now  fay,  that  we 
are  not  fully  inftruded  by  the  anfwer  now  before 
us,  for  putting  the  proper  queftions  to  every  wic- 
nefs  that  can  be  brought  to  our  bar,  upon  an  in- 
quiry into  this  affair  ?  The  particular  interrogato- 
ries, both  as  to  bribery  and  threats,  and  likewife 
as  to  the  regiment,  which  feems  to  have  been  made 
ufe  of,  with  an  intention  to  over-awe  this  eledion, 
arife  fo  naturally  from  the  anfwer  before  us,  that 
we  may  get  at  the  bottom  of  this  affair,  without 
any  farther  information :  But,  befides,  though  the 
petitioners  have  not  now  the  honour  to  be  mem- 
bers of  this  houfe,  yet  furely  they  will  be  allowed, 
and  by  this  petition  they  appear  to  be  ready  and 
willing,  to  give  every  Lord  of  this  houfe  as  much 
affiftance  as  they  can,  in  putting  the  proper  que- 
ftions to  each  witnefs,  fo  as  to  enable  us  to  draw 

*  from 
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'  from  every  witnefs  the  wholeof  what  hcmay  know, 
'  about  the  illegal  pradiccs  made  ufe  of  at  lall:  elec- 
'  tion.     From  all  which  it  is  probable,  nay,  I  thinic 

*  it  is  CO  be  expected,  that  there  are  many  Lords  in 
'  this  hoLife  who  were  for  the  order  propofed,  but 
'  will  now  be  for  proceeding  diredly  to  an  inquiry 
'  into  this  affair,  and  confequently  muft  be  againft 
'  the  motion  now  propofed. 

'  My  Lords,  notwithdanding  I  have,  I   think, 

*  clearly  fliewn,  that  the  petitioners  have  fully  com- 
'  plied  with  your  Lordfhips  order,  in  fo  far  as  it  was 
'  pofTible  for  them  to  comply  with  the  fame  *,  yet  I 
'  fhould  be  very  eafy  about  the  event  of  this  motion, 

*  if  I  did  not  fuped  that  it  was  to  be  followed  by 

*  another,  which  will,  I  am  afraid,  put  an  end  to 
'  this  affair  •,    and  therefore  I  hope  the  noble  Lord 

*  will  be  fo  ingenuous  as  to  ftand  up,  and  declare 

*  what  he  intends  by  the  motion  he  has  been  pleafed 
'  to  make  ;  for  though  the  petitioners  do  not  intend, 
'  or  fhould  abfolutely  refufe  to  fet  themfelves  upas 
'  accufers,  yet  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  are  not,   for 

*  that  reafon,  to  drop  an  affair,  in  which  the  honour 
'  and  the  dignity  of  this  houfe,  in  which  the  very 
'  being  of  our  conflitution  are  all  fo  deeply  concern- 
'  ed.  When  this  affair  came  firft  before  us,  it  was 
'  Hiid,  it  ought  to  be  looked  on  as  a  caufe,  and  that 
'  therefore  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  confidered  as 

*  the  plaintiffs,  and  ought  to  name  thofe  they  de- 

*  figned  to  make  defendants ;  but  if  it  were  to  be 

*  confidered  as  a  caufe,  we  are  not,  in  my  opinion, 

*  to  look  on  the  petitioners  as  plaintiffs,  nor  upon 
'  any  particular  perfons   as   defendants.     It   is  my 

*  Lords,  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  the  liberties  of 

*  the  people,  and  our  happy  conftitution,  that  are 

*  to  be  looked  on  as  the  plaintiffs,  and  bribery  and 
'  corruption  are  the  defendants:  Thefe,  my  Lords, 

*  are  properly  the  parties  to  this  caufe,  if  the  afi'air 

*  now  before  us  were  to  be  looked  on  as  fuch  ; 
'  but  it  ought  not,  in  any  fliape,  to  be  confider- 

'  ed 
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'  ed  as  a  cauft  -,  it  is  to  be  confidered  only  as  an 
'  inquiry,  which  fome  of  the  beil  and  greateft  of 

*  his  Majcfty's  fubjeds  have  earneftly  petitioned 
'  for,    which  the  nation  calls  aloud  for,  and  which 

*  the  honour  of  this  houfe  mod  peremptorily  re- 

*  quires. 

*  It  is  certain,   my  Lords,  it  is  evident  from  the 

*  records  of  both  houfes  of  Parliament,   that  inqui- 

*  ries  have  been  often  fet  up,  without  naming  any 

<  perfons  whole  condu6l  or  crimes  were  to  be  inqui- 
«  red  into.     Even  but  a  few  felllons  ago,  there  was 

<  an  inquiry  fet  up  in  this  houfc,  and  witnefTes  exa- 

*  mined  at  the  bar  of  this  houfe,  without  naming 
«  any  perfon  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  con- 
«  cerned  in  the  affair  then  inquired  into-,  I  mean,  my 

*  Lords,  the  affair  of  the  Sciith-fea  company,  in  re- 
«  lation  to  the  difpofal  of  their  diredors  eilates :  Ic 

*  is  true,  that  inquiry  was  objeded  to  and  oppofed, 

*  as  I  believe  all  inquiries  will  for  ever  be-,    but  the 

*  reafons  for  oppofing  that  inquiry,  were  not  be- 
«  caufe  no  particular   perfon  was  named,  nor  any 

*  particular  inltance  of  fraud  given  ;  no,  my  Lords, 

*  the  only  objeClion  againd  that  inquiry,  was,  that 

*  there  were  no  petitioners  before  us  :     it  was  faid, 

<  that  we  ought  not  to  inquire  into  that  affiiir,  be- 
'  caufe  none  of  the  proprietors  of   the  South-fia  ftock, 

*  none  of  the  perfons  concerned,  had  complained  of 
t  any  frauds  or  undue  praclices.    In  the  prefent  cafe, 

*  this  objedion  cannot  be  made  ;   we  have  now  a  pe-  ^ 
'  tition  before  us,   we  have  perfons  complaining  of 

*  undue  pradices,    who  are  highly  interefted  in  the 

*  complaint  5  but  now  it  is  faid,  we  muft  not  inquire 

<  into  this  affair,  becaufe  none  of  the  pradices  are 
'  particularly  mentioned,  becaufe  none  of  the  perfons 

*  guilty  are  particularly  named  :  Thus,  my  Lords, 
'  will  fome  obje6tion  be  always  found,  to  our  enter- 
*•  ing  upon  an  inquiry  into  any  fraudulent  or  crimi- 
'  nal  pradices,  let  the  interelt  and  fafety  of  the  na- 

'  tion. 
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'  cion,  or  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  houfe  be 
'  ever  fo  much  concerned. 
*  If  a  coroner,    my   Lords,    fliould  be  informed 

*  that  a  perfon  had  been  murdered,  the  body  buri- 
^  cd,  ahd  the  murder  concealed  ;  but  that  if  he 
'«  would  examine  fuch  witnefles  as  his  informers 
'  fhould  dired:  him  to,  the  murder  might  be  difco- 
'  vered,  and  the  perfons  guilty  apprehended,  and 
'  brought  to  condign  punifhment ;  furely  the  coro- 
^  ner  would  be  very  deficient  in  his  duty,  if  he  fhould 
'  negledt  or  refufe  inquiring  into  the  affair,  becaufe 
'  his  informers  could  not,  or  perhaps  would  not,  de- 
'  clare  to  him  the  perfons  guilty,  and  the  particular 
'  manner  in  which  the  murder  was  committed  : 
'  Surely,  my  Lords,  if  his  informers  were  men  of 
'  any  charadler  or  credit,  if  they  were  perfons  upon 
<  whofe  information  he  could  have  the  lead  depend- 

*  ence,  he  would  immediately  order  the  body  to  be 
'  taken  up  and  examined,  and  would  examine  in  the 

*  ftridteft  manner  every  witnefs  his  informer  could 
'  dired  him  to.  The  cafe  before  us  is  the  very  fame : 
'  If  your  Lordfhips  can  have  any  dependence  upon 

*  the  character  or  credit  of  the  petitioners,  you  mufl 

*  fufpedl,  that  a  mod  horrid  murder  has  been  com- 
'  mitted  :    An   eledion   there  has  certainly  been, 

*  whether  it  was  a  fair  and  natural  ele(5lion,  your 
'  Lordfhips  are  to  inquire  ;  for  if  it  was  carried  on 
'  by  undue  methods  and  illegal  practices,   the  right 

*  of  the  Peerage  o^  Scotland  has  been  murdered,  our 

*  conflitution  has  got,  I  am  afraid,  a  mortal  flab  - 
'  I  am  perfuaded  none  of  your  Lordfhips  are  of  opi- 

*  nion,  that  the  petitioners  are  perfons  whofe  infor- 

*  mation  is  not  in  the  leaft  to  be  depended  on  ;  and 

*  in  fuch  a  cafe,  upon  fuch  an  information,  will 
'  your  Lordfhips  refufe  to  make  any  inquiry,   be- 

*  caufe  they  cannot  inform  you  of  the  particular  per- 

*  fons  concerned  in  this  murder,  and  of  all  the  par- 

*  ticular  circumflances  how  it  was  committed  ?  For 

*  God's  fake,  my  Lords,  confider  what  an  injury 
"  Vol.  XII  I  i  '  will 
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'  will  be  done,  by  fucha  refufal,  to  the  nation  in  ge- 
'  neral  -,  what  a  public  llur  will  be  thrown  upon  the 
'  honour  of  this  houfe,  and  upon  the  juilice  of  our 
'  proceedings. 

'  In  fhorc,  my  Lords,  the  honour  of  this  houfe, 

*  as  well  as  the  independency  of  Parliament,  is,  in 
'  my  opinion,  fo  much  concerned  in  the  affair  now 
'  before  us,  the  complaint  is  fo  well  fupported,  the 
'  grievance  fo  fully  and  fo  particularly  fet  forth,  and 
^  a  redrefs  fo  loudly  and  fo  generally,  as  well  aspar- 
'  ticularly  called  for,  that  if  we  do  not  inquire  ftridl- 
••  ly  into  this  affliir,  I  fhall  hardly  expedl  that  this 
'  houfe  will  ever  for  the  future  inquire  into  the  com- 
'  plaints  of  any  fubjedl,  or  of  any  number  of  fub- 
'  jeds  ;  and  if  the  other  houfe  follow  the  example  of 

*  this,  where  then  fhall  the  fubjeds  go  to  complain  ? 
'  No  where  can  they  go,  my  Lords,  but  to  the 
'  foot  of  the  throne,  which  they  cannot  approach, 
'  but  when  the  m.inifters  pleafe  to  give  them  leave ; 
'  and  then,  I  am  fure  it  muft  be  granted,  that  the 
'  fubjeds  of  this  once  happy  and  free  nation,  will 

*  be  reduced  to  the  fame  ftate  with  the  fubjeds  of 
'  the  mod  ablblute,  the  mod  flavifh  monarchy  on 
'  earth.' 

To  this  It  was  replied  as  follows,  viz, 

*  My  Lords,  by  the  motion  which  the  noble 
'  Lord  was  pleafed  to  make  to  us,  I  mud  think, 
'  that  the  only  queftion  now  before  us  is.  Whether 
'  the  petitioners  have  complied  with  the  lad  order 
'  of  this  houfe,  or  no?  If  they  have,  your  Lord- 
«  (hips  mud  difagree  to  the  refolution  propofed  ;  if 
'  they  have  not,  you  cannot  avoid  agreeing  to  it. 

*  This  is  the  only  quedion  now  in  hand,  and  there- 
'  fore  I  mud  think  it  very  irregular,  to  lanch  out 

^  intoother  matters,  but  dill  more  irregular,  to  bring 

*  any  arguments  which  may  feem  to   impeach  the 

*  judice  or  the  property  of  an  order  already  agreed 

'  to. 
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'  to.     Now,  my  Lords,  as  to  thequeftion.     I  have 

*  read,  I  have  thoroughly  confidered,  both  your 
'  Lordfhips  order,  and  the  anfwer  now  before  us, 
'  and  I  muft  really  be  of  opinion,  that  thepetitioners 

*  have  not  complied  with  any  one  part  of  your 
'  Lordlhips  order  :  By  that  order,  they  are  defired 

*  to  give  us  inftances  of  the  illegal  pradtices  com- 

*  plained  of  -,  and  in  anfwer  to  this  they  tell  us,  that 
'  fome  were  bribed  with  ready  money,  fome  with 

*  offices,  or  with  releafes  of  debts,  due  by  them  to 

*  the  crown,  and  fome  with  promifes  ;  and  they  feeni 
'  to  infinuate,   that  others  might  be  terrified,    by 

*  calling  the  lift  propofed  to  them,    the  King's  lift  ; 

*  or  by  the  regiment  that  was  drav/n  up  near  the 
'  place  of  election:  Is  there  in  all  this  one  particular 
'  inftance?  Is  there  any  thing,  but  what  every  Lord 
'  in  this  houfe  muft  have  known  before  he  faw  this 
^  anfwer?  Surely,  if  any  illegal  pradlices  are  made 
'  ufe  of,  for  influencing  any  eledion,  thofe  pradlices 
'  muft  confift  either  in  bribing  or  threatening  the 
'  eledors;  they  can  confift  in  nothing  elfe  ;  and  I 
'  muft  think  that  your  Lordftiips  intended,  by  that 
'  order,  to  be  informed  of  fomething  more  than  you 
'  knew,  when  that  order  was  made  :  You  certainly 

*  did  ;    and   as   the  petitioners  have  given  you  no 

*  farther  knowledge  or  information,  it  cannot  furely 
'  be  faid,  that  they  have  complied  with  that  part  of 
'  your  Lorddiips  order. 

'  It  may  perhaps  be  impofllblefor  the  petitioners 
'  to  give  us  any  particular  inftances  of  bribery,  or 
'  of  menaces,  without  naming  theperfons  who  gave, 
'  or  the  perfons  who  received  the  bribes  ;  withouc 
'  naming  the  perfons  who  threatened,  or  the  perfons 
'  who  were  threatened  •,  but,  my  Lords,   is  not  this 

■  the  very  reafon   why  you  joined   the   two  in  one 

■  order  ?    You  were  fenfible,  that  particular  inftances 
could  not  be  given,  without  naming  the  perlons  ; 

'  and  therefore,  that  the  petitioners  might  not  mif- 
■'  Cake  your  meaning,  you  ordered  them  to  give  you 

1  i  2  *  the 
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the  perfons  names,  as  well  as  the  inftances ;  and 
if  it  be  impofTible  for  them  to  give  any  perfon's 
name,  it  is  certainly  equally  impofTible  for  them 
to  give  you  any  inftances  either  of  bribery  or 
threatening  ;  but  this  being  contrary  to  what  they 
have  told  you  in  their  petition,  I  muft  therefore 
conclude,  that  they  know  fome  of  the  perfon's 
names,  but  refufe  to  comply  with  yourLordfliip's 
order  in  that  refpedt ;  and  indeed,  they  have  taken 
care,  not  to  affirm  pofitively  in  any  part  of  the 
anfwer  now  before  us,  that  they  do  not  know  any 
of  the  perfons  names  ;  for  when  they  fay,  that 
were  they  to  ad  both  as  accufers  and  witnefles,  k 
would  be  impofTible  for  them  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fliips,  who  were  the  perfons,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
this  examination,  and  from  the  teftimony  of  fu- 
ture evidences,  may  appear  to  have  been  concern- 
ed in  the  abovementioned  pra6lices ;  it  cannot  be 
prefumed,  that  they  mean  to  fay  more  than  that 
they  do  not  know  all  the  perfons  that,  by  fuch  ex- 
amination, may  appear  to  have  been  concerned  j 
but  ftill  they  may  know  fome  of  the  perfons,  they 
muft  knov/  fome  of  them,  otherwife  they  could 
not  have  faid  in  their  petition,  that  they  were 
ready  to  lay  inftances  of  illegal  pradices  before 
this  houfe  •,  and  therefore,  it  cannot  be  faid,  that 
they  have  complied  with  your  Lordfhip's  order, 
fo  far  as  was  pofTible  for  them  to  comply  with  the 
fame. 

'  I  fhall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  it  is  not  legal  ta 
leave  any  regular  troops  in  a  place  where  aa 
eledion  is  to  be,  or  to  march  any  troops  to  fuch  a 
place,  at  the  time  of  an  eledlion,  unlefs  there  ap- 
pear fome  very  good  reafon  for  fo  doing:  But  if 
tumults  and  riots  fliould  happen,  or  if  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  the  place  fhould  receive  certain  informa- 
tion, that  fome  fuch  were  intended,  they  might 
certainly  call  in  his  Majefty's  troops,  for  the  pre- 
ftrvation  and  quiet  of  his  Majefty's  fubjecls  5  and 
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*  if  any   inquiry    (hould   be  made  into  this  affair, 

*  which  upon  this  very  account,  I  wifli  there  may, 

*  it  will  be  made  appear,  chat  there  was  very  good 

*  reafon,  for  having  that  regiment  near  the  place  of 

*  eledlion,  and  that  whatever  they  did,  was  done  by 

*  a  proper  and  a  legal  order:  But  if  it  were  other- 
'  wife,  if  there  was  any   thing  illegal  done  by  the 

*  regiment,  the  officer  who  commanded  that  rcg'- 
'  ment  at  the  time,  is  the  firfl:  perfon  to  anfwcr  for 
'  it,  and  muft  be  prefumed  guilty,  till  he  can  clear 

*  himfelf,  by  fhewing  that  he  had  orders  from  a  fu- 
'  perior  officer  for  what  he  did,  and  fuch  orders  too 

*  as  he  could  not  difcover  to  be  illegal ;  for  if  the 
'  orders  (hould,  upon  the  very  face  of  them,  appear 

*  to  be  contrary  to  law,  I  do  not  think  fuch  orders 

*  would  juftify  the  officer  who  obeyed  them  :  The 

*  petitioners  therefore,  ought  certainly  to  have  named 
'  the  officer  who  commanded  that  regiment,  as  one 

*  of  the  perfons  guilty  of  the  illegal  practices  they 
'  complain  of;  and  that  it  was  in  their  power  to  do 
'  this,  is,  I  think,  acknowledged  of  all  fides.  From 
'  all  which  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  evident,  that  the 
'  petitioners  have  not  in  any  refpedt,  complied  with 

*  your  Lordfhips  order;  and  therefore  you  mud 
'  certainly  agree  with  the  noble  Lord,  in  the  refo- 
'  lution  he  has  been  pleafed  to  propofe. 

'  But  nowi  my  Lords,  as  fome  things  have  been 
'  thrown  out,  even  in  this  debate,  againft  the  order 
'  agreed  to  by  this  houfe,  I  hope  your  Lordffiips 
'  will  give  me  leave  to  add  a  few  words  in  vindica- 
'  tion  of  your  order.  I  ffiall  agree  with  the  noble 
'  Lord,  that,  by  our  law,  no  man  is  to  be  loaded 
'  with  what  is  properly  called  an  accufation,  without 
^.  the  oath  of  fome  witnefs ;  but  then,  before  that 
^  accufation,  which  at  common  law  is  called  an  in- 
'  didment,  can  be  drawn  up ;  before  any  witnefs 
^  can  be  examined,  the  perfon's  name,  and  likewife 
'  the  particular  crime  with  which  he  is  charged,  muft 
5  be  made  known  to  the  court,  or  to  fome  perfon 
I  i  3  *  belong- 
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belonging  to  the  court,  and  intruded  by  the  court 
for  that  purpofe  ;  upon  this  information,  the  in- 
didtment  is  formed,  and  the  witnefles  are  examin- 
ed before  the  grand  jury,  in  order  to  their  finding 
the  bill:  This  is  the  courfe  at  common  law,  and 
this  is  a  method,  which  ought  to  be  followed  in  all 
courts,  and  in  all  cafes  relating  to  the  punifhmenc 
of  crimes.  This  is  the  very  method  which  this 
houfenow  defires  to  follow  ;  we  only  want  fuch  an 
information,  as  may  enable  us  to  form  or  draw  up 
an  accufation,  and  then  we  are  to  examine  wit- 
nefifes,  to  fee  if  there  is  any  ground  for  the  accufa- 
tion, to  fee  if  there  is  any  reafon  for  proceeding 
farther  in  the  profecution. 

'  With  refped  to  inquiries  into  crimes  or  mifde^ 
meanors,  either  before  this  houfe  or  the  other,  I 
do  not,  my  Lords,  remember  to  have  heard,  that 
there  was  ever  any  fuch  inquiry  fet  up  in  either 
houfe,  unlefs  where  the  perfons  were  named,  and 
the  pradices  particularly  fet  forth,  by  thofe  who 
defired  the  inquiry  ;  or  that  both  were  fo  particu- 
larly defcribed,  that  every  member  might  eafily  and 
certainly  judge,  who  were  the  perfons  pointed  at, 
and  what  were  the  crimes  they  were  to  be  accufed 
of;  I  have  often  heard  it  faid  that  comparifons  go 
upon  all  four,  but  the  comparifon  made  between 
the  inquiry  now  propofed,  and  the  inquiry  lately 
made,  relating  to  the  S 0 u tb-fe a  comp^iny,  is  a  com- 
parifon, which  is  fo  far  from  going  upon  all  four, 
that  it  has  not  fo  much  as  one  leg  to  put  to  the 
'  ground.     In  the  South-fea  inquiry,  the  difpofal  of 
the  eftates  of  thofe  who  were  the  dire6lors  of  that 
'  company  in  the  year  1720,  was  a  fadt  particularly 
'  mentioned,  and  the  fa6l  propofed  to  be  inquired 
'  into  :   and  as  that  money  was  under  the  manage- 
'  ment,   and  mud  have  been  difpofed  of  by  thofe 

•  who  were  afterwards  diredlors  of  that  company, 

•  if  any  frauds  had  been  committed  in  the  difpofal 
\  of  that  money,  they  were  the  only  perfons  that 

'  could 


A.  i7lS'         DEBATES. 

could  be  guilty,  the  only  per  Tons  that  ctjIcI  h:  pro- 
fecuted,  and  their  names  were  well  known  ;  i^o 
that  in  that  cafe,  the  names  of  the  perfons  were 
known,  and  the  particular  inftance,  the  particular 
fa6l  to  be  inquired  into,  was  mentioned  in  the  very 
refolution  of  this  houfe  ;  and  in  that  cafe  it  hap- 
pened, that  after  we  had  given  the  South-fea  com- 
pany a  great  deal  of  trouble,  after  we  had  given 
feveral  private  gentlemen  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
we  at  laft  found  we  had  proceeded  to  an  inquiry 
a  little  too  rafhly,  and  without  any  foliJ  grounds ; 
which  I  am  convinced,  would  be  the  event  of  the 
inquiry  now  propofed,  if  we  fhould  enter  upon  it 
without  any  farther  information  than  we  have  at 
prefent. 

'  With  refpe6l,  my  Lords,  to  what  has  been  faid 
about  the  duty  of  a  coroner,  I  mud  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  if  perfons  of  the  befl:  chara6ler  (lioald 
come  and  inform  him,  that  a  murder  had  been 
committed,  the  body  buried,  and  the  murder  con* 
cealed,  and  yet  fhould  refufe  to  give  him  the  lead 
hint  of  the  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  guilty  -,  or  the 
lead  circumdance,  by  which  the  coroner  could 
judge  of  the  grounds  of  their  fufpicion  ;  I  fiy, 
my  Lords,  that  if  a  coroner  fhould,  upon  fuch  a 
general  information,  order  the  body  to  be  taken 
up  and  give  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  de- 
ceafed  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  he  would  be  very 
much  blamed  -,  and  would  have  great  reafon  to  be 
adiamed  of  his  weaknefsand  credulity  ;  if  at  lad  ic 
fhould  appear,  that  the  deceafed  had  died  a  fair  and 
a  natural  death  :  Nay,  even  tho'  his  informers  had 
told  him  in  general,  that  they  had  heard  the  de- 
ceafed was  certainly  murdered  by  poifon,  without 
telling  him  by  whom,  at  what  time,  or  in  what 
manner  adminidered,  fuch  a  general  circumdance 
would  no  way  excufe  the  coroner's  officious  in- 
quiry. 

114  *  If 
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*  If  it  were  pofTible,  my  Lords,  to  judge,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  of  the  truth  of  fads,  without  know- 
ing the  names  of  the  perfons  faid  to  have  been  con- 
cerned in  thofe  fads ;  then  the  latter  part  of  your 
Lordfhips  order  would  have  been  ufelefs,  and  con- 
fequently,  would  in  fo  far  have  been  improper ; 
but  in  the  cafe  before  us,  without  knowing  the  per- 
fons names,  faid  to  have  been  concerned  in  the 
pradices  complained  of,  it  is  impoITible  for  us, 
upon  our  own  judgment,  to  determine,  whether  we 
have  any  ground  to  prefume  that  thofe  fads  were 
really  committed,  becaufe  it  is  upon  the  charaders 
and  circumftances  of  the  perfons  faid  to  be  con- 
cerned, that  our  judgment  mufl  in  this  cafe  prin- 
cipally depend  ;  and  I  am  fure,  without  a  ftrong 
prefumption  of  the  truth  of  the  fads  complained 
of,  it  would  be  wrong  in  us  to  enter  into  an  in- 
quiry :  This  I  take  to  be  the  true  reafon,  why  we 
defired  to  have  the  perfons  names,  why  we  agreed 
to  that  order  as  it  now  ftands  y  and  therefore  I 
cannot  fee  how  any  Lord  who  was  for  that  order, 
can  be  for  our  proceeding  to  an  inquiry  into  this 
affair,  till  that  order  be  fully  complied  with. 

*  There  is  no  man,  my  Lords,  can  have  a  greater 
regard  for  the  noble  Lords  petitioners,  than  I 
have  ;  no  man  can  have  a  greater  regard  for  their 
opinion,  as  to  the  veracity  or  the  probability  of 
what  they  relate,  than  J  fliall  have  upon  this  and 
every  other  occafion  -,  but  I  hope  they  will  excufe 
me,  for  not  allowing  my  behaviour  in  this  houfe  to 
be  direded  by  their  opinion  :  If  they  have  a  mind 
that  I  fhould  be  of  their  opinion,  if  they  have  a 
mind  that  I  fhould  believe  the  fads  they  relate, 
as  their  relation  does  not  proceed  from  their  own 
knowledge,  they  mull  give  me  the  particular  rea- 
fons,  they  muft  give  me  the  particular  circum- 
ftances, upon  which  they  have  founded  their  opi- 
nion, as  to  the  truth  or  probability  of  what  they 
relate  5  then,  and  not  till  then,  I  Ihall  be  able  to 

*  forn^ 
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*  form   Ibme  opinion    of  my  own ;    and  till  1  can 

*  form  an  opinion  of  my  own,  till  I  can  convince 

*  myfelf,    that  there  is  at  leafc  a  high  probability 

*  that  fome  illegal  pra(5>ices  were  made  ufe  of  ac 

*  the  late  eleflion  of  Peers  for  Scotland^  I  cannot 
'  agree  to  our  entering  upon  an  inquiry  into  that 
'  affair. 

'  I  hope,    my  Lord?,  I  have  as  great  a  regard 
^  for  the   honour  of  this  houfe,    as  any  Lord  can 

*  have  ;  bur  for  this  very  reafon,  I  cannot  yet  agree 
'  to  any  inquiry  into  this  affair  :  I  think  it  inconfiltenc 
'  with  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  to  enter 

*  rafhly   into  any  meafure;    I  think  it  inconfiftent 

*  with  that  regard  we  ought  to   have  for  the  eafe 

*  and  tranquility  of  the  lubjedl,  to  enter  into  a  fo- 

*  lemn  inquiry  into  fuppofed  crimes,  without  very 
^^  *  fufficient  grounds  to  fufpedl,  that  fome  fuch  were 
1^^  really  committed  ;  for  by  all  fuch  inquiries,  fome 

^^^articular  men  muft  be  put  to  great  trouble  and 
'  expence,  and  by  raifing  a  general  ferment,    the 

*  tranquility  of  the  whole  nation  will  be  difturbed. 

*  I  likewife  hope,  my  Lords,  I  have  as  great  a  ve- 

*  neri^tion  for  the   independency  of    Parliament  as 

*  any  man  ;    but  as  we  ought  to  be  independent  of 

*  the  crown  or  the  minifters,  fo  we  ought  not  to 
'  depend  upon  the  opinion  of  any  number  of  fub- 
'  jedlsjttor  ought  we  to  depend  upon  vulgar  rumours, 
'  or  general  clamours:  I  do  not  know,  that  there 

*  is  in  the  prefent  cafe,   any  general  clamour  for  an 

*  inquiry,  at  lead  I  have  never  heard  of  any  fuch  ; 

*  but   if  there  were,  we  are  not  for  that  reafon  to 

*  proceed  to  an  inquiry  :  No,  my  Lords,  we  ought 

*  coolly  to  examine  the  grounds,  the  foundations  of 
'  that  clamour,  and  if  we  find  it  has  been  artfully 

*  raifed,  without  any  folid  foundation,  we  ought  to 

*  defpifcif,  for  if  negleded  and  contemned,  it  will 

*  fmk,  it  will  evanifliof  courfe.  1  beg  pardon,  for 

*  taking  up  fo  much  of  your  Lordfhips  time,  about 

*  what  I  really  think  is  not  the  queffion  before  us  at 

*  prefent  j 
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prefent  ;  but  I  have  fo  great  a  regard  for  the  ho- 
nour of  this  houfe,  that  I  thought  myfelf  obliged 
to  fay  fomething  by  way  of  reply,  in  vindication 
of  an  order  of  this  houfe,  fo  folemnly  agreed  to  ; 
and  therefore  I  hope  your  Lordfhips  will  excufe 


me.' 


Queftion.  The  Queftion  was  then  put  for  a  refolution,  ac- 
cording to  the  motion  above-mentioned,  which  was 
agreed  to  upon  a  divifion,  by  90  to  47. 

Speakers.  'j^j^jg  motion  was  made  by  the  Earl  0^  Cholmonde- 
/^)',  and  was  fupporced  by  the  Duke  of  Newcajile 
and  the  Lord  Hervey  v^  and  it  was  oppofed  by  the 
Lord  Bathurft^  the  Earl  of  Chefler fields  the  Lord 
Gower^  the  Earl  of  ^to^i^?;?,  and  the  Earl  of  6"/^ j/- 
ford, 

Againft  this  refolution,  the  following  proteft  was 
entered  upon  the  journals,  viz. 

Dijfentlent. 

Somerfet,  I'adcafter^  Maynard, 

Proteft.    I.  "Vy  Ecaufe  It  was  agreed  in  the  debate,  conform- 

J3  ab^e  to  the  rules  of  reafon,  that  no  impofii- 
bilicy  was  required  from  the  Lords  petitioners ;  and 
tho'  we  allow  that  they  have  not  literally  comphed 
with  the  order,  yet  we  think  the  aflertion  in  their 
anfwer,  that  it  is  impofTible  for  them  to  inform  the 
houfe  who  are  the  perfons,  that  in  the  courfe  of  the 
examination,  and  from  the  teftimony  of  future  evi- 
dences, may  appear  to  have  been  concerned,  was  fuf- 
ficient  to  fatisfy  the  houfe,  that  they  have  not  wil- 
fully difobeyed  the  order. 

And  from  the  nature  of  things,  we  conceive  it 
impradicablefor  the  Lords  petitioners,  to  name  all 
the  perfons,  who  may  be  concerned  in  thofe  illegal 

proceed- 
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proceedings  -,  for  akhough  theoflers  of  places,  pen- 
fions  and  other  gratuities,  mufl:  be  prefumcd  to  come 
from  perfons  in  power,  yet  fuch  oBers  may  reiilbn- 
ably  be  fuppofed,  to  be  conveyed  by  under-agtnts  ; 
and  we  mull:  alfo  obferve,  that  if  thofe  under  agents 
fhould  be  publicly  named  before  examination,  they 
may  either  be  prevailed  upon  to  abfcond,  or  to  take 
the  whole  upon  themfelves,  to  fcreen  offenders,  of 
higher  rank. 

We  muft  farther  declare.  It  is  our  opinion,  that 
fuch  corrupt  and  dark  defigns  as  are  fpecified  in  tiie 
anfwer,  may  have  been  carried  on  with  that  fccrecy 
and  dexterity,  that  altho'  a  moral  certainty  may  ap- 
pear, of  their  having  been  executed,  the  perfons  con- 
cerned in  the  execution  may  never  be  difcovcred  ; 
yet  this  good  efifecSl  might  have  arifen  from  the  in- 
quiry, that  the  legiflature  would  have  found  means 
to  prevent  fuch  pernicious  pradlices  for  the  future  ; 
and  even  in  that  cafe,  the  Lords  petitioners,  by  bring- 
ing this  affair  before  the  houfe,  would  have  done  a 
real  fervice  to  the  Peerage  o^  Scotland^  to  this  high 
court  of  judicature,  and  to  the  whole  united  king- 
dom. 

2.  Beeaufe  we  can  no  way  conceive,  that  the 
going  on  upon  this  examination,  without  having  the 
names  of  the  perfons  produced,  could  be  attended 
with  any  pofTible  injuftice  to,  orhardfliip  upon,  thofe 
who  might  afterwards  be  named  by  the  evidence ; 
on  the  contrary  we  are  perfuaded,  that  fuch  perfons 
would  have  an  advantage,  which  could  not  happen 
in  any  other  courfe  of  proceeding  •,  the  whole  matter 
of  the  accufation  would  lie  open  to  them,  the  wic- 
nefies  againft  them  will  be  known,  who  could  not 
afterwards  be  fuffered  to  vary  from  their  tellimony, 
and  the  houfe  would  in  juftice  allow  fuch  perfons  a 
full  time  to  anfwer  the  accufation,  and  to  bring  up 
witnefTes    (if  neceflary)  to  prove  their  innocence. 

Neither 
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Neither  is  this  looked  upon  as  an  accufation  at  pre- 
fent;  for  (as  it  was  juftly  obfervedj  there  are  no 
accufers,  nor  perfons  accufcd  ^  but  we  apprehend  it 
to  be  the  moft  proper  fubje<5l  for  a  Parliamentary 
inquiry,  that  can  poflibly  be  brought  before  this 
houfe. 

3.  However  it  may  be  necefifary  in  the  courfe  of 
Other  proceedings,  whether  upon  impeachments  or 
appeals  brought  before  this  houfe,  that  all  the  perfons 
concerned  fliould  be  named,  we  can  by  no  means 
think  it  neceifary  upon  an  inquiry,  no  final  fentence 
being  then  to  be  given ,  and  thofe  rules  which  are 
confident  with  juftice  in  the  former  cafes,  mufl:,  in 
our  opinion,  tend  toobflrudt  all  juftice  in  the  latter  : 
We  cannot  conceive  that  an  innocent  perfon,  who 
fliould  happen  to  be  named  in  the  courfe  of  fuch  an 
examination,  canpoflibly  be  deprived  of  the  means 
of  making  his  innocence  appear:  But  we  can  well 
forefee,  that  guilty  perfons  (and  thofe  probably  of 
the  higheft  rank)  may  efcape  by  fuch  a  method  ; 
which  impofing  an  impoflibility  on  the  informants, 
muft,  as  we  apprehend,  tend  to  defeat  all  parliamen- 
tary inquiries,  and  therefore  could  not  be,  in  our 
opinion,  within  the  intention  of  the  order. 

4.  Becaufe  the  matters  fpecified  in  the  anfwer  are 
of  fuch  a  nature,  as  feem  only  proper  to  be  examined 
in  this  houfe  ;  and  had  the  Lords  petitioners  fought  a 
remedy  any  where  elfe,  they  might  have  been  juftly 
cenfured:  We  apprehend  therefore,  that  the  pinning 
them  down  to  theprecife  words  of  the  order  may  be 
attended  with  this  fatal  confequence,  that  all  parlia- 
mentary inquiries  may  be  rendered  much  more  diffi- 
cult hereafter ;  which  may  probably  give  fuch  encour- 
agement to  corrupt  minifters,  that  they  may  be 
prompted  to  make  the  moft  dangerous  attempts  upon 
theconftitution,  and  hope  to  come  off^with  impunity  : 
Suchapprehenfions  naturally  fuggeft  the  melancholly 

refiedions 
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reflcdtions,  that  our  pofterity  may  fee  the  time  whea 
fomeof  thofe  Lords,  who  fit  upon  a  more  precarious 
foot  than  the  reft  of  the  houfe,  having,  through  mo- 
tives of  virtue  and  honour,  oppofed  the  evil  defigns 
of  fome  future  minifter,  for  that,  and  that  alone,  may- 
be excluded  at  an  enfuing  eledion  ;  and  though  the 
whole  world  may  be  fenfible  of  the  caufe  of  their 
exclufion,  no  remedy  may  be  found,  but  their  cafe 
may  become  a  fubjed  of  national  concern,  indigna- 
tion and  refentment. 


+95 


Scarfdaky 

Strafford, 

Litchfield^ 

Bruce, 

Mingdon, 

Beaufort, 

Bolton, 

Boyle, 

Denbigh, 

M^arrington, 

Thanet, 

Cohham, 

Bedford, 

Berk/hire, 

Bridgwater, 

Suffolk, 

Aylesford, 

Anglefea, 

Sbaflsbury, 

Gower, 

Bathurfi, 

Chefterfield, 

Huntingdon, 

Haverfham, 

Craven, 

Majham, 

Northampton, 

Coventry, 

Grahame, 

Macclesfield, 

Foley, 

Immediately  after  this  refolution  was  agreed  to,  a  Motion  for 
motion  was  made  to  order,    '  That  the  petition   be  difmifling 


difmifTedJ 


thepetition 


The  argument  for  the  motion  was  in  fubftance  as 
follows,  viz. 


*  My  Lords,  When  the  petition  now   before  us  Argument 
was  firft  prefented,  I  was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  for  the  mo- 
conceived  in  fuch  general  and  obfcure  terms,  as  not^°"* 
to  deferve,  on  in  its  own  account  the  leaft  counte- 
nance or  confideration  from  this  houfe  *,  and  I  am 
perfuaded  it  was  not  on  account  of  any  matter  con- 
tained in  the  petition,  that  your  Lordfhips  did  not 
rejedl  it  immediately  upon  its  being  prefented.  The 

*  regard 
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*  regard  you  have  been  pleafed  to  fhew  it,  was 
'  certainly  on  account  of  the  noble  Peers  who  fign  it, 

*  and  in  this  I  heartily  concurred,  becaufe  for  all  of 

*  them  I  have  the  greateft  efbeem  :    For  this  reafon 

*  your  Lordfhips  were  pleafed  to  indulge  them  with 

*  an  opportunity  to  explain  themfelves,  and  to  clear 

*  up  that  obfcuricy  in  which  their  petition  was  in- 
«  volved.  This  indulgence  they  have  made  ufe  of, 
'  and  in  obedience  to  your  Lordfhips  order,  they 

*  have  endeavoured  to  explain  themfelves;  but  that 
'  explanation  is,  in  my  opinion,  as  general,  and  as 

*  obfcure  as  the  petition  which  is  thereby  intended  to 
'  be  explained  :  Nay,    in  my   opinion,  the  petition, 

*  and  the  explanation,  or  anfwer  to  your  Lordfhips 
'  lad  order,  feem  to  be  a  little  inconfiftent ;    for  in 

*  the  petition  they  complain  of  undue  pradices 
'  and  fay,  that   they    were  ready   to  lay  before   us 

*  inftances  and  proofs  of  thofe  undue  pradices  ;  yet  - 
'  when  we   defire  them  to  give  us  fome  of  the  in- 

*  ilances  of  thofe  pra6lices,  and  gave  them,  all  the 
'-  time  they  could   defire  for    that    purpofe,    they 

*  give  us  no   one   inftance    of  any  undue  or  ille- 

*  gal   pradices,    they   give  us   only  fome  general 

*  furmifes,  and  tell  us  they  cannot  be  more  particular 

*  wichouc  dating  themfelves  as  accufers  or  witnefTes  ; 
^  fo  that  their  complaint  is  now  as  obfcure  as  it  was 
'  at  fird,  and  there  is  now  lefs  reafoh  to  believe  that 

*  there  ever  were  any  fuch  practices  as   they  com- 

*  plain  of. 

'  Notwithflanding  the  obfcurity  of  the  petition, 
'  notwithftanding  the  inability   of  the  petitioners  to 

*  give  us  any  indances  of  the  illegal  pradices  they 
'  complain  of,  yet,  my  Lords,  the  pradices  fo  ob- 
'  fcurely  hinted  at,  feem  to  me  to  be  of  fuch  a  dan- 
'  gerous  nature,    and    to  affed  the  honour  of  this 

*  houfe  in  fuch  a  tender  point,  that  I  fhould  readily 

*  agree  to  the  inquiring  into  them,  if  from  the  very 

*  nature  of  the  thing,  there  did  not  appear  to  me 

*  fuilicient  ground  to  believe  that  no  fuch  pradices 

'  were 
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'  were  ever  made  ufe  of ;  for  if  it  could  be  pre- 
'  fumed,  that   any  fuch  undue  methods    or  illegal 

*  pradiceswere  made  ufe  of  at  the  laft  eledion,  that 
'  prefumption  muft  arife   from  the  charaders  and 

*  circumrtances  of  the  perfons  chofen  compared  with 
'  the  charaders  and  circumftances  of  the  unfuccefs- 
'  ful  candidates  :  If  the  fixteen  noble  Lords  chof- 
'  en  to  reprefent  the  Peerage    of    Scotland^    or  any 

*  of  them  were  perfons  of  a  bad  charader,  perfons 
'of  inferior  families  or  fortunes,  or  perfons  of  no 
'  merit,  it  might  then  be  fuppofed,  that  fome  un- 
'  due  methods  had  been  made  ufe  of,  to  get  fuch  per- 
'  fons  returned  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Peerage 
'  of  Scotland  in  this  houfe  :  But  this  is  not  the  cafe  ac 
'  prefent  •,  the  noble  Peers  who  are  chofen,  and 
'  who  in  confequence  of  that  choice,  have  now  feats 
'  in  this  houfe,  are  noblemen  of  as  great  families, 
'  and  of  as  large  properties  as  any  in  Scotland ;  and 

*  as  to  their  perfonal  charaders  and  merit,  there  are 

*  none  of  them  that  have  ever  been  m  the  lead  fuf- 
'  pe6led  of  any  difafFedion  to  his  Majefty's  govern- 
^  ment  or  family,  and  the  qualifications  and  merit 
'  of  every  one  of  them  are  fo  well  known,  that  it  is 
'  needlefs  for  me  to  enlarge  upon  them :    Nay,  l 

*  will  avoid  it,  becaufe  they  are  prefent  ;  for  I  very 
'  well  know,  that  even  the  moft  juft  and  the  mofl: 
'  elegant  encomiums  are  offenfive  to  the  ears  of  per- 
'  fons  of  real  merit,  and  that  the  more  merit  they 
'  have,  the  more  offenfive  always  will  that  praife  be 
'  which  is  uttered  in  their  prefence. 

'  Thus,  my  Lords,  as  no  prefumption  of  any  il- 
'  legal  pradices  having  been  committed,  can  be 
'  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  cafe  before  us,  and  as 
'  the  petitioners,  notwithftanding  the  indulgence 
'  granted  them,  have  not  been  able  to  give  us  any 
'  inftance  of  fuch  pradices,  nor  even  any  furmifes, 
'  but  fuch  as  are  fo  general,  that  they  cannot  give 
'  the  lead  foundation  for  any  accufation,  much  lefs 

*  can  they  give  a  foundation  for  your  Lordfhips  to 

'  brins 
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bring  the  charader  of  any  perfon  in  queftion  ; 
therefore  I  mud  conclude  that  no  fuch  pradices 
were  committed  and  the  necefiary  confequence 
of  this  mull  be  to  difmifs  the  petition. 
'  But  farther,  my  Lords,  the  petitioners  do  not 
even  feem  willing  to  comply  with  your  Lordfhips 
order :  for  tho' they  could  not,  perhaps,  have  men- 
tioned all  the  perfons,  that  might,  from  the  exa- 
mination of  witnefles,  have  appeared  guilty  of  the 
pra(n:ices  they  complain  of,  yet  furely,  if  any  fuch 
practices  were  made  ufe  of,  fome  perfons  muft  be 
fufpeded  at  lead,  to  have  been  guilty  of  them,  and 
the  petitioners  muft  have  heard  who  they  were  that 
were  fufpecled  to  have  been  guilty  ;  the  names  of 
thofe  perfons  the  petitioners  might,  and  certainly 
would  have  given  us,  if  they  had  intended  to  have 
complied  with  your  Lordfhips  order  ;  and  their  not 
doing  fo,  I  muft  look  on  as  a  contempt  of,  or  at 
leaft,  an  unwillingnefs  to  comply  with  your  Lord- 
fhips order,  the  natural  confequence  of  which  muft 
in  all  cafes  be,  to  difmifs  the  petition  of  thofe  who 
fhew  any  fuch  contempt  or  unwillingnefs.  This 
the  petitioners  were  fenfible  of,  and  therefore  they, 
in  the  anfwer  now  before  us,  endeavour  toexcufe 
themfelves,  by  (liying,  that  they  never  intended 
to  ftate  themfelves  as  accufers  of  any  perfon  what- 
ever :  Upon  which  I  muft  obferve,  that  if  they 
do  not  intend  to  ftate  themfelves  as  accufers,  I  do 
not  fee  how  we  can  ftate  ourfelves  as  judges  ;  for 
we  cannot  certainly  a61:  the  part  both  of  accufers 
and  judges  ;  nor  ought  we,  I  think,  in  any  affair, 
to  ad  the  part  of  grand  jury  and  judge,  which 
would  really  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefent  affair,  if  we 
fliould  firft  examine  witneffes  towards  finding  out 
who  are  the  perfons  guilty,  and  then  fit  as  judges 
to  try,  and  pafs  fentence  upon  the  perfons,  a- 
gainft  whom  any  fufpicion  of  guilt  fhall,  by  fuch 
inquiry,  be  made  appear.   From  all  which,  my 

*  Lords, 
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*  Lords,  I  muft  think,  that  we  neither  can  nor  ought 

*  to  proceed  flirthcr  upon  the  petition  before  us  ;  and 
'  unlefs  your  Lordiliips  have  a  mind  to  fubmit  to 
'  have  the  orders  of  this  houfe  contemned,  or  at  Jeaft 

*  explained  in  fuch  a  manner  as  petitioners  (liall  think 

*  fit,  I  am  fure  you  ought  to  difmifs  it  -,   therefore 

*  I  muft   move  your  Lordfhips  to  order,  That  the 

*  petition  be  difmifTed. 

To  this  it  was  anfwered  in  fubftance  as  follows, 

*  My  Lords,  againfl:  the  motions  formerly  made 

*  in  the  affair  before  us,  I  fpoke  with  furpi  ife,  but 
'  againft  that   now   made,    I  fpeak  with  concern  : 

*  The  prefent  motion  does  not  indeed  furprife  me, 
'  for  it  is  what  I  expedled,  and  what  I  eafily  perceiv- 

*  ed  was  intended  by  the  motions   already   made ; 

*  and  as  they  were  a-greed  to  by  this  houfe,  I  am 
'  now  obliged  to  think  they  were  right:  But  the  af- 
'  fair  in  hand,  the  petition  now  before  us,  is  a  mat- 
'  ter  of  fo  great  confequence  to  the  honour  and  dig- 
'  nity  of  this  houfe,  to  the  very  being  of  our  conlli- 
'  tution,  that  it  is  with  the  deepefl:  concern,  it  is 
'  with  the  deepefl:  forrow,  I  hear  a  motion  made  ia 
^  this  houfe  for  difmifllng  fuch  a  petition  ;   and  that 

'  upon  no  other  foundation, but  becaufe  the  petition- 
^  ers  have  not  complied  with  an  order  of  this  houfe 
'  in  a  particular,  in  which  they  have,  I  think,  very 
'  evidently  fhewn  it  was  impofTible  for  them  to  com- 
'  ply  :  And  my  forrow  is  fl:ill  heightened  by  what 

■  I  have   obferved  in  the  debate ;    for  every  Lord 

■  who  has  fpoke  upon  one  fide  in  this  affair,  has 
made  ufe  of  arguments  to  fhew  that  it  is  im- 
proper or  unnecefiary,  for  this  houfe  to  enter  into 
any  enquiry  about  the  illegal  pradices  complain- 
ed of,  fo  that  if  the  motion  now  made  be  com- 

'  plied    with,    it  is  the  lafl:   time  I  exped  to   hear 

any  more  of  the  affair  now  before  us  in  this  houfe  •, 

K  k  '  and 
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*  and   therefore  I    hope    your  Lordfhips  will  ex- 
cufe    me,  if  I    repeat  and  endeavour  to  enforce 

*  fome  of    the  Arguments  made  ufeof  for  (hewing 

*  the  necelTiCy,  as  well  as  regularity,  of  making  a 
^  riricl  inquiry  into  this  affair,  and  to  anfwer  fome 
'  of  the  objedions  flarted  upon  this  occafion. 

'  By  the  arguments  made  ufe  of  upon  this  occa- 
'  fion,  it  really  feems  to  be  the  opinion  of  fome 
'  Lords,  that  this  houfe  ough:  never  to  inquire  into 
'^  any  illegal  practices,  if  by  fuch  inquiry  an  im- 
'  peachment,  or  any  other  Parliamentary  proceed- 
'  ing,  may  become  neceffary  for  the  punifhment   of 

*  private  men,  becaufe  we  are  not,  it  is  faid,  tofiate 
'  ourfelves  both  asaccufers  and  judges,  we  are  not  to 
'  ad  the  part  both  of  grand  jury  aud  judge  :  But  this 
'  argument,  as  it  has  no  foundation  either  in  law  or 

*  the  cufiom  of  Parliament,  will  never,  I  hope, 
'  prevail.  It  is  well  known,  my  Lords,  that  by 
'  an  inquiry,  v/e  neither  Race  ourfelves  as  accufers, 
'  or  judges  *,  we  neither  a6t  the  part  of  grand  jury  or 

*  judge  ;  we  acl  no  part  but  that  of  the  guardians  of 
'  the  lives,  the  liberties,  and  the  rights  of  our  fel- 
'  low-fubjcds  ;  and  this  part  I  hope  this  houfe  will 
'  never  refufe  to  ad  upon  any  occafion.  If,  upon  any 
'  fuch  inquiry,  a  profecution  becomes  necelfary,  the 
'  cufiom  has  always  been  for  fome  Lord  to  fland 
'  up  in  his  place,  and  impeach  in  form  thofe  who 
'  are  fufpeded  to  be  the  guilty  criminals,  orother- 
'  wife  we  defire  a  conference  v/ith  the  other  houfe, 
'  and  at  that  conference  we  comm.unicate  to  them 
'  what  difcoveries   we  have  made  by  our  inquiry  *, 

*  whereupon  the  other  houfe  becomes  the  accufer, 
'  they  ad  the  part  of  the  grand  jury,  and  then  we 
'  ai^ume  the  charader  of  judges.  This  is  the  me- 
'  thod  of  proceeding  in  Parliament,  and  this  method 
'  has  been  lb  often  pradifed,  and  is  fo  well  known, 
'  that  I  am  furprifed  to  hear  any  fuch  argument, 
'  made  ufe  of,  againft  an  inquiry  into  the  illegal  prac- 

*  tices  now  complained  of. 

2  '  As 
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*  As  we  may  inquire  into  any  Ibrcof  illegal  pra6lices 
without  dating  ourfelves  as  accufers  or  judges,  fo 
an  inquiry  may,  in  this  houfe,  as  well  as  in  the 
other,  proceed  from,  or  be  founded  upon  com- 
mon fame,  upon  the  motion  of  any  member  when 
feconded,  or  upon  the  petition  of  the  futlerer,  by 
fuch  pradlices.  1  (Ivall  grant,  my  Lords,  that  we 
are  not  to  depend  on,  or  to  be  direded  by  vulgar 
rumours  or  general  clamours;  becaufe  illegal  prac- 
tices are  generally  reported  and  loudly  exclaimed 
againfl,  we  are  not  to  conclude  that  they  are  cer- 
tainly true  ;  but  I  will  fiy,  my  Lords,  that  a  ge- 
neral clamour  is  not  only  a  foundation  for  an  in- 
quiry, but  fuch  a  foundation  as  we  are  obliged, 
both  in  honour  and  duty,  to  lay  hold  on  •,  and  in 
that  inquiry  we  ought  firfl  to  examine  ftridly  into 
the  truth  of  the  practices  complained  of,  and  pu- 
nifn  feverely  the  offenders,  if  the  general  report  be 
found  to  be  true  •,  but  if  we  find  it  to  be  intirely 
groundlefs,  we  ought  then  to  inquire  into  the  au- 
thors of  it,  in  order  to  punifli  thofe  who  difturb 
the  nation  by  fuch  artful  and  groundlefs  reports. 
General  clamours  ought  never  to  be  contemned, 
the  people  ought  to  be  fatisfied  •,  it .  is  one  of  the 
chief  ends  of  our  meeting  in  this  houfe,  and  in  fuch 
cafes  there  is  no  way  of  fatisfying  the  people,  but 
by  a  ftricSl  inquiry,  and  a  fevere  punilliment  upon 
the  guilty  *,  for  guilty  perfons  there  mud  neceffarily 
be,  upon  all  fuch  occafions,  either  of  one  fide  or 
the  other. 

'  That  inquiries  have  been  fet  up  in  this  houfe  up- 
on a  bare  motion,  is  not  to  be  controverted,  be- 
caufe the  inquiry  already  mentioned,  in  relation  to 
the  Soutb'fea  company,  had  no  foundation  but  a 
bare  motion,  which  was  indeed  fupported  by  a 
general  clamour  of  unfair  pradices,  but  was  with- 
out any  particular  fuggeftion  of  fraud:  And  by 
that  inquiry,  my  Lords,  fome  very  odd  practices 
K  k  2  ^  did 


yOO  P  ARL  I  AMKNTAH  Y       A.    I/J^". 

'  did  appear-,  but  the  inquiry's  ending  as  k  did,  was 
'  very   far  from  proceeding  from  our  having  gone 

*  raflily  into  it,  but  from  our  not  going  fo  far  as  we 

*  ought  to  have  gone  •,  for  we  found  the  affair  we 

*  had  refolved  to  inquire  into,  fo  blended  with    the 
*"  other  attairs  of  that  company,    that  there  was  no 

*  getting  to  the  bottom  of  it,    without  a  general 
'  fearch  into  all  rhe  afHiirs  of  that  company,  from  the 

*  year  1720  :  This  general  fearch,  your  Lordlliip's 
*"  nm^  remember,  was  propofed,    and  if  had  been 

*  agreed  to,  I  am  convinced  that  inquiry  would  not 
'  have  ended  io  fmoothly  as  it  did.     But  that  there 

*  was  any  thing  more  particular,  either  with  refpecl 
*•  to  the  thing  to  be  inquired  into,  or  the  perfons  who 

*  might  fuffer  by  it  in  that  inquiry,  than  in  what  is 

*  now  propofcd,  1  am  furprifcd  to  hear  ;  for  as  to 

*  the  thing  to  be  inquired  into,  it  is  very  certain, 

*  that  there  was  not  one  indanceof  fraud,  or  of  any 

*  thing  that  was  illegal,  fo   much  as   mentioned : 

*  The  only  thing  propofed  to  be  inquired  into,  was 
'  the  difpoial  of  a  fum  of  money  ;  and  if  the  propo- 

*  fuion  now  made"  had  been  only  to  inquire  into  the 

*  late  eledion  of  Peers  for  Scotland,    without  men- 

*  tioning  any  illegal  pradices,  it  would  have  been  in 

*  this  refped:  no  more  general  than  that  inquiry  ;  but 

*  as  it  (lands  at  prefent,  it  is  certainly  much  more 
'  particular. 

'  Then  as  to  the  perfons,  it  is  very  certain,  no 

*  man  was  in  that  cafe  particularly   named  or  par- 
*'  ticularly  defcribed  ;  there  were  many  others,  who 

*  might  have  been  concerned  in  the  frauds  befide  the 

*  diredlors;  fome  of  their  fuperiors,  fome  of  thofe 

*  who  direfl;  the  directors ;    one  of  the  diredors  of 

*  the  nation  might  perhaps  have  been  found  to  have 

*  been  concerned  ;  and  if  any  frauds  had  been  dif- 
'  covered,  it  would  very  probably  have  been  found, 

*  that  fome  inferior  perfons,  fome  of  the  fervants  of 
'  that  company,  had  been  likewife  concerned,    for 

*  dire(^ors  feldom  act  without  tools  ;   and  it  would 

'  havQ 
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have  as  probably  been  found,  that  Tome  of  t'le  di- 
re6lors  were  incircly  innocent,  unlefs  this  li:)Ljre^ 
had  refolved  to  make  another  precedent  of  doin:» 
juftice  by  the  k\m[\  which  I  hope  we  fhall  ne- 
ver again  have  any  occafion  for  ;  io  tliat  there  is 
not  the  Jeaft  pretence  to  fay,  that  the  pcrfons,  who 
might  appear  to  be  guilty,  were  in  that  cafe  any 
way  more  [particularly  known  than  they  are  in  the 
prefent :  On  the  contrary,  the  jKrfons  guilty  in 
the  prefent  caf:?,  if  there  are  any,  are  much  more 
particularly  pointed  at  :  In  the  prefent  cafe,  there 
could  be  no  inferior  perfons  concerned,  they  mufl: 
be  perfons  of  fome  rank  in  the  world  ;  fome  of 
them  muft  be  perfons  who  have  a  great  dtal  more 
of  his  Majefty's  ear  then  they  deferve,  and  much 
more  than  this  houfe  ought  to  permit  them  to  en- 
joy :  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  mean  per- 
fons, or  fuch  a  number  of  perfons,  were  con- 
cerned in  the  illegal  practices  now  complained  of, 
as  mufl:  have  been  fuppofed  to  have  been  concern- 
ed in  the  management  and  diredion  of  the  South- 
fea  company's  affairs  •,  and  therefore  it  mufl:  be 
granted,  that  the  perfons  who  may,  by  an  inquiry, 
be  found  to  be  guilty,  are  much  more  particular- 
ly pointed  to  in  the  prefent  cafe,  than  they  were  in 
the  other. 

'  That  Parliamentary  inquiries  have  been  often 
founded  on  a  petition  from  the  pcrfons  inJLircd, 
will  not,  I  am  fure,  he  controverted.  The  in- 
quiry into  the  South-fia  company's  affairs,  after  the 
famous  year  1720  ;  the  late  inquiries  into  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Char. table  Corporalio^,  and  the  ^'c'^^- 
BuiUings  company,  are  fo  many  recent  teftimo- 
nies  of  this  cuftom  :  Bu!",  my  L,ords,  was  it  ever 
before  defired  or  infifted  on,  that  the  petitioners 
fhould  give  particular  inffances  of  the  frauds  or 
illegal  pradlices  they  complained  of?  Was  it  ever 
infifled  on,  that  they  fliould  give  the  names  of 
the  particular  perfons  they  fuppofed  to  be  guilty? 
K  k  3  '  No, 


Parliamentary        A.  i/^f. 

Na,  my  Lords,  ic  never  was  -,  and  (hall  the  peti- 
tioners, in  the  prefent  cafe,  becaufe  they  are  men 
of  as  high  quality,  and  as  much  injured  as  any 
that  ever  prefented  a  petition  to  Parliament  ; 
becaufe  the  injury  they  complain  of,  is  of  as 
high  and  as  dangerous  a  nature,  as  any  that  was 
ever  complained  of  to  Parliament ;  and  becaufe 
the  pradices  they  complain  of,  are  as  generally 
believed,  and  as  much  exclairned  againft  as  ever 
any  pradices  were  in  this,  or  any  other  nation  ; 
fliall  they,  I  fay,  for  thcfe  reafons  be  obliged  to. 
do  more  than  was  ever  defired  of  any  petitioners? 
Shall  their  petition  be  rejeded,  unlefs  they  will 
fubjed  themfelves  to  the  trouble,  theexpence  and 
the  danger,  of  becoming  the  adual  accufers  of 
thofe  they  fufped  to  be  guilty  ? 
'  V/hat  is  at  prefent  meant  by  our  own  judgment, 
or  our  own  opinion,  I  cannot  comprehend -,  I  hope 
every  one  of  your  LordHiips  will  vote  in  this  af- 
fair as  you  do  in  every  other,  according  to  your 
own  judgm^ent,  and  not  according  to  the  judgment 
or  diredion  of  any  other  perfon,  either  without 
doors  or  within.  What  fome  Lords  may  fuppofe 
to  be  neceffary,  towards  forming  a  judgment  of 
their  own  in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  do  not  know  ;  but 
1  am  very  fare  that  in  private  life,  if  a  gentleman 
ihould  relate  a  fa6l,  and  fay  he  had  it  from  fuch 
authority  as  he  could  depend  on,  it  would  not  be 
confident  with  common  decency  to  tell  him,  lean 
give  no  credit  to  what  you  relate  ;  nay,  I  will  not 
fo  much  as  be  at  the  pains  to  inquire  into  the  truth 
of  it,  unlefs  you  give  me  your  authority.  Confi- 
der,  my  Lords,  what  are  the  authorities  to  be  gi- 
ven in  the  prefent  cafe,  and  the  only  authorities 
that  can  be  given.  The  noble  Lords,  the  petiti- 
oners, have  told  us,  that  they  have  certain  infor- 
mation of  undue  and  illegal  pradices  made  ufe  of, 
towards  engaging  Peers  to  vote  for  a  lift  at  thelaft 
eledion  :    The  only  authority  they  can  give  for 

*  this 
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this  allegation,  is  the  pt^rfons  who  told  them  ^(^ 
and  thole  are  the  very  perfons  they  djfire  to  have 
examined  at  your  Lordfliips  b.ir :  Surely  your 
Lordfliips  would  not  have  them  to  give  you  that 
authority  at  prefenr,  you  would  not  have  them 
now  to  give  you  the  names  of  their  informers  ; 
that  would  indeed  be  a  difcovery  of  evidence,  the 
mod  open  that  was  ever  made,  and  more  open 
than  was  ever  defired  from  any  plaintiliin  this 
world  :  This  therefore  is  not  furcly  what  the  noble 
Lords  would  have,  towards  aflalliing  them  to  form 
a  judgment  of  their  own  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  and 
yet  if  this  be  not  v^/hat  they  wane,  I  really  cannoc 
comprehend  what  they  v.'ould  have. 
'  In  all  cafes,  my  Lords,  where  a  parliamentary 
inquiry  has  been  petitiontd  for,  the  members  ne- 
ver had,  nor  ever  defired  any  thing  towards  form- 
ing a  judgment,  Whether  the  inquiry  was  neccf- 
fary  or  no,  but  only  the  charader  and  credit  of 
the  petitioners,  and  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  as  it 
was  reprefented  in  the  petition?  In  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  character  and  credit  of  the  petitioners, 
are  as  much  to  be  depended  on,  as  the  charader 
and  credit  of  any  that  ever  were  petitioners  in  ei- 
ther houfe  of  parliament ;  and  what  they  relace  is 
rendered  dill  more  probable,  by  the  very  nature 
of  the  thing,  and  by  the  experience  of  pad  elec- 
tions, ever  fince  the  union.  I  have  a  great  regard 
for  thefixteen  noble  Lords,  who  now  reprefent  the 
Peerage  of  Scotland  in  this  houfe  •,  I  know  they 
are  noblemen  of  great  v/orth,  and  of  as  great  fa- 
milies and  properties  as  any  in  Scotland  :  But  this 
is  not  the  cafe  in  queftion  ;  and  if  we  look  back 
upon  all  former  eleclions  in  Scotland,  we  muft 
think  it  very  flrange,  that  the  fixteen  Peers  cho- 
fen,  have  always  been  of  a  minifterial  complexion, 
almoft  without  excep:ion  ;  and  if  the  complexion 
of  any  of  them  altered,  during  the  continuance  of 
the  Parliament,  we  have  always  found  them  lefc 
K  k  4  '  out 
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out  at  the  next  eledion  ;    nay,  upon  al  1  chan-^es  of 

minifters,  we  have  found  the  eledion  of  Peers  in 

Scotland  idk^  a  new  and  a  general  turn  :  This  could 

not,  in  my  opinion,  have  happened  without  fome- 

thingof  a  very  extraordinary  minifterial  influence 

on  thateledion  \  and  this  extraordinary  influence 

cannot  be  obtained,  without  fome  undue  methods 

and  illegal  pradices  :    Nay,  it  is  natural  to  fup- 

pofe,  that  if  he  is  not  a  man  of  more  virtue  than 

minifters  ufually  have,  a  minifter  will  always  make 

ufe  of  the  power  and  the  favours  of  the  crown, 

which  are  at  his  difpofal,  to  get  fuch  a  fet  of  Peers 

returned  from  Scotland  as  he  (hall  approve  of;    fo 

that  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  as  well  as  from 

paft  experience,  we  have  all  the  reafon  in  the  world 

to  believe,  there  have  been  fome  illegal  pradlices 

made  ufe  of  at  the  laft  eledion  ;  and  as  the  honour 

of  this  houfe,  as  well  as  the  prefervation  of  the 

confliicution,  is  deeply  concerned  in  preventing  fuch 

pradlices  ;  as  fuch  pradices  cannot  be  prevented 

by  our  ordinary  courts  of  law,    an   inquiry  into 

this  afl^air  is  now,  I  think,  become  abfolutely  ne- 

ceiTary. 

'  As  I  have  been  furprifed  at  many  things  I  have 
heard  in  the  courfe  of  our  debates  on  this  aflair, 
fo,  my  Lords,  I  am  not  a  litde  furprifed  at  hear- 
'  ing  it  ftill  infifted  on,  that  the  petitioners  have 
given  us  no  inftances  of  any  illegal  pradices,  nor 
'  any  information  but  what  we  knew  before.  Could 
•  any  of  your  Lordftiips,  could  any  man  breathing, 
'  fuppofe,  that  men  would  have  been  fo  audacious 
'  as  to  make  ufe  of  his  Majefty's  name  to  over-awe 
'  the  eledion  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^.  Or 
'  that  they  would  have  dared  to  fay,  that  his  Ma- 
'  jefty  ever  intermeddled  in  eledions,  or  approved 
'  of  one  lift,  or  of  one  candidate  more  than  another  ? 
'  Is  not  this  an  inftance  of  the  moft  dangerous  and 
'  the  moft  criminal  nature?  Threats  of  private  ma- 
^  lice  or  revenge  might  have  been  ufed,    and  even 

'  the 
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*-  the  making  of  fu:h  would  have  been  a  high  mif- 

*  demeanor  •,  but  in  matters  of  ele6lion,  to  threatca 

*  royal  refentmenc,  is,  in  my  oj)inlon,  high-trealbn. 
'  Such  a  pradice  I  cannot  but  Ipeak   of  with  awe^ 

*  becaufe  of  the  great  name  that  was  ufcd  •,  but  it  U 

*  a  pra6lice  I  will  fpeak  of  with  indignation,  becaufe 

*  of  the  great  name  that  was  thereby  abufed  :     To 

*  make  ufe  of  the  King's  name,  for  fupporting   or. 

*  recommending  a  lift  made  up  by  miniders,  was    a, 

*  moft  abominable  and  a  n^oft  treafonable  pradice: 

*  His  majefty's  name  ought  never  to  be  mentioned 
'  in  any  thing,  but  what  is  as  pure  and  as  incorrupt- 

*  ed  as  the  gold  on  which  his  image  is  ftampt  ;  and, 

*  to  mix  any  brafs,    or  any  minifterial  metal,  witli 

*  what  bears  the  facred  name  of  MajeHy,  is  certaln- 
'  ly  a  moft  heinous  crime,  it  is  the  moft"  treafonable 

*  fort  of  falfe  coining  :    The  honour  and  dignity  of 

*  this  houfe  call  upon  us  for  an  inquiry,  the  prcfer- 
'  vation  of  the  conftitution,  and  the  general  voice  of 

*  the  people  call  upon  us  for  an  inquiry  •,  the  whole 
'  Peerage  of  Scotland,    which  has  been  fo  much  in- 

*  jured,  calls  upon  us  for  an  inquiry  •,  and  this  in- 
'  ftance  fiiews  u?,  chat  if  we  have  a  due  refpe6l  for 
'  the  honour  and  fafety  of  the  King,  which  all  your 
'  Lordfliips  certainly  have,  we  muft  immediately 
'  enter  upon  an  inquiry. 

*  If  any  undue  influence  was  made  ufe  of  upon 

*  an  eledlion,  it  was  very  natural,  my  Lords,  to. 
'  fuppofe  that  it  chiefly  confifted    in  bribery  -,  but 

*  could  any   man  fuppofe,  that  the  offices  and  cm- 

*  ployments  under  the  crown,  or  the  munificence  of 

*  the  crown,  which  ought  only  to  be  the  reward  of 
'  virtue  and  public  fervice,  would  have  been  made 

*  ufe  of  to  corrupt   voters  at  an  elecftion  for  Parlia- 

*  ment  ?  Or  that  the  money  and  eftate  of  the  crown, 
'  that  which  ought  to  be  applied  only  to  the  fupport 

*  of  the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  royal  Family, 
'  would  have  been  converted  to  the  deftruflion  of 
'  the  conftitution  ?  This  is  not  only  bribery,  but  the 

'  moft 
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moft  treafonable,  the  mod  terrible  fort  of  bribery, 
'  In  this  refpedt   then,  the  petitioners  have  told  us 
^  what  we  did  not  know,  what  none  of  us  could  fup- 
'  pofe  *,  and  of  this  they  have  given  us  indances  in  as 
particular  a  manner  as  it  was  poflible,  without  a 
difcovery  of  evidence,  or  dating  themfelves  as  ac- 
cufers  of  particular  perfons,  neither  of  which  was 
ever  defired  of  thole  who  petitioned  for  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry. 

'  The  grievance  now  complained  of  my  Lords, 
is  far  from  being  new  or  unexpecled  ,  even  at  the 
time  of  the  Union  it  was  apprehended,  that  the  e- 
ledion  of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^  would  al- 
ways be  under  the  direction  of  the  miniders  for 
the  time  being:  What  has  fince happened  has  Ef- 
ficiently fhewn,  that  thofe  apprehenfions  were  not 
without  foundation  ;  and  if  this  petition  fhould  be 
rejeded,  it  may  be  expeded,  that  the  eledion  of 
the  iixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^  will  foon  come  to  be 
like  the  eledion  of  our  Bifhops ;  a  Conge  d*  Elire 
will  idlie,  and  will- as  punctually  be  complied  with, 
in  the  one  cafe  as  in  the  other.  But  the  conditioa 
of  the  Peers  for  Scotland^  will  be  much  worfe  than 
that  of  the  reverend  bench  ;  for  the  reverend  Lords 
the  Prelates,  have  their  feats  in  this  houfe  for  life, 
even  the  King  cannot  take  that  honour  from  them  ; 
whereas  the  Peers  for  Scotland  mud  always  depend 
upon  the  miniders,  for  the  continuance  of  their 
feats  in  this  houfe,  and  will  be  dript  of  that  ho- 
nour as  foon  as  the  Parliament  is  didblved,  if  they 
ever  refufe  to  vote  according  to  miniderial  direc- 
tion. 

'  A  parliamentary  inquiry  does  not  feem  to  me, 
my  Lords,  to  be  attended  with  any  fiich  grievous 
confequences  as  has  been  reprefented.  It  may,  'tis 
true,  put  fome  private  gentlemen  to  fome  trouble 
and  expence  ;  but  as  the  fafety  of  their  country  is, 
in  fuch  inquiries,  generally  very  much  concerned, 
I  am  fure  it  is  in  this,  therefore,  that  trouble  and 

*  expence 
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expcnce  ought  nor,  I  am  perfuiuied  it  will  not  be 
regarded:  And  as  to  the  putting  the  nation  in  a 
ferment,  1  am  Hire  in  the  prefent  cafe,  our  going 
upon  an  inquiry  will  put  the  nation  into  no  fer- 
ment ;  but  our  refufing  to  make  any  inquiry,  will 
certainly  put  the  whole  nation,  and  particularly 
Scotland^  into  a  very  great  ferment.  We  ought 
toconfider,  my  Lords,  the  danger  the  whole  na- 
tion Was  cxpofed  to,  by  a  molt  unjud  rebellion 
railed  in  that  country  againfl  his  late  Majefty,  but 
if  the  Peerage  of  that  country  fiiould  find  rhem- 
felves  opprelfed  by  a  miniller,  and  iliould  find 
that  no  juftice  could  be  expeded  from  this 
houfe,  it  may  raife  another  rebellion,  or  rather 
an  infurredion,  in  that  country  •,  and  as  they 
would  then  have  truth  and  juftice  on  their  fide,  it 
would  naturally  procure  them  the  hearts  of  all  the 
people  of  England^  and,  I  am  afraid,  mofi:  of  the 
hands. 

'  If  the  petition  now  before  us,  my  Lords,  were 
a  petition  that  regarded  only  the  rights  or  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  petitioners,  their  not  having  com- 
plied with  your  Lordfnips  order,  in  the  mofi;  full 
and  ample  manner,  might  perhaps  be  a  reafoa 
for  your  difmifllng  the  petition ;  but  as  it  regards 
the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe,  as  much 
as  it  does  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  peti- 
tioners, your  LordQiips  ought  not,  you  cannot 
I  think,  in  honour  difmifs  the  petition,  on  ac- 
count of  their  not  having  complied  fully  and  ex- 
actly with  your  order :  On  the  contrary,  yon 
ought  in  my  opinion,  to  retain  it,  that  it  may 
ferve  as  the  ground-work  of  an  inquiry  ;  and 
though  you  cannot  now  have  from  the  petition- 
ers all  the  information  you  defire,  you  ought,  in 
the  carrying  on  of  that  inquiry,  to  take  all  the 
information  andaflifi:ance  they  can  and  are  willing 
to  give  you,  with  refped  to  the  witnelles  it   may 

*  be 


o8  Parliamentary  A.  1735'. 

*  be  proper  CO  examine  upon  that  inquiry.  If,  by 
'  this  method,  any  illegal  pradtices  fhould  be  difco- 

*  vered ;  if,  by  their  afliftance,  any  great  criminals 

*  fhould  be  brought  to  condign  punifhment,  and 
^  thereby  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this  houfe  vin- 
'^  dicated,  and  the  independency  of  Parliament  fe- 

*  cured,  they  will  highly  deferve,  not  only  your 
'  Lordfliips  excufe,  for  their  non-compliance  with 
'  yourlaft  order,  but  your  Lordfhips  thanks  for  the 
'  fervice  they  have  done  to  their  country  -,  and  there- 

*  fore  I  hope  the  noble  Lord  will  wave  his  motion, 

*  and  let  us  proceed  to  the  appointing  a  day  to  in- 
*•  quire  into  the  illegal  pradtices  complained  of,  by 

*  the  whole  nation  in  general,  as  well  as  by  the  pe- 

*  titionersin  particular. 

The  reply  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Reply.       *  According  to  the  Method  we  have  lately  fal- 

*  len  into,  I    am  afraid,    my  Lords,  we  fhall  ne- 

*  ver  be  able  to  come  to  the  end  of  any  debate. 

*  If,  upon  every  new  motion  in  any  affair.  Lords 

*  fhall  take  the  liberty  to  enter  into  former  debates, 

*  to  refume  all  the  arguments  they  have,  upon  for- 

*  mer  motions,  made  ufe  of,    and  find  fault  with 

*  thofe  orders  and  refolutions,  which  have  been  not 
'  only  agreed  to,    but  agreed  to  by  a  great  ma- 

*  jority  of  this  houfe,  this  will  naturally  provoke 

*  other  Lords  to  juftify  v/hat  they  had  before  given 

*  their  confent  to  -,    this  may  probably  occafion   a 

*  reply  ;  and  at  this  rate,  we  fhall  have  the  whole 

*  bufmefs  of  the  fefTion,  perhaps,  brought  in  and  re- 

*  peated  in  every  new  debate :    I  hope  every  one  of 

*  your  Lord(hips  will  confider,  what  an  endlefs  in- 

*  tricate  labyrinth  this  may  involve  us  in,  and  will 
'  therefore  keep  a  little  more  clofe  to  the  queftior>  in 
'  hand. 

!  My 
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*  My  Lords,  in  the  prefent  affair  your  I.ordHiips 
made  an  order,  that  the  petitioners  fliould  lay  be- 
fore this  houfc,  in  writing,  inftances  of  thofe  un- 
due methods  and  illegal  pradices  upon  which  they 
intended  to  proceed,  and  the  names  of  the  perfons 
they  fufpedcd  to  have  been  guilty  of  fuch  undue 
methods  and  illegal  pradices  -,  and  for  this  purpofe 
your  Lordfliips  gave  them  fuch  a  fufficient  time, 
that  even  they  themfelves  have  not  found  fault  with 
it :  This  order  they  have  not  complied  with,  your 
Lordfhips  have  already,  by  a  great  majority,  re- 
folved,  that  they  have  not  complied  with  it ;  and 
is  not  the  difmifling  of  their  petition,  a  natural 
confequence  of  that  difobedience  in  them,  and  of 
this  refolution  which  your  Lordfhips  have  already- 
agreed  to?  I  (hall  not,  my  Lords,  enter  into  a 
vindication  of  that  order,  or  of  that  refolution,  be- 
caufel  fhould  thereby  fall  into  that  error,  which  I 
find  fault  with  in  others :  But  allow  me  to  fay,  my 
Lords,  that  the  petitioners  might  have  told  us 
who  it  was,  or  at  lead,  who  they  fufpeded  it  was, 
that  made  life  of  the  King's  name  for  inducing 
any  Lord  in  Scotland  to  vote  for  a  lift  ;  and  they 
might  have  told  us,  who  it  was  that  promifed  or 
gave  money,  or  other  reward,  for  voting  for  a  lift, 
without  telling  us  the  names  of  the  perfons  with 
whom  fuch  arguments  were  made  ufe  of-,  and  this 
I  am  perfuaded,  your  Lordfhips  were  fully  con- 
vinced of,  before  you  agreed  to  that  refolution  you 
have  juft  now  come  to. 

'  As  the  difmifting  of  the  petition  is  therefore  a 
natural  confiquence  of  the  refolution  your  Lord- 
fhips have  agreed  to,  I  cannot  fee,  my  Lords, 
why  it  fhould  give  any  Lord  in  this  houfe  fo  great 
a  concern  ;  for  tho'  the  pradices  complained  of, 
are  fuch  as  certainly  do  affed:  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  this  houfe,  and  the  independency  of  Par- 
liament, if  there  are  any  good  grounds  to  fufped 

'  that 
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that  fuch  practices  were  adually  made  ufe  of,  your 
Lordfhips  may,  notwithftanding  your  difmiffing 

*  the  petition  now  before  you,  fall  upon  many  ways 

*  of  inquiring  into  thofeprad ices :  I  believe,  I  could 

*  myfeir,  propofe  a  very  proper  method,  for  your 
'  LordQiips  to  enter  upon  fuch  an  inquiry,  if  I 
'  thought  there  was  a  neceflity  for  any  fuch.     The 

*  conlequence  therefore  of  the  pradlices  complained 

*  of,  or  the  necefilty  that  there  may  be  for  inquiring 
'^  into  thofe  pradices,  can  be  no  argument  againft 
■^  our  difmiiTing  the  petition  now  before  us ;  and 
^  in  order  to  ad  confjftently  with  the  orders  and 
'  refolutions  we  have  already  agreed  to,  we  cannot, 

*  in  my  opinion,  avoid  difmifTing  it,  for  which  rea- 
"  fon  I  fliall  agree  to  the  motion  the  noble  Lord  ha-s 
'  has  been  pleafed  to  make.' 

When  the  quefiion  wasjuft  going  to.be  put,  the 
Earl  of  Strafford  flood  up,  and  fpoke  to  this  effed^ 

ATotjon  *'  My  Lords,  themiOtion  now  before  us,  isfofar 

ior  afar-    «  from  being  a  natural  confequence  of  the  refolution 

iliertime.  <  agreed  to,  that  it  is  diredlly  contrary  to  the  ufual 

^method  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe,  and  in  all  the 

'\purts  of  juftice  in  the  world.    In  the  whole  courie 

'  of  this  affair,  your  Lordfhips  have  hitherto  gone 

*  very  much  into  the  methods  o'i  IVeftininfter'hcill^ 
'  and  th6i*efore  I  hope  you  will  follow  them  through- 

*  out  the  whole  of  the  affair  now  before  you  :  In  all 

*  the  courts  below,  the  firft  order  they  make  in  any 
^  cafe,  is  feldom  or  ever  abfolute  and  peremptory  : 

*  If  their  firil:  order  is  not  complied  with,  they  ge- 

*  nerally  make  a  fecond,    fometimcs  a  third,  which 

*  is  called  a  peremptory  order;  but  even  with  re- 

*  fpecl  to  the  mod  peremptory  order,  if  the  party 
«^  who  is  to  comply  with  it,  fliould  make  fome  fore 

*  of  compliance,  but  by  miftake  (hould  not  comply 
^  with  it  fo  fully  as  he  ought  to  do,  furely  the  court 

'  would 
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'  would  give  him  an  indulgence,  and  would  afllgn 
'  him  a  new  day  for  redifying  that  midake,  efpc- 

*  cially  if  he  fliould  fliew  to  the  court  a  plaufible  rea- 
'  fon  why    it  was  not  in  his  power  to  comply  fully 

*  with  their  order. 

'  This,  my    L.ords,  is  the  method  of  proceeding 

*  in  all  the  courts  below,  and  this  is  the  conflanc 
'  method  of  proceeding  in  this  houfe.  I  remember, 
'  when  this  affair  came  firft  before  us,  fome  noble 
'  Lords  were  mighty  fond  of  making  it  a  caufe  ; 
'  and  if  we  look  upon  it  as  a  caufe,  the  motion  now 
'  before  us  is  very  far  from  being  a  natural  ccnfe- 
'  quence  of  the  refolution  agreed  to:    Do  not   we, 

*  my  Lords,  in  all  appeals,  make  an  order  for  the 
'  refpondent  to  put  in  his  anfwer  againft  fuch  a  day  ? 

*  But  the  order  is  never  abfolute  and  peremptory  ; 

*  if  the  refpondent  fails  to  comply  with  it,  your 
'  Lord  ill ips  never  proceed  to  hear  the  cauk  ex  parU% 
<  you  always  make  a  new  order,  for  the  refpondent 
'  to  put  in  his  anfwer  againft  fuch  another  day;Vv^hich 
'  in  that  cafe  is  called  a  peremptory  day  ;  therefore, 

*  if  your  Lordfhips  are  not  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer 
'  already  given  in  by  the  petitioners,  I  hope  the  no- 
'  ble  Lord  will  wave  the  motion  he  has  made,  and 

*  ngree  to  that  I  now  make  you,   which  is.  To  ad- 

*  journ  the  confideration  of  this  petition  to  this  day 

*  feven-night,  and  to  order  that  the  petitioners,  may, 
'  3gain(l  that  day,  put  in  a  farther  anfwer  to  your 
'  Lordfhip's  lall  order. 

But  the  former  motion  being  infifted  on,  the  quef-    Qaellion 
tlon  was  put  upon  it,  which  on  adivifion  was  agreed 
to,  by  99  to  52,  proxies  included. 

After  which  the  petition  was,  by  the  forms  of  pro- 
ceeding in  that  houfe,  of  courfe  rejected. 


'  Upon 
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Upon  the  motion's  being  agreed  to,  for  difmifling 
the  petition,  the  following  proteft  was  entered  upon 
the  journals  of  that  houfe,  viz, 

B^Jfentient, 

Somerfety  Tadcrjlcrj         A^aymrdy 

ProtcS.  I.  1^  Ecaufe,  though  the  Lords  petitioners  have 
J3  not  literally  complied  with  the  order,  ac- 
coraing  to  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe,  yet  they  have  laid 
before  us  fa6ls  that  are  of  fo  criminal  a  nature  in 
themfclves,  and  fo  dangerous  in  their  confequence  to 
the  nation  in  general,  and  to  this  houfe  in  particular, 
that  we  think  a  due  regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  one, 
and  the  honour  of  the  other,  required  the  ftri^left 
examination. 

2.  For  when  we  confider  the  fird  inftance  in  the 
anfwer  of  the  Lords  petitioners,  viz.^  That  the  lift 
'  of  fixteen  Peers,  for  Scotland  had  been  framed  by 
'  perions  in  high  truft  under  the  crown,  long  pre- 
^  vious  to  the  eledion  itfelf,  and  that  this  lift  was 
*  fiiewn  to  Peers  as  a  lift  approved  of  by  the  crown, 
'  and  was  called  the  King's  lift :  We  are  filled  with 
indignation,  to  fee  that  great  name  indecently  blend- 
ed wiih  the  humour  of  minifters,  and  prophaned  and 
proftituteci  to  the  worft  purpofes  -,  purpofes  thatmufl: 
neceftarily  tend  to  the  fubverfion  of  our  conftitution, 
which  we  know  it  is  his  Majefty's  glory  and  defire 
to  preferve.  Such  a  criminal  attempt  to  skreen 
or  facilitate  a  minifterial  nomination,  by  the  inter- 
pofition  (c-qually  falfe  and  illegal)  of  his  Majefty's 
namt^,c?!ls,  in  our  opinion,  not  only  for  the  ftrideft 
inqiiirv,  and  tbe  fevereft  punifhment  upon  the  au- 
thors of  the  facl,  if  it  be  proved,  or  the  afTerters  of 
it,  if  it  be  not  •,  but  is  in  our  opinion,  no  way  to 
be  dropt  unexan:iined  and  uninquired  into  ;  fuch  a 
precedent  may,  in  future  times,  encourage  the  worft 

of 
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of  miniiters  to  load  with  his  guile  the  bed  of  Princes ; 

the  borrowed  name  of  his   fovereign   may  at  onre 

become  his  weapon  and  his  fliield,  and   the  conlli- 

tution  owe  its  danger,  and  he  his  defence,  to  the 

abufe  of  his  Prince's  name,  after  a  long  abufe  of  his 

power. 

3.  Becaufe  the  following  inftances,  viz. 

'  That  endeavours  were  ufed  to  engage  Peers  to 

*  vote  for  this  lift,  by  promife  of  penfion  and  offices, 

*  civil  and  military,  to  themfelves  and  near  relations, 
'  and    by   adual   promife  and    offers  of  fums    of 

*  money. 

*  That  fums  of  money  were  a6lua!ly  given  to  or 
^  for  the  ufe  of  fome  Peers,  to  engage  them  to  con- 

*  cur  in  voting  for  this  lift. 

*  That  annual  penfions  were  promifed  to  be  paid 

*  to  Peers,  if  they  concurred  in  the  voting  for  this 

*  lift  :  fome  of  them  to  be  on  a  regular  eftablifh- 

*  ment,  and  others  to  be  paid  without  any  eftablifti- 

*  ment  at  all. 

*  That  about  the  time  of  this  eledion,  numbers 

*  of  penfions,  offices  (of  which  feveral  were  nomi- 
'  nal)  and  releafes  of  debts  owing  to  the  crown,  were 

*  granted  to  Peers  who  concurred  in  voting  for  this 

*  lift,  and  to  their  near  relations,'  feem  in  the  high- 
eft  degree  to  affedl  the  honour  and  dignity  of  this 
houfe  ;  fince  untainted  ftreams  can  hardly  be  expect- 
ed to  flow  from  a  corrupted  fource  :  And  if  the  e- 
ledion  of  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland^  fhould  ever,  by 
the  foul  arts  of  corruption,  dwindle  into  a  minifte- 
rial  nomination,  inftead  of  perfons  of  the  firft  rank, 
greateft  merit,  and  moft  confiderable  property,  we 
may  expert,  in  future  Parliaments,  to  fee  fuch  only 
returned  who,  owing  their  eledion  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  the  minifter,  may  purchafe  the  continuance 
of  their  precarious  feats,  by  a  fatal  and  unani- 
mous fubmiffion  to  his  dilates :   Such  perfons  can 

Vol.  XII.  L  1  never 
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never  be  impartial  judges  of  his  condudl,  Ihouid  it 
ever  be  brought  in  judgment  before  this  great  tribu- 
nal. 

4.  Becaufe  the  lad  inftance  mentioned,  viz, 

*  That,  on  the  day  of  eledlion,  a  battalion  of  his 
"^  Majefty's  forces  was  drawn  up  in  the  Abheycourt 

*  at  Edinburgh^  and  three  companies  of  it  were 
^  marched  from  Leith  (a  place  at  one  mile's  diftance) 

*  to  join  the  reft  of  the  battalion,  and  kept  under 
'  arms  from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at  night, 
"  when  the  eledlion  was  ended;  contrary  to  cu- 
'  ftom  at  elections,  and  without  any  caufe  or  occa^ 

*  fion,  that  your  petitioners  could  forefee,   other 

*  than  the  over- awing  of  the  eledion,'  we  appre- 
hend to  be  of  the  higheft  confequence  both  to  our 
liberties  in  general,  and  the  freedom  of  eledions  in 
particular  ;  fmce,  whatever  may  have  been  the  pre- 
tence, whatever  apprehenfions  of  diforders  or  tu- 
mults may  have  been  alledged  in  this  cafe,  may  be 
equally  alledged  on  future  occafions  *,  efpecially  as 
we  have  a  number  of  regular  forces  abundantly  fuf- 
ficient  to  anfwer  fuch  calls :  and  we  apprehend,  that 
the  employment  afligned  to  this  battalion,  will  give 
great  diftruft  and  uneafinefs  to  many  of  his  Majefty's 
fubjeds,  who  will  fear  what  ufe  may  be  made  of  the 
reft  of  that  very  great  number  of  men  now  kept  up 
in  this  nation. 

5.  Becaufe  we  conceive,  that  fuch  a  treatment 
given  to  a  petition  that  contained  an  information  of 
matters  of  fo  great  importance,  and  figned  by  Peers 
of  fuch  rank,  honour  and  veracity,  muft,  in  fu- 
ture tin^s,  difcouragc  all  informations  of  the  like 
nature. 

6.  Tho'  all  Lords  delared  their  defign  of  examine 
ing  into  the  bpttom  of  thefe  important  fads,  and 

tho' 


s. 
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tho'  we  fhould  acknowledge  ourfclves  to  be  perfuad- 
ed  that  it  was  their  real  intention,  we  very  much 
doubt  whether  the  world  will  judge  with  the  fame 
candour,  and  not  rather  impute  this  difmiflion  of  the 
petition,  to  an  unwillingnefs  in  this  houfe  to  inquire 
into  fadls  that  are  in  their  nature  lb  injurious  to  the 
crown,  fo  deftrudlive  of  the  honour  of  Parliaments, 
and  fo  dangerous  to  the  whole  frame  of  our  happy 
jconftitution. 
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The  houfe  having  been  fiient  for  fome  little  time 
after  this  divifion;  at  lafl,  the  Earl  of  Abingdon 
ftood  up,  and  faid  in  fubftance,  '  That  the  affair 
'  they  had  been  upon,  was  a  matter  of  fuch  confe- 

*  quence,  that  he  thought  it  ought  not  to  be  intirely 
'  dropt :  That  in  their  former  debate,  a  noble  Lord  j 

*  who  was  for  difmifling  the  petition,  had  told  them, 

*  that  tho*  the  petition  fhould  be  difmifled,  he  could 

*  put  them  in  a  way  of  inquiring  into  the  illegal 

*  pradlices  complained  of;  and  therefore  he  hoped 

*  that  noble  Lord  would  ftand  up,  and  propofe 

*  fome  method  for    their  entering  upon  an  inquiry 

*  into  that  affair.' 


Upon  this  the  Earl  of  Hay  (lood  up,  and  fpoke  to 

this  efFedl,  viz. 


LI  2 
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^  My  Lords,  I  believe  the  noble  Lord  has  mif- 
^  apprehended  what  I  faid  in  the  former  debate  ,  for 

*  I  did  not  fay,  nor  could  mean  to  fay,  that  I  would 
'  put  your  Lordfhips  into  a  method  of  inquiring 

*  into  all  the  illegal  pradices  complained  of,  becaufe 
'  I  never  did,  nor  do  yet  believe,  that  there  ever 
'  were  any  fuch  pradlices  made  ufe  of,  except  as  to 
* .  the  regiment,  which  is  faid  to  have  been  kept  un- 

*  der  arms  during  the  time  of  the  eledion  •,  that  I 
'  believe  there  may  be  fome  truth  in.     That,  as  I 

*  have  faid  before,  I  wifli  your  Lordfhips  would  in- 
'  quire  into  ;  and  if  you  have  a  mind  to  enter  into 

*  any  fuch  inquiry,  J  believe  I  may  be  able  to  con- 
'  trive  fome  proper  method  for  that  purpofe ;  but  as 

*  I  have  not  yet  turned  much  of  my  thoughts  thac 

*  way,  I  cannot  fay  that  I  am  juft  now  prepared 

*  to  offer  any  thing  even  upon  that  head  to  your 
'  Lordfliips  confideration,  nor  do  I  think  it  abfo- 

*  lutely  neceffary  to  be  done  this  night/ 

Then  the  Earl  of  Abingdon  flood  up  again,  and 
fpoke  in  fubftance  thus,  viz, 

'  My  Lords,  fince  the  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft, 

*  has  declined  to  offer  any  method  to  your  Lord- 
'^  fhips  confideration,  give  me  leave  to  offer  fome- 

*  thing,  which  will  naturally  bring  you  into  a  me- 

*  thod  of  making  an  inquiry  into  the  affair  you  have 
Pamphlet  ^  had  before  you.  I  have,  my  Lords,  in  my  hand, 
moved  to  '  a  printed  paper,  a  fort  of  a  pamphlet,  at  leafl,  I 
be  read,     c  bought  it  at  a  phamphlet-fhop,  where  it  was  pub- 

*  licly  fold,  and  it  is  intitled,  'The  Protefts  of  a  great 
'  nu7nher  of  noble  Lords ^  entered  by  them  at  the  lafl 

*  ekolion  of  Peers  for  Scotland  :  Whether  or  no  there 

*  were  any  fuch  protefls,  then  entered,  is  what  I  can- 

*  not  pretend  to  inform  your  Lordfhips  of  *,   but  if 

*  there  were  any  fuch,  it  is  incumbent  upon  your 

*  Lordfhips,  to  inquire  into  the  practices  there  com- 
'  plained  of,  and  if  no  fuch  protefts  were  entered,  ic 
"■  is  an   indignity  offered  to  the  Peers  of  Scotland^ 

*  whofe 
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'  whole  names  are  pretended  to  be  put  to  them  ;  it 

*  is  an  indignity  offered  to  the  fixteen  Peers  o^ Scot- 

*  land  now  in  this  houfe,  to   publifh  any  fuch  for- 

*  gery  ;  therefore  the  publifhers  ought  to  be  inquired 

*  into,  and  ought  to  be  brought  under  the  cenfure 

*  of  this  houfe  ;    for  which   reafon   I  defire,    my 

*  Lords,  that  this  printed  paper,  or  pamphlet  may 

*  be  read.' 

The  Earl  of  Scarborough  faid,  '  He  thought  it 

*  wasfomething  very  extraordinary,  to  defire  a  pam- 

*  phlet  to  be  read  at  their  Lordfhips  table:  It  was 

*  at  all   times  below  the  dignity  of  that  houfe,   to 

*  have  a  pamphlet  read  at  their  table  -,  but  to  defire 
'  any  fuch  thing  when  it  was  fo  late,  was  flill  more 
'  improper,therefore  he  hoped  their  Lordfhips  would 

*  adjourn.' 

The  Earl  of  Abingdon  flood  up  again,  and  fpoke 
thus : 

'  My  Lords,  it  is  fo  far  from  being  below  the 

*  dignity  of  this  houfe,  to  have  a  pamphlet  read  at 

*  your  table,  that  it  is  not  only  an  ufual  pradlice,  but 

*  it  is  a  right  that  every  Lord  has,  and  may  infifl: 

*  on.  It  is  a  common  pradlice,  my  Lords,  when 
'  any  Lord  of  this  houfe  thinks,  that  his  own  ho- 

*  nour,  the  honour  of  this  houfe,  or  the  honour  of 

*  any  Peer  of  Great-Britain  is  reflcded  on,  by  any 

*  pamphlet  that  has  been  publifhed,  to  make   his 

*  complaint  to  the  houfe,  and  he  has  a  right  to  have 

*  what  he  complains  of,  read  at  your  table.     Upon 

*  fuch  occafions,  I  know  it  is  ufual,  to  point  out  the 

*  particular  paragraphs,  or  fentences,  in  the  pam- 

*  phlet  complained  of,  and  to  defire  that  they  only 

*  may  be  read  at  the  table  ;  but  in  the  pamphlet  I 

*  now  complain  of,  every  paragraph  is  worthy  of 

*  your  Lordfhips  confideration ,    and  as  ic  is  but 

*  fhort,    as  it  will  take  up  but  a  very  fcv/   minutes 
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'  of  your  Lordfhips  time,  1  defire  the  whole  may 

*  be  read. 

The  Earl  of  Aylesford  fpoke  next  in  favour  of  the 
motion-,  but  feveral  other  Lords  ftill  infilling,  that 
a  pamphlet  ought  not  to  be  read  at  that  table,  the 
Lord  Batburft  ftood  up,  and  fpoke  thus,  viz, 

*  My  Lords,  fince  your  Lordfliips  do  not  feem 
'  inclined  to  have  a  printed  paper  read  at  your  table 
'  I  fhall  offer  you  one  in  writing.  I  can  inform 
'  your  Lordfhips,   that  fuch  protefts   as  are  men- 

*  tioned  in  that  printed  paper  or  phamphlet,  which 
^  has  been  difperfcd  over  the  whole  kingdom,  were 

*  adually  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  lall  elec- 

*  tion  of  Peers  for  Scotland^  and  were  figned  by  a 

*  great  number  of  the  Peers  of  that  kingdom  :  Of 
'  thcfe  protefts,  I  have  now  in  my  hand  an  authen- 

*  tic  copy,  a  copy  taken  from  the  regifter  or  jour- 

*  nal  of  that  eledlion,  figned  by.  the  two  principal 
*'  clerks,  and  witnelTed  by  two  gentlemen,  who  are 

*  now  attending  in  the  lobby,  and  ready  to  declare 
'  upon  oath,  at  your  Lordfliips  bar,  that  they  col- 
'  latcd  it  with  the  journal,  and  that  it  is  a  true  copy  : 

*  The  reading  of  this  at  your   Lordihips  table,  I 

*  hope  you  will  not  think  below  the  dignity  of  this 
'  houfe  •,  and  as  I  think  it  inconfillent  with  the  ho- 
'  nour  of  this  houfe  to  adjourn,  notwithftanding  its 
'  being  fo  late,  without  taking  fome  (tep.  towards 
'  inquiring  into  an  affair,    which   fo  much  concerns 

*  the  prefervation  of  our  conilitution,  and  which  has 

*  made  fo  much  noife  over  the  whole  kingdom  ? 
'  therefore,  I  hope  ypu  will  immediately  proceed  to 

*  take  into  your  conlideration  what  I  now  offer,  or 

*  appoint  a  fhort  day  rbr  that  purpole. 


Near  ten  o'clock  at  night. 

Upon 
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Upon  this  it  was  moved  to  adjourn,  and  the  mo-  Queftion. 
tion  befng  infifted  on,  the  queftion  was  put,  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  by  ']t,  to  39. 

Whereupon  the  following  protcft  was  entered  up- 
on the  journal,  viz. 

'Dijfeniient. 

BEcaufe  we  can  by  no  means  think  it  confiftent  Proteft. 
with  the  honour  of  the  houfe  to  adjourn,  with- 
out appointing  a  day  (as  was  propofed)  to  confider 
of  a  matter,  allowed  univerfally  to  be  of  the  higheft 
importance :  And  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend, 
that  pofterity,  upon  the  perufal  of  the  journal  of  this 
day,  may  be  induced  to  think,  that  this  houfe  was 
not  inclined  to  permit  the  tranfadions  of  the  late 
eledion  in  Scotland  10  be  brought  under  examination, 
in  any  (hape  whatfoever ;  the  method  propofed  be- 
ing, as  we  conceive,  clear  of  all  the  objedlions  which 
were  made,  in  relation  to  the  petition. 
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